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Foreword
Life on earth is sustained by many essentials. The most important among them, to live with joy and enthusiasm, is love-divine. Although Sri Bhagavata Purana is the quintessence of Karma, Bhakti and Jnana, it primarily elicits love-divine which is transcendental in its experience. Blessed are those who drank the nectar of love! Blessed are the Gopikas who could taste it and got completely merged with Sri Krishna Chaitanyam!
There are many translations of Vyasa Bhagavata Purana into several Indian languages. Its translation into Telugu by Sri Bammera Potana of fourteenth century stands on a high pedestal both in its language and sweetness of Bhava. Its verses are sublime in thought, sweet to chant and easy to memorise. They bring out a vivid picture of stories and expressions of feelings of characters, especially the Leelas of Bhagawan Sri Krishna even to ordinary readers who wish to read them as stories.

Telugu literature with all its lofty thoughts and rich translations is being slowly forgotten by the masses in the din and roar of modern life and its various compulsions. The fact that Puranas, epics and Upanishads, among others, build the character of our nation is not remembered and replaced with a modern craze for standard of living leading to dangerous tendencies.Such a trend causes all kinds of unhealthy comparisons and hatred among people resulting in destruction. These great texts that build character among human beings are going out of reach. Efforts must be made to bring a fresh breeze of life through a revival of a desire for higher knowledge.

It is with this sincere and dedicated thought that Dasama Skandha of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana has been brilliantly translated by Sri T. S. B. Narasaraju into English for the benefit of many residing abroad who lost touch with their mother-tongue, Telugu. Sri Raju`s heart throbbed with enthusiasm to bring  Potana`s Bhagavata Purana to children of Telugu resulting in the form of this book.The author introduced the present work very well by giving necessary background in the form of a brief biographical account of Potana, style of his literary prowess, purpose behind the present translation and the sources of inspiration motivating  the completion of the present work. In the beginning of the work itself the author brought out the difference between Puranas and Itihasas. This sets the tone of the text and surges the reader ahead with ease in mind and clarity in intellect. His translation is lucid and deep in its flavour. Without losing the essence of the original he brought out the translation in an exemplary manner using simple and effective language. The work is inspiring and holds the reader`s mind with inquisitiveness to read further. It is lucid in style and flows with beauty of expression. The content is absorbing.

The work begins with an invocation seeking the blessings of all those inspiring Sri Raju to grasp the core essence of Srimad Bhagavata Purana. In his Introduction Sri Raju wonderfully described how Potana got motivated by Lord Sri Ramachandra to translate Bhagavata Purana into Telugu from Sanskrit. It was, however, dedicated to Sri Krishna, a Purna Avatara and a Supreme Lord manifesting himself with all his powers unconcealed unlike other incarnations of Lord Vishnu.

It is not an easy task to bring out expressions from Potana`s verses into English. Sri Raju achieved this because of his devotion to the Lord, sincere self-application and taking up the work as a Tapas. I am sure that this work reaches the hands of many inspiring them to read, understand and cultivate the great ideals of Rishis of yore getting motivated to live as beacons of light to many around their lives.

May Lord Sri Krishna bless one and all! 

Hari Om!

Swami Chidrupananda
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Preface

Bhagavata Purana is one among eighteen Puranas written by sage Vyasa in Sanskrit. Puranas are  accounts of births and deeds of Hindu gods.The literal definition of a Purana is that which remains new perennially.  Bhagavata Purana emphasizes the path of devotion to the lord by describing his sterling qualities and incarnations. It was first taught by Vyasa to his son, Suka. Being requested by Parikshit tormented by an impending death by the bite of a serpent, Suka recited Bhagavata Purana enabling Parikshit to attain salvation. 
Being the most prominent among the Puranas, Bhagavata Purana underwent translations into several other languages. Its translation into Telugu by Potana is one such. It is believed that Potana was born and spent his life in a village called Bammera located in the present Telangana State during the fifteenth century. He wrote the work there motivated by the appearance and command of lord Rama of whom he was an ardent devotee. 
Potana’s Bhagavata Purana continues to remain close to the hearts of Telugu-speaking people since the concept of Mathura Bhakti, one of several recommended methods of devotion to the lord, is competently illustrated by him in the work through simple and sweet vocabulary. His work has been embedded with a rhythmic and a delightful combination of vocabulary to make the readers recite its verses over and over again in a devotional ecstasy. Potana`s Bhagavata Purana continues to influence a large section of Telugu population to imbibe a spiritual thinking, a devotional involvement and a principled living. 
It is believed that Telugu has been in use ever since the commencement of the Christian era. However, prominent literary works in Telugu emerged only from the middle of eleventh century C. E. The earliest significant work was a translation of Mahabharata from Sanskrit, like other works which followed. Consequently, this period of Telugu literature is known as Anuvada Yuga, an era of translations.
The mode of translation followed can be divided into three types: (i) Swatantra Anuvada or Kathanuvada, (ii) Bhava-anuvada and (iii) Yatha-tadha-anuvada.The first mode of translation was adopted by the famous Kavitraya, the three famous Telugu literary personalities, Nannaya,Tikkana and Yerrapragada in the translation of Mahabharata. Here the translator enjoys the liberty of additions and deletions of the original work adhering at the same time to the story of the original. In the second type followed by Srinatha, another towering Telugu literary personality of the distant past, in the translation of Nyshadha,written in Sanskrit by Harsha, only the essence of the original is reproduced.The third type, followed principally for the translation of dramas, is a true reproduction of the original including the usage of the same vocabulary, being a literal counterpart of the one used in the original. Potana followed a judicious combination of types (i) and (ii) being motivated by the Kavitraya and Srinatha. Being a strong devotee of the lord he elaborated extensively the devotional sequences departing from the original. Potana, in addition to his devotion to the lord, was a great scholar and a poet of exllence. His Bhagavata Purana contained stanzas of all categories of Telugu poetry.  It is mentioned by Potana in his Bhagavata Purana that he had a transcendental experience of the appearance of lord Rama and his consort Sita commanding him to translate Vyasa’s Bhagavata Purana into Telugu to free himself from the mundane terrestrial bonds to get salvation. That experience seemed to have transformed the natural poetic ability of Potana into an ecstatic state of mind which resulted in his version of Bhagavata Purana which makes a studious and devoted reader of the work wonder whether at all a human mind can attain such levels of excellence once again.  

Potana`s literary prowess is believed to be a divine gift. He says that some among the likely readers of his work have a bias for Telugu while others have a liking for Sanskrit. He prefers to adopt a judicious combination of the two languages in his Bhagavata Purana, a luxury which he could afford because of his proficiency in both the languages. According to Potana`s philosophy activities devoid of devotion to god are totally futile. 
The Dasama Skandha,Tenth Canto of Bhagavata Purana, is different from others, being a complete and a competent account of the different facets of Krishna Avatara,  an incarnation of lord Krishna. He is considered to be the primordial incarnation of lord Vishnu, who appeared in the form of other Avataras. Bhagavata Purana is considered to be an embodiment of lord Vishnu himself with its twelve cantos as the different organs of the lord.The significance of Dasama Skandha is evident from the fact that it is considered to be the face of the lord and is therefore distinct from the other cantos. It is the biggest among the cantos of Bhagavata Purana spreading over three thousand verses and pieces of prose.
The writer of the present translation of Dasama Skandha of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana into English has no pretensions about his competence to undertake the work since he spent a major part of his life of about eight decades in studying, teaching and guiding research in Chemistry at a couple of Central Universities, namely, Banaras Hindu University,Varanasi and North-Eastern Hill University, Shilling.A tenure of about four decades, his entire professional career, was consequently spent away from Andhra Pradesh as a Pravasa Andhra. He could thus realize the disadvantage inflicted by him on his son and daughter, as well as by his intimate Telugu colleagues on their children, by alienating them from an exposure to even rudimentary aspects of Telugu literature for no fault of the youngsters. The same sentiment is applicable to a big chunk of contemporary Telugu-speaking people scattered all over the globe consequent upon professional compulsions.   
Being motivated probably by an over-ambitious feeling that he is capable of writing a comprehensible English, the author ventured to do Yadha-tadha anuvada into English of Dasama Skandha of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana which has been very close to his heart right from his days of higher secondary education  in Veeresalingam High School, Rajahmahendravaram, a place of Adi Kavi Nannaya. His audacity to attempt this work was to a large extent motivated by the fact that selected portions of Dasama Skandha of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana were taught to him by an illustrious Telugu literary personality of the recent past, namely the late Sri Madhunapantula Satyanarayana Sastri, the then member of the teaching staff of the high school in which the author studied, to whom the author wants to express his homage and gratitude. The present attempt is primarily intended to expose the Pravasa Andhra adolescents, not knowing written Telugu, who may read this work, to the nuances of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana, an opportunity denied to them by their parents, for which the youngsters are not to be blamed. 
The author is not apologetic about his truncated level of comprehension of Bhagavata Purana since Potana himself says in his work that a complete understanding of the work is beyond the capability of any one. The greatness of this Purana is such that even a negligible level of understanding benefits the one who makes an attempt. In order to avoid inconvenience in typing, no transliteration is followed in the present work since the clientele is supposed to be familiar with pronunciation of the Sanskrit words of the work given in italics.The present translation has been divided into three parts to avoid unwieldiness. Part I consists of events ranging from Krishnavatara to lifting of Goverdhanagiri while Part II includes events ranging from Rasakrida to Rukmini Kalyana. The remaining events of Dasama Skandha ranging from Narakasuravadha to  Subhadra Parinaya come under Part III of the present work.  
Miscellaneous short-comings of the author in understanding some of the usages of Potana are adequately compensated by referring to a few illustrious relevant publications of TTD Religious Publication Series, Tirupati, Potti Sriramulu Telugu Viswavidyalayam, Hyderabad, and of Geeta Press, Gorakhpur. In addition, an exposure to the spiritual discourses by illustrious personalities namely, Sri Swamy Chinmayananda, Sri Swamy Ranganathananda, Sri Jagadguru Kripaluji Maharaj, Sri Ganapat Sachchidananda Swamy, Sri Sukhbodhananda Swamy, Sri Sundarachaitnyananda Swamy, Sri Chinna Jeeyar Swamy, Sri Siddheswaraananda Bharathi Swamy and Sri Ravi Shankar and also of Sri Chaganti Koteswara Rao and Sri Samavedam Shanmukha Sarma, among others, transmitted through different TV channels of India, is of extensive  guidance to the author. The author desires to place on record his indebtedness and gratefulness to these organisations and personalities for rendering commendable service to the spiritually oriented sections of our community.    
T.S.B. Narasaraju
(102, Vighneswara Residency, Behind New Ramalayam, 
New Nallakunta, Hyderabad – 500044, Telangana State)     
Mobile: 9949243339
e-mail: shamraan@gmail.com
A Literal Translation of Dasama Skandha of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana into English

“adaramoppa mokkididunu adrisuta hrudayanuraga sampadiki doshabhediki prasanna vinodiki vighnavallika chediki manjuvadikin ashesha jagajjananandavedkin modaka khadikin samada mushakasadiki suprasadikin” Bammera Potana
PRELIMINARY ASPECTS
(i) Potana`s Prayers 

Sri Krishna, the lord who is a  saviour of mankind, skilled in showing grace to his devotees, a destroyer of demons, a creator of several universes by  a mere twinkling of his eyes in a playful way and a son of king Nanda and Yasoda is being worshipped to get salvation.

I salute to lord Vighneswara, a recipient of  maternal love of Himagirinandini, a  cleanser of the sins of Kaliyuga, a source of pleasure to his devotees, a  destroyer of impediments  of those worshipping him, a centre of joy through his sweet talk to those praying to him and one who relishes Modakas being seated on a Mooshika Vahana.

I pray by prostrating with devotion to lord Siva, the destroyer of  pride of Manmadha. He  holds a spear in hand, wears a  garland of skulls and  a crescent moon on head, makes the lotus-like face of Parvati blossom like the sun  making the lotuses blossom  and resides in the hearts of  great ascetics like Narada. Engrossed in a playful dance, he is  kind to his devotees like an ocean of grace.
I serve with attention and devotion  lord Brahma, a skillful creator of the universe, a donor of happiness to goddess Saraswati, a codifier of the Vedas, a leader to rescue the Devatas, a conqueror of sins, a saviour of devotees and a well-wisher of ascetics.
Touching the floor with my forehead, I salute with devotion to goddess Saraswati having beautiful black locks of hair and carrying a garland of Rudrakshas, a parrot, a lotus and a book in her hands. Having won the heart of lord Brahma, Oh! goddess Saraswati! You are a mother full of condescension.  I venture to write Bhagavata Purana  in spite of the fact that I do not have the proficiency of any one among Valmiki, Kumara Swamy, Vyasa and Kalidasa, among others. Please grant me adequate competence to fulfill my objective.

I pray to goddess Durga Bhavani to grant me the fortune of a poetic ability of distinction.  She is the mother of all mothers being the primordial mother of the three famous mothers, goddesses Lakshmi. Parvati and Saraswati. She is a destroyer of the demons and is the greatest among the mothers. The Devatas have implicit faith in her and hence she stays in the minds of their mothers. Such a goddess Durga is my mother.
May goddess Lakshmi grant us perennial fortunes! She is the empress of lord Sri Hari, an abode of fortunes, a treasure of wealth and prosperity and a sister of the moon god Chandra. Tender as a flower and comparable to a bunch of lotuses she is the play-mate of goddesses Vani and Sarvani and is being worshipped in all the three Lokas. She is a destroyer of poverty through her effulgent looks.
If lord Siva is not worshipped by one  with folded hands,  lord  Hari`s glory  is not sung  in full throat till it is choked,  kindness  towards others and righteous living  are not cultivated by one,   giving such a  human birth  is  a curse to  the mother.
(ii) Puranas and Itihasas
A  Purana is defined as one among a collection of Sanskrit writings not included in the Vedas . Puranas give an account of births  and deeds of Hindu gods as well as of creation and destruction of universe. The literal meaning of a Purana is that which remains perennially new in spite of its ancient origin. Its primary objective is to teach methods of righteous living through a medium of stories. An Itihasa, on the other hand, is an account of historical events which literally happened. 

Mahabharata and Ramayana are two famous Itihasas, the latter also being considered to be a Kavya.They are rated to be next only to the Vedas in importance, the Puranas collectively are valued as the fifth Veda. Recent findings established the Puranas, also like Itihasas,sto be indispensable sources for establishing authentic Indian history. Puranas are important store-houses to unravel ancient Indian political, religious, social, spiritual and cultural aspects.
In Sanskrit there are eighteen principal Puranas known as Mahapuranas and another eighteen subsidiary Puranas known as Upapuranas. The Mahapuranas are classified into three principal categories based respectively on Siva, Vishnu and Sakti. These originated independently from different pilgrim centers , being places usually heavily crowded and hence amenable for wide publicity.                                                                                  

Vedic literature is difficult to read and understand, a full life-span being inadequate for the purpose for mundane spiritual aspirants. The Puranas provided a suitable milieu as alternatives and hence became popular. It is believed that all the Mahapuranas are written by Vyasa in an easily comprehensible Sanskrit. They function as sources of Dharma and promote  principled living ensuring human enlightenment. 

The following lines enable one to remember the names of all the eighteen Mahapuranas :-         

Bha-dwayam  ma-dwayam chaiva bhra-trayam  vaa-chatushtayam                                                                                 Anaapalinga kooskaani puraanaani prachakshate
Bha-dwayam   (two starting with Bha-):  1. Bhagavata Purana, 2. Bhavishyapurana

Ma-dwayam  (two starting with Ma-) :   3. Markandeyapurana , 4 .  Matsyapurana

Bhra-trayam  (three starting with Bhra-) :      5. Bhramhapurana, 6. Bhrahmandapurana , 7 .  Bhrahmavyvartapurana 

Vaa-chatushtayam  (four starting with Vi/ Vaa) :   8. Vamanapurana , 9 .  Varahapurana, 10. Vayupurana,, 11 .Vishnupurana                                                                                         

Anaapalinga :  12. (A) Agnipurana, 13. (Naa) Naradapurana, 14. (Pa) Padmapurana, 15. (Lin) Lingapurana 16.(Ga) Garudapurana
Kooskani : 17. (Koo) Koormapurana and 18. (Ska) Skaandapurana
(“Bha-Bha-Ma-Ma-Bhra-Bhra-Bhra-Va-Va-Va-Vi-Ana-pa-linga-ku-skani”is

another acronym  to remember)
(iii) Bhagavata Purana
Sage Vyasa became Veda Vyasa by classifying the unified  form of Vedas into four parts known as Rigveda, Yajurveda,Sama Veda and Adharvana Veda. In addition, Vyasa  gave the principles of righteous living through his works. Since reading of Vedas was prohibited to some sections of the population in those days, Vyasa was feeling sad that he could not write  something for the benefit of such in their quest for god.

Sage Narada  came to the agitated Vyasa. He praised the divine qualities of Vyasa and wanted to know the reasons for  Vyasa`s sorrow . Vyasa in return praised Narada`s qualities  of uninterrupted devotion to the lord motivating others in all parts of the universe to do the same. Since Narada is omniscient Vyasa requested him  to  diagnose the reason for Vyasa`s mental agony and to suggest a remedy.

Narada said  that though the works of Vyasa were eloquent in establishing the different facets of Dharma, there was no mention of the stories of the lord  emphasizing  his divine qualities.That, according to Narada, was the reason for the mental agony of Vyasa. According to Narada no literary work,  however  well- written,  was worth the effort without a mention of the lord.  Narada said that,  on the contrary , even a  sub-standard literary work had a sanctifying effect on the reader if it mentioned about the lord. Narada exhorted Vyasa to come out with Bhagavata Purana emphasizing   the path of devotion to the lord, praising Hari`s sterling qualities and giving an account of Hari`s incarnations since they were missing in his earlier works. Narada said  that listening, thinking  and meditating about the almighty supplemented by praising the lord and  singing about his glory  were the only  means for human salvation which transcendeds even  proficient learning and rendering  of Vedas, Vedanta and Bhagavatgita.      

Being thus provoked by Narada and having realized the importance of inculcating the concept of Bhakti, Vyasa wrote Bhagavata Purana meant for universal good and taught it first to his illustrious son Suka. Being requested by king Parikshit tormented by an impending death by the bite of a serpent Takshaka, sage Suka enabled the king to attain Moksha in seven days through the milieu of listening to Bhagavata Purana recited by him. This account describes the genesis of Bhagavata Purana. The origin of Bhagavata Purana is thus the Veda, an abode of all boons. It is delivered by sage Suka as nectar to be relished by the desirous to attain Moksha which is a merger of the human soul with the almighty. Bhagavata Purana is considered to be the most prominent among the Puranas being equivalent to the entire collection of Upanishads. Attainment of Moksha is easier through a devotional and concentrated study of Bhagavata Purana than by reading the entire gamut of Vedas. It is an established fact that the worldly pleasures are temporary. Moksha is permanent and is the ultimate goal of human birth. It is achieved only through the grace of god. One is qualified to get divine grace only through devotion to god adopting Bhakti, knowledge and renunciation.
(iv) Dasaavataras and Importance of Sri Krishnavatara
The Dasavataras, the ten principal incarnations of the lord are Matsya, Kurma, Varaha, Narasimha, Vamana, Rama, Parasurama, Krishna, Budha and Kaliki. These are given in the following Sloka :-
Matsyaha kurmo varahasche narasimhasche vamanaha 
ramoramasche budhaha kalikirevacha
There is no mention of Krishna in this verse. The reason for this is that Krishna transcends the Trimurtys. He is an embodiment of Parabrahma and is considered to be the primordial form of all Avataras.
The following abbreviation in Telugu enables one to remember the names of the ten incarnations and their serial order :- (Ma-Ku-Va-Na, Va-Ri , Pelli–Ki-Ba-Ka) : 1. Ma = Matsya , 2. Ku = Kurma, 3. Va = Varaha, 4. Na = Narasimha , 5.Va = Vamana , 6. (R)i = Rama, 7.(P)elli = Parasurama , 8. (Ki)  = Krishna, 9. (Ba)  = Budha, and 10.  Ka = Kalki. (The abbreviation means in Telugu: Makuvana “Rain for us” and Varipelliki Baka “Trumpet for their marriage”)
(v) Potana`s Biography
Potana also known as Potaraju was born in a village Bammera located in the Warangal Taluk of the present Telangana State . While the exact year of his birth is not known, he is believed to have lived between 1400 and 1470 C. E. He was born in Kaundinyasa  Gotra as the second son of  Kesana and Lakkamamba. Their first son was Tippana. That Srinatha, the famous Telugu poet, was Potana`s brother-in-law, has no historical basis. There is evidence to show that Potana had a son by name Kesana  named after Potana`s father. Potana`s son seemed to have inherited literary prowess of the father to earn the title, Proudha Saraswati .  In fact the literary proficiency seemed to have percolated through the entire progeny of Potana. In addition to Bhagavata Purana,  Potana wrote Veerabhadra Vijaya, Bhogini Dandaka and Narayana Sataka.       

(vi) Dedication of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana to Almighty

Bammera Potaraju decided to offer his version of Bhagavata Purana to lord Sri Hari for the good of all. By offering , instead , to kings of disrepute in return to gifts  such as  Dhanadhanya Vastuvahanas and Grihagramadulu, the author feels that he succumbs after death to  lord Yama`s punishments. The following is an account of the sentiments of Potana which prompted him to offer his work to the almighty :--

“A great man appeared before my eyes. He was with his consort and comparable to a blue cloud coupled with a lightning. His smile was as pleasant as the moon-light. He wore a bow comparable to the curvatures and beauty of a huge Ganuga tree entwined with creepers. He wore a crown as effulgent as the sun on top of a blue mountain. His eyes were as elegant as the petals of a lotus. He was a broad-chested prominent king of kings.” 
He exhorted Potana to translate Vyasa`s Bhagavata Purana into Telugu.

“ What I am going to write is the most sacred Bhagavata Purana. The one who makes me write is Ramachandra Prabhu himself.This writing has the propensity to disentangle me from the family bonds. Therefore I decided to write it. Where is the need to write any other work?

When a complete comprehension of Bhagavata Purana transcends the abilities of even lord Siva and Brahma will it be possible to understand it for an ordinary man like me? Yet I make an attempt  to  write  what I heard about it from  scholars  and what is understood by me. Because of my good fortune great poets like Nannaya and Tikkana who translated many works from Sanskrit to Telugu left Bhagavata Purana.I translate it into Telugu to sanctify myself.

I offer my version of Bhagavata Purana to lord Gopalakrishna who wears beautiful effulgent garlands, resides in Nandagokula, steals  butter and ghee  from houses of shepherds, redeems the sorrows of devotees, wins the hearts of Gopakantas and  destroys  demons such as Trinavarta and Putana. My work is dedicated to Krishna, a lord of exemplary qualities endowed with the grace of lord Siva, a destroyer of demon Banasura, a savior of Gopagopikas from a hail-storm caused by Indra, by lifting the Govardhana mountain, a redeemer of a curse on Yakshas by uprooting a couple of huge trees, a protector of Varnasrama Dharma and a lord capable of obstructing sun`s rays through his Sudarsana Chakra.
I offer my work to the lord who is an embodiment of grace, a counsellor capable of averting the agony of Arjuna to revive his duty consciousness, a protector of the safety of all living beings and a benefactor of his devotees having the sense organs under their control. He could dance playfully on the hood of a serpent, Kaliya, and destroy the army of Jarasandha several times.                                                                                     

The version of Bhagavata Purana written by me is dedicated to the lord who reclines on a serpent, Adishesha, wearing yellow silken garments. He  follows justice   rigorously  in deciding the results of Karma of human beings, resurrects  lives of sons of a Brahmin , restores mental peace to an agitated Rukmini, gives happiness to all living beings, exhibits grace to righteous human beings, steals butter from the houses of Gopikas and creates the entire universe.
My Bhagavata Purana is offered to the almighty who is a skillful sole monarch of initiating creation, propagation, protection and destruction of the universe. He taught Vedas to Brahma. Remaining pure and effulgent, he spreads an illusion as a magician showing that the universe created by him engulfed in the Trigunas  is real, like the belief of existence of water in a mirage. I adore such a lord who is ever present in my thoughts.”
(vii) Literary Aspects of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana
Bhagavata Purana remains close to the hearts of Telugu-speaking people, particularly the descriptions of Krishna Leelas due to the fact that these aspects were competently described by Potana in his Bhagavata Purana,  promoting Madhura Bhakti through selection of simple and sweet vocabulary. It has been emphasized in the scriptures of Hindu religion that realization of god can be through paths of Jnana, Karma and Bhakti.The path of Jnana is difficult and is achieved principally by Rishis and that too only in the form of Nirakara or Nirguna Brahma. The path of Karma is also of restricted utility since it is dependent on gender, caste and age of the devotee. The path of Bhakti is capable of transcending all these obstacles since it has been successfully adopted by the learned, common folk, male and female as well as young and old .Through Mathura Bhakti it is easier to get the Akara or Saguna Brahma. Bhagavata Purana has been playing a significant role in propagating the concept of Navavidha Bhakti, the nine established forms of Bhakti.  These are : 1. Sravana (Listening), 2. Sankeertana (Praising), 3. Smarana (Remembering), 4. Paricharya (Praying to lord`s feet), 5. Archana (Worshipping), 6. Vandana (Prostrating), 7. Dasya (Serving), 8. Sakhya (Befriending) and 9. Atma Nivedana (Surrendering). It is the dominance of Mathura Bhakti which distinguishes the Dasama Skandha of Bhagavata Purana from others.
In addition, Potana gave appropriate importance to other Rasas depending upon the context of the work. Even abusive language used by the enemies of Krishna has been dexterously handled  by Potana adopting Vyangya Rachana , giving a double meaning,  without hurting the sentiments of Krishna`s  devotees , himself being one among them.                                                                                                                                                                       

His work has been embedded with a rhythmic and a meaningful combination of vocabulary to make the readers recite its verses over and over again in a devotional ecstasy. Even today Potana`s Bhagavata Purana is able to influence a large section of Telugu population to imbibe a spiritual thinking, a devotional involvement and a  principled living.
Telugu language seemed to have been in use ever since the commencement of the Christian era. Prominent literary works in Telugu emerged only from the middle of the eleventh century A.D. and the earliest significant work was Mahabharata, a translation from a Sanskrit  work like other works which followed. Consequently, this period of Telugu literature is known as Anuvada Yuga, an era of translation. The mode of translation followed was divided into three types: (i) Swatantra-anuvada or Katha-anuvada, (ii) Bhava-anuvada and (iii) Yatha-tatha-anuvada .The first mode of translation was adopted by the famous Kavitraya, Nannaya, Tikkana and Yerrapragada, in the translation of Mahabharata. Here the translator enjoys the liberty of additions and deletions of the original work adhering at the same time to  the story of the original. In the second type, followed by Srinatha in the translation of Nyshadha, written in Sanskrit by Harsha, the essence of the original is scrupulously reproduced in the translation. The third type followed principally for the translation of dramas is a true reproduction of the original including the usage of the same vocabulary, being a literal counterpart of the one used in the original.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

In the translation of Vyasa`s Bhagavata Purana into Telugu,  Potana followed a judicious combination of types one and two being motivated by the Kavitraya as well as by Srinatha . Being a strong devotee of the lord, he elaborated extensively the Bhakti-oriented sequences departing from the original. Potana was a great scholar and a great poet. His Bhagavata Purana contained stanzas spread over all categories of verses of Telugu Chandas such as Kanda, Ataveladi, Tetagiti, Utpala Mala, Champaka Mala, Mattakokila and Seesam. 
As mentioned earlier, Potana had a transcendental experience of the appearance of lord Rama exhorting him to translate Bhagavata Purana of Vyasa into Telugu to free himself from the mundane terrestrial bonds to get sanctified. That experience  transformed  the natural poetic proficiency of Potana into an ecstatic state of mind  which resulted in Potana`s version of Bhagavata Purana which makes a studious reader of the work wonder whether at all a human mind can attain  such levels of excellence once again.
By Potana`s time Telugu language blossomed into a sweet and mature mother tongue for Telugu people. The language became a great milieu for lullabies, humour, and abusive vocabulary and for blessings, among others. The language thus became a potential medium for delicate expressions spread over all the Nava Rasas. Potana says that some among the likely readers of his work have a bias for Telugu, while others have a liking for Sanskrit. Potana prefers to adopt a judicious combination of the two languages, a luxury which he could afford because of his proficiency in both the languages. Potana`s Bhagavata Purana contains in totality a higher proportion of words of Sanskrit than of Telugu.  
Potana pays homage to Vyasa,Valmiki, Bana, Kalidasa, Mayura, Bharavi and the Kavitraya, among others. A testimony that he read their works was indicated by the fact that his Bhagavata Purana contained occasionally their influence on his style of translation. Potana had descriptive sequences in his work both in poetry and prose and his literary prowess was established by the fact that his descriptions have been exquisitely picturesque.
Potana`s literary prowess is known to be a divine gift. It has been established that Potana`s parents and sister were staunch devotees of lord Siva. Motivated by this family tradition Potana strove at every opportunity in his Bhagavata Purana to establish the indistinguishability of Hari and Hara. At the very threshold of his work in the context of his prayers to the almighty he mentions, as indicated in this write-up earlier, that if one fails to do puja to Hara till the hands are tired and does not sing in praise of Hari till the voice chokes his birth is futile and a curse to his mother .While describing the child-hood pranks of lord Krishna, Potana uses his intuitive literary proficiency to establish a parallelism between the highly contrasting Balakrishna and Siva.
Potana sanctified his life by listening to sacred words from scholars of his time. According to Potana`s philosophy activities devoid of devotion to god are totally futile. Potana`s Bhagavata Purana has been exerting a many-faceted influence on the cultural life of Telugu-speaking people. The stamp of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana is evident on many recent and contemporary literary works in Telugu.

DASAMA SKANDHA Part - II
1. Introduction
Dasama Skandha of Bhagavata Purana is distinct from the other Skandhas since it contains a complete and competent account of the different facets of Krishnavatara. It is therefore considered as Sri Krishna Sarvaswa. Lord Krishna is considered to be the primordial incarnation of the lord who appeared in the form of the other Avataras. Although the appearance of lord Rama and his exhortation to translate Bhagavata Purana into Telugu to be dedicated to lord Rama motivated Potana to take up the sacred mission, he dedicated his work, instead, to lord Krishna conscious of the primordiality of the lord.
Bhagvata Purana is considered to be an embodiment of lord Vishnu, its twelve Chapters or Skandhas being considered as the organs of the lord. The significance of Dasama Skandha is evident from the fact that it is considered to be the face of the lord. Just as Krishnavatara is distinct from the remaining Avataras of the lord, Dasama Skandha is distinct from the other Chapters of Bhagavata Purana.
The story of Krishna is competently described in several other Sanskrit works, the principal among them being Jaya Deva`s Gita Govinda, Leela Suka`s Sri Krishna Karnamruta and Narayana Tirthulu`s Sri Krishna Leelatarangini, among others. An equally eloquent account of lord Krishna in Telugu is provided by Yarrana’s Hari Vamsa and Potana`s Dasama Skandha of his Bhagavata Purana, among others. 
Dasama Skandha is the biggest among the Chapters of Bhagavata Purana spreading over three thousand verses and pieces of prose. It is divided into two parts known as Purva Bhaga and Uttara Bhaga. The Telugu titles of principal aspects of the Purva Bhaga are : (Part I): Krisnavatara Ghattam,   Kamsuni pampuna Putana yanu Rakshasi  Vrepalle ku Chanudenchuta, Sri Krishna Balaramula Balyakreedabhivarnana, Mryudbhakshana, Viswarupa Pradarshanabhivarnanamu, Sri Krishnudu Kaliyamardanamu Gavinchuta, Gopika Vastrapaharanamu, Sri Krishnudu Govardhana Parvatamunettut. (Part II):  Rasakreedabhivarnanamu, Kamsuni Pampuna Akrurudu Brindavanamunaku Chanudenchuta, Sri Krishnamurty Madhuranagara Prvesamu Cheyuta, Sri Krishna Balaramulu Chanura Mushtikulanu Vadhinchuta, Sri Krishnudu Kamsuni Vadhinchuta, Muchkunduni Purva Kathabhivarnanamu, Rukmini Kalyana  Katha Prarambhamu, and Sri Krishnudu Rukmini Devini Pendliyaduta.among others. The Uttara Bhaga of Bhagavata Purana  is constituted, among others, by the Telugu titles :  (Part III): Sri Krisnudu Satyabhamatokudanaragi Narakasuruni Vadhinchuta, Naradundu Sri Krishnunito Dharmaraju Rajasuyamu Neraverpumani Chepputa, Pandavulu Sri Krishnuni Yadurkoni Todkoni Povuta, Sri Krishnuni Sahayunduga Bhimundu  Jarasandhunito Yudhamu Seyuta, Dharmaraju Chesedi Rajasuyamunandu Sri Krishnudu Sisupaluni Vadhinchuta, Kuchelopakhyanamu, Subhadra Parinayamu, and Parikshittunaku Sukayogi Vishnuseva Prasastyambu Chepputa.
2. Krishna Bringing Nanda from City of Varuna
On a sacred Ekadasi-day Nanda observed fasting and performed Puja of Vishnu. Unmindful of the fact that it was time of demons, he got into river Yamuna to have Dwadasi-bath even before the day-break. Then demon Varuna`s servant took him away to the city of Varuna. Rest of the Gopakas got agitated since they could not find Nanda. They shouted loud to call Balarama and Krishna. The latter could know that his father was deceitfully kidnapped by the servant of Varuna to his land. He reached that land at once (953). 
Varuna saw Madhava visiting his place, worshipped him hurriedly, and said obediently, “Oh! Lord! You are kind enough to visit my house. You make the learned happy. You are the lord who makes those rejoicing in your lotus-shaped feet tread a path unattainable to others. A visit by such a lord filled my heart with over-flowing joy. My desires are fulfilled. Obeisance to you makes my life sanctified (954, 955, 956). Oh! Mahatma! Maya, capable of engulfing all the Lokas, is incapable of conquering you and hence remains under your control, you being the lord of lords.Your effulgent form is the donor of good. You rejoice always in protecting the pious-minded. You are the emperor of those virtuous people who possess Tapas as their wealth. I am saluting to such a lord to free myself from the bodily turmoils (957).You are a role-model in devotion to one`s father ! Your devotees with  pure hearts  are dear to you ! Without even an iota of intelligence my servant  brought your father here. Kindly take back your father with you.Forget about the offence. Pardon me and my servant and show kindness to us. Forgiving the repentant  is a resplendent virtue in you (958).

Excusing the repentant Varuna, Hari returned along with his father. Nanda narrated to his relations the account of his son releasing him from Varuna`s city and bringing him back.They in return thought Krishna to be lord Iswara himself. He promised to fulfill their desires (959). He felt that people, in general, get entangled in mundane worldly activities experiencing pleasure and pain being engulfed in a mirage incapable of realizing his true form (960). With such thoughts  the kind-hearted lord manifested to the Gopakas his Loka which transcends Maya,which is effulgent, indescribable, real, blissful with realization, ultimate, eternal and seen only by those transcending the Trigunas (961). The lord showed to Nanda and others the Brahmaloka seen by Akrura earler. They felt delighted. They saw the divine form of Krishna, praised and worshipped him (962). 
There was then the onset of autumn with nights illuminating all directions under full moon.These nights caused feast to the lotuses, difficult times to the love-lorn, favourable conditions for Cupid`s sojourns, enjoyable times to clusters of Chakora birds and times congenial for the wives to succumb to the enticements of their husbands (963).There was onset of Sarad Purnima which provides a clarification to the art of love-making, makes the lotuses blossom, provokes the desire for love-making, eliminates the tolerance of love-lorn, perturbs the Chakravaka birds and causes joy and good to the people, in general (964). Just as a lover applies Kumkum to the fore-head of his sweet-heart, moon, comparable to a lover beautified the east, comparable to his sweet-heart, by the red light, comparable to Kumkum, propagated at the time of his onset in the east (965). Circular, effulgently red and extra-ordinarily smooth  full moon emerged on the sky in the proximity of Udayagiri to the delight of clusters of Chakoras. It appeared as a golden Kalasam on the army-camp of Manmadha invading the soldiers of the love-mongers. It is like the weapon of the destroyer of demon Sambara intended to cut across the resistance of the love-lorn, comparable to the tender edges of a creeper. It is like a fire let loose by Manmadha to destroy the cofidence, comparable to a forest, of the lovers separated from their sweet-hearts. It is like a torch used by Manmadha to hunt the lovers tormented by the pangs of separation from their love-mates (966).
3. Krishna Playing Flute on an Autumn-Night -  Gopikas Coming to Him
Having seen the sky with the full moon comparable to the face of goddess Lakshmi decorated by the application of fresh Kumkum, Krishna with eyes similar to white lotuses played on the flute on the coast of Yamuna in Brindavan enchanting the entire world. With minds engrossed in that melodious music the Gopikas got perturbed. They became incapable of doing any work. They forgot about untieng  the calves to enable them to go to their mother-cows. After doing that they forgot to milk the cows. Having done that they forgot to boil the milk. After doing that they forgot to take out the milk pots from the flame.Having taken them out they forgot to give the milk to their kids. After doing that they forgot to serve their husbands. Having served them they forgot to eat food. Even after doing that they forgot to decorate the tufts of their hair with flowers. After doing that they forgot to wear their ornaments. Having worn the ornaments they failed to keep the cows at their stipulated places. 
They did not prepare sweet dishes with the milk. They failed to behave unperturbed. They failed  to apply black colour to their eyes. They forgot to tie their hair tidily. They did not apply sandal-wood paste to their bosoms. They failed to wear their clothes properly.They did not inform about their course of action to their servant-maids. They did not abandon their plan of action even when their brothers and sisters, husbands, uncles, younger brothers of their husbands and child ren opposed. Their minds got disturbed and tired by the arrows of Cupid. Like lightnings coming out of clusters of clouds, the Gopikas hurriedly left to see Krishna (967). A few other beautiful women could not come out immediately from their houses. They experienced the pangs of separation from Krishna, chose  Krishna as their husband, experienced in their minds the feeling of embracing him and felt ecstatic about it. They could disentangle themselves from both good and bad family bonds resulting from the past Karmas. They could sanctify themselves by relinquishing their mundane bodies constituted by the Trigunas (968).

Having heard those words king Parikshit asked, “Oh! Suka! Gopikas considered Krishna merely as their lover and not as great Parabrahma. How could they with such a mundane desire relinquish their bodies formed by the Trigunas? Please clarify this to me (969,970)!” Then Suka replied, “Oh! The best among kings! I told you earlier that even stupid Sisupala, in spite of being Krishna`s foe, attained Moksha. If that is so, what is it that cannot be attained by those dear to Krishna? The incarnation as an Avatara of Krishna who is an embodiment of virtues, who is eternal, incomprehensible and beyond the wordly Gunas is the donor of Moksha to human beings. There is no doubt about it (971,972).” If one is engrossed in the thoughts of Hari through relationship, or enmity, or lust, or happiness, or fear of death, or devotion, one attains Moksha (973). Therefore  even a touch of Hari,the best among all, free from birth and lord of Yogiswaras, by even immovables like mountains results in  attainment of Moksha. There is no need to get astonished about it (974).Seeing those Gopikas who came there after listening to his sweet music,the lord who is skilled,great and full of auspicious qualities said as follows (975) :- 
“Oh! Tender and delicate ladies! Is everything safe with you? I hope there is no danger to your village. Why did you come so far  at this time during which wild animals such as lions and tigers  roam about? Why did you come during the night? Is it advisable for you to move in this region? Enough! Now you go back happily to your village (976)!I do not know where your mothers, fathers, husbands, husbands` younger brothers, sons, village-elders, brothers and sisters and relations are searching for you in your village, not knowing your  where-abouts.  Is it fair for you to do such daring acts (977)? Is it fair for ladies from respectable families to come away from homes to meet, with sensual desires, a male other than their husbands? Does the society condone such an act? Are such ladies, by such an act not eroding the reputation of their families, putting their husbands to shame, causing anxiety to the parents of their husbands, defaming their brothers and sisters,thrashing the plans of their parents and causing abhorrence to their relations (978)?
It is not desirable for a house-wife to have illegitimate contact. If the husband comes to know about it, life is at a risk. If the king comes to know about it, punishment is imposed. Father-in-law breaks the relationship if he comes to know about it. Trouble sets in if the village head knows about it. If the parents know about it they cannot move in the society without courting ill-fame. If the wife of husband`s brother knows, she ridicules. Sons stop giving respect and relations banish from family links on knowing the news about the contact. Others start treating her insultingly. Such a woman has no peace either in this  life or after death. Fame and happiness vanish (979). It is improper on the part of a woman to snap relationship with her husband even when he is immoral or weak or ugly or uneducated or dull or sickly (980). 
Oh! Dear ladies! This is a forest beautified by trees grown on the waters of river Kalindi with tender and grown up leaves and flowers. Your minds have gone astray. Feed your weeping children with milk. Untie the knots to enable the calves to go to their mother-cows. Serve your husbands well (981). You came here desiring me. There is nothing more desired by me. It is proper since all living beings are dear to me. But you should not remain here. The duty of a wife  is to serve her husband. This is what the elders recommend everywhere (982). It is enough if you think about me, hear about me, see me, sing songs about me and keep your mind on me. You are then sanctified. Now you go back to your houses! (983).

After hearing those words of Krishna, the mouths of the Gopikas got dried up by the touch of heat generated by the hot breath exhaled by them due to the thought of separation from Krishna. The tears from their eyes were flowing down to erase the Kumkum applied by them to their breasts.The warmth of their palms applied to their cheeks dried up the beauty of their faces.Their confidence vanished due to the incessant incidence of the arrows of Cupid.Intense sorrow caused stammering and the harsh words of their husbands caused fear leading to rubbing of their feet on the floor in confusion. They got sunk in intense agony (984, 985).
The Gopikas said, “Alas! We have intense faith in you. We cannot call you cruel. We came here secretly, setting aside all our house-hold matters, to worship your lotus-like feet. You are the primordial ruler. Protect us the way you protect those seeking Moksha. Is it proper for you to forsake the women enchanted by you? (986,987).You said that a righteous path for house-wives is to serve husbands, children and relations. You are an embodiment of virtuosity. You please think over to judge whether it is unfair for mortal women like us to satiate our desires by reposing faith in you since you manifest yourself in the forms of husbands, sons and others (988). The intelligent repose their faith in you. You are capable of showing incessant love and affection. Why do you direct us to go to husbands, children and others who cause agony to us? While the hope in our lives is entwined in you, why do you want to snap it down? You are an abode of grace. Please save us (989)!
Oh! Krishna! Our feet are ready to reach reverentially your lotus-like feet and and are unwilling to go away from them. Our hands refuse to do any work other than touching your lotus-shaped palms. Our ears refuse to listen to any words other than your nectar-like words. Our eyes refuse to see anything other than your beautiful form. Our tongues refuse to utter anything other than the narration of your sterling qualities. Yet you are least hesitant to express your disapproval for our presence in your vicinity. You made yourself dear to us and stole away our hearts. What is it that we can do now (990)? Oh! Lord! with lotus-shaped eyes! By virtue of our past rituals we are able to come at last to the proximity of your lotus-shaped feet which supplemented the beauty of goddess Lakshmi. We cannot go away from here. We are unwilling to obey our husbands. Do carpenter-beetles addicted to the fragrance of flowers of sandalwood-trees go near other flowers (991)?
Oh! Lord Krishna with eyes  like lotuses! Goddess Lakshmi desires the dust of your feet to be blessed with a chance to stay together on your broad breast intimately with goddess Tulasi (992).Oh! Lord! You are an ornament to the race of men. Being tormented by Manmadha and tempted by your smile and soft words, we came to you in spite of causing displeasure to our mothers-in-law and fathers-in-law. In the process, unmindful of getting ill-fame, we inflicted sorrow on our husbands. We do not like the company of anybody else. Please save us by permitting us to serve you (993).Do women not get attracted to their lovers? Do the lovers not treat them with a favourable consideration? Does love generate only in us? Do your words resemble the words of men-folk? It is not proper on your part to talk this way. Being tormented by the fire of love, we are not able to go away from you. Oh! Virtuous man! Embrace us and gain more virtue (994)! 
Your cheeks are brightened by the dazzling of your earrings. Your fore-head became beautiful being covered by your thick locks of hair. Your lips exude nectar. The beauty of your face is heightened by your endearing smile. All these are are irresistible attractions towards you for us. We became submissive to the volley of arrows let loose from Manmadha`s  bow. Please save us (995).Oh! Protector of Gokula! Come near us and sprinkle the nectar oozing out from your lips on ours. Keep your broad, attractive and pure chest on our breasts. Keep your extremely handsome lotus-shaped hands on our tufts of hair. Make your kind and affectionate looks incident on our countenances. Pour the nectar of your fresh and adorable words into our ears. How can we survive without getting the benefit of all these favours? Where else can we go? Please pay heed to these requests from us (996).Oh1 Darling! We swear that the passion generated by your looks, smile and songs has been scorching us. It can be quenched only by the nectar exuding from your countenance. Otherwise we get extinguished at your feet by the conflagration of separation from you and remain there (997).

Seeing your effulgent form and listening to your music,  even trees, wild animals, birds and cow-herds get enchanted. There is no wonder that women get enticed by you and your music (998) Oh! Son of Yasoda! One who steals the hearts of women! With what can we extinguish the fire of Manmadha other than a drizzle of your sweet words? How can we cross Manmadha`socean without  a ferry provided by your sweet glances? How can the darkness spread by Manmadha be overcome without your smile comparable to moon-light? How can the fever caused by attraction towards you subside without the sprinkling of fresh nectar from your lips? How can we survive without your kind embrace? Manmadha is devoid of kindness. Does he allow us to survive? What is going to be our fate (999)? Oh! Lord with lotus-shaped eyes! Like lord Hari protecting Devtas, put your palm with grace on our chests and heads to prevent us from falling down unconscious (1000).
Oh! Son of Nanda! Alas! You are unperturbed even when  the fire of separation from you is tormenting us. You do not even raise your eyes and desire to talk with us. You are extremely hard-hearted (1001). Krishna heard the doleful words of the Gopikas who spoke being affected by the incessant volley of Manmadha`s arrows. Krishna who is the lord of Yogiswaras  rejoicing within himself as an elevated soul satisfied the wishes of the Gopikas (1002). With glances full of kindness, attraction from his garments and locks of hair, erotic touch of the different parts of the bodies of the Gopikas, pricking them with his nails, enticing embraces, sweet union of his lips with those of the Gopikas, Krishna vanquished the pride of Manmadha and made the Gopikas happy through different acts of love-making (1003). Krishna shone like a moon in the midst of stars when the Gopikas with faces brightened due to thankfulness to him surrounded him with adoration (1004). With hundreds of women admiring him and singing songs in praise of him, the lord with eyes resembling lotuses and a garland of flowers on his neck, playing happily, became an ornament to the entire forest (1005).
The lord is a judicious wielder of Maya normally accessible to none and adept in inflicting confusion on all. The Gopikas were sanctified by getting such a lord and were engrossed in love-making. In order to control their emotional outbursts and to bless them later, the lord endowed with virtues to do good to them, vanished (1006). When the lord thus vanished the Pallavakantas, not finding him, were agitated like female elephants not finding their male partners. With admiration for the qualities of the lord such as his movements, mode of laughing, glances, playfulness and conversation they got intoxicated with agitated minds. Shouting “ I am Krishna!” each one of them started reeling under mimicry of the qualities of the lord (1007). 
Suka continued  his  narration of Bhagavata Purana to king Parikshit by saying, Oh! King! Pallavanganas started searching for the lord in the forest on the coast of Kalindi oblivious of the fact that he is all pervading, residing both inside and outside of all movable and immovable beings (1008). The Gopanganas with countenances comparable to lotus-petals started searching for Krishna singing as follows:- “ Oh! Punnaga tree! Have you seen one who gets regards from the best of men? Oh! Bottuga tree! Have you seen one having a Tilaka on his fore-head? Oh! Karpoora tree! Have you come across one who is prominent with immense strength? Oh! Mankena tree! Have you seen one who is a relation and friend to everyone? Oh! Velaga tree! Have you come across one who resembles Manmadha in beauty? Oh! Bamboo tree! Have you seen one holding a flute? Oh! Sandal-wood tree! Have you seen one cool like sandal-wood paste? Oh! Molla creeper! Have you seen one with teeth as white as buds of Molla? Oh! Maruvaka tree! Have you seen one with the grandeur of Devendra? Oh! Regu tree! Have you come across one who is the lord of the entire world? Oh! Prenkana tree! Have you seen one rejoicing in happily roaming about (1009)?” 
In addition, they enquired, “Oh! Jasmine creepers! One, dark in complexion, with lotus-shaped eyes, sprinkling kindness all around, with  a peacock-feather on his tuft of hair and with a countenance bedecked with a sweet smile, stole away our chastity  and disappeared. We hope he is not there inside your bushes. In case he is there please let us know (1010, 1011). Oh! Clove trees! Madiphala trees! and orange-fruit trees! one,  giving immense pleasure to the on-lookers and even to Manmadha by his mere appearance, having a chest which is the abode of goddess Lakshmi, with an ability to play melodiously on flute,  is missing inflicting on us the pain of  incidence of floral arrows of Manmadha. We hope he has not come to you. In case he is there with you please show him to us (1012).
Oh! Beautiful and great Kodise trees! Have you seen Madhava who is a Manmadha to women-folk? Oh! Maddi trees with beautiful and long branches! Have you come across a good-looking and a valarous person who was  killer of Vatsasura? Oh! Lofty Asoka trees! Have you seen one who felled Maddi trees with long branches? Oh! Fresh and beautiful Sampenga trees! Have you seen one with lotus-shaped eyes who can see that  grief is eliminated? Oh! Erragorinta trees! Have you  come across a golden crowned  man with a strong body? Oh! Beautiful Molla trees! Beautiful Nelli trees! Have you seen one roaming about in Erragorinta bushes (1013)? Oh! Kaligottu trees! Please catch hold of Nandanandana who disappeared! Oh! Creepers of pepper! Please ask Krishna as to why he abandoned pleasure-loving women like us. Oh! Clusters of mangoes! We hope that the lotus-eyed  has not hidden himself some-where here. Oh! Gurivenda creepers! Please inform Madhava who is Manmadha for us about our where-abouts and save us! Oh! Jaju plants! Please propagate in all directions  that it is not fair on the part of Hari to forsake women of high pedigree! Oh! Plantain trees! You please go and bring lotus-petal-eyed man wearing a peacock feather in his hair and kindly show him to us (1014)!
Oh! Tulasi plant! You are dear to the feet of Hari. You are sanctified by the consideration Hari gives to you. We hope that Hari has not come to your proximity. In case he came there you please let us know the path followed by him and do good to us (1015). Oh! Pogada trees! Have you seen one who deserves praise? Oh! Errakittali trees! Show us the best among men! Oh! Molla plants! Show us the man who has a wide reputation! Oh! Moduga trees! Where is the one described by Suka? Please tell us about his where-abouts (1016)! Oh! Feminine deer!Your looks show, on close examination, that they have the fragrance of the flower-garland in the neck of Hari which was smeared by the Kumkum applied by the young women to their nipples. They suggest, on close observation,  that they might have seen Hari. Please tell us about the location of Hari and become virtuous (1017)!Oh! Goddess earth! The lord embraced you in Varaha-avatara, worshipped you as Trivikrama and put feet on your surface as Krishna. We do not know what rituals were performed by you in your past births to deserve all this (1018)?
Thus the Gopikas got mental aberration consequent upon their youthful out-bursts of love and infatuation of Krishna. They started imitating the acts of Krishna (1019).While one Gopika imitated Putana, the other acted as Krishna suckling milk from her breasts. One acted as a baby weeping for milk  and kicked another acting as Sakatasura. One acted as Trinavarta and took away another acting as Krishna. While one imitated Bakasura the other humiliated her as Krishna with lotus-shaped eyes. Two of the Gopikas acted as Balarama and Krishna while some more acted as cows. The latter shouted that they were cows while the former called them to their midst saying that they were Nandakumaras (1020).

Sage Suka continued, Oh! King Parikshit, a king of great past history! One Gopika acting as Madhava said that the entire universe was in her belly opening her mouth to show it to another Gopika acting as Yasoda (1021). When one Gopika said that  she was Nandanandana, a thief of butter, the other one said making gestures that she was Yasoda and held the first one with a garland of flowers (1022).One Gopika was rejoicing by saying playfully, “This is serpent Kaliya. These are his wives praying to me. I am Nandanandana (1023)”. 
Another Gopika lifted the tip of her saree with her little finger saying, “ All these companions are Gopalakas. That one there is Devendra. Here is the onset of the hailstorm. I am Hari. Look here! I am lifting the mountain (1024)!” Yet another Gopika said while swallowing  a grass-reed, “You are Gopakas. I am the enemy of demons. There is out-break of a forest-fire! Do not look at that side! I am extinguishing it (1025).” Getting  thus intoxicated, those beautiful Gopikas were enquiring about the where-abouts of Hari from the trees and creepers of Brindavan and went inside the forest through intractable paths. They could locate the foot-prints of Hari beautified by the impressions of a lotus, a flag, a plough, a dimond, a Kalasam and a spear and were gloating over it saying as follows among themselves (1026) :-
“Here he plucked flowers for the beloved. Impression of only the fore-fingers are seen on the earth. Here he lifted his lover in his hands and went forward as indicated by the absence of her  foot-prints. Here he set right and beautified the tuft of hair of his sweet-heart. Here is a nice place where they both sat. Here he offered his red lips to her. The reaction of his lover is evident here. He entered the lake with the woman here. There is a clear evidence of their coming out from water here. Here he got his lover fully engrossed in love-making. Here are indications of their love-intoxicated tossing-about (1027). In addition, there are sets of four foot-prints here suggesting that he walked here holding the hand of his beloved. Here there is impression of  male and female forms close to each other indicating that he was flat on the ground along with her. Here there is evidence to suggest that a woman prayed to his feet and he bent down to hold her. Her mode of praying looks very pleasing. Here he might have walked opposite to a woman since there are impression of foot-prints opposite to each other. Here he might have gone away without stopping when a woman followed him since the foot-prints of the woman are overlapping on his. Look here!  He might have moved with a woman on either side since we find sets of six foot-prints (1028, 1029).

Oh!Woman with face as beautiful as the moon! These are the feet of the lord which enlighten the path of meditation of  the best among ascetics, namely Sanaka and Sanandana. Oh! Lady! These are the feet which beautify the hair of women comparable to Vedas.Oh! Woman with a graceful walking like that of an elephant!These feet are the props to the daughter of the oceans, goddess Lakshmi. Oh! Woman with eyes comparable to a lotus! These are the feet which entice the mind of a woman comparable to Moksha. Oh! Lady! These are the feet the dust of which is worn on their heads by the best among Devtas, namely Brahma and Rudra”.
So saying some Gopikas failed to locate him in spite of  tracing the path followed by the lord with lotus-shaped eyes (1030).In order to show the humiliation suffered by husbands submissive to their wives and the haughtiness exhibited by such wives, Krishna moved intimately with a woman. The woman became proud that the lord left all other women and was with her. With that pride she said, “Oh! Lord with lotus-shaped eyes! I cannot walk any longer. You carry me on your back.” The lord vanished  immediately on hearing those words. The woman became repentant and started weeping saying, “Oh! Krishna! My beloved lord! Where did you go? Please come back. I  becme subservient to serve your feet.” Seeing that, some Gopikas felt that the haughtiness of the woman caused by the familiarity of the lord landed her in such troubles (1031, 1032).
Sage Suka continued, Oh! King Parikshit! The Gopikas recollected their past experiences with Krishna and praised the lord. One Gopika said, “ The lord was caressing me a short-while ago in this enclosure.” Another narrated, “ In this secluded place the lord embraced me intensely”. Yet another said, “ Under the shade of this tree he took away my inhibitions by piercing nail-bitings”. One more narrated, “ Near this flower-creeper he caught hold of me and kissed me”. Another recollected, “ On this flower-platform the lord kept flowers in my tuft of hair”(1033, 1034). Thus the Gopikas with tender and delicate builts searched in Brindavan over and over again for the lord and failed to locate him. Singing in praise the qualities and deeds of him keeping their minds, words and bodies immersed in thoughts of the lord, the Gopikas forsake desire to go back to their homes and went in stead to the sandy banks of Yamuna (1035)
4. Gopikas Praising Krishna
Having gone there, they were saying the following words keeping Hari in their mind :- “Oh! Beloved! Consequent upon your birth, your place of birth has been brimming with prosperity. Keeping our lives at stake we are searching for you to have a glance of you (1036,1037).Oh! Beloved lord! Your appearance makes the beauty of the lotuses of Saradritu subsidiary.Being enticed by such good looks of you, we became your unpaid slaves. Being valourous. does it not amount to killing us if you torment us this way (1038)? You saved us from poisoned waters, a serpent-shaped demon, a hail-storm, a forest-fire and many more calamities. Having done all that, is it fair on your part to leave us to the mercy of the arrows of Manmadha (1039)? 
Oh! Lord with lotus-shaped eyes! You are not merely the son of Yasoda. You are the force functioning as evidence behind the mental faculties of all living beings. You are the ruler of all. When lord Brahma prayed to you and begged you to save the universe, you took birth with a beautiful form in a good family to redeem the earth (1040). Oh! Lord! Your lotus-shaped hand eliminates  the fear generated by family, accepts the hand of goddess Lakshmi and grants boons to us. Keep such a hand on our heads and protect us (1041). Oh! Madhava! Your foot goes behind the cows, eliminates the clusters of sins committed by your devotees, dances on the hoods of the cruel Kaliya. Keep such a lotus-shaped foot on our breasts and redeem us from the pain inflicted by the flower-shaped arrows of Manmadha and save us (1042). Your words, very well-pronunced and sweet,  are pleasing to the learned .They made us get enamoured. By allowing us to suck the nectar oozing from your lips, you make us overcome the agony caused by Manmadha (1043).Oh! Lord with lotus-shaped eyes! Alas! Is it fair on your part to be so cruel towards women? You are the redeemer of fear of your devotees. We are sub-servient to you. Please save us by showing your sweet countenance (1044).
Oh! Conqueror of goddess Lakshmi`s heart! The nectar of the tales about you is extensively rich and fortune-giving. Even by mere listening to them evils like lust and anger are destroyed. They are acclaimed by Sanaka and others. They are the   sustenance for the best of men engrossed in an uninterrupted meditation. How can it be accessible to those who are devoid of the reputation of being highly charitable (1045)? Oh! Krishna! Your smiles, glances, diverse places of wandering, thoughts and satirical words implanted in our hearts are inescapable (1046).Oh! Lord with lotus-shaped eyes! Our hearts ache at the thought of your feet, as delicate as lotuses, being subjected to pain by walking on sprouts of grass and pebbles when you follow the cows to feed them leaving the village (1047).
Oh! The most valourous among men! You remember how you raked up increasing pangs of love in our hearts at the sight of your face, handsome as a lotus, and bedecked with locks of hair turned brown by a coating of dust raised by the hoofs of cows brought back by you from the forest during the evenings (1048). Oh! Beloved! Your pair of feet satisfies desires of your devotees. It is worshipped by lord Brahma. It is an ornament to the earth. It destroys sorrow. It protects  by granting  well-being. May you keep such a pair of feet on our chests (1049)! Oh! Lord! The nectar oozing from your lips increases our desire for love-making, removes sorrow, accepts kisses from the music-giving flute and foments other desires. Please satiate our tormenting desire for love-making (1050).
Oh! Beloved of goddess Lakshmi! Your loitering in the forest during day-time deprives us of the opportunity to see, to our heart`s satisfaction, your face beautified by your locks of curly hair on your fore-head. Hence minutes feel like Yugas for us. To compensate for that we proposed to watch you uninterrupted during the nights to satiate the eyes. But the cruel Brahma created these eye-lids obstructing the eyes (1051). Oh! Beloved! When our ears were filled with the melody of your soft songs, we got enticed  and came here hurriedly in spite of our relations, husbands, elder and younger brothers, sons and others warning us not to go out in the night. Now we have no idea about your where-abouts. Will there be any other hard-hearted man like you (1052)? Oh! Krishna! Our hearts are infatuated, attracted and amused by your love-provoking words spoken in solitude to us, your sweet glances mingled with expressions exhibiting Navarasas and your broad chest which is the abode of goddess Lakshmi (1053).

Oh! Krishna! We are pained that your feet, beautiful and more delicate than flowers, get withered by the pressure of our hard nipples. Your wanderings in the torturous forest with such feet cause to us, your sweet-hearts, agony comparable to that of death (1054). Oh! Krishna! Arrows of Manmadha are tormenting us since they are impossible to resist. Being terrified we came to catch hold of your feet. Is it fair on your part to leave us in the midst of the forest and run away (1056)? Oh! Abode of kindness! When the demons become violent all of a sudden and attack with determination the groups of Devtas and bombard them with sharp arrows, the elders say, that you intercept and punish the demons. We are women having implicit faith in you. We forsook our husbands and came to you. Alas! When the notorious archer, Manmadha, has been chasing us, why are you not preventing him to do so (1057)? Oh! Govinda! Oh! Hari! The sweet archer attacked us and inflicted arrows on us to tear apart our hearts. Considering our mutual relationship, please listen to our cries of sorrow (1058).”

Thus those ladies sang with melodious voices praising Krishna`s qualities. They shouted “Please come!”. Then the Paramatma manifested before them as one capable of enticing all the three Lokas. He appeared as a Manmadha among Manmadhas, having a beautiful appearance, wearing heart-conquering garlands and yellow silken robes (1059). Seeing such a beloved, the ladies were delighted with broad faces and stood up as if dead organs came back to life (1060). One lady joined her two open palms with devotion to her beloved and then held his reddish hand. Another lady got delighted by keeping the hand of her beloved lord on her neck. Yet another one touched the betel-coated lips of her beloved with her hand. Another lady kept the feet of her lover on her breasts which were restless due to separation from him. One more woman turned to her lover  as if to beat him, with sharp looks, contracted eye-brows, biting her lips, uttering words of anger caused due to interruption in love-making (1061).
Oh! King Parikshit! Another lady was staring at the lotus-shaped face of Hari without even closing the eye-lids and yet not getting satiated like a pious man getting addicted to staring at the lotus-shaped feet of Hari without getting satisfied (1062). Another lady with limbs as delicate as creepers saw the effulgent form of Madhava, imprisoned it with her creeper-like looks, kept it inside her heart and suddenly closed the eye-lids as if  to prevent it from escaping. She then embraced him remaining intoxicated in that position with beautiful closed eyes like an ascetic (1063).Yet another lady said blaming the lord, “Oh! Praneswara! Where did you go deceiving me?” Another lady lamented as to how the lotus-eyed lord could get his feet obey him to leave her and go. Another women lamented by saying, “ Even when you deserted me I could still remain alive which shows that my friendship with you is not steadfast.” Another woman was blaming the sinful destiny for taking the lord away from her. Yet another lady questioned the lord, “Oh! Beloved! What crime did I commit to deserve separation from you? Is it fair on your part to desert me?” One more lady felt happy that getting the opportunity to see the face of her beloved was the result of her past rituals (1064).
Another woman  with a melodious voice  and words as delicious as nectar spoke to her companion, “ If I talk first with the lord I break my oath and hence I speak only when the beloved speaks to me first (1065)”. Yet another woman said, “ Unless my beloved touches me  I am not ready to touch him”.Yet Manmadha made her determination vanish (1066). Another innocent woman wanted to avoid looking at her beloved since he vanished without informing her. However, she could not resist lifting her face to look at the lord, being subjected to the enticement of Manmadha (1067).Having thus seen the effulgent and handsome form of the lord, the Gopikas could overcome the heat of separation from their beloved and became elated like ascetics getting disentangled from the worldly bondages with the appearance of the lord (1068, 1069). 
The effulgent lord being thus surrounded by the Gopakantas looked like the Paramatma coupled with goddess Sakti. He went to a sandy spot along with the beautiful Gopakantas. The place was hovered by carpenter-beetles making a soft humming noise being intoxicated by a gentle breeze full of fragrance generated by Mandara and Molla flowers. The darkness of the place was driven away by the clusters of moon-rays of Sarad Ritu. The place was further softened by the fine sand collected on it by the ripples of river Yamuna.There the Gopikas had the consummation of supreme knowledge and attained the consequent quenching of the pangs of separation from the lord and of their desires of union with the lord (1070). Those Gopikas with eyes as beautiful as fish and with emotions brimming for union with the lord improvised a reclining place for their beloved by spreading parts of their saries on the sand (1071). The lord, with beauty unmatched in all the three Lokas exuding from his body,who reclines on the cosy seats in the form of the hearts of the best among ascetics, was now found relaxing on the seat improvised by the Gopikas by spreading their robes on the sand (1072).Those women were admiring the lord who was provoking instincts of love-making in them. With smile on their faces exuding grace, they happily surrounded the lord. They were pressing his feet with their hands, playfully blaming him with sarcastic comments and said the following words showing a little anger on their faces :-

“Oh! Gopakumara! Some show grace to those who pray to them. Some show grace, in addition, even to those who do not pray to them. Some show show grace neither to those who pray to them nor to those who do not (1074).” Having heard those words spoken secretly by the Gopikas, the handsome Nandabalaka said the following words :- “Oh! Ladies as tender as creepers! Some serve the cows since they give milk in return. Similarly they serve those from whom they expect something in return. They are selfish and such an attitude is not considered to be love. Some others with kind hearts serve even those who do not serve them in return. The attitude of such people is sheer kindness similar to fathers loving their sons. Their nature to serve others is not motivated by expecting something in return. Some others have no intention to serve and hence they neither serve those who serve them in return nor those who do not. They rejoice in themselves. They transcend a desire to enjoy. Some others are hard-hearted and forget the help done by others. You seem to relegate me to this last category (1075,1076). I do not belong to any of the categories mentioned by you. I am extremely kind-hearted. I am a close relation of you. In order to provoke extreme concentration on me I disappeared from you (1077).
I do not show my form to my devotees since I feel that after seeing me, they feel proud and stop worshipping  me. Just as a poor man who lost his money thinks always about it, my devotees continue to think about me as long as I do not appear before them (1078). Keeping your mind on me  you came to me forsaking your parents, relations, husbands and children relinquishing  what is rightful. I inflicted on you the pain of separation from me. Please excuse me for the mistake committed. I have been hearing the words spoken by you under the influence of pangs of separation from me (1079). Oh! Ladies! Relinquishing the family bonds, which should not be done, you kept your mind incessantly on me. I cannot reciprocate the favour done by you even when the prolonged period of this Yuga comes to a close. I was away from you not out of lack of gratitude for you. It is to provoke you to think incessantly about me. Consider this act of mine as help done to you in return. Do nt find fault with me for leaving you. Please have grace on me and tolerate (1080).” Having heard those well-spoken words of Hari, they gave up at once the pain of separation from the lord consequent upon reunion with him (1081).
5. A Description of Rasakrida
Then, Krishna, the eternal lord residing in all living beings, started dancing with diverse attractive expressions caused by facial, hand and leg movements. The Gopikas created the formation of a circle around the lord, each one joining each of her outstetched hands enthusiastically with that of the one adjacent to her.The sight created happiness to the Devatas viewing from above (1082).
Thus, Hari, adept in executing diverse postures of his body, got ready enthusiastically for the dance with the Gopikas. A couple of fully decorated Gopikas with countenances similar to a spotless moon, skilled in playing on the Veena, held the instruments in hands and played on them melodiously, singing simultaneously, causing immense pleasure to the listeners. Then Krishna held his flute in hand exhibiting an incessant, steady and tranquilising grace. He kept the instrument touching his sweet lips. He started playing on the flute with a rhythmic movement of his tender fingers on the holes of the instrument. His fingers were emanating still the floral fragrance obtained from the touch  of the flower-bedecked tufts of hair of the Gopikas. He stood with an unmatching grace in the midst of the Gopikas like a receptacle in the centre of a lotus.
Krishna multiplied himself and manifested in as many forms as there were Gopikas. He created the dancing team in such a way that there was a Gopika by the side of each Krishna  and a Krishna by the side of each Gopika. That formation looked like the embankment of a great ocean constituted by the art of dancing, causing thereby astonishment even to the multiple-eyed Devendra. The Devtas showered flowers from the sky with delight.The beauty of the carpenter-beetles coming out from those flowers was heightened by the manifestation of multiple Krishnas. The presence of many Krishnas in the midst of the Gopikas was like the effulgence of saphires embedded in gold and diamonds. The grandeur of male elephants, desirous of roaming about with female elephants, was exuding from the troupe performing the dance.The sight was comparable to blossoming creepers entwining trees with their tender leaves. The spectacle was like lightnings on a canopy of blue clouds. The dance was comparable to a  gushing of streams from clusters of hill-tops.
Krishna, capable of making all the Lokas get attracted to him, made his feet touch each other. The feet were red like red lotuses with nails looking like parts of the moon in purity.Those feet, e ornaments to the hearts of Yogindras like Sanaka and Sanandana, functioned then as decorations to the combed hairs of the singing Gopikas. Standing appropriately  he sprinkled flowers with his two palms joined together. Later he kept his handsome lotus-like hands on the shoulders of Gopikas standing to his left and right. Synchronising with the song being sung he displayed an array of dancing steps causing astonishment. He started dancing with his hands clasped with those of the Gopikas on either side  maintaining thereby the circular formation of the troupe. He displayed along with the Gopikas diverse dancing modes such as Sankha, Padma, Vajra, Kanduka, Chaturmukha, Chakravala, Chaturbhadra, Saubhadra, Naga, Sandhyavartama, Kundalikarana and Khuraribandha.
They all stood in postures such as Ekapada, Samapada, Nivartita, Gatagata, Valita, Vysakha, Mandala and Tribhangi. The tinkling of their tiny golden bells and the melodious sounds of their  anklets were a feast to the ears of the people. They exhibited leg-movements such as Ghatita, Mardita and Parsvyaga during the dance. In addition, specialities in Pardhivachari such as Samapada, Sakata, Vadana, Matalli and Sukti and selected Gaganacharys such as Apakranta, Dolapada and Suchi were demonstrated. The dazzling of ruby-studded bangles on the hands of the Gopikas got propagated in all directions of the sky. Their hands wearing those bangles were auspicious in doing good to all the three Lokas. They looked handsome like the branches of Kalpataru and were competing with the trunks of mighty elephants.
In order to express the feelings and desires of their minds, they demonstrated in their dance diverse types of hand-movements such as Ardhachandra, Kartarimukha, Kapitha, Katakamukha, Sukatunda, Langula, Padmakosa and Pataka.The borders of golden coloured silken clothes tied to their waists smeared yellow colour to all the directions comparable to maidens. They exhibited variations in Janumandalas such as Askandha, Bhramara and Sakatasana. They also demonstrated Dyvamandalas such as Alata, Lalita and Vichitra, among others. The necklaces studded with sapphires, diamonds and Vydhuryas, beautifying the handsome conch-like necks of the dancing Gopikas, got interlinked due to movement on their handsome breasts which were the abodes of goddess Lakshmi. They executed attractive circular movements such as Angantara, Bahyalagna, Chatra and others. The dazzling of the earrings of the dancing Gopikas transcending the beauty of the solar system enhanced the grace of their mirror-like cheeks.
They demonstrated several Bhangimas such as Katibhranta, Lalata, Tilaka, Mayura, Lalita, Chakramandala, Nikunchita and Ganga-avatarana. Their looks, comparable to the grace of white lotuses, were able to drive away the sorrow of the poor.Their graceful eye-movements appeared as if they were traps for their eyes which looked like fish.They exhibited, in addition, eye-movements such as Lalita, Kunchita, Vikasa and Mukula. The expressed uncontaminated grace  from the countenances of the Gopikas appeared like the abode of a full-moon. Their dance could exude the variety of colours of peacocks giving the impression of an untimely rain-bow. They demonstrated expressions of the head-movements such as Nikunchita, Akunchita, Kampita, Akampita, Parivahita and Paravritta. Their plain fore-heads  smeared with decorative designs of Kasturi enabled them to express movements of their bodies such as Aparajita, Suchikavidda, Parichinna, Vishkambha and Rechita. They moved in the process their feet, waists, hands and necks. 
Thus the Rasakrida entertained the onlookers. It was like an ocean of nectar filled with a brilliant liquid exuding romantic love supplemented by the melody of Ragas like Sankarabharana. It created delight for the entire earth like the light of full-moon causing happiness to lotuses. It was beautified by specialities in expressions of the hands like Bhramara similar to the heightening of the beauty of a garden by a collection of carpenter-beetles. It blossomed like the thought process of a good-natured man. It was embellished with superlative dance-specialities like tha work of a gifted poet well-versed in all great literary works. The dance became adorable with the presence of Nandnandana like the Devaloka glorified by the presence of Vasuvus, Devatas and attractive gardens. It became an ornament to earth and heaven like the nature of a pious man. Like the decoration of an attractive neck-lace, the dance stole the hearts of onlookers through postural formations. Like the snow-covered mountains getting glorified by the presence of goddess Gauri, the dance became attractive with diverse movements. It blossomed with the the melody of music played on flute like the reputation of a race getting  enhanced by the birth of a virtuous son (1083).
With their waists swinging, smile spreading on their faces, neck-laces getting intertwined, laces tied to their waists getting loosened, looks spreading brigtness all around, sweating, locks of hair on the fore-heads getting dishevelled and earrings shining, the Gopikas sang  and played with Krishna enthusiastically like lightnings in the midst of blue clouds (1084).While the Gopikas, with faces similar to a spot-less moon, were dancing beautifully with the lord having lotus-shaped eyes, the tiny bells fastened to their waists, anklets on their legs and bracelets on their hands made a tinkling noise melodious to the ears (1085).When Hari was participating in a Rasakrida with Gopikas having eyes similar to those of deers, Devatas witnessed it from heaven along with their wives from air-crafts flying in a row (1086). Then flowers rained, trumpets blew from heaven, leaders of Gandharvas sang in praise of Hari (1087).
Seeing the lord dancing with the Gopikas, the Devakantas got intoxicated with a desire for love-making and reclined on their husbands (1088). When those Gopikas with faces similar to that of the moon were dancing with the lord born in the Chandravamsa, it looked as though, the progress of the night was delayed since the moon was busy witnessing the dance along with the stars (1089). A gentle breeze blew auspiciously pleasing the lord, when he was sprinkling the water-droplets of Yamuna, spreading Vanaja flowers on the floor, redressing the sweating bodies of the women dancing with him, making the women relax from the strain of the dance and causing a fresh feeling of solace in their hearts (1090).
When Madhava was singing, a handsome Gopika held Veena in her hands and started playing on it enthusiastically. Motivated by the appreciation of Krishna, she started singing a Raga with all the nuances of the music scrupulously maintained causing thereby the sprouting of leaves on the bare trunks of trees around (1091, 1092). Due to the heaviness of her back one of the Gopikas got tired while playing and singing with her anklets making a tinkling noise. She pulled Hari`s hand and put it on her chest for redressal (1093). When Govinda kept his athletic hand smeared with sandal paste and emanating floral fragrance on the back of a Gopika she reacted with excitement (1094). When a Gopika kept her cheek touching that of the lord, he kept the Tambula from his mouth on her cheek. When another got tired while playing, the lord offered his lofty pillar-like hand as a prop to her. Yet another Gopika got the sweat on her breasts wiped by the lord`s hand on approaching him. The lord set right the locks of hair on the fore-head of another woman. When a Gopika got exhausted due to singing the lord condescended by kissing her. When the neck-lace of yet another Gopika  got entwined on her back, the lord uncoiled it and kissed her (1095).

Hari showed grace on the Gopikas participating in the dance through a sweet smile, glances and singing of Ragas (1096). It was not a surprise to see the Gopikas, intoxicated with the pleasure of getting caressed by the lord, becoming unmindful of their robes slipping down. The wives of the Devtas, in their turn, got engrossed and mesmerized by witnessing the Rasakrida from the heaven (1097). Bhagavan Krishna thus manifested himself in as many replicas of him as there were Gopikas functioning as Atmarama. Yet the lord exhibited in the Rasakrida the innocence of a boy playing with his shadows (1098). The Gopikas thanked the out-come of the virtues of their past births which enabled them  to mingle with Nandakumara rejoicing with them smiling and glancing at them (1099).
6. A Description of Jalakrida
After stopping Rasakrida, Hari became interested in playing in waters with the sweating Gopikas. They appeared like lightnings in the midst of hail-storms. He entered into the waters of Yamuna.Those beautiful Gopikas entered into the waters before the lord did so. They went gradually inside from a depth of ankle, knee, waist, navel and chest to estimate the water-level. The ripples of Yamuna flew forward and touched them as if to stretch their hands to embrace them being conscious of the commonalities between the river and the Gopikas since their breasts were comparable to Chakravakas, eyes to fish, navels to whirl-pools and hair to algae. The Gopikas were taken by surprise and stared at the waters. They stretched their hands to catch the water-birds hovering over the waters of Yamuna. They drove away the swans floating on the waters. The Jakkava birds floating on the waters, as if they were meditating, were comparable to the breasts of the Gopikas who scared the birds away.
The moon getting reflected from the waters, made turbulent by the up and down movements of the hands of the Gopikas, looked as though listless, defeated and shaken  in comparison with the effulgent faces of the Gopikas. The Gopikas got excited sighting the moon. The pollen grains, scattered in the air by the wind generated by the breeze from the wings of bees, intoxicated by drinking honey, were made to settle down by the clusters of water-droplets splashed by the Gopikas when they dipped in the waters. The Gopikas were scared seeing the Bhramaras zooming around their faces mistaking the beauty of their countenances to be that of lotuses. They splashed waters with their palms to scare them away. 
The Gopikas were drenched in diverse ways by the waters splashed by Krishna`s palms like the flowering creepers being soaked by the rain-water from blue clouds.They crowded together stepping on each other in confusion. They hastened to dip in the waters with their bodies shining like the floral arrows let loose by Manmadha. They were excited by enticement by the lord, collected water in their palms and splashed it on the lord getting intoxicated. Each one of them tried to overtake the other to entertain and prevent the lord from going away. Hari got soaked in the waters splashed by the Gopikas, like an excited male elephant drenched by the water-jets from female elephants. The Gopikas flung red and white lotuses at the lord. Getting smeared by the pollen grains of those flowers Hari shone like Iswara smeared with Vibhuti.

The Gopikas sprinkled on the lord lotus-petals with their hands comparable to tender leaves. That act made the lord effulgent like the thousand-eyed lord. When those women embraced the lord with their saffron-coated breasts, he looked effulgent like the morning rising-sun. When the Gopikas spread their  side-glances on the lord, he looked like a yellow sandal-wood trunk surrounded by carpenter-beetles. When the sweet smiles of the Gopikas fell on the lord, he appeared like an illuminated Anjana hill (1100).
Krishna came out of the waters along with the women, decorated himself with ornaments, sandal paste and clothes. He delighted those handsome women  by playing with them in bushes of creepers, shades of beautiful trees and with clusters of attractive flowers like a male elephant in the company of a group of female elephants (1101). When sage Suka thus narrated that the lord during autumn season enjoyed the company of the Gopikas without getting sexually involved with them, king Parikshit said the following words :-

“Oh! Mahatma! The lord is the doer and protector of Dharma. Moreover he is an embodiment of Dharma and one who does always acts of virtue. He took birth on the earth to punish the evil and preserve the virtue. Please let me know by what aspect of Dharma the lord was intimate with the wives of others (1103)”. Sage Suka replied by saying the following words :-

“Oh!King! Agni remains sinless even after devouvering all.Similarly the effulgent such as Chandra,Indra and others do not get the effect of sins even after doing sinful acts (1104,1105).Oh! The best among kings! Iswara and other gods are not bound by the rules of Sastras. They behave according to their sweet will and pleasure. They can violate the rules of Sastras. It is not a sin for them. Sensual desires for wives of others is a crime. Can any one other than Gauripati survive after swallowing the devastating poison (1106)? The words of the gods are only to be followed and not their deeds.The deeds of gods are sometimes contrary to their words and sometimes in accordance with them. In the context of following them only deeds not in variance with their words are to be adopted. Their acts are not to be taken as standard always (1107).

Oh! Rajendra! It is said that ascetics like Sanaka and Sanandana could get their bondages freed by meditating upon the dust of the lotus-shaped feet of the lord and thus could lead a life free of restrictions. If that is the case, the lord who assumes playfully a pious body can behave the way he likes. There are no restrictions to him, no matter what he does (1108).For the Mahatma who is the  soul inherent in Gopalakas, Gopikas and other living beings there is no woman to be considered as one different from him. The lord taking birth playfully permeates everywhere . His playful acts are never  sinful (1109).

In the early hours of the next morning the Gopikas left for their homes leaving Krishna reluctantly. Being under the weil of Krishna`s Maya the Gopalas were not angry with their wives (1110).The one who thus describes or recites an account of Rasalila of Gopalakrishna and Gopikas is free from mental agonies (1111). 
7. Removal of Curse on  Serpent-Shaped Gandharva named Sudarsana
One day Nanda and a few other Gopakas went to a forest named Ambika for a god-worshipping festival on their bullock-carts. They took bath there in river Saraswati, worshipped Parvati and Parameswara and offered presents to the deities. They donated cows, gold, clothes and food to Brahmins. They observed fasting drinking only water. Then a huge, hungry python had bitten Nanda, ordained by destiny, and was trying to swallow him after coiling round him. Nanda entreated by shouting, “Oh! Krishna! Krishna! Get me disentangled!” That was heard by all those who were present there (1112). The Gopakas got up and angrily attacked the serpent with thick logs and other weapons. Although the cursed snake was subjected to pain by the beating it did not loosen its grip (1113).
Krishna got angry, put his foot on the serpent and kicked it. It immediately gave up its form as snake and assumed the appearance of Vidyadhara saluting Hari (1114). The lord enquired,   “Having such an ornamental appearance, wearing a golden necklace  and possessing auspicious qualities how did you get the cruel shape of this huge snake? Who are you? What is your name? What is the reason for your getting the appearance of a serpent? Reply unambiguously. Your acts look curious ( 1115).”
Then he replied, “I am a Vidyadhara by name Sudarsana. Being conceited by my good looks I roam about in all directions flying in an aircraft. Once I smiled derisively seeing a few ugly-looking Rishis who were  the progeny of Angirasa. Since I ridiculed them under the pride of my good looks, they cursed me to fall down as a huge snake (1116). On my request those kind-hearted Rishis granted a remission by saying, “Oh! Uncultured fellow! Lord Janardana takes birth in Yadava race to redress the agonies of his devotees. He comes to this forest one day. You get back your original form by relinquishing the appearance of a snake after being kicked by the lord. You depart from us now (1117).” 
He said in addition, “Oh! Lord with lotus-shaped eyes! They say that meditating upon you or hearing stories about you or uttering your name repeatedly clusters of sins committed get uprooted and destroyed. You kept your foot on me. How can the ugly form got by me by the curse of the Brahmins stay any longer? Today onwards I am freed from my birth as a snake. I take leave of you and depart (1118).” Having said those words Sudarsana did a Pradakshana of Hari, prayed and left for heaven. Nanda got rescued from the snake. The Gopakas got astonished having listened to the narration. They completed the programme of worship and returned to their village singing songs glorifying Krishna (1119).
8. Krishna Killing Kubera`s Servant Sankhachuda
During another night Balarama and Krishna wore clean clothes, flower-garlands and ornaments. They applied sandal-paste to their bodies. They were hearing the humming sounds of carpenter-beetles intoxicated by drinking honey from jasmine and other flowers. They started singing melodious songs with the beautiful Gopikas encircling them (1120).The Gopikas, with bodies exuding fragrance comparable to that of flowers, were enchanted by the melody of songs of Balarama and Krishna reaching their ears. They became ecstatic in that forest with eyes, tongue and other sense-organs becoming non-functional.Being engrossed in the music they were immobilized (1121). Singing thus and enchanting in the process all the living beings, Balarama and Krishna were roaming about in the forest intoxicated. Using his Yogic powers a servant of Kubera named Sankhachuda was hijacking towards the northern direction the Gopikas who were under the protection of Balarama and Krishna. Like cows being chased by a tiger the Gopikas were crying for help from Balarama and Krishna who heard their moanings (1122).
Those valiant brothers uprooted Maddi trees and held them in their hands.Assuring the Gopikas not to get terrified they attacked Sankhachuda. He was agitated seeing them, abandoned the Gopikas there and ran hurriedly at a great speed towards the north (1123). Krishna entrusted to Balarama the protection of the freed Gopikas.The lord, who was the killer of Bakasura, shouted with anger, “Oh! Yaksha! Do not run away! Do not run away!He followed the Yaksha who was running to different places in different forms and caught hold of him finally. Krishna attacked the Yaksha with his unmatched fist, smashed his head and collected the diamond shining in his crown (1124,1125). Krishna thus killed Sankhachuda, gave the diamond of his crown to Balarama and made him happy.

Later Krishna left for the forest one day. The Gopikas could not tolerate the pangs of separation from him.They sang in their houses in praise of the lord and talked as follows among themselves (1126):-

“ Resting his handsome cheek on his beautiful shoulder, keeping the flute on his red lips, turning his eye-brows to left and right and skillfully moving his fingers on the holes of the flute, the lord was playing melodiously. The Devakantas viewing from heaven,with their husbands,experienced the agony of a desire to unite with the lord with the knots of hair on their backs getting loosened (1127). Oh! Friend! When the nectar of the sound of Krishna`s flute with ever-fresh sweetness entered the hearts of cows, their calves and other animals, they stopped eating their fodder and got engrossed. With their heads raised towards the sky, they relinquished all bodily activities (1128). Oh! Companion with eyes like fish! When Krishna with dazzling necklaces of pearls was playing on the flute motivated by all the enthusiasm he had for the art of playing music, clusters of peacocks started screaming and dancing unmindful of their bodies mistaking the lord to a blue cloud  (1129). 
Oh! Friend! Why did the day-break take place so early? Why did the sun rise in the east so early? Why does the Brahma not convert all days into nights without day-breaks? Even Manmadha became hard-hearted. Is there no one to stop screaching of parrots? Will the night come at all to make love with the lord with lotus-shaped eyes (1130)? When does the dawn occur? When does Hari return after grazing the cows? When do I get the chance to see his face comparable to a lotus? When does he come near me to caress me? Please when the pangs of separation in me subside? My body is getting by the incidence of Cupid`s sharp arrows (1131). Oh! Companion! When Krishna goes to the forest leaving me, the period of separation appears to have got prolonged successively from hours to days, fortnights, months, years, Mahayugas and Kalpas (1132). 
Thus the Gopikas somehow spent the time during the days experiencing unbearable pangs in several ways due to separation from Krishna.They welcomed the onset of dawn. The Gopikasa with agitated minds went out in the evenings to receive the lord with an attractive countenance. They said, “ Look! The sun is setting in the west. It is evening. Ther is the dust being raised by the hoofs of cows. The sounds produced by the jumping of bulls is being heard from the streets of Brindavan. Our beloved is returning! Please come (1033, 1034)! Achuta treated the Gopikas, who came to receive him with familiarity and showed love towards them appropriate to their desires (1135).
9. Killing of Vrishabhasura
A demon named Vrishbhasura rushed to Krishna`s village at a great speed keeping his long tail lifted, springing up with rage, digging the ground with his hoofs, pointing his sharp horns and terrifying thereby the inhabitants. Seeing the elevated hump of the demon the clouds mistakenly clustered round thinking it to be a mountain . A mere hearing of the ferocious bellowing of him inflicted  abortion on pregnant women. The dust raised by the springing of the demon submerged sun-shine. His horns could pierce into the ground to uproot even mountains (1136). Such a vicious animal in the form of a bull sprung to cause harm to Hari. Seeing the bull-shaped demon following them, the calves ran towards the mother-cows. The calves and cows jumped towards the bulls. The calves, cows and bulls ran towards the Gopakas.Confused scattering of the Gopakas,bulls,cows and calves was seen by the lord (1137,1138). Being thus terrified the Gopakas and their women ran for protection from the lord shouting “Krishna! Krishna!”. The lord with lotus-shaped eyes,the protector of the needy,uttered the following words to the demon :-
“Oh! The best among bull-shaped demons! Is it valour to scare away boys, women and cows? Stop! To terrify us we are not mere Gopagopikas! Run away! If you attack, I as a fearful tiger do not leave you without killing you by cutting your throat (1140).” By opposing the demon that way the lord rejoicingly stretched his hands terrifying him like a fearful snake and stood near him full of valour (1141). The lord having lotus-petal-shaped eyes and famous for removing the pride of his foes, was attacked by the demon-bull jumping at a great speed with a body difficult to counter-attack, digging the ground with his hoofs, swinging his tail round and round driving the clouds asunder, pointing his horns towards the lord and exuding fire from his eyes (1142,1143). The son of Yasoda and the best among Yadavas caught hold of the two horns of the demon. He hurled away the demon about eighteen feet away like an elephant throwing away another. Then the demon got agitated and fell on the ground unconscious sweating profusely. Recouping himself he attacked again Janardana, the destroyer of demons (1144). Then the lord, the lion among the Gopakas, caught hold of the horns of the demon, pulled him down to the ground and held him under his feet. Diminishing the spirits of the demons, activating the enthusiasm of the Suras, he pulled out a horn oopikasf the demon and gave a thorough beating with it (1145). The bull-demon died having lost all strength, gasping, moaning, oozing blood from nose and mouth and discharging excessively from the excretory organs. The event caused delight to the people (1146). Seeing the lord killing Vrishabhasura, Devatas in large numbers showered flowers on him, Gopakas were happy and Gopikas were delighted. Govinda returned happily to the village along with Balarama (1147).

One day the great soul Narada came to Kamsa and told him that the female child seen by him was Yasoda`s daughter, Krishna was Devaki`s son and Balarama was the son of Rohini. He further said that the two boys were staying in Nanda`s village. Hearing those words Kamsa was surprised and shaken with anger and anxiety (1148). Kamsa came with a sword in hand thinking that killing the lean, soft-spoken and mischievous Vasudeva was appropriate, since he was deceived by Vasudeva who kept his sons safely in the village. Seeing that,  Narada prevented Kamsa saying that killing Vasudeva was not proper for him. Narada then left for heaven.
Kamsa`s anger could not be controlled. He got Devaki and Vasudeva imprisoned after they were tied with fetters. He called one by name Kesi and ordered him to go to Gokula and kill Balarama and Krishna. He later called his ministers, soldiers, elephant-drivers, Chanura, Mushtika, Salva, Kosala and other important people and told them the following words (1150) :-
“To fight against me anywhere, even Indra and others have no adequate strength. I came to know that two conceited shepherd-boys, Balarama and Krishna, are growing in Brindavan. It seems that they are boasting that they can kill me on the war-field. Have you heard about these strange statements (1151)? Conduct wrestling competitions! Arrange fencing on all sides of the wrestling grounds. Make announcements in all corners of the city about the event. The citizens come and watch (1152). Oh! Chanura and Mushtika! Being experts you are capable of participating skillfully in wrestling competitions. You are endowed with strength and valour and achieved laurels among wrestlers. Cause delight to me by crushing that Balarama and Krishna while the citizens admire you (1153)! Oh! Driver of the elephants! Come here! When those timid boys come near the entrance of our palace you exhibit your valour. A mighty elephant is being tormented by the Bhramaras hovering round it attracted by the fluid oozing out from its cheeks. Activate it and send towards the boys for an attack (1154). Perform on a grand scale Dhanuryaga on a Chaturdasi day for the sake of becoming victorious. Offer animal-sacrifices  to propitiate Rudra (1155). Thus Kamsa allocated responsibilities to his subordinates. 
He then called Akrura, the best among Yadavas and said the following words holding his hand  (1156) :- “ You are appropriately named as Akrura since you have been leading a life devoid of cruel acts. It is possible to mingle with you and make friendship with you. You are free from anger. It is heard that Balarama and Krishna are getting ready with enthusiasm to kill me. Device a plan to get them to be handed over to me (1157). I heard that the Devatas were afraid of me and requested Narayana to take birth in the race of Gopakas as Krishna (1158). Therefore collect tax from the elders of Gopakas, convince them to see Dhanuryaga and escort them to bring here (1159). The mighty elephant  which I am having  can topple  even mountains. When it encounters in full might  it is capable of flooring even Yama. It has strength to shake even the universe.  It can therefore attack and tare off  Balarama and Krishna in a matter of seconds. Oh! Akrura! You hear what I have to say in case such a thing does not happen (1160).
Chanura and Mushtika are renowned wrestlers.They transcend even a mighty storm in strength. They are extremely skilled in wrestling.They can never tolerate Balarama and Krishna getting an upper hand in the contest. They sack the lives of the boys and kill them. This is absolutely true (1161). As soon as Balarama and Krishna are killed, I kill Vasudeva and other important persons. Then I eliminate with valour the mighty among the families of Vrishni, Bhoja and Dasarha. Then I kill my father, Ugrasena, who is wicked, old and ambitious to get the throne. Then I plan to kill my uncle Devaka and other remaining foes. Then I rule this kingdom  in the company of my friends, Jarasandha, Naraka, Bana and Sambara. Bring the sons of Vasudeva here under the pretext of Dhanuryaga. Go! The secrets of enemies are to be unravelled and the enemies should never be allowed to prosper (1162).
Hearing Kamsa`s words Akrura spoke as follows :-  “Oh! King! How can I violate your orders? In reality the human beings fail to fathom even marginally their abilities and the powers of god. They behave  with determination according to the dictates of their mind. It is not possible to oppose them. No one can alter the course of destiny. I depart and bring the sons of your enemy (1163,1164)”. Akrura alighted a chariot and left for Vrepalle after speaking the above words. Kamsa permitted the others to depart and entered his palace (1165).                 
10. Krishna Killing Kesavyomasuras
A demon by name, Kesi tormented the hamlet of Nanda by entering it at a lightning speed following the orders of Kamsa. The demon who conquered Indra and Varuna had valour comparable to an ocean. The surface of the earth shaken by the strong hoofs of the demon appeared as if it became an unbearable load to Adishesha carrying it.The terrifying neighing of the demon scared the Devtas so much that each one embraced the other in fear. The gale generated by the tossing of the fur on its body drove the clouds away to hover around the aircrafts.Its mouth with out-stretched jaws looked like a big cave and the huge teeth located in it appeared like flames of a devastating conflagration. Its tail resembled the Yamapasa, the rope used by the god of death to snatch away the lives (1166).The hearts of cows, calves, females, males and children nearby throbbed on hearing the neighing of the frightful horse-shaped demon. The sound generated by the demon became doleful at the sight of Hari (1167).   
The demon felt that it was not fair to frighten  and drive away the Gopakas  who were the weaklings of the hamlet. He was searching for Hari, the destroyer of demons. Krishna saw the demon and came in front of the Gopakas and shouted, “ You cannot escape now! He roared like a lion challenging the demon for a fight. The demon attacked the lord (1168, 1169). The horse-shaped demon started neighing harsh and fearful. Opening the mouth wide as if to swallow the entire sky, the demon tried to bite the lord. When it was avoided, the demon  jumped and kicked the lord (1170). The lord escaped from the kick. 
Being the tormentor of the wicked, Krishna got himself ready for a fight with the demon. His eyes became red with anger. He held the legs of the demon  hurting its pride and hurled him far away in a way similar to throwing away of a tiny snake by lord Garuda (1171). The demon fell down on the ground, recouped himself quickly, got up neighing with anger and attacked the lord setting aside diffidence. Like sending a fearful snake into a cave the lord stretched his tusk-like strong hand into the mouth of the demon (1172).The lord who killed Aghasura thrust effortlessly  his left hand, pillar-like and hard as Vajrayudha, into the mouth of the demon reducing its teeth to splinters. Increasing the size of his hand gradually, the lord caused a bloating of the belly of the demon leading eventually to an interruption of breathing. When the exhalation stopped, the demon started sweating with his eye-balls protruding. The demon had convulsions and collapsed on the ground moaning loud with all his magical powers vanishing (1174). With no space to contain the expanding hand of the lord, the body of the demon punctured and broke into two pieces like a ripe cucumber (1175).Thus the lord with lotus-shaped eyes killed playfully the demon, Kesi who was carnivorous, endowed with demoniac frenzy and ever-fresh energy. He was the conqueror of Indra and Varuna (1176).
Then the Devatas praised the lord showering flowers. Narada, a celebrated devotee of Hari, came to visit Govinda and spoke the following words  in secrecy (1177) :- “ Oh! Krishna! Lord of the universe! Best among Yogis! Pivot of all living beings! One who is omniscient! One who causes good to all! A great soul! Like Agni dormant in wood you are present as one unchanged in all. You are dormant in the hearts of all. You are an exclusive witness to what all is being done by the living beings. You are not controlled by any one. You are endowed with a power, Maya, to create  Satva-, Rajo- and Tamogunas which are the basis for creation of the entire universe.  You are your entire creation and hence you are its ruler. You are also its destroyer. You eliminate Rakshasas present in the form of kings by taking birth for the purpose and thus protect the earth and its cycle of events (1178)

Lord!Gaja,Kamsa,Sankha,Kalayavana,Mura,Naraka,Poundraka,Sisupala,Dantavaktra,Salva, among others, are to die in your hand.You are to uproot Parijata tree from Devaloka to bring it here. Nruga gets a relief from a curse.You are to attain the precious stone,Samantaka. You are to bring back to life dead Brahmana Kumaras. You are are to kill several battalions of soldiers as charioteer of Arjuna (1179). Even the ever-progrssing Parameshthi is incapable of keeping a track of deeds being done by you. You are the genesis for the birth, progress and destruction of the Trigunas. Your form has no bounds. You are omnipresent, all-conquering and tolerant! You are Parmeswara! There are no standards to reckon your greatness. You are the monarch of the entire world. I am saluting to you endowed with all these qualities (1180).

After praising so Narada departed. One day the Gopabalakas went to a forest along with Krishna. While grazing the cows they started playing hide-and-seek in the proximity of a mountain (1181). Some boys acted as sheep  while some thers acted as the keepers of the sheep. Yet another group of boys acted as thieves. They were thus playing among themselves (1182). Then the eldest son of a demon, Maya named as Vyomasura assumed the shape of a Gopalaka. With unopposed deceit he managed to take along with him into a cave all except four or five boys acting as sheep in the game (1183). The demon gradually led all the boys into the cave, closed its entrance with a big stone and joined the game as if nothing had happened (1184).The omniscient, the killer of boastful demons and the great warrior, Madhava, said with a smile, “ Oh! Rakshasa! Your secret is out and identity revealed. You are a seasoned thief. You had hidden all the shep-herd boys inside the cave. Come on! Attempt to put the others also in the cave!” So saying he caught hold of the demon like a lion catching hold of a jackal (1185).
When the lord with lotus-shaped eyes grasped the demon tightly, the latter assumed his real form threatening as a mountain-sized demon. Incapable of delinking himself from the lord`s grip he attempted to riggle out with uncertainty in mind. Unhesitatingly the lord over-powered the demon famous for his fighting qualities, pulled him down and killed him.The Devatas shouted from heaven in jubilation (1186). After killing the demon, the powerful lord kicked the stone closing the cave reducing it into splinters, collected the Gopakas moving inside the cave and returned to their hamlet (1187).

11. Akrura sent by Kamsa to Brindavan
Akrura stayed in the city of Mathura for that night, got up early the next morning, completed his routine rituals, boarded a chariot on his way to Nandgokula and thought as follows within himself on his way (1188) :-

“I do not know what type of Tapas was performed by me in my last birth, what virtues I have in my behaviour and what donations I made to deserving people which enable me, devoid of wisdom, to see Hari, an embodiment of the primordial Brahman, not seen even by great Yogis by virtue of their Yogic sight (1189). Scholars take resort in the rays of light emanating from the nails of the feet of the lord to escape from an entanglement in the web of life and death. Kamsa wants to achieve victory over such a lord by enmity. By sending me, motivated by pretended affection to bring the lord to him, Kamsa did a great favour to me. Is it possible to get any other friend like him (1190)?
Will the lord doubt my integrity considering me as a messenger sent by the cruel Kamsa to cause harm to him? Will the lord, being one permeating inside, outside and in the centre of all living beings, treat me as a virtuous man? How he receives me and converses with me depend on my destiny unknown to me (1191). I am about to see the face of the lord comparable to moon,  resplendent with lotus-shaped eyes,locks of hair, covered by a bright smile, having eyes like lotus-petals and with cheeks brightened by the dazzling of earrings (1192,1193).
By night I will be able to prostrate near the feet of the lord.The lord`s hand can redeem the agony of his devotees who come under the sway of the fast moving wheel of time comparable to a snake. Will he not show kindness to me by putting such a hand on my head? Will he not inspire me by showering grace on me with a smile (1194)?”
Thus desiring in many ways the sight of the lord, Akrura boarded the chariot and travelled fast. He saw before him Brindavan, the place causing delight to Balarama and Krishna being full of trees like varieties of jasmine, palmyra, henna, banyan , mango, among others, and with blossoming red lotuses (1195,1196).
Akrura entered Brindavan. During sun-set the calves and first-time pregnant she-buffalos went for grazing on green meadows and failed to return home in time. The Gopalas went in search of them running into bushes and secluded places unmindful of a terrain full of ups and downs. Losing track of one another they started shouting to locate each other. Akrura could hear these shouts as he entered Brindavan.
He saw cows which were stopping momentarily with a desire to eat soft grass but running away fast bellowing, with milk oozing out from their udders, at the thought of their calves. He saw shep-herds who were walking slowly carrying on their hips freshly-born calves and holding ropes tied to the mother-cows following them. He overtook  people who were carrying weapons, to protect on either side, the cattle from chittahs, lions, tigers and other wild animals. 
The cows were found chewing cud slowly in their cattle-sheds after feeding themselves well on different types of shining green fodder. The calves were springing up before their mother-cows after suckling milk. The bulls were caressing cows,in their mating-period, while attacking the competing bulls with their horns. Slightly grown-up calves freed themselves from the binding ropes tied to their necks, ran into bushes, came back to the mother-cows stroking the udders repeatedly with their mouths suckling milk. Being incapable of pulling those calves back, to control them, the boys were seeking help from their elders. 
The Gopikas, being subjected to a desire for love-making with Krishna, left their house-hold duties, gave up inhibition, deceived their sons, husbands, fathers-in-law and brothers-in-law to reach secluded places waiting for the arrival of Krishna.The Gopakas were busy in cattle-sheds untieng the calves, tieng again and dragging them back. The dried-up cow-dung, crushed by the hoofs of cows and scattered all over, became marshy due to the incidence of milk-spray caused while milking the cows. While the Gopalas were milking the cows, the jets of milk coming forcefully from the udders were producing a characteristic sound. Thr bulls were rubbing against suitable surfaces to overcome the itching on their necks.The dogs sitting near the pillars on the smooth foot-paths leading to the entrances of the houses were barking angrily seeing strangers. Akrura entered such a hamlet protected by the valour of the shoulders of Balarama and Krishna functioning as its boundary-wall (1197).
Akrura saw with happiness the foot-prints of Hari characterized by impressions of a lotus and other good omens. He got down from the chariot  excited with tears in his eyes as an indication of his happiness (1198). He saw Krishna and Balarama. They had lotus-petal shaped eyes with an attractive complexion and attire consisting of green and black new garments. They looked valorous and wore garlands of flowers attracting the attention of women-folk. They belonged to places where milking of cows was done (1199). Seeing them Akrura saluted with all humility touching their feet. He was emotionally excited with tears of happiness oozing frm his eyes (1200).
Afterwards, the lord known for protecting virtuous people and showering grace on his devotees, stretched his hand, indicative of the Chakra which he holds as Vishnu as a weapon, and embraced Akrura (1201,1202). Later Akrura saluted Balabhadra and the latter embraced Akrura and led him to their house holding his hand while Krishna accompanied them. He enquired about the well-being of Akrura, made him sit on a raised platform, washed his feet, presented him a new garment and a cow. He was offered a tasty meal, betel leaves, sandal paste and a garland of flowers. Then Nanda accosted the comfortably seated Akrura and spoke the following words (1203) :-
“Kamsa was cruel in killing his nephews even when his sister was lamenting. When such a person is alive, how can there be safety to righteous people like you? What is the relevance then in enquiring about your well-being (1204)?” Later, when Akrura was comfortably seated on a cot, Hari spoke the following words :- “ Is everything good for you? Are all your friends happy? Are the relations doing well? Are all the citizens living  without any fear? Are all our relations doing well? Is my uncle free from fear? Are Devaki and Vasudeva, imprisoned on the pretext that they gave birth to me, still alive (1205,1206)? Oh! Akrura! Did my parents send any message through you knowing that you are coming here? What did they say? Not knowing any news about me they might have been imatiated, sorrowful and full of anxiety. Please let me know what agony is inflicted on them because of fear. Please narrate all details (1207)!What is the purpose of your visit?”
Akrura narrated what all Narada told Kamsa, the consequent enmity developed in Kamsa`s mind which prompted him to make an attempt to kill Devaki and Vasudeva and how it was averted. Akrura further revealed  that a proposal to perform Dhanuryaga by Kamsa was a pretext behind sending Akrura to bring Balarama and Krishna to Mathura. They laughed on hearing Akrura`s narration. Afterwards looking at Nanda and other Gopakas surrounding him Krishna said the following words (1208) :-“The king sent invitation to see Dhanuryaga. We are all to go to see the king. Collect milk, curd, ghee, money and other presents from your houses to exhibit your competence. Come after getting the carts the carts ready. We are to go to the city of Mathura.” That was Krishna`s command. 
Hearing that Akrura was to escort Hari to Mathura the Gopikas were agitated (1209,1210). With eyes comparable to those of antelopes they were distressed and thinking sorrowfully in groups in lonely houses about missing Hari`s smile, words, charming conversation, love-provoking acts, entertainments, acts of affection and caressing with his lotus-like hand (1211). They further thought among themselves that they considered originally lord Brahma to be an honest man. But it was no longer so. By sending theire lord with lotus-shaped eyes to some other place he was behaving like a playful boy. They were contemplating to complain to his consort goddess Bharati about that mischievous act of lord Brahma (1212,1213). By blaming Brahma thus their minds became victims of the arrows of Manmadha. They felt, in addition, that their lord with lotus-shaped eyes, was ready to go to the city as soon as he was invited. He was immune to their feelings of sorrow caused due to their attachment to him and the impending separation from him to be inflicted on them. They were sorry that their elderly women and men  did not even utter a word preventing his journey (1214,1215).
Further, the Gopikas entertained the following thoughts :- “This man with the name Akrura came here to separate the conqueror of our hearts, Hari from us and take him away. Hi is not Akrura, one who is free from cruelty. Hi is Krura, one who is cruel, in reality. If he were to be really Akrura would he not have forsaken deceit, left Krishna here and gone back to his place alone (1216)? When the women of Mathura with eyes comparable to lotuses and faces to full moon climb upstairs of their houses tomorrow and shower slowly golden spangles on him, looking at them the lord with lotus-shaped eyes is going to be tempted to have their aquaintence instead of  that of the women of Vrepalle (1217). Hari may not be liking us any more being attracted by the glances, lively conversations and secret aquaintances of city-women. It is well known that kings desire novelties (1218). Cruel almighty made him the idol for the women from the city who have not seen him earler since their birth. In the process god selected us, the shepherd-women, for inflicting pangs of separation on us (1219).” With their tufts of hair getting loosened and their garments slipping down from their bodies under the influence of Manmadha, the Gopikas were thinking as follows :-  “Should we pray to Akrura questioning him as to why he is taking away Hari? Alternatively should we pray to Devatas not to allow Hari to go and to keep him here? Otherwise should we fall down obstructing movement of Hari`s feet(1220)?
Some women giving up their inhibitions with tears flowing down from their eyes became uncontrollable in their grief. They wept, with palms on their beautiful cheeks swinging like creepers  moving under a gale and shouted, “Oh!Govinda!Madhava!Damodara!Save us with grace!” Their weeping was rhythmic and in tune (1221).
Next day at the time of sun-rise Krishna sent back the Gopikas, anxious to accompany him, by sending message through hand-maids that he would be returning. Krishna got into a chariot driven by Akrura and started travelling towards Mathura while Nanda and other Gopakas accompanied him in other carts carrying in full presents,milk,curd,butter and ghee,among others (1222). Standing stationary, the shepherd-woman were staring, as long as their eyes could see, saying, “See! Our dear lord is going! There is the chariot! There is the flag on the chariot! There is the dust raising from the hoofs of the horses tied to the chariot (1223)!Thus Krishna left along with Balabhadra and Akrura. He saw river Yamuna with the cool breeze surrounding its calm big waves. The river is the daughter of mountain Kalinda and highly sanctified. It is capable of washing off  clusters of sins, showing respect to the learned (1224,1225). Thus Krishna saw the river Kalindi and drank its water which was shining like a cluster of polished diamonds. Along with Balabhadra he then got into the chariot stationed near the cluster of trees. Then Akrura saluted both of them, took their permission, got into the river and took bath uttering Veda Mantras (1226).

12. Akrura Praising Balarama and Krishna Seen in Yamuna
Akrura saw Balarama and Krishna clearly in the waters of the river Yamuna. He thought within himself  as follows :- These two sat in the middle of the chariot a short while ago. When did they come into the middle of the river waters?” When he got up thinking so, the brainy Akrura saw once again in the chariot the two, known for fulfilling desires of devotees (1227). He was astonished at what he saw and thought within himself as follows :- “ Earlier I saw them inside the chariot. Later I saw them in the waters. Again I saw them remaining in the cariot as I saw them earlier. How could these with a great history behind them be seen here and there? Was it a delu sion to my mind? Their presence in water is creating astonishment to me. Let me see once again in water. Thinking so he dipped once again in the river (1228,1229). 
Akrura, famous among Yadavas and known for his magnanimity towards his relations, saw in those waters Adisheshu full of endless number of wonders. That king of serpents is capable of a grammatically correct speech. He has ornaments shining on his thousands of hoods. He is the monarch of snakes. He wears a royal attire. He has a kind heart. He is inclined to conquer the army of foes. He is an abode of endless happiness. He is free from anger. He is absolutely faultless (1230). Akrura saw without closing eye-lids the king of serpents who was wearing black clothes being worshipped by Sidhas and Nagas (1231). 
In addition he saw lord Purushottama who made Adisheshu as his bed and was reclining in the middle of it. He was an embodiment of beauty. He wore shining yellow silken garments. Like a lightning in the midst of a cloud  goddess Lakshmi was seated on his chest. With the cluster of carpenter-bees getting disturbed from the lotus in his navel his four-headed son was playing inside it. While in motion his anklets were making sounds like recitation of Vedas with rhyme and diction. His reputed history was praised by Brahma, Iswara, Sanaka, Sanandana, pious Brahmins and Devatas (1232).
Akrura paid obeisance to lord Parameswara. The lord`s nails, feet, heels, knees, calves, thighs, waist, navel, posteriors, and abdomen were all beautiful and asuspicious. He was full of grace. He had a mole named Srivatsa and wore a diamond known as Kaustubha. He had a broad chest decorated by a garland made of flowers and leaves hanging from neck to legs. He had eyes comparable to white lotuses. He had a conch, Chakra, mace and a lotus in his hands. He is endowed with Satva-Guna. He was decorated by a Jandemu, Molatradu, a necklace of pearls, an armlet, anklets, golden bangles, earrings, a crown and other ornaments. He was a protector of his devotees. He had attractive cheeks, fore-head, nose, lips, face and ears. He had a complexion comparable to blue clouds and, a conch-like neck. He had condescending qualities. He was being worshipped by Prahlada, Narada, Sunanda, Nanda, among others. Goddesses Lakshmi, Pushti, Tushti, Keerti, Kanti, Ila, oorja, Vidya, Avidya, Sakti and other embodiments of brilliance  paid obeisance to him. Akrura praised as follows such a lord with a voice choked with emotion  (1233) :-

“ You stole the heart of the graceful goddess Lakshmi. You have an auspicious form. You are one with a great valour. You are the genesis of Panchabhutas needed for the creation of the uiverse. When the entire universe was washed off  and merged in dreadful waters full of turbulent waves, You became known as Narayana and floated on those waters as a boy. Then a lotus sprouted from your navel. From it emerged lord Brahma endowed with the fortune of knowledge to create all the Lokas. Fire, sky, air, earth, water, Ahankara, Maya, intellect, truth and reality, mind, sense-organs, sensation of sound, touch, shape and taste, Lokas and their attributes, 
the entire gamut of entities of universe originate, grow and get destroyed in your giant-macro-form. 
Even the greatest are incompetent to describe your magnificence consisting of animate and inanimate attributes. Even Maya and the thirty six Tatvas are incapable of comprehending your form. The creator of Lokas, Brahma is covered by Maya and its related qualities and consequently incompetent to draw a conclusion in establishing your identity. Brahma and others  consider you as an observer of Adhyatmika, Adidyvika and Adibhautika events. They consider you as Antaryami, an embodiment of consciousness and a ruler of the unverse.
Some Karmayogis following the path shown by Vedas  consider you as one propagating with several names such as Indra. Some others who are Jnanayogis  renounce all Karmas and families becoming Sanyasis. They consider you as an embodiment of Jnana. Some more follow the method of Pancharatragama. They advocate plurality for you assuming beauty in the forms of Vasudeva, Sankarshana and Pradyumna. Some consider you as Narayana while some others think you to be Siva. There is nothing wrong  in such a type of considerations since all attributes ultimately merge within you like all the rivers reaching the sea. The reflection of a single full-moon as several in the waters of several pots does not take away the oneness of the moon. The reflection of  sky in the water of a pot merges with the giant sky above when the pot breaks. Similarly when all the Lokas are destroyed you remain solitary as one.

Oh! Lord! Fire is your face. Moon and the sun are your eyes. The different directions are your ears. The earth becomes your feet. The seas constitute your belly. The mountains are your bones. The creepers and trees take the form of hair on your body. Air is your Prana. Indra and others constitute your hands. Clouds become the hair on your head. Sky is the navel part of your body. Day and night are the movements of your eye-lids. Brahma is your reproductive organ. Rain water is your semen. Heaven is your head. Thus all the unverses are embedded in your body like countless number of creatures in the fruits hidden under the leaves of Atti tree. Entire gamut of creatures exists in your body like diverse creatures living in the oceans. 
Oh! Lord with a giant form! Your forms transcend attempts to praise you. In Matsya-Avatara earlier you conquered  your foe Soma and presented Vedas to lord Brahma. You killed Madhu and Kaithabha with your Chakra as Hyagriva. You lifted mountain Mandara as Kurma-Avatara. You killed by powdering the bones of Hiranyaksha by piercing your pangs as Varaha and lifted the sinking earth. The dreadful Hiranyakasipa was killed by you as Narasimha. You with all your valour became Vamana to beg emperor Bali and in the process magnified your body to encompass all the Brahmandas. As Bhargavarama you destroyed the wicked  groups of Kshatriyas. As Dasratharama you killed the conceited Ravana aspiring for Janaki whose face was comparable to moon in beauty. You punished several wicked demons as Vasudeva. As Budha you enticed the hearts of the wives of youe foes. As Kalki you excelled in reputation.

I am too insignificant to praise you. I am in a danger under the sway of Maya. I am engrossed in sorrow. Please make me free from my sorrow by showering grace on me. Oh! Lord with Adishesha as your bed! You have grace as an ornament. You are an endless source of boons like Kalpavriksha for your devotees saluting you. My salutations to you (1234)!
Oh! Lakshmipati! One is prone to consider a mirage as a source of water to quench thirst. Similarly, sons, friends, wife, house and other attachments  equivalent to a dream are considered by me as real. I am ignorant. I am a knower of only the unreality. Show the dazzling pair of your feet to such a person like me and shower your grace with kindness (1235). While Akrura was praising him once again, Hari manifested his earlier form in the waters and made it vanish like a dancer exhibiting his dance and returning to his normal appearance.  Akrura came out of the water bewildered and got up the chariot. Then Hari uttered the following words (1236) :-“The water is close by. It is quite a long time since you went for bath. Have you seen anything strange there which you do not see on the sky and earth”(1237)? Then Akrura replied, “The elders did not say that the wonders not present in you are present in any of the Lokas. How can they be in  water, earth or sky? Oh! Mahatma! Wonders are all within you (1238,1239)!”

Having said those words, Akrura drove the chariot to reach Mathura by the evening. Nanda and others who reached Mathura earlier were residing in a grove near the out-skirts of the city. Krishna met them  and told Akrura, “ You drive the chariot to the city. We come there later”. Then Akrura said, “Oh! Lord having goddess Lakshmi as your fortune! Kindly visit my house. My house gets sanctified by the cluster of dust particles from your feet. Kindly show such a condescension to your servant like me (1240,1241)” To Akrura requesting him repeatedly, Hari said, “Oh! Sinless Akrura! I come to visit your house after killing the foe of Yadavas, Kamsa who is behaving erratically with conceit. You now go with the chariot to the city (1243).”Having heard those words Akrura went ton the city, informed Kamsa that Balarama and Krishna reached Mathura  and departed for his house.   
13. Krishna Entering City of Mathura
Krishna entered Mathura along with Balarama and a few Gopakas (1244). He saw the city with astonishing grandeur full of forts, trenches, towers, flags, palaces, streets, horses, chariots, soldiers, elephants, buildings, trumpets, heaps of paddy, riches, lavish gardens and wells with steps to go inside (1245).

Handsome women of the city called each other in excitement to have a sight of Govinda when he entered the city. They shouted, “ Oh! Beautiful women! Let us go and see the lord to the contentment of our eyes! He is a consummation of Nanda`s Tapas, a conglomeration of great virtues, a result of rituals of shep-herd women, one who gives happiness to goddess Indira, an ocean of grace and a precious goal of the desires of groups of Yogis (1246,1247).

Those who were having their meal left their plates. Those who were relaxing got up from their beds. Those who were having an oil-bath came out interrupting it unmindful of the reprimand of the elders. Those enjoying the company of their consorts in solitude left it abruptly. Those holding their babies in their laps put them down. Those who were decorating themselves with  saries, ornaments, flower-garlands and cosmetics had them topsy-turvy (1248). The women-folk of that city in groups got up the golden terraces embedded with precious stones and saw the lord with a broad chest and lotus-petal-shaped eyes (1249).
The women of Mathura were saying among themselves as follows :- “ He is the wonder-boy who did suckling from the breasts of a demoness to make her dead. He is the charming baby who showed to Nanda`s consort all the universes in his mouth. He is the conceited thief who stole in his village butter and gulped it. He is the most handsome in all the Lokas who stole the hearts of shepherd-maidens looting their chastity. The city in which he is not there is as good as a forest. Birth of one who has not met him is useless. Speech not addressed to him is parrot-like. Eyes which have not seen him are useless (1250).
Oh!Friend!Gopikas must have done great rituals in their past births to get this boy, who is the best among youths, to play with him, praise him, speak with him, touch him, smile with him, pull him, coax him and derive pleasure everyday (1251)”. Thus the women-folk of that city enjoyed seeing Hari`s form uninterrupted to keep it in their hearts. They sprinkled flowers on him with delight (1252). In addition, the Brahmins of Mathura worshipped enthusiastically the sons of Vasudeva presenting them with sandal paste, flowers, fruits, auspicious turmeric-coated rice, among others (1253,1254). 
14. Krishna Killing a Washerman and Blessing  a Weaver and Sudama 
Then Krishna saw a washerman coming out from a house and said to him the following words :- “Oh! The best among washerman! We came here as guests to your king. There are no good clothes to wear in our village. There seem to be attractive washed clothes in your bundle. We are the nephews of the king. Give those clothes to us! May good happen to you!(1255,1256)”
The washerman was angry hearing those words and said, “Oh! Youngster!Do you want me to give you the clothes of the king? Is it fair? Do you deserve to wear such clothes? By swallowing milk, ghee and curd you seem to have got conceited to say such words! Otherwise being a shep-herd, how do you dare to utter such words? Alas! You may lose your life by becoming a target of king Kamsa`s anger! Oh! Shepherd! Even kings are afraid of touching our king`s belongings. You seem to be having fun. How can you be so arrogant in Kamsa`s kingdom? Get away from here! (1257,1258,1259)”
Krishna was enraged hearing those words. The prowess of valorous Krishna was provoked. He attacked the arrogant and foolish washerman with his fierce fore-hand. The washerman was beheaded. The citizens were terrified witnessing that event (1260,1261).Seeing the killed washerman, his people ran with fear leaving the clothes there. Balarama and Krishna wore the clothes desired by them, gave some to the Gopakas and proceeded forward (1262). Then a weaver saw the sons of Vasudeva and presented them with delight colourful and extremely soft clothes and a few ornaments causing them pleasure (1263). The valiant boys accepted them with grace, decorated themselves with them and appeared beautiful like the offsprings of a mighty elephant. Madhava was happy with the devotion of the weaver and granted him riches and prosperity (1264). 
Later Balarama and Krishna went to the house of a maker of flower-garlands named Sudama. He got up, paid obeisance to them with appropriate offerings and said, “ You are great persons being responsible for the genesis of the universe. You take birth to preserve the cycle of events on earth. Our entire race is sanctified by your visit. My prayers have been rewarded. My house became full with riches and prosperity. My wishes are all fulfilled. How am I to behave? What are the deeds to be performed by me? Please order (1265,1266)!” After saying those words, Sudama  offered extremely fragrant garlands of flowers to Balarama and Krishna. The boys transcend the moon in reputation and were like Manmadha to young girls (1267,1268). 
The boys decorated themselves with the garlands given by Sudama and asked him, showering grace, to let them know the boons he desired (1269). Then Sudama said, “Oh! Lord! You are Kalpavriksha to those who do Tapas! Please grant me opportunity to serve your lotus-like feet, companionship with your devotees worshipping your feet and kindness and love towards all living beings.” Madhava granted to Sudama all that was desired by him.In addition, he showered on him strength, longevity, intelligence, reputation and riches. The lord then moved forward on the streets of the capital along with Balarama (1271).
While proceeding further the lord with lotus-shaped eyes saw a hump-backed woman carrying a vessel containing a variety of perfumes. The beauty of her face exceeded the beauty of a lotus. (1272). Seeing her the lord said, “ Oh! Woman with lotus-shaped eyes! To whom do you belong? For whom are you taking these perfumes? What is your name? Give all these perfumes to us. When you do that good happens to you (1273,1274).Hearing those words the woman said, “Oh!Boy with a handsome body!You are beautiful!Do not be jocular with me! How does everyone get beauty? People call Trivikra. I am a maid-servant of Kamsa. The art learnt by me is to make pure perfumes. The king likes me very much. Do you apply these perfumes (1276)?”After saying those words she felt that her mind was moved by the appearance, smile and glances of the boys. She gave those perfumes with love to the boys (1277). 
The lord was happy applying to his body those perfumes given by that hump-backed woman. He decided to rectify her deformed body. He kept his feet on hers firmly. He kept two of his fingers under her chin. He pulled her up to stretch her body. Her deformity vanished. She became beautiful like the arrow of Manmadha swhich makes one subservient to love. With her back and breasts becoming graceful she looked at the lord with a strong desire for him (1278).Being agitated by the arrows of Manmadha, she pulled the lord by holding the garment on his shoulder inviting him to come to her house addressing him as an embodiment of Manmadha. Being pulled by love-lorn woman,the lord smiled looking at Balabhadra. He said to her, “Oh!Lady with a face similar to moon!I come to your house after fulfilling the purpose of my visit. Do not get angry (1279,1280).
After sending her away Krishna proceeded on the roads of the city accepting betel leaves, flower-garlands, sandal pastes and various other types of offerings of the citizens. He reached a place where archery was taught (1281).There, he examined a bow  which was mighty like that of Devendra. When the people-in-charge were preventing him from doing so,  he had a big laugh with his face getting brightened (1282). Hari, who was an ocean of valour, lifted the bow with his left hand while his relations were appreciating it. While the people there were watching him, he fastened the thread of the bow, stretched it and broke into two as effortlessly as an elephant would break a cane-sugar plant (1283). The huge noise generated when the bow was broken caused fear to the ears, spreading in all directions and piercing through the confidence of Kamsa, the king of the Bhoja Kingdom (1284). The protectors of the bow were bewildered saying, “This boy broke the bow of the king unhesitatingly with valour. This is an audacious act which cannot be tolerated. We should be bold enough to catch hold of him.” So saying the care-takers of the bow were enraged and pounced upon the lord. Balarama and Krishna held by hand those wicked care-takers of the bow and killed them (1286) They thus  roamed about in the city of Madhura and went back to their resorts (1287).
15. A Description of Setting of Sun and Rising of Moon
The sun with diminished brilliance was amusing to see on the western horizon. He was looking like a pit, covered by tender mango-leaves, dug by a barbarian in a forest, comparable to sky, in order to catch darkness, comparable to an elephant (1288).The sun setting on the western horizon was like an old man with rough hands being forsaken by sky, comparable to a sweet-heart, in preference to a young lover, moon with cool hands (1289). The sun-loving lotuses folded themselves up after sun-set as if to indicate that their preference was for the scorching sun in stead of the moon albeit the latter`s attractive appearance indicated by Chandrakalas, relationship to goddess Laksmi and presence on the head of lord Siva (1290).
Beautiful sun-set on the western side was red in colour as though the Arghya offered by Brahmins during Sandhyavandana was like a weapon killing the demons sprinkling blood (1291). The stars on the sky were like droplets splashed from an ocean of milk  comparable to the greatness of Hari, brightened by Karkataka,Makara and Meena Rasis, spreading  over the earth and sky (1292) The fame of the consort of goddess Lakshmi permeated in all directions. Darkness was covering all the regions of the sky appearing as a perfume sprinkled by Brahma to make the lord`s reputation fragrant (1293). When the darkness was chasing him, the sun ran away from the east by a circuitous route encircling mountain Meru in the process (1294). 
The carpenter-beetles were hidden inside by the buds of lotuses during the night . It appeared as though the night was appealing to the lotuses to protect her children, namely the carpenter-beetles, from the moon who happened to be a common foe of darkness and sun-loving lotuses (1295). The rising of the moon caused happiness to Chakora birds and agony to the lovers separated from each other. The moon rising in the east looked like Kumkum on the forehead of a woman. In addition, the moon was compared to a sickle raised by Manmadha to cut the confidence, compared to a creeper, of separated lovers. 
The moon was compared to a sword raised by Kala, a personification of blackness, compared to a huntsman or a forester, to hunt darkness compared to a beast. Further the moon on the eastern side of the sky looked like a soft tender leaf  on the eastern branch of a Ganuga tree. Seeing the rising of the moon the moon-lovinglotuses blossomed and the thieves were agitated. The sea swelled in jubilation as if to touch the sky (1296). When the rays of the vibrant  moon got propagated in all directions, the heavenly bodies looked collectively like a gasket  containing balls of Karpoora (1297).

Balarama, Krishna and the Gopakas ate their meal consisting of milk and rice . They then roamed about freely  in the city  going to places of their liking, at the same time observing carefully the plans of Kamsa with full caution (1298). Kamsa, in turn, got news about the arrival of Balarama and Krishna in Mathura, their slaying of his followers and the breaking of the great bow. He spent a sleepless night agitated (1299). When he closed the ears with his palms, he failed to hear the sound of his respiration. He failed to see his head on his reflection seen in  water and a mirror. When he saw his finger through the tip of his nose each one of the heavenly bodies, like the sun appeared as two in stead of one. When he saw in light the shadow of his body he saw holes in it. He failed to see the impressions of his feet on the floor. The trees appeared to be gold-coated. When his end was approaching, Kamsa`s mind got agitated (1300). He saw in his dreams that he swallowed poison, embraced the dead, remained naked, got oil sprinkled on his head and had a ride on a donkey (1301). In addition, he got a dream that he was going alone to an unknown destination. Being under the fear of death, he spent a sorrowful night with difficulty (1302).
16. A Description of Sun-Rise
The stars were looking red on a dark eastern horizon at the time of day-break. They were  compared to blood-coated pearls sprinkling down from the skull of an elephant, considered to be darkness, torn asunder by the claws of a lion imagined to be the sun (1303).The sun rose on the eastern horizon. He looked like a ball made of pearls hanging from a frame consisting of toy-parrots kept over a cradle by the consort of Indra for her baby. The sun, in addition, looked like a bell in the hands of a news-vendor, Kala, the time, announcing loud the spending away of the fortune of longevity. The rising sun further looked like a gold-vessel used by Brahma to measure  a paddy-heap considered to be the life-span of living beings.The sun on the east was like a mirror kept in front for purposes of decoration by the western horizon compared to a woman. The rising sun was compared to a tablet used by the Chakora birds as a medicine for controlling the fire of love. The sun was considered to be the consummation of the rituals  of Pamini-Kantas and a personification of a sphere of brilliance representing the Trimurtis (1304).
A pleasant breeze was blowing across during sun-rise. The lotuses were blossoming. The darkness was driven away into the caves. The carpenter-beetles were satiated with honey from the lotuses (1305). The universe looked beautiful like a bottle containing water mixed with Kumkum when it was covered by the redness of the sun rising on the eastern sky (1306).

Then the wrestling arena  got ready by king Kamsa was covered by a soft golden coloured soil free from pebbles, ant-hills and mud. It was sprinkled with pleasant musk-water. A fence made of sandal-wood was erected all around the arena. It was decorated with  huge flower-garlands, flags and festoons. There were  elevated seats arranged all around the area which was brimming with hub-bub from Brahmins, Kshatriyas and other sections of the citizens. The place was reverberating with incessant sound generated from various sound-producing instruments. The whole arena was wearing a festive appearance and looking clean like the the minds of virtuous people. It was protected by the soldiers of Kamsa causing happiness to the people assembled (1308).
Kamsa, prominent among Bhoja kings, was seated with a worried mind on an elevated platform along with distinguished ministers while his sobordinate kings present were found seated subservient to him (1309). Chanura, Mushtika, Sala and Tosala decorated themselves appropriately, came to the wrestling arena saluting their mentors with the accompaniment of actvating sounds generated by various instruments. They looked imposing as though they were  principal and primordial mountains in motion, forsaking carrying the entire terrestrial plane and all the oceans as its Molanoolus (1310).
Nanda and other Gopakas paid their respects to king Kamsa, gave presents to him and sat on spacious seats in order with Kamsa`s permission(1311). Then Balarama and Krishna, having decorated themselves, heard the sounds of trumpets and other instruments and became curious to see the wrestling ground (1312). They went unhesitatingly to the threshold of the arena of wrestling. They saw there an elephant named Kuvalayapida looking imposing in its prime. It was throwing dust up through its tusk flooring down the other elephants. It was arrogant and terrifying with its mischievous behaviour( 1313). The lord, a source of terror to his foes, stared at the elephant and with a voice as majestic as a thunder and spoke the following words to the leader of the mahouts (1314) :- “Oh! Mahout! There is no need to direct this imposing elephant towards us. Turn the elephant backwards! In case you provoke the elephant for a fight, I kill you along with your ferocious elephant by inflicting blows with my fists comparable to fearful and dangerous thunder-bolts.  It is certain that I send you to the god of death, Yama (1315).”

17. Krishna Killing Elephant Kuvalayapida
Having said those words, Krishna tightened his lovely hair and the girdle around his waist fastening his yellow robe. He approached the huge elephant, which was capable of reducing even mountains into splinters through its tusks. He pushed back his locks of hair and got ready skillfully for the fight while the spectators were praising him (1316,1317). Following the orders of Kamsa, the mahout drove the elephant mercilessly to attack the boy, the best among the Gopakas, unmindful of the fact that the one facing it was young (1318).
Some more mahouts roused the elephant which attacked Krishna. It appeared like an annihilating conflagration fomented by a strong gale. It attacked the boy with arrogance like goddess of death, Kalapurusha and Yama. The elephant was enraged by the zooming noise generated by the carpenter-beetles which were hovering round it, being tempted by the liquid oozing out from it. It filled with its trumpeting the frontal cavities of its head. Its trunk which caught hold of the lord effortlessly resembled the hood of serpent Adishesha aroused by intense anger. 
The unconquerable Hari struggled through a zig-zag motion, wriggled out of the grip like sun coming out of the entanglement of Rahu and sprung suddenly to hide himself in-between the legs of the elephant. The anger of the elephant was intensified when it could not find Govinda. It started moving round-and-round like mountain Mandara rotating while floating in the midst of an ocean. It got ruffled after locating Krishna through recognition of odour. It bent its trunk, comparable to the stick of Yama extended at the time of taking life away, to catch hold of the boy to smash him on the ground. The lord was unperturbed and jumped bravely to the rear side of the animal. He sprung up suddenly to hold the tail of the animal like Garuda catching hold of the tail of a serpent. With valour he threw away rotating it round and round.
The elephant got up, appearing unconquerable and attacked the lord once again moving towards left and right alternatively with audacity not retreating from fight. Madhava made the animal get exhausted by turnig to right when it turned left and viceversa. He tormented the animal adopting cruelty towards it. He stretched his hand and hit the top of the elephant`s head with his fist which resembled a severe thunder emerging from devastating clouds. The lofty skull of the animal resembling Anjanagiri was smashed with broken pieces falling asunder. Blood-smeared pearls from the skull of the elephant were scattered all over the ground bringing to the earth the beauty of the evening horizon with its red colour beautified by the red stars. 
The tusker did not retreat, recouped, attempted to sit on its knees, consoled itself and got up immediately. It saw to its left and right and hastened to move forward. Like a mountain being thrashed by lofty waves of an ocean, it was again thrashed by Krishna. Kuvalayapida attacked Govinda all of a sudden with its tuskers. Nanda`s son intensified the attack, troubled the tusker with his skillful hand-fight. The animal lost all its energy and looked crest-fallen. It resembled a devastated city affected by the matchless spear of Mukkanti and  a ship mutilated by a severe storm in a sea. It lost its Madajala oozing from its face becoming blank like the hand of a miser. It had an unquenched anger like the heart of a disgruntled lover. The animal was helpless with a  dehydrated trunk like the time of an eclipse with the sun kept  under control. Its trunk got peeled off like the sun-shine during the blossoming of lilies. The elephant wore an ematiated appearance like moon-shine with unblossomed lilies (1319). The best among Gopakas, a jewel among the valorous, the lord killed that ferocious elephant like a lion, smiling playfully, by pressing the animal under his feet, pulling out its fearful tusks by hand and beating it with them till it lost its entire strength (1320). Krishna left the place after killing the mahouts also with the tusks of the killed elephant (1321).
Accompanied by the Gopalakas, Hari and Balarama came to see the wrestling ground carrying the shining tusks of the slain elephant on their shoulders with drops of sweat covering their faces. They were famous for their ability to fight even without moving their legs. The arena was causing astonishment to Devatas and human beings because of its fearful pomp and show (1322). Madhava along with Balarama appeared like a thunder to the opposing wrestlers because of Raudra Rasa exuding from him. With Adbhuta Rasa he appeared  as a King to the people. His Sringara Rasa made him appear like Manmadha to the women-folk of the city. Bhayanaka Rasa of the lord made him look like death to Kamsa. Idiots found him to be fearful because of the Bibhatsa Rasa in him. He was brilliant as son to his father because of Karuna Rasa. The wicked exuded hatred for him due to Vira Rasa of him. Hasya Rasa in him made him look like torch-bearer of his race. Prema Rasa made him appear divine to his relations. Yogis viewed him as Parabrahma because of his Santi Rasa( 1323)

The lion of  the Bhoja race, Kamsa saw in succesion the dead elephant and Balamadhavas who arrived. With a worried mind he was greatly terrified (1325). The spectators were seeing the Gopakumaras repeatedly not being satisfied. The boys were valiant and wearing attractive garments,flower-garlands and jewellery embedded with precious stones suggesting the attire of actors. They were wandering in the wrestling arena with a potential to give protection to all the worlds and attracting the attention of the wives of the men-folk (1326). The spectators were whispering among themselves bending forward as if to embrace the boys. The on-lookers were staring at the boys as if to swallow the nectar exuding from moon-like countenances of the boys. They were praising the boys making sounds with their tongues as though they were tasting the nectar (1327).They were thinking among themselves that the boys were born in Vasudeva`s house under the will of lord Vishnu as the forms of Parabrahma to protect the earth and hence were not to be considered as mere boys (1328). How could Madhava  with eyes resembling lotuses, a physique looking auspicious, a great brilliance, a valour matching with that of the elephants bearing the load of the earth, consort of goddess Lakshmi be a mere human being? He killed a demoness, a demon Trinavarta in the form of a whirl-wind, Bakasura, Aghasura, demon Kesi and Vyomasura, felled Maddi trees, lifted Goverdhanagiri to humble Devendra, dancd on the hoods of serpent king Kaliya and swallowed a big forest-conflagration. In addition he killed strong demons to protect the Gopakas. He fulfilled the desires in the minds of his devotees. All these showed that the boy was not an ordinary human being (1329).
18. Krishna and Balarama Killing Chanura and Mushtika
While the spectators were watching, Chanura uttered the following words to Balarama and Krishna :- “ Our king came to know that the citizens were talking among themselves about your skill acquired in fights during the time you grazed the cows in the forest areas. He therefore called you for wrestling contests to be held here. It is appropriate that we exhibit our  valour here (1330,1331). Oh! Shep-herd boys! Are your body-functions in tact? Have you learnt bodily exercises? Is your body in a fit condition? Should I request the king to see that you are supplied with milk? Do you like gambling? Do you know what is meant by a blow with my fist? It is like a thunder! Otherwise it is like Yama`s stick, taking one away at the time of death. Alternatively it is like flame from the eye of Mukkanti. Have you followed? A blow with my fist is no ball of butter for eating (1332). People learn things for getting the praise of kings. Let us spend  some time in wrestling to please the king and the people (1333).”

After hearing him Hari said the following words :- “We are ignorant of wrestling-bouts. We are youngsters. We cannot say that we have strength.  You are proficient in wrestling.  Your bodies are hard like Vajrayudha. We are therefore no match to you. Nor are we competent to cause entertainment to your king. But when you invite us for fight, how can we straight away refuse (1335)? I fight with you while my brother, Balarama  is enthusiastic to wrestle with Mushtika. Let us cause pleasure to the king in this gathering ( 1326 ).” 
Hearing those words Chanura spoke as follows :- “ Oh! Shep-herd boy! What is your level to fight with me? Are you a match to me? I am well known, born in a good race, having good habits and a demeanour to do good things. Have you such a greatness? Wrestling in this capital does not mean mere hopping before shep-herds! Think well before you do (1338)! This Chanura does not care for either Iswara or Brahma. He ridicules Vishwaksena. He does not invite even Vayudeva  for a fight  since he considers him to be not a match for him. His immense muscular strength remains undiminished. He does not postpone a bout out of diffidence. He does wrestling in a mysterious and effortless way. Can such a matchless wrestler like Chanura be incompetent to overcome a mere Gopabalaka (1339)? Oh! Gopaka! Why boasting? I am a very strong and a renowned wrestler. There is no wrestler in this world  not being defeated by me and made submissive to me (1340).
Oh! Krishna! Approaching me with hatred, you cannot enter an ocean any more, stay with pride near a mountain, go under the earth carefree and move with pride as a man as ferocious as a lion.If you come near me I throw you down and hence you cannot stretch your hand nor can you increase your body size before me. You cannot transcend me to trouble the king. I search for you wherever you are and consequently you cannot enter a forest. You cannot be complacent that you have a dominant appearance. Do not be under the impression that you are very great. Do not be boastful that you are intelligent. It is beyond your capability to fight with me. Go away (1341) ! In case you say that you are Sri Hari. This is not Vykunthapura for you to stay with grandeur. It is Mathura. This is not a gathering of those who relinquished their families. It is the court of Kamsa. To hear in a carefree fashion, this is not the music of Narada on the Veena. It is the sound generated from my biceps.It is not coaxing goddess Lakshmi to speak pleasing words. It is a battle-ground with wrestlers. It is not an area of Vedanta to roam about care-free nor is is it the inner side of the minds of Munis to hide yourself. It is not the company of your devotees to move forward. You cannot go anywhere from here (1343).” 
Having uttered those words, wrestler Chanura hit each one of his biceps with the palm of the opposite hand  producing a sound which could spread upto the solar system. Small hair on his scalp shone like thin smoke from fire compared to his anger. His long hands like trunks of huge elephants were causing terror. His long pointed moustache looked like  pangs of the god of death, Yama during the period of destruction. His fearful black body was dominant like a long black mountain. Chanura walked towards Krishna while his foot-steps created tremors  in the ground below. That sight was like a spear thrust through the hearts of the citizens (1345).
Krishna saw the wrestler approaching him with full vigour as described. Chanura with expression of excessive valour and enthusiasm patted his biceps with palms of opposite hands. The sound so generated filled up the entire space. He jumped over his opponent. Standing at two different heights they collided with each other  like a pair of elephants, lions and mountains. The two exchanged fist-blows with overflowing anger. It looked like two conflagrations each trying to torment the other, two clouds dropping on each other huge thunders and two oceans colliding with each other with lofty waves during the period of devastation of the universe. Unperturbed the two came closer and entered the wrestling arena.

Then Hari unfolded his valour in full swing. Roaring loud he caught hold of his opponent and pulled him down. The lord praised the opponent seeing him stretching his legs and opening up his strength  with enthusiasm. Chanura had pain inflicted on him which made him unsteady. Yet straightening his neck he pulled Hari down to make him roll. The lord with his body brimming with energy came up on his knees. He pressed Chanura with his knees in that postrure executing a wrestling trick known as Karavada which got praise from his opponent. 
He made Krishna fall down by pushing  the latter`s leg. Excelling in the bout, the lord  went back and skillfully got up on the back of Chanura while the Devatas were praising him. The servant of Kamsa, Chanura entwined his leg and hand respectively  with leg and hand of the lord looking like an intoxicated elephant covered with lines of fluid exuding from its face. He moved round and round in the wrestling arena tilting Madhava in the process. Krishna was firm without foregoing  courage. He excelled in the fight, threw his opponent on the ground and gave blows on his vast belly region. He encircled his leg with that of Chanura demonstrating a wrestling posture known as Dokkara. Chanura, adept in the art of wrestling, could resist his opponent  with his leg to protect himself.
A foe of demons, Krishna held his opponent`s girdle round the waist, lifted, applied pressure, humiliated him and laughed. The enemy joined his leg with that of Krishna and troubled him to prevent him from attack. Krishna overcame the counter-attack of his opponent, held a broad implement in hand and frightened the enemy. Chanura became aggressive, held Hari`s hand, made an attacking noise, put his leg on Krishna`s face and excelled. Krishna counter-attacked Chanura`s leg with his, controlled the dominance of his opponent and wriggled himself out from his grip with unmatched strength. Holding Chanura`s foot under his own, Krishna inflicted a blow on the chest of the foe with his fist comparable to Vajrayudha. Without losing his composure, Chanura revolted. Rotating in the arena, like mountain Mandara rotating in the middle of an ocean while churning, he kicked the lord. Krishna held his feet in a proper position, jumped up towards the sky  and landed on his opponent. That impact made Chanura`s feet get loosened. He also jumped up to intensify his counter-attack (1346).
During that period Balarama and Mushtika started their wrestling pushing each other with their hands.They were exhibiting several feats of strength looking like devastating flames destroying the whole universe (1347). The Gopabalakas continued their fight with the wrestlers having conceited cheeks and hands capable of defeating trunks of huge elephants. The wrestlers causing fear to the groups of Gopakas looked like spears to the minds of their foes (1348,1349).
Groups of women of Mathura sighing hot were talking as follows among themselves :-“Alas!The King is enjoying bouts by calling good boys with bodies as delicate as flowers to fight against cruel mountain-like wrestlers with bodies as hard as diamonds.There is nothing good about it. He does not order them to stop the bout. Did we see or hear about such vicious people earlier (1350,1351)? The spectators are witnessing what is happening here but are not able to bring to the notice of the king that these tender boys are no match to these wrestlers. This event is bound to cause adversity to them as well as to their king (1352). 
If we  were to be flutes, Madhava would have shown grace to us by offering the nectar of his lips. If we were to grow as a bunch of peacock-feathers, the lord would have kept us on his head to establish a relationship with us. If we were to be yellow silken robes,Govinda would have worn us on his shoulders inseparably. If we were to be a garland, the lord would have worn us in his neck. If we were to be trees in Brindavan, Krishna would have approached us and played near us with pleasure. Alas! What a pity that we did not perform appropriate rituals to become any one of these mentioned! What is the point in repenting now (1353)? The sinful Brahma should have given us birth in the village of the Gopikas to have the good fortune and pleasure of having this Gopakumara.  Why did he made us born here in this city? We do not know what rituals these Gopakumarikas performed to have this Gopakumara (1354). Blessed are the Gopalakas to mingle with the lord during the time of grazing the cows. Even the rulers of the earth do not have this great experience (1355). 
The face of the lord with lotus-shaped eyes having drops of sweat is as handsome as a lotus drenched by droplets of dew (1356). One should not go to the court of a king at all. If one goes there sin is acquired  even by the learned by  ignoring knowingly or unknowingly wrong deeds done or  by incompetence to know wrong things or by knowing them and conveying opinion against the law (1357).”
While many were commenting in several ways, Chanura succumbed to Hari by losing his self-confidence.The lord was like a boat to cross an unparalleled ocean known as family, a destroyer of the places of foes, a conqueror of an elephant named Kuvalayapida.He  lifted Goverdhanagiri and filled mountain caves with his vociferous shouts like roaring of lions (1358,1359).In spite of the fact that Chanura was getting weakened by Krishna in the bout, he inflicted audaciously a blow on Hari`s chest with his fearful fist. Ignoring that attack like an elephant being hit by a flower-garland, Hari excelled in the fight exhibiting his prowess (1360). 
Chanura, valiant, ferocious, fearful in wrestling, capable of creating terror in the minds of opponents and endowed with a powerful body was overpowered by Krishna. The lord caught hold of his hands harshly, swung him round and round and smashed him on the ground (1361).Being thus flung by Krishna, Chanura was seriously hurt. He fell down on the ground bleeding profusely from the mouth and died. Seeing that event, Kamsa`s heart was shaken (1362). 
While the on-lookers were shouting that Balabhadra  was literally Balabhadra since his strength was his protection, Indra was praising him. He caught hold of Mushtika with limitless strength of his hands and shook him left and right. The forces of Kamsa were shaken by seeing the event (1363).When Balarama swung Mushtika round and round and flung him to the ground, the latter was bleeding profusely from  his mouth resembling a cave.  Mushtika lost his strength under the volley of Balarama`s severe blows and fell on the ground dead like a huge tree getting uprooted by a gale (1364). Mushtika was like a plant-eating worm to the conceited king with huge strength of his biceps, a liar, a chatter-box and one with a fearful fore-head. Such a wrestler was hit down to the ground by a straight powerful blow of Balarama (1365,1366). Being a destroyer of foes, Balarama  killed Mushtika and his friends, Kuta, Tosala and Sala, among others,  by breaking their skulls  through kicks from his legs (1367,1368).
All those who fought with the Gopabalaklas, under-estimating their abilities, died. The other wrestlers ran helter-skelter shouting,“Balarama and Krishna are strong. Run away! Run away from them (1368)!” The Brahmanas and others saw to their heart`s content the sons  of the shep-herd king Nanda without closing their eye-lids. The boys were attractive like lions among the shep-herds with their anklets tinkling on their lotus-like feet.   Kamsa alone did not praise the boys out of jealousy (1369).
19. Krishna Killing Kamsa 
Putting an end to the uproar of the spectators, Kamsa uttered the following words addressing his ministers :- “ Drive these shep-herd boys out of the main entrance of the city!  Surround the shep-herds who are here! Imprison the cruel Nanda! Kill Vasudeva immediately giving wide publicity to it! Do not spare Ugrasena! He is not a father to me. He is close to my foes in all respects (1370,1371).” 
While Kamsa was giving those orders, Krishna targeted and jumped to the platform, on which Kamsa was seated, with war-like zeal intending to kill Kamsa. The lord was like a youthful lion bringing its feet together to jump at a deer running away with all its strength in the legs. The citizens assembled there were stunned (1373).  Seeing the lion of Yadavas, Krishna jumping to the platform on which he was seated, the king of Mathura, Kamsa attacked him with a sword in hand. People on the side of Kamsa praised him as a noble man  with valour (1374).
Krishna caught hold of the tuft of hair of Kamsa like the king of birds catching hold of a snake. The citizens gathered there were subjected to fear and agony. The precious stones in the crown of Kamsa started falling down on the floor like stars  falling during the time of total destruction of the universe.  Krishna made the prominent among kings, Kamsa  fall on the wrestling-arena stopping the attempts of the latter to fight(1375). Kamsa fell from the platform to the middle of the wrestling-arena frozen and action-less like a log. The wicked man died then and there while the citizens were witnessing it being astonished. 
Krishna with eyes lotus-shaped, using the strength of his shoulders,  dragged the body of Kamsa like a lion dragging the body of an elephant (1376). Kamsa, when alive, remembered Krishna incessantly with hatred and a tarnished mind.He did not forget Krishna even in anger, happiness and sleep and also during eating and drinking. Hence he got salvation by merging with the lord (1377). During that time the brothers of Kamsa, Nyagrodha, Gahva and others came to attack Krishna with various war-weapons saying, “Alas! A single Gopala killed the king. What a wonder! Encircle him! Why should we cause delay?” They were worried, angry and rude in their behaviour. Then Balabhadra, seeing that, became a personification of anger. With a weapon known as Parigha, he sent all of them one after the other to the abode of the god of death, Yama (1378,1379,1380).
Narada played musical instruments with hands, sang songs on Krishna and danced with happiness  in heaven witnessing what all was happening below (1381,1382). Brahma, Iswara and other gods praised Krishna showering heaps and heaps of flowers. Devatas blew trumpets. Devatanganas danced in diverse ways in heaven (1383). The wives of Kamsa and others killed were immersed in sorrow hearing the news of the death of their husbands. They came out from their palaces hammering their heads with their palms with their faces covered with tears. They wept with soft voices seeing and embracing the bodies of their husbands in eternal sleep. Kamsa`s wives, among them, uttered the following words (1384) :-
“ Oh! The ruler of our lives! A lion by name Gopala came out in anger and killed you, a mighty elephant. A gale named Yadunatha with a terrifying speed uprooted you like a tree. An ocean by name Vasudeva overflowed the coast inundating you, an island. A Devakisuta like Devendra killed you, a mountain. Oh! A person with valour! A great soul! King! Alas! We are alive still when you are dead. Can there be such hard-hearted persons elsewhere on earth (1385)? You did harm to living beings and they, in turn , harmed you. Never good happens to those who harm others. Such a life becomes a waste (1386). Oh! King! Did not wise people tell you about people who  lost their lives by opposing Gopalakrishna? How nice it would have been had you forsaken anger and obstinacy and prayed Govinda (1387)?
20. Krishna Setting Free Devaki and Vasudeva and Doing Coronation of Ugrasena
The lord of the universe, Hari consoled the sorrowful wives of the royal family, ordered for the performance of rituals of death for the slain Kamsa and others, got Devaki and Vasudeva released from prison and paid obeisance to them along with Balabhadra (1388).
Seeing their sons, the father and the mother entertained a doubt among themselves. They felt that the boys were Devatas ruling all the worlds and not ordinary human beings. Then Krishna along with Balabhadra cast the power of Maya on them capable of throwing people into a trance taking away their power of dicrmination.  He became humble exhibiting implicit obedience and said the following words :- 
“You gave birth to us. But you are deprived of the fortune of having us in your lap, making us play on the floor, caressing and bringing us up during our infancy, childhood and adolescence. Due to god`s will you could not fulfill such a desire even after entertaining it. All these days we are also deprived  of the fortune of having coaxings by parents appropriate to different stages of our growth. Who are responsible for the genesis of these bodies responsible for attaining Purushardhas, namely Dharma, Ardha, Kama and Moksha? Naturally you are responsible as parents. We can not repay your debt even after serving you for a hundred years.  We are forever indebted to you (1390). 
One who does not serve his parents with his body and wealth, in spite of having the capacity to do, is a sinner. Such a person eats his own meat in the other world after death (1391). By pretending to be incapable, a person who does not  give shelter to parents, elderly people, youngsters, teachers, Brahmins, good-natured people and one`s wife, in spite of having the ability to do so, is like a dead man even when alive (1392). Oh1 Parents! You are endowed with extreme patience. We are responsible for Kamsa imprisoning you and inflicting torture on you. We are devoid of kindness and hence failed to prevent Kamsa from doing all that till now in spite of being capable of doing so.We are cruel and mere pretenders. Please tolerate our short-comings and pardon us (1394)”. 

Pretending to be a normal human being Hari spoke those words. Devaki and Vasudeva came under the sway of love and affection. They made their sons sit in their laps. They embraced the boys and drenched their heads with their tears. They became speech-less being engrossed in the emotion of intense affection. Then Krishna spoke the following words addressing his maternal grand-father Ugrasena (1395) :- “Oh! Pious Person! Yadavas in spite of their valour are forbidden from attaining throne  due to a curse by Yayati. Hence you become the ruler of this land. We become your subjects. Devtas pay taxes to you. There is no need to say that the other kings become sub-servient to you. Be ready to rule the people with delight. (1396)”. 
Having said those words, Krishna honoured Ugrasena and made him the king of Mathura. Ugrasena had implicit faith in truth. He was renowned for his charitable nature, self-esteem and valour in destroying armies of his foes in wars. He was a person endowed with humility (1398). Later Krishna called back all those languishing in other kingdoms because of fear of Kamsa. These included Yadavas, Vrishnas, Bhojas, Madhuvus, Dasarhas, Kukuras, Andhakas, among others. He gave them wealth to their satisfaction and made them return to their houses (1399). Fear in their minds vanished and they started living happily with the citizens of Mathura making happy exchanges under the grace and kind supervisin of Madhsudana (1400).

Govinda went to Nanda one day along with Sankarshana and uttered the following words :- “Oh! Father! We have not seen either our father or mother. We imagined that you and Yasodadeavi  were our parents. Were there any parents earlier who brought their children with so much pampering as you did? We became what we are  because of your goodness which ensured us good bringing-up appropriate to different stages of our growth (1401,1402). We return to that place after doing good to relations here. Please convey this news to all of our people there. All the favours done to us by you with excessive affection and care in Gokula can never be erased from our minds wherever we are (1403)”. Krishna presented clothes and ornaments and embraced him with affection after saying those words. Nanda returned to Vrepalle along with other senior Gopalakas  under the grip of emotion having eyes filled with tears (1404)
Vasudeva got Upanayana performed for his unassuming and humble sons in the presence of Garga, Brahmanas and other Purohits according to the stipulated procedures (1405). Balarama and Krishna, prominent among the descendants of Chandra dynasty, got Upanayana-Mantra from the best among Brahmanas. They assumed Kshatriya-hood with blessings from Vipras, Rajas, among others. In addition Garutmanta, Adisesha and others blessed them (1406).Vasudeva donated cows and gold, among others, to Brahmins after the Upanayana. He also gave in reality as donation the cows which he had in his mind only as a Sankalpa at the time of their birth due to his getting imprisoned. . He gave whatever they desired to those who approached him in  need of receiving alms (1407). Balarama and Krishna thus assumed Brahmacharya. 
They decided to show to the world that no one becomes learned without undergoing Gurukulavasa and receiving directly with devotion teachings personally from Gurus. Thus they went in search of a Guru in spite of the fact  that they were already all-knowing and Jagadgurus themselves (1408).  They reached Kasi, an abode of extreme grandeur. There they had the good fortune of appropriate introduction and submission to Sandeepani, a renowned scholar, a resident of Avantipura and one endowed with knowledge of all aspects of learning. 
They served the Guru with a pure heart, good behaviour and implicit regard. The Acharya was satisfied with their humility and devotion (1409). He taught them with extra-ordinary clarity the four Vedas and the six Vedangas, namely, Siksha, Vyakarana, Chandas, Nirukta, Jyotisha and in addition Kalpa, Dhanurveda, Tantra, Dharmasastra of Manu and others, Nyayasastra in vogue , Tarkasastra and Rajanita, among others (1410). Balarama and Krishna learnt sixty four Kalas in sixty four days at the rate of one every day being extremely competent (1411). They are both Gurus even to Gurus. They are Jagadgurus enlightened with a realization that no one is inferior or better than the other. They served Sandeepani following strictly the norms of Guru-Sishya relationship  to set an example to be followed for the benefit of all the three Lokas (1412). 
Sandeepani along with his wife uttered the following words seeing the successful disciples and realizing their greatness :- “ Our son got drowned in water while taking bath in a quay named as  Prabhasa in a sea. He could never be traced subsequently. You are an ocean of grace. You have a shining greatness associated with you. You are our disciples. Hence as a token of gratitude and as an event astonishing to all, bring back our son and give him to us. Please treat the fulfilment of this request as your duty (1413,1414). Guru lives in an elevated state of mind covered by glory when the disciples are extra-ordinarily strong. It is appropriate that you, endowed with spotless qualities and uncoquerable valour, fulfill the desire of your Guru (1415). 
On hearing those words, Balarama and Krishna got up their unconquerable chariot. They reached the ocean in a flash and uttered the following words in anger :- “Oh! Sagara! Bring our Guru`s son  and hand him over to us! In case you want to talk back with us, you become a target to the flames propagated by our sharp and unbearably fast arrows  which are terrifying in the battle-field (1416,1417)! Hearing those words, Sagara said, “ Oh! The best among rulers of Yadava race! There is not even a trace of deceit in my words. A good-natured and a handsome boy was taking bath in a quay called Prabhasa. A wave tossed up with a terrifying speed and snatched him away inside the ocean. A demon by name Panchajana swallowed the pleasant-mannered Brahmin boy.” The ocean revealed to them the location of the demon (1418,1419,1420).  
Krishna blew his conch. Hearing that sound, the demon got shaken with fear and uncertainty. Krishna entered the waters of the ocean. He made the demon fall down and tore apart his belly with arrows shining with golden feathers.  The Brahmin boy could not be found there. Krishna with a polarized, and a concentrated mind was bent upon achieving his objective motivated by the devotion to his Guru (1421). Krishna accepted a  great conch known as Panchjanya generated from the body of Panchajana . 
He went to the  place of Yama known as Samyamani without any further delay getting up his chariot along with Balabhadra (1422). He blew his conch generating a loud sound  like the one generated by a devastating cloud. Yama was astonished hearing the sound (1423). He came there angrily saying that some one was blowing a conch near the out-skirts unmindful of the strength of his hands provoking anger in him (1424). 
He came there and saw Balarama and Krishna  as human forms of lord Narayana taking birth to perform super-human acts. He prayed with devotion and requested the lord to order what was to be done (1425) Krishna said, “ Oh! Yama with a pious past history! Please listen to what I say. There was something wrong with a son of my Guru. Consequently you called him here for punishment. Please hand him over to us. We need him (1426). Yama handed over the boy with devotion saying, “ This is the boy. Please take him away.” Krishna bid farewell to Yama, the lord who rides a he-buffalo and punishes the wicked (1427). 
Thus Balarama and Krishna gave back the son to Sandeepani and enquired whether any thing else was to be done (1428). Then Sandeepani said, “ Oh! Noble boys! You gave Gurudakshina desired by the Guru. You made your reputation get propagated in all directions. Was there anybody earlier giving gracefully his Guru such a Dakshina desired (1429)? Is it possible for others to get back alive a dead boy from Yama`s place? You caused immense good to us with a lot of care and devotion. May your reputation get propagated  in all the worlds (1430)! Oh! Pious Persons! I am blessed”. Thus Sandeepani blessed them. After taking leave of their Guru, Balarama and Krishna reached  Mathura  on their chariot and blew their conch having accomplished their objective successfully. The citizens were delighted as if they got back a lost treasure (1431).
21. Krishna Sending Udhava to Gopakantas
Krishna thought within himself as follows :- “Gopalanganas in Vrepalle keep their minds always on me.They expect my arrival. They recite my name in their minds.They must be in grief in several ways in their secret-abodes under an ecstatic state of love for me. Alas! They must have been subjected to intense humiliation. They must be extremely angry with me. They must be blaming me severely (1432,1433).” 
He sent word for Udhava, a person with a firm and a serious mind, praised by elders, prominent among persons of Vrishni race, a store-house of intelligence and equal to Brihaspati, the teacher of Devatas (1434). He spoke to Udhava as follows :- “ Oh! Udhava! Come here! I do not know how sorrowful the embodiments of love, Gopikas are, anticipating my arrival and forgetting everything under intense love for me. They used to tell me that it is not fair for me to leave them since they have implicit faith in me. Go quickly! I do not know how they are still alive in spite of escalating fire of separation engulfing them (1435). Violating all established norms,  I protect those who focus their attention on me and take refuge in me. It is my natural quality to come to the rescue of those who take shelter in me (1436). Tell the Gopikas secretly that Krishna sent a message to them.   Tell the Gopikas with lotus-shaped eyes that they should not entertain any doubts about me. Tell them that I have not forsaken them and that I come to Brindavan (1437).” 
Krishna, smiling with a face as handsome as a lotus, thus bid farewell to Udhava speaking lively keeping his hand in Udhava`s. The latter got up a chariot and reached Vrepalle by sun-set. He entered Nanda`s palace with his chariot being covered by  dust from the hoofs of groups of cows returning after grazing (1438). Nanda embraced that pious man with delight. Saying that Udhava was Krishna for them, Nanda received and worshipped him appropriately. He was fed with a tasty satisfying meal. The fatigue caused by the journey was removed. 
Nanda wanted to converse with Udhava and spoke the following words with happiness (1439) :- “ Is my friend Vasudeva doing well? Is he happy getting the services of his sons after the death of Kamsa who was blinded by pride (1440)? Oh! Brother Udhava! Is everyone safe there? Does Krishna think of us, his parents, with pleasure? Does he think always about the Gopakas, Gopikas, friends and cow-herds separated from him? Does he talk about the rains and rivers of this place? When does Krishna visit our Vrepalle (1441)? Do I get in this life once again the good fortune of liberally enjoying the sweet countenance of Krishna comparable to a spot-less moon propagating shining beauty in all directions (1442)?” 
Thus the best among the Gopakas,Nanda narrated repeatedly the past deeds of Hari with eyes full of tears and remained silent when he could not speak any longer, his voice becoming hoarse being choked with emotion (1443).Yasoda got intoxicated mentally with ecstatic love for her son listening to her husband narrating the qualities of the boy. She had milk oozing from her nipples and tears flowing from the corners of her eyes being thus getting agitated (1444). 
Udhava spoke the following words to Yasoda and Nanda who were sad due to the absence of Govinda in their midst (1445) :- “ You remain bold! The lord with lotus-shaped eyes visits you, his parents, in the near future. He sees you and does good to you. Please do not get agitated! Balarama and Krishna are not ordinary human beings. Hari, the lord who is the donor of Moksha, took birth on earth as Balarama and Krishna to lighten the load of earth. 
One who is enlightened thinks of the lord of the universe at the time of the passing away of life. Such a person gets sanctified assuming the form of Brahman, become seffulgent like sun and remains eternal (1446,1447). Such a Narayana resides in all living beings as Atma. He assumed human form for a purpose and you served him  with full devotion. You are sanctified. He is ever-shining in all living-beings like fire in wood. The lord has no mother, father, wife, friend, relation, foe and one who is liked or disliked. He has no birth and death. He protects the virtuous by assuming  Gunas to perform the Leelas of creation, maintenance and destruction although intrinsically he transcends all Gunas (1448) Thus Udhava spent that night by narrating in several ways the greatness of Krishna.

He got up early next morning hearing the noise of churning of curd. He was at a solitary place after performing his daily-rituals such as Sandhyopasana (1449). The Gopikas came there at that time. They saw Udhava, one of Chandra dynasty. He had lotus-shaped eyes, a handsome countenance, a broad chest and hands stretching upto his knees. He wore a yellow silken robe, flower-garlands and shining earrings. They thought among themselves that he was as dazzling as lord Krishna (1450). They spoke the following words to Udhava with smiles and glances coupled with shyness lending beauty to their faces (1451) :-
22. Bhramaragitas 
“We came to know about you. You are a friend of Krishna, the lord with lotus-shaped eyes. You came here with over-flowing devotion being sent by Krishna to inform his parents about his well-being. It is a relief that our dear lord does not at least forget his parents. We do not know who else is dear to him here (1452). The best among Munis, in spite of relinquishing every-thing else, fail to snap their bondage with their relations. Therefore there is no wonder in Krishna remembering  his parents. The relationship with others is purpose-oriented. The bondage vanishes as soon as the objective is achieved. Are the carpenter-beetles not deserting the flowers as soon as their hunger is quenched (1453)?” 
While the Gopikas were  uttering those words, one of  them got engrossed in the thought of worshipping the feet of the lord. She saw in her immediate vicinity a carpenter-beetle.It got intoxicated by swallowing honey from the flowers. It was causing anxiety to the love-lorn with its humming (1454). Imagining the fly to be a messenger sent by Hari provoking her to pray to the lord, she spoke the following words to the beetle meaning the words to go indirectly to Udhava :- 
“Oh! Mischievous friend Bhramara! Do not touch our lotus-shaped feet! You became red by coming in contact with the flowers in the garland of our lover, Hari. You drank honey from those flowers. The flowers became red by coming in contact with the Kumkum-coated nipples of our Gopikas when the lord embraced them. Your face in turn got that red colour. You may be condoned by the lord for inflicting on us separation from the lord and for enjoying being present in the houses of the women of the city meant for love-making. We are not willing to pardon you (1455,1456). 
Oh! Madhupa! You take honey from one flower and leaving it you go enthusiastically to another. In a similar way Krishna offers the nectar of his lips once to us  to loot our pure, chaste youth and then gets interested in other women. Alas! How did goddess Lakshmi come under his possession believing in the false information that he was a chaste person (1457)? Oh! Carpenter-beetle! You are  pleasantly extolling Krishna to be a nice man. Do you think that we get intoxicated  listening to your music? His history is not new to us. We do not relish your music. You go and sing before the women of Mathura! They give you things of your choice getting pleased with you (1458).
Oh! Bhramara! Are there women in Swarga, Martya and Patala Lokas not attracted by the radiance of Krishna`s smile and enticements through his eye-brow movements? When the best among handsome women, goddess Lakshmi is caressing  his feet, what is our status to deserve serving the lord who is an embodiment of grace (1459)? Oh! Carpenter-bee! You are adept in mediating and negotiating. Let there be no more of them. You do well to leave us to our fate. Why did the lord desert us when we set aside all norms and became one with him leaving our husbands and children, among others? Will righteous people give their consent to such acts (1460)? 
He killed the Vanara king Wali by deceit. He disfigured Ravana`s sister, Surphanakha, who fell in love with him, by chopping off her nose and ears.He took all the three Lokas from emperor Bali with excessive greed and deceit banishing him. Is Madhava a protagonist of Dharma? What offence did we commit? Why are you praising him (1461)? The lord makes even the birds which fly care-free in the sky get redeemed from all bondages by hearing his name  through their ears even once. He makes the birds get detached from house, wife and children, among others. He sees that such birds relinquish  wealth and  family life. Will such a lord  tolerate our lives being impure with incessant desires (1462)?
Oh! Bhramara! Female deers get enticed by listening to attractive words of a hunter, go near him and get serious pain inflicted on them by his arrows. Similarly we believed in the deceitful words of Hari, became targets of Manmadha`s arrows and became consequently sorrowful (1463). Being blinded by love, we left our relations, sons, husbands, brothers and parents and had solace  in him. Please go to worship the lord`s feet and to emphasise that it is not fair on his part to desert us and to avoid meeting us (1464). 
For Madhava our cottagesare not palaces studded with gold and precious stones. For the jewel of Yadava race our village is not  a capital-city ruled by several kings. For the lord with a waist comparable to that of a lion,  our forest is not a garden containing  fragrance-giving plants and creepers. For the destroyer of Kamsa, our cows are not elephants and horses with several auspicious qualities. For the lord who transcends the beauty of Manmadha, we are mere women folk of shep-herds and not comparable to the best among women endowed with beauty and astonishing and entertaining qualities. Hence where is the need for Krishna to think about us? Why does he remember us? Are kings not relishers of things which are new (1465)?”

Udhava heard those words of Gopikas and several other words spoken by them in diverse ways desirous of having an opportunity to seeing Krishna. He spoke the following words sweetly consoling them :-

“Even with Japa, Tapa, charitable nature, Homa and self-control, the most competent among men fail to keep the lord in their minds. You have, however, incessant and firm remembrance of such a reputed lord, who is endowed with great powers and is the ruler of the entire universe.What a surprise! Your lives are great wonders (1466,1467)!
“Oh! Gopikas with eyes comparable to lotus-petals! I narrate to you, in his own words, what all Krishna spoke to me at the time  of his sending me to you with a purpose. Please listen patiently without sorrow (1468).” Udhava spoke the following words as the words of the lord :- “Oh! Beautiful women comparable to precious stones! I am the pivotal figure for all events. You never feel my separation from you.There is presence of earth, water, fire, air and sky, the Panchabhutas, in all living beings,  both movable and immovable. In a similar way Manas, Panchapranas, Budhi, the impulses given by Panchendriyas, namely hearing, touch, seeing, tasting and smelling, Jnana and Karmendriyas are all dependent on me. At my will and command what is dormant in me in microscopic form  as the entire gamut of creation can be manifested, maintained and destroyed in macroscopic form. 
Jeevatma, by nature a pure embodiment of knowledge, assumes a wordly form because of Trigunas. Jeevatma assumes human and divine forms, among others, in Jagrut, Swapna and Sushupti states of mind caused by the power of Maya (1469,1470). One who gets up from sleep realizes that what he saw in his dream is all unreal. Similarly a realized soul resists firmly what all is felt by the mind in the form of sound, touch, among others.Such a soul comes to the conclusion that what is other than himself in this world is unreal. The enlightened do not get tired in controlling the mind. When this is achieved, the concept of plurality vanishes (1471). 
Oh!Ladies with eyes like lotuses! All the rivers flow and merge eventually with the sea. In a similar way, Sankhya discussing about Atma and Anatma, Ashtanga Yoga dealing with Yama, Niyama and others, Veda, Satya, Tapa and Dama dealing with control of sense-organs merge with the control of mind (1472).Women get agitated in mind and feel enamoured  about lovers away from them than when they are in proximity. Hence I am away from you to make you think only about me. Do not get angry. You get me if you think about me incessantly (1473).” 
Udhava said that those were the words conveyed by Krishna. The Gopikas felt happy hearing those words. They spoke the following words to Udhava :- “Is Hari doing well? When is he planning to come here? Does he come to stop agitation of our minds? When the lord of our hearts proposes to visit us, the women of Mathura oppose it and never give their approval. Alas! The harsh Brahma made us targets of the arrows of Manmadha (1475)! 
Krishna used to observe us crouching when we used to hide ourselves in fragrant flower-bushes on the banks of river Yamuna. How can he forget the events of provoking us to love-making after taking us to the shades of bushes? He used to coax us when we were forgetful and lost in thoughts. How can he forget all of them (1476)? He got us involved in acts of love when we went to the banks of Yamuna being enticed by his music on the flute. Being a playful magician he used to hide himself afterwards, to stealthily listen to our conversation to know about our inaclinations. Does he narrate all these events to you in solitude (1477)? 
While performing Katyayini-Vrata he stole our robes when we entered the waters naked to bathe. He gave them back based on our prayers to him. Does he narrate this incident to you during friendly conversations with you (1478)? He performed skillful acts of love with us during Rasakrida on full-moon night  in the middle of river Yamuna. Does he narrate the incident to you secretly  in solitude reclining on your shoulder (1479)? 
Oh! Mahatma! Please narrate the following words of ours immediately to the lord :-  “Our bodies can not survive on this earth any longer without him. Even before our bodies perish, we lose our mental strength. Our minds no longer stay here when our self-confidence is gone. In addition to our minds not being here, our lives vanish. When he comes after our lives are gone and  people gather here to blame him, what purpose does it serve (1480)?

Do women not love men? Did goddess Kamala not love him earlier? You are the best person to inform Hari that it is unfair to desert women who gave up established norms to love him (1481). When our beloved lord comes to the streets of Vrepalle can we see him once  to our heart`s content? Can we hear even once, to the satisfaction of our ears, our lord speaking to us sweetly? Can we get even once the good fortune of having the thrill of embracing our lover when he comes near us? Can we get an opportunity to address him and blame him agitated for deserting us? Will Hari come again to see the place where we are? Will the conqueror of our hearts ever recollect the relationship he had with us? Will Brahma bring our lover to us before we blame him? Oh!  Mahatma! Since  you know the answers to all of our queries, please clarify them (1482)”. Gopikas wept in the presence of Udhava requesting him to convey their appeal to the consort of goddess Lakshmi to salvage Gokula immersed in sorrow.Later they listened to Krishna`s message  narrated by Udhava, gave up their anxiety of separation from Krishna and worshipped Udhava. 
He spent a few months in Vrepalle narrating Krishna`s deeds. Later he took leave of Nanda and other senior Yadavas, got up his chariot to reach Madhura (1483). Thus Udhava endowed with a steady mind returned to Mathura praising the lord. He met Hari, resident of Mathura, destroyer of sins and vanquisher of the pride of his foes (1484). Speaking appropriately, he gave to Balarama, Krishna and Vasudeva individually the presents sent by  Nanda and others (1485).

23. Krishna and Udhava Going to Kubja`s House 

Suka spoke the following words to king Parikshit :- Krishna went to the house of Kubja. Her body is as tender and delicate as a creeper. Krishna who is a Manmadha even to Manmadhas went to Kubja`s house to satisfy her in the  game of Sringara in response to an invitation extended by her to him earlier. Her house was dazzling, provoking Manmadhaleela. The house had precious stones, gold, flower-garlands, body-fragrant materials made of sandal-wood, jewellery, clothes, fragrant-smoke producing agents and lights (1486). Having gone to her house thus, he found Kubja brimming with beauty in the middle of the house. She was found dazzling  like an arrow of Manmadha, a phase of the moon and a ray of lightning in motion. She was shining like a Devata enticing the entire  universe (1487, 1488). 
She got up in excitement when Hari arrived. She got appropriate services rendered with grandeur by her companions. She made the lord seated on a beautiful golden cot. She worshipped Udhava with devotion and requested him to get seated on a bright platform. Her mind was excited and expectant (1489). Her companions decorated her with flower-garlands, fragrant body-lotions, ornaments studded with diamonds and precious robes. Kubja, being pleasure-loving, desired to have love-making with the lord with eyes comparable to lotus-petals (1490). 
She drank a beverage made of spices, tasty and sweet, prepared by pleasure-loving women and got intoxicated. Such a beautiful woman with lotus-shaped eyes approached Krishna (1491). Krishna made Kubja`s heart melt immersing her in  glances exuding Sringararasa and love-provoking words. He held her hand decorated by golden bangles with his lotus-like hand and made her sit on his bed. He embraced her tightly. He made her shed her shyness and consequent hesitancy. He got her activated to the act of love-making (1492). 
Krishna was adept in snatching the hearts of women and well-versed in various acts of love-making such as Jati, Kala, Bala, Chashta, Dhatuvu, Praya, Guna, Dasa, Hridaya, Drishti and Santhushti. He made Kubja, being deprived of an opportunityto love-making till now, get immersed in the pleasure of union with him till she was satiated (1493). Kubja blessed with a delicate body embraced the lord intensely with her hands comparable to lotuses and got herself freed from the pangs of love. Her companions with faces similar to full moon considered that experience of Kubja as unparalleled (1494).
The lord is inaccessible even to Devarishis like Sanaka and Sanandana in spite of intense meditation. He is the head of all the Lokas and impossible  to be seen. Kubja, with eyes similar to lotuses, could get such a lord by virtue of the benefit she had from offering fragrant skin-lotions to the lord. She desired love-making and union with the lord in stead of Kaivalya (1495). Krishna granted her the boon desired. 
He left her house along with Udhava like Manmadha leaving arbours taking away along with him the spring season (1496). Kubja with lotus-shaped eyes could have the fortune of meeting the lord, the jewel among Devatas, inaccessible even to those well-versed in Vedas. She desired the base sensual pleasure in stead of Moksha from the lord. How strange are the vagaries of destiny (1497)? Kubja could transcend even Sachi Devi, the consort of Indra, in good fortune. Krishna could satisfy Kubja sensually through youth and the intricacies of Madana Sastra (1498).
Later Krishna went to Akrura`s house along with Balarama and Udhava. Krishna had an intention of sending Akrura to Hastinapura. Akrura  got up seeing them and saluted to Balarama and Krishna. He embraced Udhava. He worshipped all of them appropriately. He kept the lord`s feet in his lap caressing them. He said the following words (1499) :-
“Oh! Ghanulara! Kamsa and his associates were sent away to Yama`s abode because of your valour. The Yadava race has been preserved (1500).Oh! Great Souls! You are primordial men, the genesis and a composite part of the universe. Therefore there is no cause and action for you. Lord! You manifest as the unverse based on Razoguna and enter the universe as the cause of it. The mobile and immobile bodies of the universe are the basis for action. Panchabhutas merge to manifest as the different forms responsible for action and hence you are not functioning as the cause. In spite of being one, you appear as many. Being an embodiment of knowledge you transcend Gunas and Karmas unlike a Jeeva in spite of causing creation, maintenance and destruction of the universe. You are therefore unattached (1501). 
Oh! Lord of the universe with lotus-shaped eyes! When even  a Jeeva can transcend Bandha-Moksha, how can they touch you? Since you transcend body and related entities there is neither birth nor the consequent Avidya for you. Hence you overcome Bandha-Moksha. Describing your actions such as getting bound to a pounding stone and dancing on Kaliya`s hoods is all ignorance. 
You manifest as Avatara to awaken the world when disbelief in god takes the upper-hand over the path of Vedas (1502).You were born as the famous son of Vasudeva to reduce the load of the earth by killing the demons (1503). Our houses are sanctified by your visit. You are effulgent as the form of Deva, Brahmana and Veda, among others. The water washing your sacred feet  sanctifies all the three Lokas (1504). Oh! Lord! You are the donor of all boons of your devotees. My sacred past Karmas enable me to witness your feet in this birth. I am able to enlighten myself about you. Please shower your grace on me to delink me from attachment to my house, wealth, wife and children (1505).”
 24. Krishna Sending Akrura to Hastinapura
Hearing those words of Akrura, Krishna smiled and uttered the following words removing the bondage of Akrura to his family (1506) :-“You are a relation to us being my paternal uncle. You are our well-wisher.You are an ocean of grace being not immune to goodness in your qualities. You are capable of giving protection to us (1507). Human beings worship always stone-idols    and sacred places  having waters like those of rivers like Ganges to fulfill their desires. It is not fair to prevent such people from doing so. But in reality boons are not fulfilled by mere idol-worship and visiting sacred places. They can be achieved by those who worship the feet of the lord directly (1508).
Oh! Mahatma! You are the best among Bhagavatas and hence the most competent to do good to us. Please listen! King Pandu died. Hence Pandavas along with Kunti came to Hastinapuri and are staying there under the orders of king Dritarashtra. Blind king Dritarashtra  is not impartial to  Kauravas and Pandavas being attached to his sons (1509). Oh! One among the Chandra dynasty! They are all our relations. We have to do good to both of them. You go there to see that both of them are happy avoiding unpleasantness (1510).”

Krishna went to his palace along with Balarama and Udhava  after saying those words. Akrura went to Hastinapura, the capital of Kauravas. He saw there Dritrashtra, Bhishma, Vidura, Bahlika, Bharadwaja, Gautama, Duryodhana, Karna and Aswathama among others. In addition he saw Pandavas along with Kunti and other relations. They all served him appropriately. He stayed there for a few days studying the behaviour of all. One day Kunti uttered the following words in the presence of only Vidura (1511) :-
“Oh! Elder brother! What did my fathers, mothers, sisters, sons-in-law and younger brothers say to you at the time of your coming here from there? Have they given any thought to our sorrow here? Are they all doing well? In the midst of the evil-minded Kauravas,  I am like a female-deer in the presence of jackals (1512). 
Duryodhana, son of this Dritarashtra, is very cruel in his deeds. He is totally wicked towards my sons. He got my sons bitten by snakes. He got them thrown into river Ganges after getting them tied with strings. He made them eat poisonous food. He got them pierced with weapons while they were deep asleep (1513). Do Balarama and Krishna, while conversing among themselves, think of the well-being of the children of their paternal aunt? Are we to be subjected to miseries even when Krishna is there? Will Krishna, gracious to his devotees, get the kingdom divided equally between Kauravas and Pandavas to get the rightful share for my sons (1514)?”
Having said those words, she thought of Krishna reposing her faith in him, saluting and praising him in her mind as omnipresent and ruler of all with lotus-shaped eyes. Akrura along with Vidura caused solace to Kunti with pleasant words. 
25. Akrura Giving Beneficial Advice to Dritarashtra
After bidding farewell to Kunti, Akrura went to Dritarashtra , seated comfortably among relations and friends, and said the following words to him (1515):-“Oh! King! You became king after the death of your brother, king Pandu. You remain safe and earn fame if you rule righteously, protect your people, preserve your honour and maintain impartiality. In case you go against these, you end up in disaster (1516). It is good for you to be impartial to Pandu`s sons and your sons. 
Existence with some one is not permanent in this world for any one. There is nothing to be gained from  sons, wives and houses. While one is born in this world some one else dies. One accumulates virtue while another gathers sin. Water, which is life-giving for mother-fish, is being drunk by its offsprings. In a similar way the wealth of a foolish father is being snatched away by his own sons as foes. Subsequently the sons are least bothered as to whether the father is alive or dead (1517). Therefore wealth earned by you through illegal means taken away by your sons,  gets you ill fame both on earth and in heaven (1518). This body is not permanent nor can it be preserved by seen and unseen gamut of things. There is no dearth of intelligence for you in spite of your birth as a blind man. With eyes of intelligence give their share of kingdom to Pandavas unhesitatingly (1519).” Then Dritarashtra said the following words :- “What you spoke  is auspicious and true. In spite of that it does not remain in my mind stable. It is to me as transient as a of lightning which appears as a flash and vanishes near the transparent stones of a mountainous region. I am never happy with such words like a mortal unhappy even after getting nectar. No matter how intelligent a person is, god`s will can never be averted. I salute to lord Krishna. He makes this universe through his power known as Maya. He himself enters into this universe. He analyses the deeds performed by human beings and gives appropriate reward or punishment in return. He was born as son of Devaki to reduce the load on earth. He is responsible for the cycle of births and deaths which the human beings are incapable of understanding. Things happen according to the will of the son of Nanda. That decides our lives.”  Dritarashtra thus bid farewell to Akrura who replied to him to do things as he pleased having understood the former`s mind. Akrura returned to Mathura and narrated to Balarama and Krishna all the events (1520,1521,1522).

26. Jarasandha Invading Mathura to Wage War Against Krishna
The widowed wives of Kamsa, Asti and Prasti went to their father, Jarasandha weeping and said, “Oh! Father! Yadavas invaded the city of Mathura with irresistable army.They felt that all sorts of people were existing as kings. They killed Kamsa and other kings without any provocation while their wives, children and relations were weeping. Thus we got widow-hood because of Krishna (1523,1524).”
Hearing those words Jarasandha was enraged like a conflagration capable of a total annihilation. With sorrow and anger getting intermingled in his mind, he said, “ What a surprise! Did Krishna kill Kamsa in a war? Alas! Was he not aware of my capabilities? Flames of fire of my valour burn away right now the congregations of Yadavas even when they crawl to the sky, hide themselves under the earth or enter the ocean (1525,1526). Let Hari, Hara and others come in my way, I am prepared to deal with  them! I see that the entire surface of the earth is got rid of Yadavas (1527).” 
Having said those words, he got the trumpets of war blown with a burning anger and a mind fully prepared for a war (1528). The capable Jarasandha invaded instantaneously the capital of Yadavas, Mathura with a total army of twenty three Akshauhinis (1529). It looked as though the horses of Surya`s chariot ran slowly on the sky being masked by the cloud of dust raised by the marching of chariots, elephants, horses and infantry (1530).
Thus Jarasandha`s army marched and marched till they reached Mathura. The city was full of gardens containing bent-trees with thick tender and grown-up leaves, buds, flowers and fruits.The gardens were having wooden mechanical devices to bring water up. The droplets of water sprinkling from narrow openings pierced in the water-pumping  rotating-devices gave the impression of artificial rains in the city. The city was crowded with, chariots, elephants, horses and soldiers looking like messengers of Yama. The city was brimming with law-abiding citizens adhering to their caste-oriented professions. It had forts with highly elevated towers fitted with stony protective mechanical devices enclosed by boundaries impenetrable even to Devatas.
The city was beautiful with lakes filled with  sounds and chirping of birds such as Chakravakas, varieties of cranes and swans, among others. The city was prominent with a fragrant breeze emanating from lotuses and lilies blossoming in its lakes. Marshy areas formed by the fluids oozing from huge elephants were dried up by the powder produced from the rubbing of diamond-studded ornaments of defeated kings. 
Houses of Pandits of Mathura were brimming with presents such as gold, Kamadhenus and Kalpavrikshas given by the prominent and sinless Yadavas. The skies of Mathura were filled with the noise generated  by the fluttering of flags and other objects tied to the flags. The peacocks were dancing beautifully with their hoods stretched wide open, mistaking the smoke emanating from the windows of the mansions, caused by the burning of Karpoor offered as Harati, to be clouds. Sounds emanated from the auspicious instruments of temples of Mathura as an age-old practice. These sounds were submerging the roaring sounds of the waves of the sea. Yadava ladies of Mathura were constantly protected by the muscle-power of their husbands and thus made it impossible for others to stare at them. Having surrounded such a city, the army-camps of Jarasandha were looking like an ocean overflowing the coast-line. Endowed with a balanced and an appropriate thinking power, Hari saw the army-camps and thought as follows within himself (1531) :-
“An army of twenty three Akshauhinis surrounded the city. Methods such as Sama, Dana, Bheda are of no use against Jarasandha. Therefore only Dandopaya is to be applied to be victorious and to reduce the load of the earth (1532). My birth is meant for lessening the load of the earth in all four directions. Therefore I start reducing the load of earth from now onwards (1533).  Ruler of the kingdom of Magadha, Jarasandha is not to be killed straight away now in war. He comes again and again with a fresh quota of army every time, if he is not killed now. Then they can all be killed to reduce the load of the earth before killing him ultimately (1534).”

While he was thinking so, two highly radiant chariots manifested from the sky by the will of god to reach him. They were equipped with charioteers, flags, armours, arrows, bows and Chakras, among others. They were the out-come of a desire the lord had in mind. Seeing them, the lord with lotus-shaped eyes said to Balarama the following words (1535) :- “Oh! Balarama! Have you seen? Extremely shining chariots with weapons arrived from heaven. Destroy quickly the enemy-kings accepting the chariots while the Devatas feel rejoiced. You thus fulfill the purpose of your Avatara. Therefore get ready for the war immediately (1536).” 
Balarama and Hari were full of courage. They had strong armours, bows and arrows. They had huge elephants and high quality horses. They went to the battle-field  in chariots accompanied by followers causing terror in the hearts of the opponents (1537,1538). They thus came out of the city fully prepared for the war. Krishna, the destroyer of demons, blew his divine conch, Panchajanya. The sound of the conch was majestic and violent. The sound agitated the living beings of the universe, got the approbation of Devtas and Munis, pleased the kings who were devotees of the lord, caused terror to the wicked army of the foes and was sanctifying (1540).Under the effect of the deep sound of the conch, the elephants got scattered and Jarasandha`s army started reeling with impaired eye-sight (1541).

The king of Magadha said to Madhava the following words at that time :- “Oh! Gopala! What for is this war for you! Go away! These are assemblages of elephants and not herds of cows to frighten and drive away. These are sounds of neighing of swift horses and not lowing of male oxen to hear pleasantly. These are mountain-like chariots and not mere old carts which can be pulled down by kicks with the feet. This is a congregation of enemies comparable to Yama and not merely a group of shep-herds for chit-chatting. It is a fire of arrows and not merely a forest-fire for extinguishing. It is not Brindavan  for moving about pleasantly it is an array of army. It is a fearful battle-field and not the bank of Yamuna to dance (1543). 
Oh! Gopaka! This is not just killing a woman nor is it throttling a crane. It is not mere uprooting of trees or hitting a donkey with a hunting instrument. It is neither driving away a snake nor holding the breath to keep the air inside the lungs. Do not think it to be lifting a hill with the hand. How can you be alive facing unavoidable and intolerable clusters of my arrows (1544)? The sounds you hear are not the musical notes on Veena played by Gopikas but the sounds generated from the stretching of strings of bows which create holes in your ears. This is not mere sprinkling of water by milk-maids but a rain of arrows to pierce through your body to cut it to pieces. These are not the side-glances of Gopikas but lacerations by sharp swords to control you. These are not the tender lotus-stem-like hands of shep-herd maidens but hits from the fists of warriors to make you lose your splendour. This is not Vrepalle but an ocean of army of Jarasandha full of ferocious kings comparable to crocodiles. You are inundated by this ocean like an island being submerged by it during its high tide (1545,1546)”.
Then Hari uttered the following words :- “Oh! Magadhuda! Why do you boast? It is said that you conquered a few kings in war. It is enough.  Boasting oneself is not a quality of the valiant. There is still much to be done. Why do you insult others? I extinguish even the most devastating conflagration. I become victorious (1547,1548). Oh! King! You called me a shep-herd. I am not to lose anything by this. You will be knowing presently the difference between a keeper of cows and a ruler of land (1549).
Then the enraged Jarasandha uttered the following words :- “Oh! Krishna! You are young.  You send your brother Balarama to fight with me. We are to feel ashamed when people comment that the prominent among kings, the ruler of Magadha fought with a shep-herd boy. Enough! You get away! We are equipped with unerring arrows. It is impossible for you to win over us (1550,1551).” Then Giridhari uttered the following words smiling :- “ Oh! Magadhuda! The valiant exhibit their valour and do not boast themselves like the way you do. If you are brave, show your prowess in war and stop your self-praise (1552,1553).
Jarasandha became angry hearing those words of Krishna. He surrounded Balarama and Krishna by sending  forward all forms of his army. It was like a breeze covering the heat of sun by clouds and dust. Balarama and Krishna took birth to save the earth and to conquer the enemy-kings. They were like ornaments to Devatas and were always stable in ensuring success (1554, 1555). Neighing of horses, trumpeting of elephants, sounds of the wheels of chariots and stretching of strings of bows,  increasing sounds of weapons like maces, Chakras and bows, shouts of victory and sounds of drums and other percussion instruments looked fearful and emanated as if to penetrate the entire universe (1556).
Then the armies of  Krishna and Jarasandha  attacked each other and started fighting with courage. The two armies looked like oceans of total annihilation with tides touching the skies. The soldiers came out in groups of tens, hundreds and thousands, started yelling dreadfully filling up with sound the cavities of caves in prominent mountains. Each group fought against the opposing group like arrogant wild elephants just let loose from deep forests, most alert lions, unparallelled monsters and terrifying eagles. They laughed wildly and wastefully. Each group started searching for the valiant fighters of the opposing group. 
The soldiers got excited hearing the sounds of war-instruments such as Pataha, Kahala, Bheri and Sankha. They got enraged with pride and conceit. They hammered the brave fighters of the opposing sides with maces and clubs. They let loose a volley of arrows. They applied hammers and wooden pestles to inflict blows on the opponents. They pierced the bodies of opponents with spears and lifted them up. They cut the bodies to pieces using swords. They sliced the bodies of soldiers of opposite camps hurling Chakras and arrows. Roaming about wildly, they hit the opponents with iron maces. They threw bricks and spears. They inflicted deep lacerations using daggers. Thus the bold soldiers exhibited their valour in diverse ways. 
The sky was filled with incessant sounds of  wheels of chariots. The charioteers  drove their vehicles to crush the infantry under the wheels and also by using weapons. The elephants were unruffled by the rain of arrows like mountains unaffected by rain. They stretched their trunks resembling the poles of Yama, caught hold of the principal parts of the chariots, pulled them down, whirled them round and reduced them to splinters. They threw up the soldiers like balls and pierced their bodies with their tusks. They tore apart the horses and roamed about unopposed. 
Some horses escaped the attacks like mountains with wings avoiding attack by Vajrayudha of Devendra. Such horses with their saddles, neighing fiercely, moving with the speed of mental waves, counter-attacked. When the horses were coaxed to attack, the dust raised from their hoofs caused darkness all around. The riders of those horses removed the darkness with the effulgence of their swords to annihilate the opposing camps. A fierce war broke out as described (1557).
The chariots on the side of Krishna got burnt. Thr horses got cut. The elephants crumbled. Soldiers died. Blood started flowing on the battle-field. Heads were cut. Bodies fell down. The ornaments fell down being reduced to splinters (1558).The army of Yadavas was scared. The valiant fighters died.  Horses, elephants and clusters of chariots were destroyed. Devoid of victory, the army of Yadavas receded (1559). The women of the city got up the top floors of their buildings and were lamenting as follows :-  “Balarama is the best among the valiant. Krishna is acclaimed by all the Lokas as the one endowed with strength. Jarasandha opposing such  great warriors and driving back their army appeared strange (1560).”
Krishna saw his army being defeated. He excelled with a renewed vigour to fight. He brought his hands, comparable to the trunks of elephants carrying the load of the earth, into action. He blew his conch,  Panchajanya with a propensity to break the entire universe compared to a pot, Brahmandabhandam. The sound of the conch was like the deafening noice of thunder-bolts. The peacock feather worn by the lord looked like a rain-bow. Lord`s dexterity with hands concealed the entire  process of putting the arrows in position with respect to the string of the bow, stretching the string and releasing the arrow. 
His bow, Sarangam,thus exhibited a novel dazzling appearance resembling the global shape of the effulgence of the solar system. The twang of his bow caused astonishment to the elephants bearing the load of the earth in all directions. The sound thus released was unbearable like the deafening sound of thunder-bolts. The dust blown by the hoofs of horses tied to the lord`s chariot created total darkness. Krishna`s unparalleled skill in war-preparedness  made Narada ecstatic to lift hands totally engrossed in dancing. His hand movements resembled peacocks dancing in great happiness. The sound generated by the beautiful wheels of lord`s chariot caused panic to the valiant fighters making them doze off reclining on the heads of elephants That sight looked like the scene of lovers getting shaken by the sounds of peacocks and reclining on the breasts of their sweet-hearts.
Clusters of evil spirits, Pisachabrindas, desirous of drinking the blood of diverse kings, were shouting engrossed in the process.They appeared like Chataka birds shouting for rain. Balarama, adept in efficaciously provoking war, was like a gentle breeze causing rain. Kamalanabha, the lord, had a complexion resembling the intense black clouds at the time of total annihilation. He caused a rain of countless number of arrows in rapid succession piercing the bodies of chariot-horses, elephants and infantry of the foes. When he was thus causing a torrential rain of arrows, the splinters of fire generated by the friction of his bow and arrows were like glow-worms in the darkness of rain. The crowns of the fighters scattered by the arrows of Krishna had precious rubies of pink colour embedded in them. The splinters of these precious stones caused by the arrows looked like insects of bright red colour with silken bodies known as Arudra-Purugus. 
The pearls in the skulls of elephants  torn by the arrows of the lord and thrown asunder appeared like hail-stones. The semi-lunar shaped arrows of the lord cut the legs of the foes making their bodies collapse with shouts of request to the lord to stop doing the harm.Those crumbling bodies resembled huge trees cut by the cultivating farmers. The teeth falling from the cave-like mouths destroyed by sharp spears looked like bunches of wild-jasmines. Elephants with sharp arrows piercing into their bodies bleeding suddenly and profusely died incapable of moving. Such elephants looked like mountains full of water-falls. Diamond-studded neck-laces coupled with armlets scattered on the war-field being hit by rugged arrows looked like flowers of mangroves, Mogali, coupled with hoods of snakes.
The sounds of drums resembling the niose of the waves of annihilating sea were like sounds full of horror let loose by frogs. The brain-matter of horses, elephants and human beings cut and exposed by fearful arrows created a mire beautifying the battle-field.Fearful streams of blood started flowing in the battle-field. In that stream the cut hands appeared like snakes, skulls as tortoises, hair as algal growth, palms as fish, horses as crocodiles, elephants as islands, white umbrellas as foam, feathered fans, Vinjamaras, as swans and  dust of precious stones as sand-banks (1561). A blue vest worn by Balarama round his broad waist comparable to a sapphire was looking beautiful like a cloud in Kailasa mountain. 
The dazzling of golden bracelets studded with precious stones worn  by delicate hands of Balarama, comparable to tender leaves, was handsomely propagated in all directions. With a pleasant countenance, he started moving his fearful and strong iron pounding pestle, round and round at a great speed, excelling in destroying the enemies (1562). Balarama appeared like Yama at the time of total devastation. He was endowed with immense strength capable of agitating groups of demons. He was a source of solace to the timid.  He had valour to make all the three Lokas shiver with fear.  He had a plough as his weapon.His side-glances looked terrifying as if splinters of fire were gushing out. His iron plough was decorated with bracelets made of gold and precious stones. Hurling his weapon quickly, he was tearing off the skulls and chests of foes reducing them to pieces. Witnessing that scene, the forces of Jarasandha were unable to tolerate the pain inflicted, bowing down helpless in the battle-field (1563).
Balarama appeared very fearful  with his anger getting aggravated. Stretching with one hand the lever of the plough, he got his weapon  stuck to the necks of the opposing kings, pulling them towards himself to make their ornaments fall on the ground. He controlled the movements of the opponents with a lot of self-cofidence. He made blood of the opponents flow in the battle-field by striking  their heads with a pounding pestle held in his other hand (1564). The skulls of the elephants were smashed by the plough of Balarama creating astonishment on the battle-field. The pearls from the broken skulls of the elephants scattered on the floor were like seeds sown by farmers in the corrugations made by their  ploughs (1565). Clusters of armies of the foes started running away with fear seeing Balarama chasing them whirling his plough. The opposing armies were bewildered, pushed sidewards, made to surrender and driven to hide themselves. The army-groups were destroyed and crushed to reel with pain falling on the ground. They receded and got agitated (1566).
The valiant Krishna covered all directions of the earth with hundreds of sharp arrows like the sun submerging all corners of the globe with his scorching rays (1567). Some were dieing in groups of ten and five,  as if arranged to a pattern,  by penetration of long metal-arrows. Some were crumbling down getting beheaded causing agony to those who were seen by them earlier. Some more fought with hands even after losing their legs before getting the hands also cut and dieing.

Some others looked like mountains with water-falls having bodies with bleeding wounds. Some others died while trying to avert the defeat of brothers, sons, friends and relations. Some died while fighting getting up new horses when their previous horses were killed (1568). Some others wounded by irresistible arrows  of Krishna were boasting unmoved by saying to the lord, “Oh! Krishna! We are not losers even if we leave these bodies. It is impossible for you to get victory because we go to heaven after death, fight against you there and defeat you (1569,1570)”.
Thus sage Suka continued the narration to king Parikshit. The army of the king of Magadha was surrounded by Krishna and Balarama like inundation by a fearful devastating ocean. It was extinguished by their unparalleled valour (1571,1572). Hari creates, maintains and destroys the world effortlessly. Destroying the foes is not a note-worthy act for such a lord.  Yet he was praised in classic literature for such an event since it was achieved as a human being (1573).
Balarama destroyed,with his plough, chariots, bows and horses of foes with a self-confidence causing astonishment to the opponents. That act perplexed the evil-doers. He sprung forward and caught hold of Jarasandha blinded by self-conceit. It looked like a great lion seizing another lion with the intention of destroying (1574,1575).Having caught hold of Jarasandha,the fearfully strong  Balarama inflicted blows on his foe with his terrifying fist making him fall on the ground. Jarasandha was on the verge death. That event made the opposite camp get scattered with fear. Chakri prevented Balarama from killing Jarasandha motivated by his intention of carrying out subsequent future action in the context of reducing the load of the earth.
 He uttered the following words to Jarasandha (1576,1577) :- “Oh! King! There is no need for you to be sorrowful. You go now! You regroup your forces, recover from your anxiety and come again to punish your  foes. In case you fail to do so, you exhibit your valour and relinquish your body to get the approbation of Devtas and the people on the earth. Let your brain-matter in that case be food for other creatures on earth (1578). 
Having said those words, Krishna freed Jarasandha smilingly and the latter was subjected to more of humiliation than perplexity bending his face down. His mind was filled with anger and an ill-feeling. He was detrmined to try for victory over Krishna and Balarama even by doing penance. He joined the group of kings who ran away from the battle-field and departed along with them. 
The Devatas showered flowers on Krishna and Balarama. The citizens of Mathura and the professionals employed for the purpose praised them. They entered the city listening to auspicious musical notes played on Veenas, Flutes, percussion instruments and conches, among others. The citizens of Mathura cleaned the streets and sprinkled water mixed with musk. They decorated the city with diverse flags and other beautifying objects. They fastened garlands to golden victory pillars studded with precious stones. The entire city resounded with chantings of Vedas. The entrances of houses of the city  wore a festive look with happy and satisfied inhabitants (1579). The women-folk of the city  got up top floors of their elevated buildings to shower tender leaves, flowers and Pelalu on the brave Balarama and Krishna saying that the brothers were returning victorious after defeating the valorous enemy-kings who inundated the city (1580).
27. Kalayavana Invading Krishna by Surrounding Mathura
Thus Balarama and Krishna entered the city of Mathura. Krishna narrated the details of war to king Ugrasena and was on relaxation trips. Jarasandha was full of hatred for Krishna. He joined hands with vicious kings of the world and invaded Mathura for a total of seventeen times with a total army of seventeen Akshauhinis. He waged war against Yadavas who were protected by the shoulders of Madhava functioning as boundary walls of safety. In every attack Jarasandha lost his forces. In spite of that he was getting ready for the eighteenth attack. Narada, adept in the art of creating rifts between warring groups, approached Kalayavana and said the following words (1581) :-
“Oh! Kalayavana! You conquered all the kings with your shoulder-power like wind sweeping away clouds. In spite of all this why have you not conquered Yadavas? Have you forgotten them? Is it due to lack of pride? Is it due to ignorance? Is it because you are afraid of them? Is it because you feel that you are inferior to them (1582)? There is one youngster among Yadavas who became prominent on earth driving away Jarasandha and others. He is unparalleled on earth. Have you not heard about his achievements (1583)?” Hearing those words Kalayavana said :- “Oh! Narada! What is it that you are saying? What type of human being is that? What is his status? What is his behavior? Where does he reside? Who is his friend? What is the level of his valour in fights? Can he withstand my all-round ability in war and can stand against me in war? Please tell (1584,1585).” 
Hearing those words Devamuni replied as follows :- “Oh! King! He has a complexion similar to a black cloud. He has eyes similar to lotuses. His countenance is like a full-moon. He has long and broad shoulders. He has a broad chest beautified by a mole known as Srivatsa. He wears a diamond called Kaustubha. He wears yellow silken robes.  He has earrings in the shape of crocodiles. It is difficult to describe him in words. He is effulgent and permeates in all directions. He roams about at all times. Unless one is adept, it is difficult to get him surrendered (1586,1587).” 
Hearing that detailed description of qualities of the lord and not paying heed to it, Kalayavana uttered the following words :- “Oh! The best among Munis! He is after-all from Yadava race. I can conquer even the devastating Yama if he attacks me. I can convert Krishna into ash through a conflagration generated by hard, diverse, superlative, golden-feathered arrow-clusters released from my harsh hands.” Having said those words, Kalayavana  attacked the city of Mathura at a great speed. He had an army of three crores of valiant Mlechas. 
28. Viswakarma Building Dwaraka Inside Sea Under Krishna`s Orders
Krishna said the following words to Balarama (1588,1589,1590) :- “Yavana invaded the city. Magadhudu also is likely to attack us either today or tomorrow or day after.  Both Kalayavana and Jarasandha are very strong. They fight from both sides of the city. In such a situation, when we fight with all our might against one  at one front, the other one can seize the opportunity to capture all of our relations to kill them eventually. Otherwise they can be imprisoned. Jarasandha is a wicked man. We have to build a fort at an inaccessible place which cannot be attacked by the foes. We have to keep all of our relations in that (1591).” 
Krishna got an inaccesible  place inside a sea from sea-god, Samudrudu. It had a length and breadth, each equal to twelve Yojanas. He ordered the royal architect, Viswakarma to build a city in the centre of that area causing astonishment to all (1592). Accordingly Viswakarma built a city in the midst of an ocean. It was stronger than the cities of Varuna, Devendra, Kubera, Yama and Brahma (1593). 
The boundary wall of that city was so high that it looked like a sister to the sky.The trench around the city was deeper than Patala. There was no one to fathom its depth (1595). While the height of the fort competed with the sky, the stars twinkled on the towers of the fort like talkative intruders causing interruption (1596). The city looked beautiful with buildings containing  handsome entrances, doors, walls, shelves, pillars, bolts, thresholds, pavements towards the streets, windows, court-yards, porticos, waiting-rooms and drinking-stalls, among others. It also contained forts with towers and boundary-walls. It contained, further, palaces, royal-paths and stair-cases studded with gold and precious stones (1597). 
The top-floors of the palaces of the city, by virtue of their height, became the roaming places of sun and other planets. The maidens residing in those palaces avoided going there to abstain from playing with men-folk due to shyness (1598). Black smoke originating from the burning of sandal-wood sticks came out of the windows of the buildings studded with gold, diamonds and other precious stone available in plenty in the city. That gave the illusion of clusters of black clouds. Consequently groups of peacocks gathered on elevated tree-branches and started dancing (1599). Golden Kalasas located on elevated places of the buildings reflected  sun. Such a view created an illusion among the inhabitants that there existed several suns (1600).
Gardens of the city contained diverse trees and creepers which were pleasing to the minds of the on-lookers.Those trees and creepers contained different types of buds, blossoming flowers, honey, bulging trunks, branches, leaves both ripe and tender, tender  branches with flowers, roots growing from branches, full of pollen grains, roots and fruits. Fragrant smell  was propagated in all directions (1601). The lakes of the city contained lotuses and lilies. They looked pleasant conquering the hearts of people. They had droplets of water in profusion being scattered by a gentle breeze. In addition, the lakes became abodes of swans and other types of birds (1602). Gentle breeze blowing from the gardens of the city was passing through the buildings of the city. It was passing through places containing fresh flowers and removing doplets of sweat from the bodies of couples relaxing by getting closeted (1603). 
Brahma wanted to preserve his superiority by not entering into  any competetion with the the local  Brahmins. If he were to enter into discussions with them, they would have created problems for him (1604). Sky became black in that city due to smoke emanating  from the Yajnas performed by the local Brahmins. Otherwise how could the sky be black  with the solar system in tact (1605)? Youth from royal families of that city stood by their word. They never hesitated to donate money to the needy. They did not have  extra.-marital relationships. They never ran away in wars (1606).Sea is renowned as an abode of precious stones. But it does not give them to anybody. What type of Ratnakara is it? The  best among Vysyas of the city purchased and sold precious stones. They transcended the Ratnakara. 
Elephants of the city were imposing. They could pulvarise even hill-tops with their trunks. They attracted both male and female carpenter-beetles through Mada oozing  from their body. Their bodies were like mountains (1608). Horses of the city were beautiful. They could transcend the speed of air and mental waves. They were adept in ensuring victory. They had good qualities and a high pedigree. They were fearless and humble capable of destroying enemy-groups (1609).Brave soldiers of the city were comparable to lions, tigers, camels and elephants. They were well-versed in diverse types of wars (1610). 
Citizens of the city were free from hunger and thirst. They were found to be glorious and comparable to Devatas due to the grace of Govinda (1611). They were interested only in seeing the countenance of Krishna. They were mindful of serving the feet of Hari. They were afraid of performing acts not related to Narayana. They forgot themselves  engrossed in devotion to Vishnu. They shed tears in ecstasy while praising Chakri, reciting poems composed by them. They had liking only for the devotees of the lord. They felt impoverished in doing acts not related to Govinda. They cherished getting tired in worshipping Govinda. Any act not leading to the realization of Achuta was captivity for them. They were agitated when they were away from the lord even for a second. They were determined only in performing divine service (1612).
Devendra presented to Hari on the occasion of the commissioning of the city of Dwaraka, Parijata tree and a hall of assembly known as Devasabha. Varuna presented to him horses with speed of mental waves and having a black colour only for one ear and white colour for the rest of the body. Kubera, the god of riches, presented to the lord eight types of treasures named as, Matsya, Kurma, Padma, Mahapadma, Sankha, Mukunda, Kuchapa and Neela. For a successful accomplishment of their responsibilities, the rest of  Lokapalakas presented back to the lord, with extreme devotion, the diverse types of riches granted to them earlier by the grace of god (1613). Thus Viswakarma handed over the city to Hari, the lord who was a  saviour of the earth by virtue of his auspicious qualities and a ferry to  powerful stream of sorrow (1614).By virtue of his power of Yoga Krishna brought all the residents of Mathura to the city of Dwaraka thus built by Viswakarma. The news was brought to the notice of Balabhadra. Kalayavana saw Krishna not having any weapons in hand (1615)

29. Krishna Running Away Unarmed Being Chased by Kalayavana
Having seen Krishna thus,  Kalayavana uttered the following words to his followers :- “ There are no groups of elephants and armies of horse-riders. There are no groups of chariots running. There are no groups of brave soldiers accompanying him. He is not having on his body weapons such as a bow, arrows and a sword. Have you seen him wearing a neck-lace and coming out alone from the entrance of the city. He was appearing like a cloud with a rain-bow. Have you noticed him (1616)? We invaded this city of Mathura many days ago. I never saw antbody approaching like this earlier. Some one is coming towards me unarmed. Is he coming to conquer me or to talk sweetly with me or to beg for a fortune? It is not clear to me. Look at him!”. The head of Yavanas discussed thus with his close associates (1617). Krishna, the lord endowed with virtuous qualities, was walking like a mighty elephant towards Kalayavana. Such a favour was not granted by the lord even to Brahma and such other gods (1618).

Then Kalayavana observed Krishna with full attention and thought as follows within himself :- “His eyes are like lotuses. His waist is like that of a lion.He has goddess Lakshmi on his chest. He has a mole called Srivatsa. He has a countenance comparable to the moon. He has impressive long hands. He has garlands of flowers and pearls, ornaments on his upper arms, armlets and earrings. He is likely to be the courageous man about whom Narada spoke.He appears to be conceited and arrogant (1619,1620). 
Krishna is so clever that he remains inaccessible even to gods like Brahma. In an attempt to catch hold of such a Krishna, the saviour of all worlds, Kalayavana got up his horse and approached Krishna roaring. The tuft of hair hard and thin hanging behind Kalayavana looked like the fearful tail of Rahu. His rough, red whiskers were hanging like tips of a devastating flame. His huge body was covered with an armour like mountain Meru being covered by clusters of clouds. His sword was shining in its sheath like a snake in an ant-hill (1621). Krishna ran at a great speed, as if to cause tremors in all directions, to escape from being caught by Kalayavana following him.
 Kalayavana continued chasing Krishna  and uttered the following words :- “Oh! The best among Yadavas! Stop! Stop! Do not run away! Fight with me! I came to know that you were the man who conquered Kamsa and others in the battle-field. I came with a desire to fight with you. Why are you running away showing your back to the foe? Does not the reputation acquired by you get tarnished? You are not an ordinary king. You get ill-fame by this act (1622,1623,1624). Oh! Madhava! With valour I catch hold of you today to get fame in this world. I do not leave you even when you enter into water, go under the earth, climb a mountain, go to the vicinity of Bali, assume an unnatural form, cross an ocean and take the form of either a Brahmin, a cultivator or a horse-rider (1625).
In addition my arrows have not after-all pierced your body. The sound of my bow-string was not heard at all. You were not smeared by the dust raised by the hoofs of my horses. Alas! You are already running away! I wonder how you fought earlier with Kaliya, Kesi, Kuvalayapida, wrestlers, Jarasandha and king Kamsa (1627).” Thus Kalayavana chased Hari. Krishna did not pay heed to Kalayavana`s words. With a smile beautifying his face, Krishna said, “ Do not be in a hurry. Come! Come (1628)!”

When Kalayavana came close to the lord  and shouted getting excited that he was able to catch hold of him, Krishna escaped jumping putting his feet firm before the leap. When the foe had despair that he could not catch the fast-moving Krishna, the lord tempted him by coming close to him.. When the foe came close to the lord side-wards to bind him, Hari escaped by deceit. When ant-hills, trees and lakes came in the way, the lord ran zig-zag from left to right and vice-versa to escape. Krishna used to hide himself in low-levelled areas and used to appear again at elevated areas. The lord ran into shade and hiding places. He tormented Kalayavana thus throwing a challenge that the manliness of the foe could be vindicated only when he could catch hold of Krishna (1629). 
The lord, having eyes resembling lotuses and wearing a garland of flowers, was running fearlessly. In spite of being omnipresent, he crossed one after the other forests and hills. The best of all, Hari, functioning as an eye to the whole world, looked with attention at every stag as if he was just an ordinary person. He had no discrimination between his relations and others. Yet, when the foe was chasing him, he ran forward. In spite of being immune to success and defeat, he used to appear as one being defeated. He had neither fear nor fearlessness. Yet he was found as one subjected to fear. He was not bound by time, being a Kalatita. Yet he appeared to have been afraid of time (1630,1631).
Yavana was famous for penetrating bastions of enemies and for transcending air in rapidity. Krishna led such an enemy far away ending up suddenly in a fearful cave of a mountain  (1632,1633).  Kalayavana was given the impression that he was about to catch hold of Krishna. Being thus tempted, he also entered the cave following the foot-steps of Krishna (1634) 
Darkness filled the cave like ignorance filling the mind of a simpleton. Kalayavana saw in the cave a a great man snoring while sleeping on a spacious bed and mistook him to be Krishna (1635). He said, “Oh! The worst among men! You are incapable of fighting with me. You are pretending to be asleep in this mountain-cave. You ran away through an intractable and fearful path full of thorns, big stones, elephants, rhinoceroses, lions, tigers, leopards and other animals. Do you expect me to leave you (1636)? Narada said that you can never be caught by anybody anywhere. You are caught here by me. Where can you go? Since you are pretending to be sleeping, I make you sleep eternally in this mountain-cave (1637).”. 
So saying Kalayavana had a derisive laugh. Lifting his hard leg, comparable to Vajrayudha, he sprang up  and kicked the man. The cave resounded consequent upon the kick (1638). Being kicked thus, the man got up. He opened his lotus-shaped eyes while stretching his limbs. With increasing anger, he sprang up looking towards all four directions. A big conflagration emerged from the intense anger generated by his looks. The flames instantaneously burnt to ashes Kalayavana who was an abode of wealth capable of cutting by his sword the throats of his foes, comparable to forests (1639).
30. A Description of Muchukunda`s Past Life
Hearing that Yavana was reduced to ashes instantaneously, king Parikshit said to sage Suka,  “Oh! The best among the intelligent! Who was that man? Who was his father? Why did he come to that fearful mountain-cave to sleep there? How could he burn Kalayavana? Please narrate in detail all these aspects (1640,1641).” The best among Yogis, Suka said enthusiastically the following words to king Parikshit :- “ That person was a king of Ikshwaka dynasty. He was a son of Mandhata. His name was Muchukunda. He protected for a long time Devatas who were terrified by Rakshasas. Devatas praised that king for protecting Devaloka, approached him and told him  to ask  for a boon. He asked them to grant him Moksha (1642).”

Devatas uttered the following words to Muchukunda :- “Oh! The best among the courageous! You left your enemy-less kingdom on earth. You remained for a very long time with us  protecting us. In the meanwhile your wives, friends, relations, sons and all others relevant to you died and hence left the earth. No matter how great a person is, he has to succumb to the effect of time (1643). Time is more significant than the most important. God alone is a Kalaswaroopa transcending the influence of time. It is impossible to give a correct description of god. He makes people succumb to time. Even the greatest have to be submissive to time (1644). Oh! King! Desire any thing other than Moksha which we can grant you. No one other than Hari has authority to grant Moksha (1645). On hearing Devata`s words Muchukunda saluted them and desired sleep as a boon. Being bound by the boon granted by Devatas he slept till then in that cave. Hari manifested himself before Muchukunda after Kalayavana got ashed (1646). 

King Muchukunda saw that great figure before him. The lord had eyes like lotuses, a garland known as Vyjayanti, a countenance like full-moon, cheek-surfaces covered by the brilliance of his crocodile-shaped earrings and a diamond by name Kaustubha. Hari had a noble body, a mole named Srivatsa on his chest, a waist similar to that of a lion, four hands and an enchanting smile. He wore a golden-coloured robe. He was full of grace and effulgent with grandeur and beauty. Muchukunda was astonished, felt it impossible to witness the enchanting radiance of the lord and said the following words with delight (1647) :-

“Are you moon, Indra, Agni, sun, Chandrasekhara, lord Brahma or Chakrapani? I am not competent to know. Your radiance on close observation is impossible to witness. It is permeating in all directions filling up the entire earth and the sky. May I know your identity? Why have you come here? Why are you here all alone (1648)? This forest is full of thorns, ups and downs. It is impentrable because of fearful animals. Your feet are like lotus-petals. How did you manage to  come here by walking (1649)? Oh! Great soul! I am desirous of serving you. I do not know about your birth and lineage. You narrate them to me if you feel that I deserve to know them. I was born in Ikshwaku dynasty. I am son of Mandhata. I am called Muchukunda.I was awake for a very long time for the benefit of Devatas and hence got tired. I was engrossed in sleep to forget about the functioning of sense-organs (1650).One man came here when I was asleep. He was wicked and conceited. He was reduced to ashes consequent upon his sins. Later I saw you. You look like an embodiment of lord Narayana. I am feeling sad for my inability to see you uninterrupted because of your radiance. Please save me through your graceful glances (1651)”. 
On hearing those words Hari spoke as follows with a voice as majestic as the sound of clouds :- “Oh! King! To count my qualities, past births, past deeds and previous names is as impossible for any one as counting the number of dust-particles on the face of earth. Where is the need for so much elaboration? Even to me it is impossible. There were many demons who became a load to earth. I was requested earlier by Brahma to conquer all those demons to preserve Dharma.I was born in the house of Vasudeva to save the world. I am consequently known as Vaasudeva. I killed Kalanemi existing as Kamsa. I am in the process of eliminating other wicked people. Oh!A person without sins! The one burnt by your looks is Kalayavana (1653). Listen! You were my devotee earlier. In order to respond to your devotion  I came to this mountain-cave. You ask for boons dear to you. I grant them. My devotees transcend the recurrence of sorrows.”

Hearing those words Muchukunda saluted Hari realizing him to be lord Narayana. He recollected the words uttered by Garga earlier indicating the birth of Narayana on earth  in the twenty eighth Mahayuga (1654).
31. Muchukunda Praising Krishna
Muchkunda then uttered the following words :- “Oh! Ruler of all! Men and women do not worship you due to a weakness of intellect under the influence of your Maya. They are deceived by imagining happiness to be present in acquisition of wealth, house and others (1655). The soul takes many births. Finally by virtue of performance of pious acts it is blessed with a birth endowed with a perfect body as a human being on earth, an abode congenial for action.Even as a human being, it succumbs to a desire of having  a house and other possessions due to ignorance and is deprived of a devotion to pray to your feet. It thus gets ruined. This tendency is similar to a goat falling into a well being blinded by a desire for grass (1656). 
Oh! Lord of the universe! I was attracted by my wife, children, wealth and related aspects. The affluence caused by possessing a kingdom made me conceited in mind and attached to the body. Several years of my life were thus wasted away (1657). This body is inanimate and temporal like a pot or a wall. Having entered into such a body I became proud as a king and wandered here and there with chariots, elephants, horses and infantry in my possession. I failed to realise you (1658). The intoxication of one engrossed in diverse desires, lust, enjoyment  and impulses of sense-organs is removed by you as an ever-alert destroyer of it  at an appropriate time. This act of yours is like snatching away of a rat by an alert snake lurking patiently for an opportunity (1659). 
Oh! Lord! A body termed as a king, having reputation and moving on chariots and elephants is called an excretion if eaten away accidentally and digested by fearful wild animals. It gets covered by insects if it putrifies and becomes ash when burnt (1660).Even an emperor victorious in all directions of the earth, getting approbation from his equals and ascending an elevated throne prefers to have lustful enjoyment in the houses of beautiful women in stead of searching for god-realisation (1661).Oh! Lord! One who controls mind, gives up all comforts, puts sense-organs under control and does penance is devoid of knowledge if all that is only to desire for the throne of Indra and not nectar-like god-realisation (1662).
Oh! Lord of the universe! The moment a house-holder gets your grace, he is freed from the fetters of bondage of the family. Delinking from family leads to Satsanga, an association with virtuous people, which promotes devotion towards you culminating in salvation of the soul, known as Mukti. By virtue of your grace I got delinked from the bondage of kingdom even before getting Satsanga. I do not desire for any thing other than serving your feet. A wise man worships you to attain Mukti. Does such a man aspire in its place for worldly entanglement of the soul (1663)? 
I therefore relinquish events such as acquisition of wealth, elimination of foes and even upholding of Dharma which are accompaniments of Trigunas, namely Rajasa, Tamasa and Satva Gunas. I take solace in you. You are Iswara, an embodiment of knowledge, one who transcends Maya-related bondages and Trigunas, one who is the best among men and one who does not have either his equal or one greater than him. I have been experiencing the effects of past deeds for a long time. I have been sad and continue to be so due to the effect of remnants of my past births. I am unable to give up desires and incapable of conquering enemies like eye, nose. ear, skin, tongue and mind known as Jnanendriyas. How can I get mental peace. I am thus subjected to calamities. Please pardon me and make me fearless to save me (1664).”
Thus requested by Muchukunda, Mukunda uttered the following words :- “ You are an ornament to the entire clan of kings. Your mind is pure. Irrespective of your behaviour for the sake of others, you were not enticed by desires. Blessed are those who worship me with pure devotion. Such devotees never get entangled in the bondage of family. I am granting you a firm devotion in me.You continue to be a ruler keeping your mind on me. There is no need to relinquish (1665). Oh! The best among kings! You experienced earlier enjoyment of hunting by killing animals by virtue of tha acts permissible to you as a Kshatriya. You get redeemed from the effects of such acts by Tapas. You become a superior Brahmin in your next birth having love for all living beings. Consequently you attain salvation by merging with me.”

To  Hari who sent him away thus, Muchukunda did Pradakshana and saluted. He came out of the cave. He saw men, animals, trees and creepers of proportions much smaller to what they were during his time prior to having a prolonged slumber. He realized that it was due to the impending advent of Kaliyuga. He travelled northwards. He relinquished all aspects of inquisitiveness, desires for all terrestrial objects, kept his thoughts on Hari and reached Gandhamadana mountain with a desire to do Tapas. He reached Badarikasrama, the abode of Nara and Narayana. He started meditating on Hari controlling all other mental activities (1666).The lord with lotus-shaped eyes  returned to Mathura with radiance of faultless valour  getting propagated in all directions. He killed in the battle-field all the Yavanas who encircled and attacked the city. He could thus establish his superiority (1667).

32. Jarasandha Setting on Fire Pravarshanagiri
After killing the invaders, Krishna arranged man-power to transfer the riches from Mathura to Dwaraka. Jarasandha invaded Mathura  with an army of twenty three Akshauhinis during the period of that transfer. The dust raised by the hoofs of groups of horses of Jarasandha looked like a cluster of clouds. The fluid oozing from the faces of huge elephants resembled  streams of rain water flowing. The sound generated by the wheels of chariots in motion sounded like noise of frightful thunders. The luster of bows and sharp arrows appeared like light generated from lightnings. Jarasandha`s army looked like rainy season intended to cool down the fire of courage of the opponents (1668,1669).
Adept in completing work taken up, Balarama and Krishna, with their tender feet, ran into a fearful forest like ordinary men, being afraid of war, relinquishing all attempts to fight. They left the riches which they were carrying (1670). Seeing Krishna and Balabhadra running away and being incapable of recognizing their greatness, Jarasandha ridiculed them. King of Magadha, Jarasandha, endowed with the power of strong shoulders, uttered the following words :- “Oh! Valarous Yadavas! Do not run away fast from fight. I am not to leave you even if you run away. I follow you and kill even if you hide yourselves under earth or fly to the sky or enter the sea. So saying he did not leave them and followed with his army (1671,1672).
Balarama and Krishna  ran several miles. They got up a mountain known as Pravarshana being called so due to incessant rains  caused on it by Indra. They did so to take rest and to hide themselves. It was a huge mountain several miles long and broad (1673).The king of Magadha  became angry and encircled the mountain with his army. He failed to locate the sons of Vasudeva. He ordered his servants with anger to pile up fire-wood in the caves, valleys and peaks of the mountain and set it on fire (1674).  The fire ignited by the servants of Jarasandha burnt the mountain. The smoke rose up. Many splinters got smeared on top of the smoke. The entire space above was filled with such splinters. Flames rose up making sounds and causing terror (1675,1676).The fire engulfed the trees, creepers and bushes inside the caves, valleys and hill-tops. 
The conflagration permeated through the entire sky like a huge tree. It appeared that the flames are sprouts, fire-flies are flowers, rising groups of smoke-clouds are trunks and branches of the tree. The huge splinters shot up by terror-provoking gale could marginalize the air-crafts on the sky. Devatas roaming about on the sky mistook with astonishment diverse smoke-less splinters to be new stars.Waters in the lakes started boiling. Trees like sandal, camphor  and Takkola, got burnt by huge flames, made the space surrounding the sky fragrant. Cracking sounds generated by the burning of bamboo-bushes filled up all corners of earth in the vicinity. Several frightful flames created sounds due to the breaking-down of boulders which made animal-clusters swoon.Groups of birds got agitated with sorrow  due to separation from their off-springs got entangled in thick nests located between branches of trees being burnt. Peacock-feathers tied to waist-bands of women of hill-tribes were on fire. Pot-like breasts of those women made them.slow-moving. They had to run towards streams. The fire destroyed several animals and insects (1677). 

Balarama and Krishna jumped out from the peak of that mountain,several miles long, without being noticed by the army of Jarasandha (1678). Having thus deceived the foes, the best among Yadavas, Balarama and Krishna reached Dwaraka which had sea itself as a trench. Jarasandha returned to the kingdom of Magadha with his army assuming that his foes were burnt (1679).
33. Commencement of Story of Rukmini`s Marriage
A king called Ryvata brought a maiden called Revati and got her married to Balarama in accordance with orders of Brahma. Oh! King Parikshit! You  heard about it in detail earlier (1680). Afterwards Krishna, a lord capable of doing good to people and having Chakra as a weapon, married Rukmini, daughter of king Bhishmaka. In the process Krishna defeated Sisupala, king of the kingdom of Chedi and his supporters Salvi and others, like Garutmanta defeating Devendra to get Amruta. Rukmini had sterling qualities and a body-fragrance similar to that of a lotus  being the best among maidens. She was born endowed with commonalities of goddess Lakshmi (1681,1682).
On hearing those words king Parikshit said, “Oh! The best among sages! You told me earlier that Hari attended Swayamvara and took away Rukmini under the method of Rakshasavivaha. How could Krishna alone conquer  Salva and others to go back to his place? Oh! The best among Brahmins! Auspicious stories of Vishnu, when heard, one gets freed from wanderings of mind. There is none who gets saturated with a desire to listen to these stories. The stories remain fresh, no matter how many times one listens to them. Therefore narrate in totality Rukmini Kalyana. My mind is curious about listening to it (1684). Listening of the stories of Garudavahana is an ornament to the ears. They cause pleasure to the learned and eliminate the cumulative effect of sins of several past births. In reality they are auspicious sounds (1685).”

Hearing those words of the king, Suka continued his narration. 

Oh! The best aming kings! Listen! There was a city known as Kundina in the kingdom of Vidarbha. Its king was Bhishmaka. He was a valorous and a noble king. He had five sons and the eldest among them known as Rukmi was immoral. As the youngest of all, a daughter was born. She became fampous as Rukmini (1686,1687). Birth and growth of Rukmini brought brilliance to the house of king Bhishmaka like the west becoming radiant with setting sun (1688).

Rukmini was flourishing day by day. She christened dolls, performed marriages for them establishing  playfully relationships with other girls who were her companions. She conducted cooking with doll`s cookery and served in an orderly fashion to her friends. She used to water plants and creepers of beautiful gardens of the palace. She used to swing in golden cradles of the jewel-studded palaces. She played ball-games with other girls of her age-group. She taught the art of talking to parrots and mynas, dancing to groups of peacocks and walking to fabulous swans (1690).
As if a desire to marry Rukmini was shooting out sprouts for Devaki`s son, the slim body of the tender maiden was growing. Similar to blossoming of the heart of Govinda, comparable to a lotus, the countenance of the girl, comparable to a flower,  started to appear handsome with radiance. While the flame of love started growing in Madhava`s mind, there was growth of the breasts of the handsome girl. While the ability to withstand the pangs of love was dwindling for Krishna, the waist-line of the girl with lotus-shaped eyes was getting thinner. While the desire to love-making was increasing for Hari,locks of hair on the maiden`s head had a lush growth.While the heart of the lord with lotus-shaped eyes was getting filled with excitement,traits of woman-hood were getting filled in the maiden (1692).
Rukmini was the sister of five brothers with names, Rukmi, Rukmaradha, Rukmabahu, Rukmakesu and Rukmanetra. She heard, during her early days of attaining woman-hood, through guests coming to her father`s house, information about appearance, valour, sterling qualities and other aspects of Krishna. She decided that Krishna was the most suited to be her husband (1693,1694). Krishna in turn came to know about appearance, intelligence, good behavior, auspicious attributes, good qualities and other aspects of Rukmini. He decided to have her, a gem among maidens, as his wife (1695).
All the relations of Rukmini, endowed with sound intelligence, were of the opinion that she should be offered to Krishna in marriage. Her brother, Rukmi  had a bad circle of friends and developed enmity to Krishna.  Contrary to the desire of the relations he wanted to get his sister, with hair as black as the carpenter-beetles, married to Sisupala being blinded by ignorance (1696,1697). Rukmini, exuding  fragrance of fresh lotuses, came to know about the intention of her elder brother and felt sad. She sent word for a well-wishing Brahmin and said to him, “Oh! Jewel among the learned! Being blinded by pride Rukmi is ready to offer me to the king of Chedi. Please bring it to the notice of Chakri by any means (1698).Even my father is unable to oppose son`s intention. Please go immediately to inform to the lord, one who follows the desires of true devotees, my love for him and bring him here (1699).” She mentioned, in addition, a few secret words.
The Brahmin reached Dwaraka after listening to those words. He conveyed through messengers the news about his arrival. He entered the palace in which Goverdhanadhari resides. He saw the lord there seated on a golden throne and blessed him to become a bride-groom soon.On hearing the blessings, Hari had a gentle smile on his face. He treated Brahmins as gods. He therefore got down from his throne quikly, made the Brahmin seated and worshipped him the way the lord himself was worshipped by Devatas. He got the Brahmin fed with a meal containing eatables of all diverse tastes. He went near that Brahmin who was blessed with the radiance of Brahma. With his hand, well-versed in ensuring safety of the universe, he pressed the feet of the Brahmin and uttered gently the following words (1700) :-
“Oh! The best among Brahmins! You are always pleasant. Your  behaviour is worth emulating. It is agrreable to the learned. He adheres to his duties. He never transcends the limits of his responsibilities. All desires of such a Brahmin are fulfilled. Lack of satisfaction is detrimental even to one like Indra. One who is satisfied with what he has in spite of being poor is equal to Indra. I salute to such virtuous people who desire the good of all living beings, feel happy with what they get and are kind-hearted and humble (1701). Oh! The best among the learned! Wher do you reside? Who is the king taking care of your well-being. That king is dear to me in whose kingdom people are happy. How could you reach my fort located inside a sea. These are not words just uttered for fun. Please let me know  what your desire is. I assure you that I fulfill it (1702)”. 
To those enquiring words uttered by the lord, with a human body assumed playfully, the best among Brahmins replied with all humility as follows :- “ Oh! Lord! A king by name Bhishmaka is ruling a kingdom known as Vidarbha. The king has a daughter. The name of that sterling maiden is Rukmini. That girl, with a countenance comparable to moon, desires to serve you. She sent me to you to convey an auspicious message of marriage. Please accept the communication (1703).
“Oh! Killer of Kamsa! Lord with an auspicious form! Destroyer of the wicked! Lord who is loved by well-behaved maidens! The body gets soothened by the incidence of the news of your qualities on the ears. The eyes get all the benefits by seeing your auspicious form. One gets renowned on earth by serving your feet.When your divine names are recited all worldly bonds are broken. My heart got entangled in you unashamed by the fact that I am no match to you (1704). 
Oh! Lord! You are like a lion to the enemy-kings compared to elephants. You are pleasant and you gladden the hearts of people. You are splendid with a good family-background, education, beauty, youth, a good nature, wealth, strength, charity, valour and kindness. Which girl can resist from falling in love with you endowed with so many sterling qualities? The best among women, Lakshmi, married you earlier. I am not the only one to fall in love with you.The act of falling in love did not originate from me (1705).
Oh! An embodiment of auspiciousness!You are the best among men comparable to a lion among beasts. I adore your feet which can be compared to lotuses.The arrogant king of Chedi wants to snatch away soon such a person like me. It is like a fox aspiring for that which belongs to lion. The meanest of the mean, the king of Chedi, is unaware of the astonishing valour of yours (1706). The son of Vasudeva becomes my husband  if in my past births I had performed rituals desiring  Hari, the head and benefactor of all the Lokas, served Devatas, Gurus, Brahmanas and the learned and performed virtuous deeds exhibiting charity and righteousness. In such a case mean fellows like the king of Chedi and others get vanquished in war (1707).Oh! Lord with a lotus in the navel! There is no impediment for you worth mentioning. You raid with chariots, elephants, horses and infantry and conquer Sisupala and Jarasandha. Oh! Krishna! The best among men! Offering your valour itself as dowry to get me you take me away forcibly to marry me under the prescribed method of Rakshasavivaha. I am ready to accompany you (1708).
Oh! Lord with eyes like lotuses! If you consider that taking me away from an inner palace involves killing of watch-men and relations I suggest a remedy. Please give a thought to it. Our people send the bride before marriage to worship our family-deity, Mangalagauri. I come to Durga temple located in the out-skirts of the city for this purpose. You are one with a faultless character. You can take me away during that period without any opposition (1709).Oh! One who controls  my life! Blessed souls desire to get immersed, for removal of ignorance, in the sacred water originating from lotus-shaped feet of great people who are divine.You are one such  person. In case I am not eligible for your grace I take oath to observe celibacy and pray, offering my life to you, to have you as my husband  even after  waiting for hundred births. This is my firm conviction (1710)
Oh! One controlling my life! Of what use are the ears which cannot listen to your sweet words? Oh! The best among men! Of what use is a delicate,handsome body which is not being enjoyed by you? Oh! An embodiment of beauty enticing the entire universe! Of what purpose is the eye-sight not being blessed to see you?Oh! Ruler of my life! How can a tongue  get satiated with delicacies if it fails to enjoy the nectar oozing from your lips? Oh! Lord with lotus-shaped eyes! Of what use is a nose if it fails to smell the fragrance of flower-garland worn by you? Oh! One with a glorified past history! Of what use are this birth and many future births if your feet are not served (1711)?”

Thus the Brahmin narrated Rukmini`s message, her form, beauty and other important aspects to Hari and said that the lord was to decide the course of action. Continuing his narration,he said in addition the following words :- “ Rukmini`s feet transcend the brilliance of tender leave. Her legs ridicule the golden coloured trunks of banana tree. Her palms are enchanting like radiance of rising sun. Her throat is beautiful like a conch. Her waist creates a confusion of existence and non-existence. Her breasts cause a feast to the eyes. Her fore-head exceeds the crescent-moon in beauty. Her hair conquers a group of carpenter-beetles inbeauty. Her glances are like the arrows of Manmadha. Her brows are like the tips of Manmadha`s arrows. Her words are pleasing to the minds of listeners. Her countenance is like a full-moon (1713).
You and Rukmini are made for each other. I say this by taking oath on our Purohits. It is certain that you both get married. Therefore why should there be delay? You start immediately along with your people to bring the maiden with a countenance comparable to a lotus. You crush the the enemies and do good to the world (1714). 

34. Krishna Going to City of Kundina on his Chariot
The best among Yadavas, Krishna heard patiently the narration by the Brahmin of the message of the daughter of king of Vidarbha, her  form, beauty and other important aspects. He held in his hand smiling the hand of the Brahmin and uttered the following words :- “ Oh! Recepient of approbation of the learned! I have an intense desire to marry Rukmini. Hence I have been spending sleepless nights. I know even earlier that Rukmi had bad intentions disapproving this marriage.I crush the enemy groups and get Rukmini, a jewel among maidens. It is like generating fire from rubbing wood (1716). I reach the kingdom of Vidarbha and enter the city of Kundina effortlessly. I get the maiden in a flash. In case the enemies oppose me I kill them in the battle-field (1717).”

Having said those words, Hari came to know about the stipulated time of proposed marriage of Rukmini Devi. In accordance with orders of the lord, his charioteer Daraka, got ready a chariot with four horses by names Saibya, Sugriva, Meghapushpa and Valahaka respectively. Hari got up the chariot along with the Brahmin, crossed all the intermediary kingdoms in one night and reached the kingdom of Vidarbha. There, Bhishmaka, the king of Kundina, agreed to get his daughter married to Sisupala under the compulsion of his son and started getting the preparations done for the event (1718).
The whole city was decorated. Porticos, lanes, royal-paths and marketing places were all cleaned. Water mixed with sandal paste was sprinkled every-where. Enchanting festoons of lotuses were erected. All the houses were cleaned and designs of Karpoora and Kumkuma were drawn in front of the houses to the accompaniment of fragrant smoke from  sticks of Agar.Men and women every-where wore new multi-coloured garments. They decorated themselves with different types of flower-garlands, jewellery and fragrant skin-lotions, scents and ointments.The whole city wore a festive appearance (1719).
Bhishmaka paid obeisance to his ancestors following the stipulated procedures, fed the Brahmins and got auspicious blessings recited by them. Rukmini Devi was made to have a special auspicious bath. He got her decorated with special robes and ornaments studded with precious stones. Brahmins recited from Rig, Yajur, Sama and Adharvana Vedas to shower ceremonial blessings on the bride for her protection and safety. A Purohit got obeisance to god Agni done through performance of stipulated Homa for peace at the place of residence. In addition, the king donated seeds of til and wheat, silver, gold and clothes to Brahmins for the good of the couple getting married (1720).
In the mean-while the king of Chedi reached the city of Kundina with pomp, feeling proud of getting married to the princess of the kingdom of Vidarbha. He was accompanied by a retinue of soldiers, a row of chariots, a collection of elephants of a fine quality, a group of quick-running horses, relations and friends (1721). Jarasandha, Dantavaktra, Salva, Viduraka, Poundrakavasudeva and others came along with arrogant-looking elephants, infantry, horses and chariots professing that Balarama, Krishna and their relations would  be driven out to get the princess married to Sisupala without any opposition (1722). In addition kings of several other kingdoms arrived. Bhishmaka went in advance to welcome Sisupala and made arrangement for appropriate accommodation for him. 

Balarama came to know about the entire information (1723). He thought within himself as follows :- “ Hari went alone. Many well-wishers of the king of Chedi such as Jarasandha and others  went to the city of Kundina to help him. There is bound to be a war at the place of getting the maiden. My brother needs help.” Carrying his weapon he went along the path followed by Krishna. He was accompanied by a huge army (1724). In the mean-while the drooping-broad-eyed Rukmini was sitting solitary inside a temple. She was getting agitated fearing that Krishna, an eye to all the Lokas, might not reach her after seeing her message (1725).
Rukmini thought as follows within herself :- “ Tomorrow is the day of the proposed marriage. The event ia approaching closer. How is it that Govinda has not come yet? My mind is getting agitated. I do not know whether the lord got the message or not. Why did the Brahmin Agnidyotana delay so much? Is my attempt going to be successful or is it to get wasted? What is ordained by the Almighty is not known (1726). Did that illustrious Brahmin reach Dwaraka? Did he get tired on the way giving up the plan? Did Krishna consider my message to be improper after listening to it? Alternatively did he already reach this place? Does the proposal get god`s favour or not? Does Aryamahadevi save me or not? I do not know as to what is destined for me (1727).” 

She continued to think within herself as follows :- “ Agnidyotana might not have gone to Dwaraka. That is why the son of Vasudeva did not come to this place. There is no intimate relation to go to invite Hari to come to this place. Alas! My brother lost all decency in getting ready to offer me to the resident of Chedi. Alas! Goddess Gauri does not have kindness for me today (1728,1729).”

She was not inclined to narrate to her mother the agitation in her mind. She was not in a mood to spread in all directions the brightness of her sweet smile. She was disinterested in driving away the carpenter-beetles hovering round being attracted by her lotus-like countenance. She was avoiding sleep. She was disinclined to untwine the coiled pearl-necklaces of her bosom. There was no attempt to turn her eyes away even for a second from the path to be followed by Krishna to reach her (1730).
She did not wipe tears flowing from her eyes nor did she put in order her tuft of hair hanging behind on her neck. She stopped exchanging pleasantries with her companions. Her food-intake became meager. She refused even to touch drinking-water. She stopped teaching recitation of poems to the friendly parrot approaching her. She had no inclination to stretch the strings of Veena to cause entertainment. She had no desire to go to her friends (1731).
Vanamali, Krishna did not come to take her away in response to her prayers. It was unjust on his part. Consequently, Mrigaraja-madhyama,  the thin-waisted Rukmini refused  to apply Mriganabhi, fragrant musk lotion to her body. Having a face resembling a mirror, she refused to look into a mirror for her beautification. Being a Puvvuboni, a beautiful maiden, she gave up wearing Puvvulu, flowers.Having eyes resembling Jalajas, lotuses, she relinquished Jalakrida, aquatic games. Being a Vanajata-lochana, one having eyes similar to lotuses, she became disinterested in Vanakeli, forest-sports. Having a gait similar to Hamsa, a swan she became disinclined to rear a swan. Having a body as tender as a creeper, Latika-lalita-deha, she was reluctant to bring up creepers, Latas.  Being herself an ornament to ornaments, she refused to wear ornaments. Being a Tilakini-tilakmu, the best among women, she gave up putting Tilaka, a saffron mark on fore-head as a decoration. Having hands like lotuses, Kamala-hasta, she was reluctant to enter a house of lotuses, Kamal-griha (1732).
In addition, a strong desire for Krishna inflicted heat on Rukmini and made her behave abnormally. She resisted a gentle breeze. She avoided the noisy cluster of carpenter-beetles. She was angry with the cries of cuckoo. She was agitated by the sweet words of young parrots. She felt moon-light to be warm  and avoided the shade of young mango trees (1733,1734). Thus she was under the sway of Manmadha. In the process of awaiting Krishna`s arrival she was unmindful of even her routine acts of the day. 
Indicating a favourable omen, her left eye and left shoulder started tingling. Agnidyotana came to her quickly in accordance with the orders of Achuta. She noticed the facial expressions of him. The sweet-voiced Rukmini went quickly and extremely eagerly towards him with a smile on her face.The Brahmin said, “ Oh! Maiden! The lord with Sudarsana as his weapon praised your sterling qualities. He gave limitless wealth to me. He already reached this place. He is sure to take you away under Rakshasvivaha even if Devatas and Danavas oppose him. Your good behaviour and good fortune are coming to fruition today (1736).” Hearing those words the princess of Vidarbha said, “ Oh! Gem of the Brahmin race! Donor of boons desired by relations! Conveying my message, you brought along with you the lord himself with eyes  comparable to lotus petals. You kept me alive. I am surviving solely by your grace. There is no other virtuous man like you. I am ignorant about the way I have to reciprocate  the help done. Oh! The best among Brahmins! I pay my obeisance to you with folded hands (1737,1738).” Thus she prayed to the Brahmin.
King Bhishmaka came to know that Balarama and Krishna came to attend the marriage of his daughter. He went with the accompaniment of festive sounds from auspicious musical instruments, received them with full honours, presented them clothes and ornaments, among others. He got all arrangements made for stay and other conveniences for them, their relations and army accompanying them. Bhishmaka treated thus all the kings who visited the city of Kundina with honours appropriate to their age, power and status offering them what all they desired (1739).

The inhabitants of Vidarbha heard about the arrival of Hari, came to have his Darshan and felt ecstatic enjoying with their eyes the sight of his countenance comparable to a lotus. They said,  “This lord, with Sudarsana as his weapon, is the most suited to the pricess of Vidarbha. The princess is also, in turn, equally suited to him. What an excellent alliance! How skilled is lord Brahma in making these two husband and wife! May Chakri, consequent upon our past virtuous deeds, become husband of this handsome girl through his valour (1740).”  

During that time, maiden Rukmini, with locks of  hair covering her fore-head, started for worshipping goddess Gauri by walking towards the out-skirts of the city accompanied by a procession. Brave soldiers fully equipped with diverse arms walked protecting her. Dancing girls walked in a group in front  carrying eatables and presents. The wives of Brahmins, with sandal-paste applied to their bodies, followed her singing, having flowers in their tufts of hair and wearing new saris and ornaments.  The sounds of various percussion and blowing instruments sky-rocketted. Companions, servant-maids and women related to her followed her (1741,1742).
Encomiasts, singers and others singing in praise accompanied her. Rukmini reached the temple of goddess Gauri walking gracefully like a swan. All the while she was praying mentally to the lotus-shaped feet of Mukunda. She cleansed her feet and hands, purified herself and reached the proximity of the deity. The wives of Brahmins sprinkled sacred water on the idols of lord Siva and goddess Bhavani. They offered sandal-paste and saffron-soaked rice to the deity. They decorated the idol of the goddess with new clothes, flower-garlands and ornaments. They offered, in addition, lighted Agarbattis and Deepas to the idol. Diverse types of eatables were offered to the goddess as Nyvedya. They gave presents to the deity and later made Rukmini pray to the goddess (1743).
Rukmini Devi prayed to goddess Gauri as follows :- “Oh! Mother Iswari! I have implicit faith in my mind on the eternal and primordial couple, Uma and Maheswara. I pray to you with devotion. You are the best among mothers. You are an ocean of grace. Make Hari my husband. There is never a misfortune to those who repose their faith in you (1744).” She presented to the Brahmin ladies and their husbands salt, special eatables, betel-leaves, Mangalasutras and stumps of cane-sugar plants and prayed to them (1745). The Brahmin ladies, in turn,  blessed her enthusiastically and sprinkled Akshatas on her head. With those on her head, she prayed to the consort of lord Siva, gave up the silence she was following till then and left the temple (1746)         
Such a Rukmini who came out was looking like a lightning in the midst of clouds during the commencement of rainy season, a deer coming out from the lunar surface and hovering around,  walked slowly like a divine figure, Mohini manifesting from behind a curtain lifted by an actor,lord Brahma and goddess Rama-Ramani emerging from a whirl-pool with accompanying sounds in the middle of an ocean being churned by Suras and Asuras using mountain Mandara as a stirrer and serpent Vasuki as a rope fastening the stirrer.

Thus Rukmini started from Kali temple appearing lustrous in diverse forms. She was walking slowly like a young fabulous swan loitering amidst golden lotuses in Manasa-Sarovara. Her waist was losing balance under the load of her breasts comparable to golden narrow-necked vessels. She was holding the hand of her beloved companion with hers being reddened by the ruby-studded ring on her finger. The luster from her golden earrings studded with precious stones was dancing on her cheeks. Her curly locks of hair, comparable to carpenter-beetles hovering round fragrance of lotuses, were covering her pretty countenance. The light emerging from her pleasant smile was like fresh moon-light spreading in all directions.The red colour of her lips comparable to that of Donda-Pandu was lending red colour to her otherwise white teeth looking like buds of jasmine. The edge of her sari put on her shoulder was fluttering like the flag of Manmadha. Precious stones, studded in her golden belt wound over clothes around the waist,Oddanam were emanating a luster creating illusion of an untimely rain-bow. The hearts of valorous kings were made to flutter by her beautiful glances which could be compared to sharp arrows of Manmadha glittering after being just taken out from their receptacle. Her beautiful anklets were producing melodious sounds causing a feast to the ears. She was coming out walking in a valorous and captivating form awaiting the arrival of Hari (1747).
Seeing Rukmini all the on-lookers were astonished. She had locks of hair black as carpenter-beetles, a  face comparable to a full-moon, glances like those of an antelope, lips like corals, an indescribably sweet tone, a pair of feet tender like fresh new leaves, breasts like heads of elephants, a lower back like a sandy island, a walk like that of a superior elephant, hands like red lotuses, a waist like that of a lion and a body-fragrance like that of a lotus (1748).The princes there had their minds attracted by her smile and glances full of shyness.They lost their steadiness and grandeur. They forgot about their status and became actionless and forgetful. They let their weapons slip down. They gave up getting up on their elephants, horses and chariots and slipped down to the ground. Rukmini with her glances like those of a deer was found pushing up her locks of hair hanging on her fore-head with nails of her left-hand and setting right her sari on her shoulder. In the process of performing these acts, she had her side-glances on the group of princes (1749).
During that time she saw Jaganmohana Krishna. He had a face like a full-moon, a waist like that of a lion, eyes like fresh lotuses, most handsome chest, a complexion like that of a blue cloud, hands like the trunk of elephant Ia weapon, Iravata, silken yellow coloured robes and Chakra as a weapon. He appeared to be anxious to become victorious and capable of getting attracted by the entire universe (1750).
35. Krishna Taking Away Rukmini Devi Leaving Enemy-Kings Watching
She felt happy with Krishna`s form, beauty, grandeur, skill, radiance and wealth. Being inflicted by the arrows of Manmadha, she was anxious to get up his chariot. He saw such a beautiful lady. While the enemy-kings were observing, he approached her walking slowly like an elephant. Ignoring the entire group of kings, he got the princess seated on his chariot like a lion snatching away the prey from the midst of foxes. He blew his conch, Panchajanyam causing a resounding from heaven and earth.Accompanied by Balarama, he took the route to Dwaraka being surrounded by the Yadava-army. 
Kings subordinate to Jarsandha could not tolerate Hari`s valour (1751).They shouted among themselves, “ Look! The shep-herds seized our maiden and are running away with arrogance like mean animals snatching away the reputation of a lion. If our valour is not to be shown now, what for is it? Are our weapons meant for throwing  into fire? Are we not subjected to ridicule even on by-lanes by people if we fail to rescue that thin-waisted girl from the enemies (1752)?” Thus they themselves provoked their  anger by uttering those words among themselves.They got activated. They wore their armours. They took bows and other war-weapons. They uttered words boasting themselves. Jarasandha and others accompanied by their diverse armed forces followed the Yadava-warriors. They opposed and yelled, “ Stay! Stay!”. They showered arrows like clouds showering rain-water on hills. Then heads of armies of Yadavas stood there producing sounds by stretching their bows (1753).Seeing the enemies showering arrows on the army of Krishna, Rukmini, with waist as thin as that of a lion, looked at the face of Hari ashamed with eyes similar to those of an antelope (1754).

Hari consoled Rukmini by saying, “ Oh! Girl with eyes similar to lotuses! You be observing what is to happen! Our noble Yadava-warriors penetrate into the army of the enemies and crush them. The enemies are going to be subjected to humiliation to get scattered and killed (1756).” Then Balarama and other Yadava heros started exhibiting their heroism like huge cloude spreading on the sky to drop thunders during total annihilation of the unverse. They showered on the enemy-kings like Jarasandha and others sharp arrows of various types, spears and others with undiminished bravery.Incessant shower of such arrows caused extensive damage to the army camps. Elephants were  reduced to pieces,horses got scattered, chariots lost their roofs, infantry crumbled, soldiers seated on elephants, horse-backs and chariots lost their heads, body parts of soldiers were reduced to pieces, skulls got broken, hair was strewn on the floor, feet, legs and thighs were cut,teeth fell on the ground and ornaments to legs and hands of soldiers were separated from the bodies.Shouts of soldiers subsided. War-weapons such as maces, spears, axes, swords, wheels and arrows were broken to pieces. Flags, umbrellas and Vinjamaras crumbled. Armours were broken. The whole area was covered with dust raised by the hoofs of horses. Professional singers praising the kings were silenced (1755,1756,1757)

Running back with fear Jarasandha and other prominent persons of their group reached a common place. They saw Sisupala before them. He was sighing and weeping before others with a worn-out face like one who lost his wife. They consoled him by saying that he should feel happy to be alive escaping from being held by the enemies (1758). They further said, “ Oh! Resident of Chedi! If there is life in the body one can lead any type of life. It is not difficult to get a wife if one is alive. God alone knows about your chances of getting a wife. We are relieved that you are alive. Do not weep unnecessarily (1759, 1760)!               
Bibliography

Potana Bhagavatamu, with Lucid Prose, Fourth Volume – First Part of Tenth Skanda : Edited by Jandhyala Papayya Sastry, T.T.D. Religious Publication Series No. 639-D and Published by I. Y. R. Krishna Rao, Executive Officer, Tirumal Tirupati Devaasthanams, Tirupati., 2010









Page 2 of 2

