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Foreword
Life on earth is sustained by many essentials. The most important among them, to live with joy and enthusiasm, is love-divine. Although Sri Bhagavata Purana is the quintessence of Karma, Bhakti and Jnana, it primarily elicits love-divine which is transcendental in its experience. Blessed are those who drank the nectar of love! Blessed are the Gopikas who could taste it and got completely merged with Sri Krishna Chaitanyam!
There are many translations of Vyasa Bhagavata Purana into several Indian languages. Its translation into Telugu by Sri Bammera Potana of fourteenth century stands on a high pedestal both in its language and sweetness of Bhava. Its verses are sublime in thought, sweet to chant and easy to memorise. They bring out a vivid picture of stories and expressions of feelings of characters, especially the Leelas of Bhagawan Sri Krishna even to ordinary readers who wish to read them as stories.

Telugu literature with all its lofty thoughts and rich translations is being slowly forgotten by the masses in the din and roar of modern life and its various compulsions. The fact that Puranas, epics and Upanishads, among others, build the character of our nation is not remembered and replaced with a modern craze for standard of living leading to dangerous tendencies.Such a trend causes all kinds of unhealthy comparisons and hatred among people resulting in destruction. These great texts that build character among human beings are going out of reach. Efforts must be made to bring a fresh breeze of life through a revival of a desire for higher knowledge.

It is with this sincere and dedicated thought that Dasama Skandha of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana has been brilliantly translated by Sri T. S. B. Narasaraju into English for the benefit of many residing abroad who lost touch with their mother-tongue, Telugu. Sri Raju`s heart throbbed with enthusiasm to bring  Potana`s Bhagavata Purana to children of Telugu resulting in the form of this book.The author introduced the present work very well by giving necessary background in the form of a brief biographical account of Potana, style of his literary prowess, purpose behind the present translation and the sources of inspiration motivating  the completion of the present work. In the beginning of the work itself the author brought out the difference between Puranas and Itihasas. This sets the tone of the text and surges the reader ahead with ease in mind and clarity in intellect. His translation is lucid and deep in its flavour. Without losing the essence of the original he brought out the translation in an exemplary manner using simple and effective language. The work is inspiring and holds the reader`s mind with inquisitiveness to read further. It is lucid in style and flows with beauty of expression. The content is absorbing.

The work begins with an invocation seeking the blessings of all those inspiring Sri Raju to grasp the core essence of Srimad Bhagavata Purana. In his Introduction Sri Raju wonderfully described how Potana got motivated by Lord Sri Ramachandra to translate Bhagavata Purana into Telugu from Sanskrit. It was, however, dedicated to Sri Krishna, a Purna Avatara and a Supreme Lord manifesting himself with all his powers unconcealed unlike other incarnations of Lord Vishnu.

It is not an easy task to bring out expressions from Potana`s verses into English. Sri Raju achieved this because of his devotion to the Lord, sincere self-application and taking up the work as a Tapas. I am sure that this work reaches the hands of many inspiring them to read, understand and cultivate the great ideals of Rishis of yore getting motivated to live as beacons of light to many around their lives.

May Lord Sri Krishna bless one and all! 

Hari Om!

Swami Chidrupananda
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Preface

Bhagavata Purana is one among eighteen Puranas written by sage Vyasa in Sanskrit. Puranas are  accounts of births and deeds of Hindu gods.The literal definition of a Purana is that which remains new perennially.  Bhagavata Purana emphasizes the path of devotion to the lord by describing his sterling qualities and incarnations. It was first taught by Vyasa to his son, Suka. Being requested by Parikshit tormented by an impending death by the bite of a serpent, Suka recited Bhagavata Purana enabling Parikshit to attain salvation. 

Being the most prominent among the Puranas, Bhagavata Purana underwent translations into several other languages. Its translation into Telugu by Potana is one such. It is believed that Potana was born and spent his life in a village called Bammera located in the present Telangana State during the fifteenth century. He wrote the work there motivated by the appearance and command of lord Rama of whom he was an ardent devotee. 

Potana’s Bhagavata Purana continues to remain close to the hearts of Telugu-speaking people since the concept of Mathura Bhakti, one of several recommended methods of devotion to the lord, is competently illustrated by him in the work through simple and sweet vocabulary. His work has been embedded with a rhythmic and a delightful combination of vocabulary to make the readers recite its verses over and over again in a devotional ecstasy. Potana`s Bhagavata Purana continues to influence a large section of Telugu population to imbibe a spiritual thinking, a devotional involvement and a principled living. 

It is believed that Telugu has been in use ever since the commencement of the Christian era. However, prominent literary works in Telugu emerged only from the middle of eleventh century C. E. The earliest significant work was a translation of Mahabharata from Sanskrit, like other works which followed. Consequently, this period of Telugu literature is known as Anuvada Yuga, an era of translations.

The mode of translation followed can be divided into three types: (i) Swatantra Anuvada or Kathanuvada, (ii) Bhava-anuvada and (iii) Yatha-tadha-anuvada.The first mode of translation was adopted by the famous Kavitraya, the three famous Telugu literary personalities, Nannaya,Tikkana and Yerrapragada in the translation of Mahabharata. Here the translator enjoys the liberty of additions and deletions of the original work adhering at the same time to the story of the original. In the second type followed by Srinatha, another towering Telugu literary personality of the distant past, in the translation of Nyshadha,written in Sanskrit by Harsha, only the essence of the original is reproduced.The third type, followed principally for the translation of dramas, is a true reproduction of the original including the usage of the same vocabulary, being a literal counterpart of the one used in the original. Potana followed a judicious combination of types (i) and (ii) being motivated by the Kavitraya and Srinatha. Being a strong devotee of the lord he elaborated extensively the devotional sequences departing from the original. Potana, in addition to his devotion to the lord, was a great scholar and a poet of exllence. His Bhagavata Purana contained stanzas of all categories of Telugu poetry.  It is mentioned by Potana in his Bhagavata Purana that he had a transcendental experience of the appearance of lord Rama and his consort Sita commanding him to translate Vyasa’s Bhagavata Purana into Telugu to free himself from the mundane terrestrial bonds to get salvation. That experience seemed to have transformed the natural poetic ability of Potana into an ecstatic state of mind which resulted in his version of Bhagavata Purana which makes a studious and devoted reader of the work wonder whether at all a human mind can attain such levels of excellence once again.  

Potana`s literary prowess is believed to be a divine gift. He says that some among the likely readers of his work have a bias for Telugu while others have a liking for Sanskrit. He prefers to adopt a judicious combination of the two languages in his Bhagavata Purana, a luxury which he could afford because of his proficiency in both the languages. According to Potana`s philosophy activities devoid of devotion to god are totally futile. 

The Dasama Skandha,Tenth Canto of Bhagavata Purana, is different from others, being a complete and a competent account of the different facets of Krishna Avatara,  an incarnation of lord Krishna. He is considered to be the primordial incarnation of lord Vishnu, who appeared in the form of other Avataras. Bhagavata Purana is considered to be an embodiment of lord Vishnu himself with its twelve cantos as the different organs of the lord.The significance of Dasama Skandha is evident from the fact that it is considered to be the face of the lord and is therefore distinct from the other cantos. It is the biggest among the cantos of Bhagavata Purana spreading over three thousand verses and pieces of prose.

The writer of the present translation of Dasama Skandha of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana into English has no pretensions about his competence to undertake the work since he spent a major part of his life of about eight decades in studying, teaching and guiding research in Chemistry at a couple of Central Universities, namely, Banaras Hindu University,Varanasi and North-Eastern Hill University, Shilling.A tenure of about four decades, his entire professional career, was consequently spent away from Andhra Pradesh as a Pravasa Andhra. He could thus realize the disadvantage inflicted by him on his son and daughter, as well as by his intimate Telugu colleagues on their children, by alienating them from an exposure to even rudimentary aspects of Telugu literature for no fault of the youngsters. The same sentiment is applicable to a big chunk of contemporary Telugu-speaking people scattered all over the globe consequent upon professional compulsions.   

Being motivated probably by an over-ambitious feeling that he is capable of writing a comprehensible English, the author ventured to do Yadha-tadha anuvada into English of Dasama Skandha of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana which has been very close to his heart right from his days of higher secondary education  in Veeresalingam High School, Rajahmahendravaram, a place of Adi Kavi Nannaya. His audacity to attempt this work was to a large extent motivated by the fact that selected portions of Dasama Skandha of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana were taught to him by an illustrious Telugu literary personality of the recent past, namely the late Sri Madhunapantula Satyanarayana Sastri, the then member of the teaching staff of the high school in which the author studied, to whom the author wants to express his homage and gratitude. The present attempt is primarily intended to expose the Pravasa Andhra adolescents, not knowing written Telugu, who may read this work, to the nuances of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana, an opportunity denied to them by their parents, for which the youngsters are not to be blamed. 
The author is not apologetic about his truncated level of comprehension of Bhagavata Purana since Potana himself says in his work that a complete understanding of the work is beyond the capability of any one. The greatness of this Purana is such that even a negligible level of understanding benefits the one who makes an attempt. In order to avoid inconvenience in typing, no transliteration is followed in the present work since the clientele is supposed to be familiar with pronunciation of the Sanskrit words of the work given in italics.The present translation has been divided into three parts to avoid unwieldiness. Part I consists of events ranging from Krishnavatara to lifting of Goverdhanagiri while Part II includes events ranging from Rasakrida to Rukmini Kalyana. The remaining events of Dasama Skandha ranging from Narakasuravadha to  Subhadra Parinaya come under Part III of the present work.  
Miscellaneous short-comings of the author in understanding some of the usages of Potana are adequately compensated by referring to a few illustrious relevant publications of TTD Religious Publication Series, Tirupati, Potti Sriramulu Telugu Viswavidyalayam, Hyderabad, and of Geeta Press, Gorakhpur. In addition, an exposure to the spiritual discourses by illustrious personalities namely, Sri Swamy Chinmayananda, Sri Swamy Ranganathananda, Sri Jagadguru Kripaluji Maharaj, Sri Ganapat Sachchidananda Swamy, Sri Sukhbodhananda Swamy, Sri Sundarachaitnyananda Swamy, Sri Chinna Jeeyar Swamy, Sri Siddheswaraananda Bharathi Swamy and Sri Ravi Shankar and also of Sri Chaganti Koteswara Rao and Sri Samavedam Shanmukha Sarma, among others, transmitted through different TV channels of India, is of extensive  guidance to the author. The author desires to place on record his indebtedness and gratefulness to these organisations and personalities for rendering commendable service to the spiritually oriented sections of our community.    

T.S.B. Narasaraju
(102, Vighneswara Residency, Behind New Ramalayam, 
New Nallakunta, Hyderabad – 500044, Telangana State)     
Mobile: 9949243339

e-mail: shamraan@gmail.com
A Literal Translation of Dasama Skandha of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana into English

“adaramoppa mokkididunu adrisuta hrudayanuraga sampadiki doshabhediki prasanna vinodiki vighnavallika chediki manjuvadikin ashesha jagajjananandavedkin modaka khadikin samada mushakasadiki suprasadikin”    Bammera Potana
PRELIMINARY ASPECTS
(i) Potana`s Prayers 

Sri Krishna, the lord who is a  saviour of mankind, skilled in showing grace to his devotees, a destroyer of demons, a creator of several universes by  a mere twinkling of his eyes in a playful way and a son of king Nanda and Yasoda is being worshipped to get salvation.

I salute to lord Vighneswara, a recipient of  maternal love of Himagirinandini, a  cleanser of the sins of Kaliyuga, a source of pleasure to his devotees, a  destroyer of impediments  of those worshipping him, a centre of joy through his sweet talk to those praying to him and one who relishes Modakas being seated on a Mooshika Vahana.

I pray by prostrating with devotion to lord Siva, the destroyer of  pride of Manmadha. He  holds a spear in hand, wears a  garland of skulls and  a crescent moon on head, makes the lotus-like face of Parvati blossom like the sun  making the lotuses blossom  and resides in the hearts of  great ascetics like Narada. Engrossed in a playful dance, he is  kind to his devotees like an ocean of grace.
I serve with attention and devotion  lord Brahma, a skillful creator of the universe, a donor of happiness to goddess Saraswati, a codifier of the Vedas, a leader to rescue the Devatas, a conqueror of sins, a saviour of devotees and a well-wisher of ascetics.
Touching the floor with my forehead, I salute with devotion to goddess Saraswati having beautiful black locks of hair and carrying a garland of Rudrakshas, a parrot, a lotus and a book in her hands. Having won the heart of lord Brahma, Oh! goddess Saraswati! You are a mother full of condescension.  I venture to write Bhagavata Purana  in spite of the fact that I do not have the proficiency of any one among Valmiki, Kumara Swamy, Vyasa and Kalidasa, among others. Please grant me adequate competence to fulfill my objective.

I pray to goddess Durga Bhavani to grant me the fortune of a poetic ability of distinction.  She is the mother of all mothers being the primordial mother of the three famous mothers, goddesses Lakshmi. Parvati and Saraswati. She is a destroyer of the demons and is the greatest among the mothers. The Devatas have implicit faith in her and hence she stays in the minds of their mothers. Such a goddess Durga is my mother.
May goddess Lakshmi grant us perennial fortunes! She is the empress of lord Sri Hari, an abode of fortunes, a treasure of wealth and prosperity and a sister of the moon god Chandra. Tender as a flower and comparable to a bunch of lotuses she is the play-mate of goddesses Vani and Sarvani and is being worshipped in all the three Lokas. She is a destroyer of poverty through her effulgent looks.
If lord Siva is not worshipped by one  with folded hands, lord Hari`s glory is not sung  in full throat till it is choked, kindness  towards others and righteous living  are not cultivated by one,   giving such a human birth is a curse to  the mother.
(ii) Puranas and Itihasas
A  Purana is defined as one among a collection of Sanskrit writings not included in the Vedas . Puranas give an account of births  and deeds of Hindu gods as well as of creation and destruction of universe. The literal meaning of a Purana is that which remains perennially new in spite of its ancient origin. Its primary objective is to teach methods of righteous living through a medium of stories. An Itihasa, on the other hand, is an account of historical events which literally happened. 

Mahabharata and Ramayana are two famous Itihasas, the latter also being considered to be a Kavya.They are rated to be next only to the Vedas in importance, the Puranas collectively are valued as the fifth Veda. Recent findings established the Puranas, also like Itihasas,to be indispensable sources for establishing authentic Indian history. Puranas are important store-houses to unravel ancient Indian political, religious, social, spiritual and cultural aspects.
In Sanskrit there are eighteen principal Puranas known as Mahapuranas and another eighteen subsidiary Puranas known as Upapuranas. The Mahapuranas are classified into three principal categories based respectively on Siva, Vishnu and Sakti. These originated independently from different pilgrim centers,being places usually heavily crowded and hence amenable for wide publicity.                                                                                  

Vedic literature is difficult to read and understand, a full life-span being inadequate for the purpose for mundane spiritual aspirants. The Puranas provided a suitable milieu as alternatives and hence became popular. It is believed that all the Mahapuranas are written by Vyasa in an easily comprehensible Sanskrit. They function as sources of Dharma and promote  principled living ensuring human enlightenment. 

The following lines enable one to remember the names of all the eighteen Mahapuranas :-         

Bha-dwayam  ma-dwayam chaiva bhra-trayam  vaa-chatushtayam                                                                                   Anaapalinga kooskaani puraanaani prachakshate
Bha-dwayam   (two starting with Bha-):  1. Bhagavata Purana, 2. Bhavishyapurana

Ma-dwayam  (two starting with Ma-) :   3. Markandeyapurana , 4 .  Matsyapurana

Bhra-trayam  (three starting with Bhra-) :      5. Bhramhapurana, 6. Bhrahmandapurana , 7 .  Bhrahmavyvartapurana 

Vaa-chatushtayam  (four starting with Vi/ Vaa) :   8. Vamanapurana , 9 .  Varahapurana, 10. Vayupurana,, 11 .Vishnupurana                                                                                         

Anaapalinga :  12. (A) Agnipurana, 13. (Naa) Naradapurana, 14. (Pa) Padmapurana, 15. (Lin) Lingapurana 16.(Ga) Garudapurana
Kooskani : 17. (Koo) Koormapurana and 18. (Ska) Skaandapurana
(“Bha-Bha-Ma-Ma-Bhra-Bhra-Bhra-Va-Va-Va-Vi-Ana-pa-linga-ku-skani” is

another acronym  to remember)
(iii) Bhagavata Purana
Sage Vyasa became Veda Vyasa by classifying the unified  form of Vedas into four parts known as Rigveda, Yajurveda,Sama Veda and Adharvana Veda. In addition, Vyasa  gave the principles of righteous living through his works. Since reading of Vedas was prohibited to some sections of the population in those days, Vyasa was feeling sad that he could not write  something for the benefit of such in their quest for god.

Sage Narada  came to the agitated Vyasa. He praised the divine qualities of Vyasa and wanted to know the reasons for Vyasa`s sorrow.Vyasa in return praised Narada`s qualities  of uninterrupted devotion to the lord motivating others in all parts of the universe to do the same. Since Narada is omniscient Vyasa requested him  to  diagnose the reason for Vyasa`s mental agony and to suggest a remedy.

Narada said  that though the works of Vyasa were eloquent in establishing the different facets of Dharma, there was no mention of the stories of the lord  emphasizing  his divine qualities.That, according to Narada, was the reason for the mental agony of Vyasa. According to Narada no literary work,  however  well- written,  was worth the effort without a mention of the lord.  Narada said that,  on the contrary, even a sub-standard literary work had a sanctifying effect on the reader if it mentioned about the lord. Narada exhorted Vyasa to come out with Bhagavata Purana emphasizing the path of devotion to the lord, praising Hari`s sterling qualities and giving an account of Hari`s incarnations since they were missing in his earlier works. Narada said  that listening, thinking  and meditating about the almighty supplemented by praising the lord and  singing about his glory  were the only  means for human salvation which transcendeds even  proficient learning and rendering  of Vedas,Vedanta and Bhagavatgita.      

Being thus provoked by Narada and having realized the importance of inculcating the concept of Bhakti, Vyasa wrote Bhagavata Purana meant for universal good and taught it first to his illustrious son Suka. Being requested by king Parikshit tormented by an impending death by the bite of a serpent Takshaka, sage Suka enabled the king to attain Moksha in seven days through the milieu of listening to Bhagavata Purana recited by him. This account describes the genesis of Bhagavata Purana. The origin of Bhagavata Purana is thus the Veda, an abode of all boons. It is delivered by sage Suka as nectar to be relished by the desirous to attain Moksha which is a merger of the human soul with the almighty. Bhagavata Purana is considered to be the most prominent among the Puranas being equivalent to the entire collection of Upanishads. Attainment of Moksha is easier through a devotional and concentrated study of Bhagavata Purana than by reading the entire gamut of Vedas. It is an established fact that the worldly pleasures are temporary. Moksha is permanent and is the ultimate goal of human birth. It is achieved only through the grace of god. One is qualified to get divine grace only through devotion to god adopting Bhakti, knowledge and renunciation.
(iv) Dasaavataras and Importance of Krishnavatara
The Dasavataras, the ten principal incarnations of the lord Vyshnavism are Matsya, Kurma, Varaha, Narasimha, Vamana, Rama, Parasurama, Krishna, Budha and Kaliki. These are given in the following Sloka :-
Matsyaha kurmo varahasche narasimhasche vamanaha 
ramoramasche budhaha kalikirevacha
There is no mention of Krishna in this verse. The reason for this is that Krishna transcends the Trimurtys. He is an embodiment of Parabrahma and is considered to be the primordial form of all Avataras.
The following abbreviation in Telugu enables one to remember the names of the ten incarnations and their serial order :- (Ma-Ku-Va-Na,Va-Ri Pelli-Ki-Ba-Ka) : 1. Ma = Matsya , 2. Ku = Kurma, 3. Va = Varaha, 4. Na = Narasimha , 5.Va = Vamana , 6. (R)i = Rama, 7.(P)elli = Parasurama , 8. (Ki)  = Krishna, 9. (Ba)  = Budha, and 10.  Ka = Kalki. (The abbreviation means in Telugu: Makuvana “Rain for us” and Varipelliki Baka “Trumpet for their marriage”)
(v) Potana`s Biography
Potana also known as Potaraju was born in a village Bammera located in the Warangal Taluk of the present Telangana State. While the exact year of his birth is not known, he is believed to have lived between 1400 and 1470 C. E. He was born in Kaundinyasa  Gotra as the second son of  Kesana and Lakkamamba.Their first son was Tippana.That Srinatha, the famous Telugu poet, was Potana`s brother-in-law, has no historical basis. There is evidence to show that Potana had a son by name Kesana  named after Potana`s father. Potana`s son seemed to have inherited literary prowess of the father to earn the title, Proudha Saraswati.In fact the literary proficiency seemed to have percolated through the entire progeny of Potana. In addition to Bhagavata Purana,  Potana wrote Veerabhadra Vijaya, Bhogini Dandaka and Narayana Sataka.       

(vi) Dedication of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana to Almighty

Bammera Potaraju decided to offer his version of Bhagavata Purana to lord Sri Hari for the good of all. By offering , instead , to kings of disrepute in return to gifts  such as  Dhanadhanya Vastuvahanas and Grihagramadulu, the author feels that he succumbs after death to  lord Yama`s punishments. The following is an account of the sentiments of Potana which prompted him to offer his work to the almighty :--

“A great man appeared before my eyes. He was with his consort and comparable to a blue cloud coupled with a lightning. His smile was as pleasant as the moon-light. He wore a bow comparable to the curvatures and beauty of a huge Ganuga tree entwined with creepers. He wore a crown as effulgent as the sun on top of a blue mountain. His eyes were as elegant as the petals of a lotus. He was a broad-chested prominent king of kings.” 
He exhorted Potana to translate Vyasa`s Bhagavata Purana into Telugu.

“ What I am going to write is the most sacred Bhagavata Purana. The one who makes me write is Ramachandra Prabhu himself.This writing has the propensity to disentangle me from the family bonds. Therefore I decided to write it. Where is the need to write any other work?

When a complete comprehension of Bhagavata Purana transcends the abilities of even lord Siva and Brahma will it be possible to understand it for an ordinary man like me? Yet I make an attempt  to  write  what I heard about it from  scholars  and what is understood by me. Because of my good fortune great poets like Nannaya and Tikkana who translated many works from Sanskrit to Telugu left Bhagavata Purana.I translate it into Telugu to sanctify myself.

I offer my version of Bhagavata Purana to lord Gopalakrishna who wears beautiful effulgent garlands, resides in Nandagokula, steals  butter and ghee  from houses of shepherds, redeems the sorrows of devotees, wins the hearts of Gopakantas and  destroys  demons such as Trinavarta and Putana. My work is dedicated to Krishna, a lord of exemplary qualities endowed with the grace of lord Siva, a destroyer of demon Banasura, a savior of Gopagopikas from a hail-storm caused by Indra, by lifting the Govardhana mountain, a redeemer of a curse on Yakshas by uprooting a couple of huge trees, a protector of Varnasrama Dharma and a lord capable of obstructing sun`s rays through his Sudarsana Chakra.
I offer my work to the lord who is an embodiment of grace, a counsellor capable of averting the agony of Arjuna to revive his duty consciousness, a protector of the safety of all living beings and a benefactor of his devotees having the sense organs under their control. He could dance playfully on the hood of a serpent, Kaliya, and destroy the army of Jarasandha several times.                                                                                     

The version of Bhagavata Purana written by me is dedicated to the lord who reclines on a serpent, Adishesha, wearing yellow silken garments. He  follows justice   rigorously  in deciding the results of Karma of human beings, resurrects  lives of sons of a Brahmin , restores mental peace to an agitated Rukmini, gives happiness to all living beings, exhibits grace to righteous human beings, steals butter from the houses of Gopikas and creates the entire universe.
My Bhagavata Purana is offered to the almighty who is a skillful sole monarch of initiating creation, propagation, protection and destruction of the universe. He taught Vedas to Brahma. Remaining pure and effulgent, he spreads an illusion as a magician showing that the universe created by him engulfed in the Trigunas  is real, like the belief of existence of water in a mirage. I adore such a lord who is ever present in my thoughts.”
(vii) Literary Aspects of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana
Bhagavata Purana remains close to the hearts of Telugu-speaking people, particularly the descriptions of Krishna Leelas due to the fact that these aspects were competently described by Potana in his Bhagavata Purana,  promoting Madhura Bhakti through selection of simple and sweet vocabulary. It has been emphasized in the scriptures of Hindu religion that realization of god can be through paths of Jnana, Karma and Bhakti.The path of Jnana is difficult and is achieved principally by Rishis and that too only in the form of Nirakara or Nirguna Brahma. The path of Karma is also of restricted utility since it is dependent on gender, caste and age of the devotee. The path of Bhakti is capable of transcending all these obstacles since it has been successfully adopted by the learned, common folk, male and female as well as young and old. Through Mathura Bhakti it is easier to get the Akara or Saguna Brahma. Bhagavata Purana has been playing a significant role in propagating the concept of Navavidha Bhakti, the nine established forms of Bhakti.  These are : 1. Sravana (Listening), 2. Sankeertana (Praising), 3. Smarana (Remembering), 4. Paricharya (Praying to lord`s feet), 5. Archana (Worshipping), 6. Vandana (Prostrating), 7. Dasya (Serving), 8. Sakhya (Befriending) and 9. Atma Nivedana (Surrendering). It is the dominance of Mathura Bhakti which distinguishes the Dasama Skandha of Bhagavata Purana from others.
In addition, Potana gave appropriate importance to other Rasas depending upon the context of the work. Even abusive language used by the enemies of Krishna has been dexterously handled  by Potana adopting Vyangya Rachana , giving a double meaning,  without hurting the sentiments of Krishna`s  devotees , himself being one among them.                                                                                                                                                                       

His work has been embedded with a rhythmic and a meaningful combination of vocabulary to make the readers recite its verses over and over again in a devotional ecstasy. Even today Potana`s Bhagavata Purana is able to influence a large section of Telugu population to imbibe a spiritual thinking, a devotional involvement and a  principled living.
Telugu language seemed to have been in use ever since the commencement of the Christian era. Prominent literary works in Telugu emerged only from the middle of the eleventh century A.D. and the earliest significant work was Mahabharata, a translation from a Sanskrit  work like other works which followed. Consequently, this period of Telugu literature is known as Anuvada Yuga, an era of translation. The mode of translation followed was divided into three types: (i) Swatantra-anuvada or Katha-anuvada, (ii) Bhava-anuvada and (iii) Yatha-tatha-anuvada .The first mode of translation was adopted by the famous Kavitraya, Nannaya, Tikkana and Yerrapragada, in the translation of Mahabharata. Here the translator enjoys the liberty of additions and deletions of the original work adhering at the same time to  the story of the original. In the second type, followed by Srinatha in the translation of Nyshadha, written in Sanskrit by Harsha, the essence of the original is scrupulously reproduced in the translation. The third type followed principally for the translation of dramas is a true reproduction of the original including the usage of the same vocabulary, being a literal counterpart of the one used in the original.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

In the translation of Vyasa`s Bhagavata Purana into Telugu,  Potana followed a judicious combination of types one and two being motivated by the Kavitraya as well as by Srinatha . Being a strong devotee of the lord, he elaborated extensively the Bhakti-oriented sequences departing from the original. Potana was a great scholar and a great poet. His Bhagavata Purana contained stanzas spread over all categories of verses of Telugu Chandas such as Kanda, Ataveladi, Tetagiti, Utpala Mala, Champaka Mala, Mattakokila and Seesam. 
As mentioned earlier, Potana had a transcendental experience of the appearance of lord Rama exhorting him to translate Bhagavata Purana of Vyasa into Telugu to free himself from the mundane terrestrial bonds to get sanctified. That experience  transformed  the natural poetic proficiency of Potana into an ecstatic state of mind  which resulted in Potana`s version of Bhagavata Purana which makes a studious reader of the work wonder whether at all a human mind can attain  such levels of excellence once again.
By Potana`s time Telugu language blossomed into a sweet and mature mother tongue for Telugu people. The language became a great milieu for lullabies, humour, and abusive vocabulary and for blessings, among others. The language thus became a potential medium for delicate expressions spread over all the Nava Rasas. Potana says that some among the likely readers of his work have a bias for Telugu, while others have a liking for Sanskrit. Potana prefers to adopt a judicious combination of the two languages, a luxury which he could afford because of his proficiency in both the languages. Potana`s Bhagavata Purana contains in totality a higher proportion of words of Sanskrit than of Telugu.  
Potana pays homage to Vyasa,Valmiki, Bana, Kalidasa, Mayura, Bharavi and the Kavitraya, among others. A testimony that he read their works was indicated by the fact that his Bhagavata Purana contained occasionally their influence on his style of translation. Potana had descriptive sequences in his work both in poetry and prose and his literary prowess was established by the fact that his descriptions have been exquisitely picturesque.
Potana`s literary prowess is known to be a divine gift. It has been established that Potana`s parents and sister were staunch devotees of lord Siva. Motivated by this family tradition Potana strove at every opportunity in his Bhagavata Purana to establish the indistinguishability of Hari and Hara. At the very threshold of his work in the context of his prayers to the almighty he mentions, as indicated in this write-up earlier, that if one fails to do puja to Hara till the hands are tired and does not sing in praise of Hari till the voice chokes his birth is futile and a curse to his mother .While describing the child-hood pranks of lord Krishna, Potana uses his intuitive literary proficiency to establish a parallelism between the highly contrasting Balakrishna and Siva.
Potana sanctified his life by listening to sacred words from scholars of his time. According to Potana`s philosophy activities devoid of devotion to god are totally futile. Potana`s Bhagavata Purana has been exerting a many-faceted influence on the cultural life of Telugu-speaking people. The stamp of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana is evident on many recent and contemporary literary works in Telugu.

DASAMA SKANDHA – Part I
1. Introduction
Dasama Skandha of Bhagavata Purana is distinct from the other Skandhas since it contains a complete and competent account of the different facets of Krishnavatara. It is therefore considered as Sri Krishna Sarvaswa. Lord Krishna is considered to be the primordial incarnation of the lord who appeared in the form of the other Avataras. Although the appearance of lord Rama and his exhortation to translate Bhagavata Purana into Telugu to be dedicated to lord Rama motivated Potana to take up the sacred mission, he dedicated his work, instead, to lord Krishna conscious of the primordiality of the lord.
Bhagvata Purana is considered to be an embodiment of lord Vishnu, its twelve Chapters or Skandhas being considered as the organs of the lord. The significance of Dasama Skandha is evident from the fact that it is considered to be the face of the lord. Just as Krishnavatara is distinct from the remaining Avataras of the lord, Dasama Skandha is distinct from the other Chapters of Bhagavata Purana.
The story of Krishna is competently described in several other Sanskrit works, the principal among them being Jaya Deva`s Gita Govinda, Leela Suka`s Sri Krishna Karnamruta and Narayana Tirthulu`s Sri Krishna Leelatarangini, among others. An equally eloquent account of lord Krishna in Telugu is provided by Yarrana’s Hari Vamsa and Potana`s Dasama Skandha of his Bhagavata Purana, among others. 
Dasama Skandha is the biggest among the Chapters of Bhagavata Purana spreading over three thousand verses and pieces of prose. It is divided into two parts known as Purva Bhaga and Uttara Bhaga. The Telugu titles of principal aspects of the Purva Bhaga are : (Part I): Krisnavatara Ghattam,   Kamsuni pampuna Putana yanu Rakshasi  Vrepalle ku Chanudenchuta, Sri Krishna Balaramula Balyakreedabhivarnana, Mryudbhakshana, Viswarupa Pradarshanabhivarnanamu, Sri Krishnudu Kaliyamardanamu Gavinchuta, Gopika Vastrapaharanamu, Sri Krishnudu Govardhana Parvatamunettut. (Part II):  Rasakreedabhivarnanamu, Kamsuni Pampuna Akrurudu Brindavanamunaku Chanudenchuta, Sri Krishnamurty Madhuranagara Prvesamu Cheyuta, Sri Krishna Balaramulu Chanura Mushtikulanu Vadhinchuta, Sri Krishnudu Kamsuni Vadhinchuta, Muchkunduni Purva Kathabhivarnanamu, Rukmini Kalyana  Katha Prarambhamu, and Sri Krishnudu Rukmini Devini Pendliyaduta.among others. The Uttara Bhaga of Bhagavata Purana  is constituted, among others, by the Telugu titles :  (Part III): Sri Krisnudu Satyabhamatokudanaragi Narakasuruni Vadhinchuta, Naradundu Sri Krishnunito Dharmaraju Rajasuyamu Neraverpumani Chepputa, Pandavulu Sri Krishnuni Yadurkoni Todkoni Povuta, Sri Krishnuni Sahayunduga Bhimundu  Jarasandhunito Yudhamu Seyuta, Dharmaraju Chesedi Rajasuyamunandu Sri Krishnudu Sisupaluni Vadhinchuta, Kuchelopakhyanamu, Subhadra Parinayamu, and Parikshittunaku Sukayogi Vishnuseva Prasastyambu Chepputa.
2. Parikshit`s Questions to Suka
(Numbers in brackets indicate serial numbers of the verses/proses of Dasama Skandha of Potana`s Bhagavata Purana)
Potana starts the Dasama Skandha with the following prayer to lord Rama :- Sri Ramachandra! You broke the bow of Siva. Your valour in wars is appreciated by persons like Indra. You are an ornament to the entire race of Surya kings. Your reputation pleasant as moonlight permeates over the entire universe. You are a monarch making the people of your kingdom always happy. My salutations to you  (1).
In a  congregation of ascetics, the most prominent among them, Suta , endowed with oratorical skills in discourses on all the Puranas, spoke the following words during the course of his lectures on Bhagavata Purana to his audience consisting of Saunaka and others of exemplary qualities (2) :- 
Parikshit said to Suka, “You elaborated the biographies of kings of Surya and Chandra races and the significant aspects in them caused astonishment. What made the great soul and ruler of the entire universe Vishnu take birth in the pious race of Yadavas, the shepherds?  Having taken such a birth what were the significant acts performed by him? Please narrate them (3, 4)”.  Praising of Vishnu is a remedy to the worldly sorrows. It is pleasant to ears and mind. It is a goal to those who desire to attain Moksha. It is foolish not to desire more of lord`s praise. One has to be as harsh as a butcher to refuse listening to lord`s glory (5) .The army of Kauravas consisting of great warriors like Bhishma  was unconquerable even to Devatas. My ancestors, Pandavas could cross the ocean of Kaurava forces as effortlessly as crossing the distance of a step-width of a little boy. What was the ferry which came to their rescue (6)? I became paralysed in my mother`s womb being affected by Aswathama`s arrow. At that time Chakradhari  lord Krishna  saved me to preserve the Pandava race (7). As an embodiment of Purusha and   time, being insurmountable to time , the lord is present inside and outside  of all that is contained by the universe causing life and death, family bondages and Moksha . Please narrate the entire history of such a lord (8).” 
“Suka! The elite among the sages! I was told that Balarama was the son of Rohini Devi. How did he become the son of Devaki? How did Krishna go to Vrepalle leaving his father`s house? In whose house did he reside? What were the details of his behaviour? What made Krishna kill Kamsa? How long did Krishna live as a human being on earth? How many wives did he have and how did he treat them? What else did he do on earth?  Please narrate to me the entire story of Krishna (9). The nectar of the story of Hari is flowing from your face comparable to a lotus. By drinking such a nectar repeatedly I am passing through an ecstatic state, forgetting the sorrow of my approaching death, hunger and thirst (10,11).” Hearing the above words of Parikshit, Suka replied as detailed below (12) :-

“King Parikshit! The prominent among kings! Just as the water of the Ganges originating from the feet of lord Vishnu sanctifies those coming in contact with it,  a discourse of the story of the lord purifies those who are interested in it as well as those narrating  and listening to it (13). As desired by you I describe all the details of the story of Vishnu. Please listen!
In ancient times many powerful demons were born on earth, acquired authority, became kings and occupied the earth.  Being unable to bear the burden of such wicked kings, goddess Earth went to lord Brahma to express her sorrow. Brahma consoled her and thought about his responsibility to find a solution. Accompanied by goddess Earth and Devatas, Brahma went to lord Vishnu. Even before meeting the lord, Brahma went into a state of meditation after reciting Purusha Sukta  in praise of the lord. During his meditation he heard divine words which he narrates as follows :-

“Goddess Bhudevi and Devatas! Lord Vishnu wants the Devatas to take appropriate human forms in the Yadava race on earth. Lakshmipati Vishnu takes birth on earth as son of Vasudeva to reduce the load on earth due to demons by killing them. The Apsarasas are to be born on earth as Gopikas in beautiful human forms to worship the lord. For pleasing the lord, Adisheshu, the primordial serpent, is to take birth on earth as the elder brother of Hari with divine qualities (14,15, 16). The Maya which binds the entire world  takes birth  under divine orders with divine qualities as Maha Maya to accomplish a mission entrusted (17)”.  Having told the  preceding words to the Devatas and making them agree, lord Brahma made goddess Bhudevi happy and returned to his place (18). 
A king by name Surasena born in Yadava race ruled the kingdoms of Mathura and Surasayana with his capital in Madhura. The city Mathura in which lord Sriman Narayana   roamed about became the first capital of all the Yadava kings in ancient times (19). Surasena`s son Vasudeva married Devaki Devi and they were both moving in their chariot one day. Kamsa, son of Ugrasena, out of love for his cousin Devaki, started driving the chariot himself seeing which Devaki and Vasudeva were happy. As a mark of royal tradition, there were conches and other instruments like drums and trumpets blown in front of the chariot. Devaki`s father Devaka desired to offer gifts to his daughter at the time of her going to her husband`s place leaving her parental home (20) . Eighteen chariots full of money, four hundred elephants decorated by golden chains, ten thousand horses and two hundred pleasant-looking servant maids were given as gifts to the newly-wed couple, Vasudeva and Devaki, seated in the chariot and travelling on the royal path (21). Kamsa made the chariot move fast by relaxing the reins. 
Suddenly a voice from the sky by an unseen source spoke as follows increasing the heart-throb of Kamsa (22) :- “Kamsa! You are driving the chariot to get praise from your happy younger sister, ignorant of what is to happen in future. The eighth child to be born to this pious young woman is to kill you!” (23). 
Kamsa was shocked to hear these words from the sky. With trembling shoulders he drew his sword out fearfully, caught hold of his sister`s hair and dragged her down. Without considering the fact that she was his sister he could dare to get ready to kill her. Vasudeva prevented him from doing so.  Kamsa was born in Bhoja race as a bad man to bring discredit to the race (24). Impure minded Kamsa forgot himself by getting ruffled. With anger coupled with agitation he was as furious as a fire. With soft words like a stream of nectar Vasudeva  spoke   as follows in an attempt to cool down Kamsa (25) :-  
“You are an elder brother to her. You are expected to be affectionate by talking sweetly and also by offering money and clothes to her. Instead, you are prepared to kill her believing those words from the sky to be true. What you are planning to do does not befit your valour . I am requesting you not to kill her (26) . In addition, this sinless innocent sister of yours,  devoid of strength,  always desires your well-being. Is it fair to attempt to kill such a sister provoked by words heard from here and there? Is anger not a sin? You are born in the sacred Bhoja race. You are virtuous and a leader of all in your race. Is it fair for you to kill your sister? This is going to be a blot on your reputation. Please think it over (27, 28). One who takes birth has a day fixed for his death. Sooner or later death is unavoidable for one who is born. Death means merger of the body into the elements from which it is made. Just as a caterpillar raises the front part of its body and puts at a place before lifting the rear part, one who bears a body arranges another body commensurate with his past deeds and leaves the present body. What we see, hear and think when we are awake appears clearly in our dreams. In a similar way, the effects of the deeds we do in this birth are carried over to the next birth (29). Based on the deeds of the past lives, the mind behaves in diverse ways and runs according to the dictates of the sense-organs irrespective of the number of births one takes s(30). Just as the reflections of the moon and the sun appear moving when there is turbulence on the surfaces of water in pots, a living being moves in the bodies created based on his past deeds (31). Good or bad events in life for any one occur based on the deeds of past lives. Even for the creator of the world, Brahma, the deeds performed determine the events occurring. Hence there is no point in finding faults with others for the events taking place in one`s life (32) .Therefore it is not fair to trouble others. If pain is inflicted on others for one’s own happiness, the repercussions of it are to be experienced later (33). King Kamsa! Devaki is a sister to you by relationship but is equivalent to your daughter. She is good natured and bears commendable qualities. She is young and timid by nature. Moreover she got newly married and appears like an embodiment of goddess Lashmi. She is trembling with fear. Kind-hearted Kamsa! I pray to you with raised hands not to kill her (34).” 
Thus spoke Vasudeva in a manner suited to convince Kamsa and to provoke passion in him to prevent him from killing Devaki. In spite of that there was no sympathy in Kamsa and with enraged eyes he was getting ready to kill Devaki. Noticing the idiocy in Kamsa and in yet another attempt to convince him, Vasudeva thought as follows (35) :-

“There is no wisdom in losing hope. Time is the deciding factor in shaping the events. One should stand with self-confidence and extend one`s intelligence till the end to think of a remedy to solve a problem being confronted”.  So did Vasudeva decide with a steady mind by thinking as mentioned below (36, 37) :- 
“It is safe at present to save Devaki in danger by promising to offer to Kamsa the children to be born to her in future. Who knows what is to happen in future? If Devaki remains alive at present a remedy may unfold in future. Let children be born to Devaki! Let them be killed immediately! Will Kamsa himself be immune to danger in future if there is an act of lord Brahma to the contrary? An appropriate solution may be available in future. A forest-fire sometimes leaves trees in the immediate vicinity and engulfs those located far away. So are birth and death controlled by destiny. Being endowed with this wisdom, why should I hesitate in arriving at a decision (38)? It is an intelligent move to promise to Kamsa to give away to him children born to Devaki to rescue her from death at present. Let him leave her now. Circumstances may change totally by the time she starts giving birth to children. By that time some divine help is not ruled out (39).The unseen voice heard from sky says clearly that the eighth child of Devaki kills Kamsa. Why should this be untrue? It is better to get my wife rescued quickly (40).”
Speaking softly and skillfully the following words Vasudeva praised the cruel Kamsa with a smile suppressing the hatred he had internally towards him (41) :- “You are angry since the voice from the sky said that you are to die because of the eighth son to whom Devaki is to give birth.  I promise to surrender to you serially all the sons to be born to her so that you can kill them (42).” 
On hearing Vasudeva`s words  Kamsa felt happy  nodding his head, behaving as if he was a person  capable  of  perceiving good qualities in others. Kamsa went away making his frightened sister free by leaving her hair, which he was holding till then in his attempt to kill her. Vasudeva also left with his wife rejoicing that Devaki could escape the clutches of death and thus some time elapsed (43).
Devaki Devi was incessantly tormented by Kamsa. Being blessed with divine grace she gave birth yearly to a total of eight sons and a daughter (44).The first son among the children was handed over soon after birth truthfully with fortitude and without temptation by Vasudeva to Kamsa (45,46). Can there be another bold man like Vasudeva on the face of the earth who could surrender to his foe without delay, deceit and anguish  the sons born to him? He was bound by the promise made by him to Kamsa (47).
Sage Suka said, “Oh! King Parikshit! For one who stands steadfast by truth can there be any act which is difficult? For a learned man there exists no special liking. Can there be a greater danger for anyone than lack of enlightenment? For a devotee of god is there anything which cannot be given away to others (48)?”
Being impressed by the honesty of Vasudeva who brought his son truthfully to be handed over, Kamsa uttered the following words :-“Oh! Vasudeva! You take back your son. I am not afraid of him. Nor am I angry with him.  My life is to be in danger due to the eighth son to be born to you whom I am going to kill soon after his birth (49,50).”On hearing Kamsa’s words Vasudeva departed taking his son with him (51).
Sage Narada visited Kamsa`s house on a special mission. Finding Kamsa alone he spoke the following words to him and departed to Devaloka :-“Kamsa! Nanda, his associates, their families, relations and Yadavas such as Devaki and Vasudeva residing in Vrepalle are all Devatas in human forms.  You are a Rakshasa in your previous birth.  Lord Vishnu of whom the Devatas are associates is to take birth as Devaki`s son. He is to kill all the wicked Rakshasas born as a curse to earth (52)”.  Kamsa got agitated on hearing Narada’s words.  He came to know that Yadavas are Devatas and that he was Kalanemi in his earlier birth being killed by lord Narayana (53). With those thoughts in mind Kamsa got terrified. Enraged he got Devaki and Vasudeva imprisoned. Considering their sons as forms of lord Vishnu, Kamsa killed them at once.With an uncontrolled behaviour he threw his father Ugrasena, the ruler of the kingdoms of Yadu, Bhoja and Andhaka into prison. Showing tenacity he became ruler of the kingdom of Surasena (54).
Motivated by a desire to become a king or to save one`s life, one is tempted in this world to kill anyone including even parents, brothers, friends and relations (55). Thus usurping the kingdom of his father, Kamsa acquired many Rakshasas  as his followers. These are Bana, Bhauma, Magadha. Mahasana, Kesi, Dhenuka, Baka, Pralamba, Trunavarta, Chanura, Mushtika, Arishta, Dwivida and Putana, among others. They helped Kamsa to wage wars and defeat Yadavas. The defeated persons left their homes and positions and with their heads bent down out of disgrace migrated to other kingdoms such as Nishada, Kuru, Kosala, Videha, Vidarbha, Kekaya, Panchala and Salva.Some others forsaking their jealousy for Kamsa remained in Madhura serving him as subordinates (56). 
In quick succession Kamsa killed the six sons born to Devaki . In order to become the seventh issue Adishesha entered the womb of Devaki as the great and beautiful effulgence or Tejassu of lord Vishnu(57) . In this context, anticipating danger from Kamsa to his Yadava devotees,lord Hari spoke the following words to Yoga Maya Devi (58) :-

“You go to Vrepalle where Gopalakas and Gopikas live. All the wives of Vasudeva except Rohini were imprisoned by Kamsa in Nandagokula. Rohini is a virtuous woman. Transfer the Tejassu of Adishesha from Devaki`s to Rohini`s womb. I take birth as Devaki`s child while you take birth later as the child of Nanda`s wife Yasoda (59). Goddess Maha Maya! You grant prosperity. You are an abode of several fortunes.You are capable of fulfilling all the desires of human beings. They in turn worship you through sacrificial offerings, among others (60). In different parts of the country people worship you as fourteen varied forms.These are Durga, Bhadrakali, Vijaya, Vyshnavi, Kumuda, Chandika, Krishna, Madhavi , Kanyaka, Maya, Narayani, Isana, Sarada and  Ambika . Lord Hari ordered Maha Maya to go down to earth. She accepted the order as a great gift of the lord, saluted him and  straight came down to earth (61). Accordingly,Yoga Maya transferred the Tejassu emanating from Devaki`s womb to that of Rohini and went away.The citizens of Mathura were sad thinking that Devaki had a miscarriage (62).
Rohini then gave birth to an extra-ordinary male child. Since he was very strong he was known as Balabhadra. Since he was a source of pleasure to all, he was also known as Rama. Further, since he was born after being drawn out from the womb of his mother he was known, in addition, as Sankarshana (63,64). Afterwards the Tejassu or power of lord Vishnu entered into Vasudeva which made him effulgent like the sun, a sight which made the Pancha Bhutas and people around him feel happy(65, 66).Later the all-pervading Vishnu-Tejassu, pivotal to creation, sanctifying  and protecting all, entered from Vasudeva to Devaki and made her radiant. She became as bright as the moon-light permeating the entire east before the rising of the moon (67).
Having listened to the account  given till then  by sage Suka,  king Parikshit enquired  about subsequent events which  the sage narrated as follows :-“ Lord Vishnu who hides the entire universe  in himself is growing like the rising sun in Devaki`s womb to take birth to save the earth (68, 69). The symptoms of pregnancy started manifesting in Devaki. While Devaki`s face was getting pale and emaciated  due to pregnancy the faces of the wicked also became pale out of fear caused by the impending birth of lord Vishnu.While the child-feeding nipples of Devaki started blackening,the reputation of the foes of the lord was getting tarnished due to his impending advent.While Devaki`s abdomen started getting a shine, bad omens in the houses of the vicious people started becoming prominent. While Devaki`s appetite was getting reduced due to pregnancy, the appetite of the foes of the lord started diminishing due to the panic of getting killed. The enemies of the lord experienced an inexplicable fatigue while Devaki started experiencing tiresomeness due to pregnancy. Laziness in Devaki, reflected as inaction in the adversaries of the lord. While the time to get killed and buried under the soil was approaching for the opponents of the lord, Devaki started relishing the clay of the soil. Lord Hari started growing in the womb of Devaki while her symptoms due to child-bearing were becoming dominant (70,71).
Lord Vishnu, the creator of Pancha Bhutas, the five primordial elements, Jala (Water), Agni (Fire), Vayu (Air), Bhoomi (Earth) and Akasha (Sky), was growing in the womb of Devaki. She started perspiring as if to indicate that the element water came to see the lord. Her body became effulgent as if to suggest that the element fire came to serve the lord. Emotional outbursts came out as gushes of wind from Devaki`s mouth as if to say that the element air came to  serve the lord. As if the element earth was desirous of offering prayers to the lord, Devaki started eating more and more of clay. Her waist started to become broader as if to suggest that the element sky came after assuming a shape to offer its services to the lord (73).
Lord Vishnu was to take birth as Devaki`s son to kill the demons who became a menace to the earth. His growth in Devaki`s womb caused changes in her exterior and simultaneously changes in the camps of the demons. While the Molanoolu, the thread she was wearing around her waist, was getting  tightened, the Mangalasutras (the sacred threads worn by married women around their necks indicative of  well-being and longevity of their husbands) belonging to wives of demons, were getting fragile due to the impending danger to the demons. While the beauty of Devaki was getting enhanced that of the wives of the demons was getting dwindled. While the ornaments of Devaki were becoming a load to her, those of the wives of the foes of the lord were getting disentangled and loosened. While Devaki`s body-weight was increasing that of the wives of the wicked was getting reduced. As the day of delivery of the divine baby was approaching, the life-span of the demons was getting reduced curtailing the duration of the married life of their wives (74,75). 
Thus, Devaki, carrying in herself the lord who carries the entire universe in himself, was languishing in captivity, being imprisoned in her brother`s house. Her present plight was comparable to the presence of goddess Saraswati, the embodiment of knowledge, locked up in evil-minded men of letters and to a lighted candle shielded in an opaque pot (76,77). Seeing the increasing glow  on the countenance of  good-natured Devaki coupled with the effulgence of her skin  and her beauty Kamsa was getting dumb-founded and  thought as follows within himself (78) :- 
“By merely looking at this pregnant Devaki my heart-throb is increasing and my mind is getting agitated. I never had this experience during the earlier pregnancies of her. Vishnu might have entered into her womb this time (79). What am I to think and act? The radiance associated with her pregnancy is increasing day by day. This pregnant innocent girl happens to be my sister. How to kill her? Finally to avoid all problems suppose I decide to kill her, and then are my wealth, longevity, reputation and Dharma not eroded (80)? In society I am to be branded as a cruel man immune to family bonds and such a life is no life at all. Such a man is destined to go to hell. Is it worth living after getting an ill fame as a wicked man (81)? “
With these thoughts in mind, Kamsa became silent, superficially virtuous exhibiting qualities of nobility, boldness and kindness and abstaining temporarily from cruelty being convinced that killing his sister was a great sin (82). Kamsa thought, “An unavoidable great enmity towards Devaki developed.  How to negotiate? When is Krishna to take birth as Devaki`s child? I catch hold of the baby soon after birth, right at the place of birth and kill.” Harbouring these thoughts in mind Kamsa was  anxiously waiting for the  arrival  of the baby (83). 
Due to the enmity with the lord, Kamsa started thinking only about Vishnu while walking, eating, drinking, sitting and getting up, forgetting everything else. With unending anger he started perceiving permeation of Vishnu throughout the universe (84,85) . He started listening to every sound  coming to his ears to check whether it was Hari`s word. Whatever was seen by him was suspected to be the form of the lord. Even when a straw touched his body while walking he was startled thinking it to be the the lord`s hand. Every smell detected by his nose agitated him because of the suspicion that it came from the garland in Hari`s neck. Every word spoken by him was with the suspicion that it could be lord`s name. He was angry that every thought he got was the thought of Vishnu (86, 87).
In the meanwhile. lord Siva  and lord Brahma  accompanied by Devatas and sages such as Narada and others came to the place of imprisonment of Devaki to praise as follows, lord Purshottama ,  present as an infant in Devaki`s womb (88) :-  
3. Brahma and Maheswara Praising Vishnu as Infant in Devaki`s Womb 
“Oh! Lord! You uphold truth as a ritual. You are the basis for attaining the Yogic state of permanency. You are a Kalatita being capable of existing in the past, present and future. The five Bhutas, earth,water, fire, air and sky are born in you and, in turn, you are present in all of them.You continue to exist even when all the five Bhutas are destroyed. Words spoken by you constitute an embodiment of truth. You maintain a sense of equality towards all that exists in this universe. We bow down before you. 
Maya, which makes the unreal appear as real and makes the real look unreal, is under your control. Those under the influence of Maya with power of discrimination covered by it, see plurality mistakenly in you. Those who transcend the power of Maya are the enlightened and  see you as a single existing entity in the entire gamut of apparent plurality of the universe (89).
You are the lord for all the living beings. In your creation there is what is known as a family, Samsara, which is comparable to a tree. The medium or milieu in which the family exists is the material world, Prakriti, which is comparable to a creeper entwining the tree. Happiness and sorrow are the two fruits to the tree. The three qualities, virtuosity (Sattvaguna), ambition (Rajoguna) and laziness (Tamoguna) which embrace a human being are the roots of the tree.The four objectives of human  existence, namely, righteousness (Dharma), wealth (Ardha), desire (Kama) and salvation (Moksha) are the fluids (Rasas) flowing through the tree. What are experienced by the sense-organs, namely, sound (Sabda), touch (Sparsa), form (Rupa), taste (Ruchi) and smell (Vasana) are the receptive mechanisms of the tree. States of the human body such as, lust, anger, miserliness, love, pride, jealousy, hunger, thirst, sorrow, attachment, childhood, youth, old age , disease and death, among others, are all  supporting parts of the tree. The principal constituents of the human body, such as, body fluids, blood, flesh, brain-matter, skeletal system and semen are the sheaths enclosing the trunk of the tree. The Pancha Bhutas mentioned above along with intelligence, consciousness and ego are the branches of the tree.  The nine holes of the tree are eyes, ears, two nostrils, mouth and the two excretory organs. The five principal constituents of life, namely, Prana, Apana, Vyana, Udana and Samana along with the five subsidiary constituents of life, namely, Naga, Kurma, Krukara, Devadatta and Dhananjaya are the leaves of the tree. Human being (Jeeva) and the lord (Iswara) are comparable to two birds residing on the tree. Oh! Lord! You are the creator, protector and destroyer of such an extra-ordinary family tree (90, 91). 
The enlightened persons keep their minds focussed on you preventing them from deviation. They  thus cross the dreadful ocean, namely, family ( Bhavasagara) effortlessly (92).You take any number of births to do good to the good  and to punish the bad thereby keeping the worlds safe (93). Oh! Lord with eyes as beautiful as lotuses! The enlightened get salvation by uttering your name with devotion. Some pretend to be enlightened with destructive intelligence and refuse to utter your name not learning a lesson from those who had a down-fall due to such a behaviour (94). Great devotees keep their thoughts focussed on you. This enables them to become your men, being fearless and devoid of obstacles in life. They reside in the divine place where you stay (95).You are worshipped by human beings belonging to the four principal classifications, namely, the unmarried, those with families, the old detached from their families and the ascetics. In all the worlds (Lokas) you wear a virtuous, and sacred body ensuring the safety of your devotees (96).
Oh! Lord with eyes comparable to lotuses! Your body is an embodiment of virtues and knowledge eliminating ignorance. You are considered as an effulgent embodiment of virtuosity. A devotee who worships you keeping such a form of yours in his mind is blessed with your appearance before him. You remain as an observer following a path which transcends the different forms of behaviour, mind and speech. Only the enlightened can perceive your form which is beyond Gunas (mental states) and Kriyas (actions). Remaining engrossed in your worship, thinking and hearing only about you and praising you incessantly, your devotees are able to strap the terrestrial bonds of the family and stay at your feet eternally (97).
 Oh! Lord! You are the best among all. You are the ruler for all of us. Your birth is to lessen the burden of the earth. With your grace and under the shelter of your feet, as attractive as lotuses, we are able to discern our existence in a mileu surrounded by the earth and the sky (98). Oh! Lord! You are devoid of birth. Hence, taking birth now as Devaki`s son is a playful event for you. While birth and death are the acts of Maya inflicted on the human beings, Maya staying in your proximity runs away incapable of touching you. You are therefore the only one capable of not getting entangled in the acts of Maya and hence you are the lord of the universe (99).
You took several births in different forms (Avataras) with qualities of grace and kindness and condescended to save the world in crisis. You were born as a great fish (Matsya), a tortoise (Kurma), a pig (Varaha), a combined form of man and lion (Narasimha), a short man (Vamana), a horse-faced human form (Hayagriva), Parasurama and Rama. We salute to you for this act of kindness. We pray to you to save the earth by reducing its load (100).The world is drowned in incessant sorrow being tormented cruelly by  vicious people like Kamsa. Lord Mukunda!You leave Devaki`s womb and take birth soon(101).”Addressing Devaki, lord Brahma and the Devatas accompanying him said, “Mother! Lord Purushottama is in your womb. He is likely to take birth soon. There is no more fear from Kamsa.You please have faith in our words. Today onwards your safety is assured. All the Yadavas are excited with joy. May your progeny prosper always (102,103)!After praising Lord Vishnu as described above, the Devatas being led by lords Brahma and Maheswara blessed Devaki and departed (104).

4. Birth of Krishna

Devaki with a face as beautiful as a lotus was about to deliver child Krishna. The minds of the evil had an agony while those of the virtuous felt that their calamities were to vanish (105) . At the time of Krishna`s birth nature was trying to express its happiness.The seven seas experienced a tide.There was a thunder as if the clouds were rejoicing at the news about the arrival of the lord.The sky was shining with a renewed brilliance of stars and planets. All the directions of the earth were flooded with divine effulgence. Cool breeze filled with fragrance started blowing gently. The fire in the Homas (rituals performed to propitiate the gods) became extra bright. The lakes looked beautiful with lotuses and humming wasps surrounding them. The rivers were full with pure and transparent water, flowing briskly. The earth was brilliant with villages and towns brimming with  cow-herds and festivities. Filled with chirping noises of birds, plenty of flowers and fruits, the gardens and forests were expressing their happiness.  
While Devaki was delivering the divine child Krishna, the gods showered flowers on her (106). The best among a clan of Devatas known as Gandharvas, renowned for their  proficiency in music, sang while  damsels Rambha and others danced .Another clan of Devatas known as Sidhas congregated to share their happiness. Charanas, yet another clan of Devatas, felt freed from fear while the rest blew trumpets(107). In the midst of all this, with stars and planets located in the most ideal astrological positions, Devaki gave birth to the lord at midnight. He was to punish the demons. The faces of the devotees of the lord were bright with joy (108,109). After giving birth to the lord the  body of Devaki shone bright like a lightning and was comparable to the effulgence of the eastern side of the earth at the time of the rise of the full moon. The baby born was cute with an ever-smiling face (110). 
Then Vasudeva started looking at the baby with immense attention. The baby appeared to him in divine form. The skin colour of the boy was blue like that of the clouds. He had four long hands. He had a mace (Gada) in one hand and a conch in the other. In the remaining two hands he had a wheel (Chakra) and a lotus respectively. The child had eyes resembling petals of lotuses. The boy was broad-chested and wore a necklace of dazzling precious stones. He had a beautiful thread tied around the waist and wore ornaments on the arms and biceps. He had a mole known as Srivatsa shining on his chest. The locks of hair on his fore-head were brightened by the effulgence of his earrings. He had a diamond-studded crown on his head. The child looked like a full moon propagating a glow in all directions. He is a saviour of his devotees and appeared as one full of flowing kindness. All the virtues present in god`s creation originated from the lord  in the form of the newly born child. 
Having seen such a baby, Vasudeva was tempted to stare at him repeatedly and became ecstatic, astonished, and excessively happy. Having recovered from such an engrossed state, he stood there near the boy with enthusiasm (111,112). Being imprisoned he could not take the conventional bath after the birth of his child. Immersing himself in thoughts of happiness he imagined in his fantasy that he donated ten thousand cows to Brahmins to celebrate the birth of the boy (113). Vasudeva thought that the baby born was like a source of illumination to the place of birth and must be lord Vishnu. With devotion Vasudeva prostrated before the boy, saluted him and then caressed him. Not being carried away by the appearance of the lord before him as a child,            Vasudeva unhesitatingly recollected the great history of the lord and started praising him (114,115,116). 
Further, Vasudeva thought as follows within himself :- “Lord! You make one see the entire creation in you. You are an embodiment of knowledge and happiness merged together .You are eternal. You are not to bow down to anybody`s order or control. Maya cannot touch you and hence runs away from you. You, with all your powers, seem to have taken birth as my son. Does such a wonder occur anywhere else (117)? Maya originates from you .You make it spread in your creation, namely the world, in the form of Trigunas, the three states of mind namely, Sattvaguna (virtuosity), Rajoguna (ambition) and Tamoguna (laziness) .You seem to enter the world of your creation. Since the Trigunas and hence the worlds are in you, the question of your entering or not entering this world does not arise (118). 
To start with, all the requisites needed for creation group together to form what is known as a Virat Sarira (a gigantic body) for you. This process is being supplemented by Shodasa Kalas (sixteen qualities of nature).Your body is capable of expanding to any size needed. This body is similar to agencies like Mahat  which are pivotal for creation. At the same time it can be different also.You enter such a body having at the same time the power to transcend it. Since you existed even before creation, it is not correct to say that you are  taking birth in the Virat Sarira. Such a realization can come to a human being  at a stage when the influence of the sense-organs ceases and  the intelligence alone functions. 
You can exist in this world even without the requisites of creation playing a role, remaining thereby  untouched by the world (119). The entire universe is within you. Therefore, you are the basis for the entire creation. You permeate the entire universe through objects made by you and hence there are no changes for you such as being inside, outside or middle of your creation. You are therefore the ruler of all (120).The origin of the body and the mind is the soul (Atma).The most foolish is the one  who thinks them to be different. Therefore you are the entire universe and there is nothing in the universe other than you. Consequently you are our ruler (121). 
You are responsible for the creation of the universe. At the same time you are untouched by the Trigunas and their changes. You are free from all desires. It is not a mistake to say that the universe created by you is maintained and ultimately destroyed by you. Knowing that you are the ultimate lord to transcend everything in the universe, the Trigunas are subservient to you. In the world, the valour of the soldiers appears as that of their king. Similarly, the Trigunas and their greatness created by you are falsely attributed to you. When you assume red colour, you take up Rajoguna to create the universe. When you are white in colour, you protect your creation accepting Sattvaguna. Assuming black colour you destroy your entire creation through Tamoguna.These are all the diverse externalities enacted by  you. Lord! As one such act of yours, you came down to earth today as a human being to punish the wicked (122,123). Kamsa became timid on hearing the voice from heaven. From that day, out of fear that you were to be born in our house, he killed all of your elder brothers. Anticipating that you were to take birth now, Kamsa became sleepless. On hearing the news of your birth through the prison staff he gets ready to pounce upon you (124).”
5. Devaki Praising Krishna

While Vasudeva was praising the lord, Devaki looked at the baby. He had qualities of greatness from the point of view of Samudrika (a science to decide the quality of a person based on the external symptoms of the body). He had good looks and appeared delicate. When Vasudeva uttered Kamsa`s name, she was worried about the safety of the boy. In spite of that her face brightened with joy on seeing the boy. Admiring the lord of lords, she uttered the following words in all humility (125):-
“After lord Brahma`s life-span concludes,the finite ingredients of creation, namely the Pancha Bhutas, earth,water, fire, air and  sky merge with the  microscopic  entities of nature, which get in turn  absorbed by Moola Prakriti, which is Maya, another fundamental ingredient of creation.This also gets merged with what is known as Vyakta Tattva, the truth that is being expressed by nature, which ultimately vanishes  making you remain as the final entity. You transcend description and remain incomprehensible. You are the origin of all and remain lighted in them. You are free from the modes of behavior experienced by human beings. You remain as a solitary entity and nothing other than that exists. It is impossible to describe your form since you are capable of having any form. Vedas endlessly mention about you. You transcend Atma and remain as the supporting entity of it (126).
Lord Visweswara! You make the entire universe function in a playful way. Maya or Avidya, a form of ignorance created by you, is a potential tool close to you which enables you to run the universe, Kala, time which is an unending entity, is also a form of Maya controlled by you. A wise man recognizes your power to make Kala move incessantly and to protect the universe, and consequently begs and worships you. Such a man is blessed with wealth, longevity and sustained happiness. Being the consort of goddess Lakshmi, you make such a devotee free from fear (127). 
Ancient ascetics claim that they have seen you through the path of yoga, a way of unifying the body and a steady unwavering mind. They adopt a solitary, self-controlled, independent and intense effort to achieve this objective. But what they see is a form of yours which they desire to see and not the form which you want to show. But what I have seen is a form of yours which you have condescended to show and hence I am blessed. It is becoming difficult to perceive your divine form with my mundane terrestrial eyes. Hence, I pray to you! Lotus-eyed lord! Kindly take away this form (128).You are such a great actor that at the time of conclusion of your entire creation, you were capable of keeping the total universe hidden inside you. For one who is so great, taking birth as my child is nothing other than a magical event enacted by you (129). Lord with eyes as beautiful as the lotuses! On hearing that you were to take birth as our child, wicked Kamsa tormented us by imprisoning for a long time. Please punish this evil-minded man and save us who are intensely terrified. All the prayers done by us are amply rewarded by your birth as our child (130).” 
6. Past Births of Devaki and Vasudeva
Having heard Devaki, the lord spoke to her the following words : - “Mother! You were born as a pious woman intensely devoted to your husband during the period of Swayambhuva Manvantara, a span of time under the supervision of a controlling head by name Swayambhuva.Your name during that birth was Prusni.Vasudeva was also born during that period and was named as Sutapa. He rose to the level of what was known as a Prajapati, a rank indicating an administrative position. 
Being motivated by lord Brahma both of you, as married couple, performed intense penance (Tapas), conquered your sense-organs and tolerated the vagaries of nature caused by air, rain, sun and ice. You both remained aloof and continued the penance surviving only on minimal subsistence such as leaves.  Your bodies became intensely effulgent after you maintained such an austerity for a period of twelve thousand years. Reciting my name repeatedly under such a rigorous ordeal and worshipping me in such an exemplary way, you could get god-realisation.Being immensely pleased with your devotion I appeared before you and asked you to tell me the boons cherished by you. You did not wish to be granted the life`s ambition of every devotee, namely, Moksha (merger of soul with almighty to terminate chain of repeated human births). At that instant you came under the influence of my Maya (my power which makes one see the real as unreal and vice-versa) and desired, instead, to  be blessed with a son equal to me. You were at that time child-less and under a compelling desire of giving birth to one. Since creation and its propagation are caused by me, I was pleased with your wish  and granted the boon desired by you. Since there is none equal to me, I myself took birth as your child. My name  during that birth was Prusnigarbha (131).
In your second birth, you were born as the famous married couple, Aditi and Kasyapa. I was then born to you as Vamana. I was short in stature and had Indra as my elder brother (132). In the present third birth, I am now born as your son keeping up my word given to you. I have no more births hereafter as your son (133). In this birth of mine, you cherish the thought that I am your son. By virtue of my appearing before you now, you rejoice that I am also Parabrahma, the supreme lord and an embodiment of perennial happiness, Paramananda.Through such an uninterrupted thought of me you achieve the divine path of salvation and attain a stage of avoiding further births.” Having uttered those words, the lord gave up the form in which he was born (134,135). 
Sage Suka continued his narration of Bhagavata Purana to King Parikshit as follows :- “King Parikshit! After saying the above words lord Vishnu left his divine form and took up the appearance of a freshly born baby. Devaki and Vasudeva got astonished and remained staring at the baby with uninterrupted attention. While they were looking at him the lord wantonly allowed Maya to exercise control over him and began behaving like a normal  mundane human baby  exhibiting usual childhood pranks. Then Vasudeva could know the immediate work to be done by him  having heard the instruction of the lord (136 ,137). He knew that he had to leave the place of birth of the child and run away with the baby. 
Oh! King Parikshit!At the same time goddess Yoga Maya  was born as a female child to  Nanda`s wife (138 ). Vasudeva  lifted the boy with his hands hugging him to his chest and started walking stealthily. He could at once escape the risk of being caught by the watchmen of the prison and came out (139,140 ) at the same time the birth of  goddess Yoga Maya  and of lord Hari cast a magical spell  on the residents and watchmen of the place of Nanda (141,142). Due to lord Hari`s magic, Vasudeva`s fetters fell asunder and the same thing happened to the locks of the doors without standing in the way of the scheme chalked out by the divine baby. 
Vasudeva came out stealthily from the  place of birth of the lord to the front yard  unnoticed by anybody  in spite of the fact that the passage was straight and devoid of any hiding place. Lord Adisheshu was following Vaudeva closing the doors  which got opened to allow Vasudeva to escape with the baby. In addition, the lord was covering the baby with his hood wide open protecting Vasudeva, carrying the baby, from any possible danger as he walked slowly forward in the darkness (143). He had to cross river Yamuna on the way. The river was in full spate with  its waves rising up  and breaking as if to join the sky and the four corners of the earth. The river gave way to Vasudeva similar to the process of the sea giving passage to lord Rama earlier (144).
Crossing the river Yamuna thus, Vasudeva travelled briskly and entered Nanda`s Vrepalle. He found there all the shepherds in deep sleep. Without waking them up,Vasudeva reached the place where Yasoda was  asleep unconscious of what was happening around. He made the tiny dark-coloured  baby slide from his hands gently to the side of Yasoda. He started immediately after lifting her female child from her bed-side.Without any further delay he returned and  kept the baby brought by him at the bed-side of Devaki  hiding the entire operation as a secret (145). 
Being frightened, Vasudeva, the son of Surasena, put back the fetters to his feet as they were before and acted as an innocent, timid man  crouching his body as if to hide it (146). Oh! King! Being in deep sleep during that night, lotus-eyed Yasoda did not know the placing  of the lotus-eyed male child at her bed-side and the taking away of her female child (147).
Then the tiny girl started crying at the bed-side of Devaki  waking up the watchmen of the prison. They found that the doors and locks were in tact as before. They ran and informed Kamsa that Devaki gave birth to a child and wanted the king to come and see. Kamsa woke up from bed agitated and ran in a hurry with hair ruffled and  clothes worn being loose and touching the floor. His patience vanished and  anger dominated. He ran towards the place of birth of the baby  with intense enmity to kill the child (148).Then Devaki came in the way of Kamsa and spoke the following words :-

“Oh! Brother! Be calm! What you are trying to do is not an act befitting you. Being a female child, the baby is not your nephew but a niece, and hence does not pose a threat to your life. She is to be caressed by you. It is unbecoming of a king to kill a female. Follow the path of great people and earn a lasting fame. Oh! Brother! As your sister, I pray for protection from you (149,150). Alas! You caught hold of six sons of mine and killed them. This baby is a girl born in our house and is your niece. Do you want to kill her? Are you so cruel? Oh! Brother! Be kind towards me (151)! Since you heard that my son is a threat to your life, there is some justification in killing  the sons. Consequently, my destiny did not permit me to have any son surviving .This baby is a female child. Brother! Be virtuous and at least grant her to me (152). Being under the hope of saving the baby, Devaki bent down weeping, uttering incoherent words, holding her upper garments from slipping down, and lifted the baby suddenly hugging her to her chest. She pressed the cheek of the baby to hers and covered the baby with her clothes in an attempt to hide her and wept loudly and intensely. Kamsa got enraged and scolded his sister shamelessly forsaking all norms of decency. He caught hold of the legs of the baby, pulled her out  with intense anger unmindful of the sudden sobbing of the child and flung her to the floor. Instead of falling to the floor, the baby flew suddenly into the sky. She became fragrant with divine flowers. She looked very beautiful with ornaments such as neck-laces studded with precious stones. She had eight hands holding respectively a mace, a conch, a wheel, a lotus, an arrow, a bow, a sword and a spear.The Devaganas, different clans of Devatas, such as Sidhas,Charanas, Kinneras, Gandharvas, Garudas and others were praising her after offering presents. The divine damsels, Apsarasas, were dancing to please her. While appreciating the dance performance, she appeared from the sky, looked at Kamsa with contempt and hatred uttering the following words (153) :-  
“Vicious Man! With intense anger you killed Devaki`s tiny sons. Not being satisfied with that you tried to kill  this tender  baby  by dashing  her against a stone. It is a great shame to you. Is it a sign of your valour? The one who is to kill you was born simultaneous with my birth. He is being brought up somewhere else with great devotion” (155). Having thus spoken  and possessing exemplary qualities, she appeared as a presiding deity at several places. With one great chosen virtue as a special quality she was being worshipped by different names at different places by the people residing there. Irrespective of her specific quality at a given place, she had protection of the people as her primary objective (155,156).
The words spoken by goddess Yoga Maya hit the ears of Kamsa like arrows . He was taken aback and was afraid. He was greatly terrified. Devaki and Vasudeva were crest-fallen with grief. He called them to his presence. He treated them kindly and respectfully and spoke the following words (157) :-
“You are peace-loving people with exemplary character.I am a cruel man.I am a great sinner responsible for killing your children. I am an evil-minded man in inflicting misery  on my relations. Anger took away my sense of discrimination. In spite of being alive I deserve to be treated as  a dead man. One who kills a Brahmin is considered  to be a great sinner  and  by killing your offsprings I became a sinner equal to one such . I committed such a great sin being carried away  by the words originating from an unknown  source. Oh! Kind-hearted souls! With your gracious mentality be kind to me and cool down (158). Being motivated by the deeds done in the previous births, human beings take birth in different bodies, lead lives in different directions courting troubles and die  strapping the family bonds. Consequently, there is no killer and none is being killed. Hence I am neither the killer of your children nor are they being killed. What is the rationale in finding fault with one for such  acts performed (159)? An immature man thinks that  he troubled his foes and that he was being troubled by them. For the soul, there is neither enmity nor friendship  in reality since they are all intertwined by the past deeds in previous births (160). 
Having spoken thus, Kamsa knelt before Devaki and Vasudeva with tears in his eyes and touched their feet with hesitation. He got their fetters removed and freed them. He spoke submissively giving an impression that the family bond with them was restored. Seeing  a repentant Kamsa, Devaki  and Vasudeva regained their mental equanimity  and Vasudeva spoke to his brother-in-law as follows (161) :-
“Oh!  Brother-in-law! The words spoken by you are true. Being submissive to their sense-organs, human beings lose their power of discrimination. Miserliness, love, conceit, fear, enmity, favoritism , sorrow and anxiety make one self-centered incapable of  differentiating oneself from others  and to be cruel to others . In addition, one is not able to perceive the presence of the same lord in diverse human beings  seen all around. Such an illusion of plurality is due to considering one individual to be different from the other (162).” Having thus pacified and pleased Devaki and Vasudeva, Kamsa left for his home after taking permission from them. He ordered early next morning, his ministers to come and meet him. He narrated what all he heard from goddess Yoga Maya and sought their advice. The ministers spoke to him as follows (163) :- 
“Oh! King!If what Yoga Maya said  is true, why should there be any further delay? You please pass orders.We search all towns,villages and congregations for children who are newly born and growing and kill them (164). Being wounded by the arrows sent by your fearful and radiant hands, the leaders of Devatas  might have rushed to unknown  places to hide themselves. Otherwise they might have gone to take shelter under the protection of Siva or might have been praying to Brahma or  Vishnu for survival . Alternatively they might have become ascetics to reside in despair in the midst of forests. It is better if we search for them immediately (165).By merely  causing injuries to the foes, one should not be  complacent and  care-free  in moving about. They can come back to attack secretly in different disguises. A king  should not forget about his foes  until they are killed and eliminated (166). Growing diseases, foes and sense-organs are not to be ignored since they take control of us. There should not be negligence in solving problems related to them in the budding stage. A belated action can never enable one to conquer them (167). 
Vishnu is the principal member of Devatas. He is an embodiment of Dharma. He permeates in the entire universe and especially in pious objects and qualities such as, cows, Brahmins, Vedas, tolerance, patience, truth,Yagas which are rituals propitiating Devatas, Tapas, punishment of vicious people, meditaion and peace, among others. These are some of his attributes.To eliminate Vishnu all his attributes are to be eliminated (168). Do you want us therefore to kill Devatas, ascetics in meditation, cows with calves and Brahmins? Alternatively, do you want us to tear off Vedas or bring to your presence the entire earth rolled round? Oh!King! Pass orders for execution (169,170)!” 
Kamsa was carried away by the ideas of his ministers who spoke these words. He did not consider that tormenting Brahmins was a sin. The effect of time got him entangled in  a  vicious bond created by bad deeds performed by him. He returned to his palace after sending demons working under him to kill Brahmins and other peace-loving people. Afterwards these demons started committing atrocities in a fearful way. They threatened, abused and tormented  good people. Through several vicious deeds they inflicted pain and agony on  well-behaved people and enhanced their stock of sins (171).Thus by searching  for the locations of good people and troubling them the demons got their stock of virtues diminished. If those who deserve to be worshipped are tormented by wicked people, it is no wonder that the tormentors lose their reputation, wealth, righteousness, longevity and safety (172).

In the meanwhile, Nanda was delighted in Vrepalle to know that a male child was born to him. He ordered that competent Brahmins well-versed in Vedas were invited. After taking bath, Nanda wore ornaments appropriate for the occasion. He got performed all the rituals required at the time of birth of the baby for his longevity, safety and well-being. In addition, homage was paid to the memory of ancestors of the Nanda family. Donations of lakhs of decorated milch-cows with calves, golden utensils, ornaments and new clothes were made liberally. In addition huge heaps of black til seeds were also given to Brahmins (173).They in turn blessed the son of Nanda to have plenty of wealth, longevity and valour to conquer his foes (174).Trumpets were blown in jubilation, singers sang in happiness, professionals praised the greatness of the baby and musical instruments were played melodiously auspicious for the protection and safety of the child (175). 
The houses of the leaders of the shepherds of Vrepalle were decorated with garlands of tender leaves, beautiful creepers and majestic flags. The abodes looked pleasant with sprinkling of scents and spreading of fragrant smoke (176). The cows smeared with a paste of turmeric powder and oil and jumping in their groups were shining in golden yellow colour comparable to the golden coloured feathers of dancing peacocks (177). At the auspicious time of the birth of the baby  tender calves of the cowherds started jumping in jubilation  while the stud-bulls brimming with strength and energy started dancing in joy. The cows in turn expressed their happiness by profusely showering milk (178).To those who  used to recite daily sacred stories and to those who sing in praise of the lord and exhibit various professional arts and skills and also to those who approached him in dire poverty, Nanda donated cows and money in abundance  even before they requested for it (179). 
The Gopakas dressed elegantly wearing turbans and shining golden ornaments carrying auspicious materials in their hands came to see lord Madhava (180,181). The Gopakas had overwhelming joy on seeing the baby. Being subjected to excessive excitement they indulged in jocular and pleasant exchange of words .They exhibited their joy  by sprinkling ghee, curd, milk and water on each other (182). 
Afterwards, the Gopikas felt that the happy news  heard  early morning by them, about the birth of a tiny male child to Yasoda, was the result of  the past good deeds performed by them. They woke up each other in order to go to see the baby (183,184). Being  tender-hearted by nature, the Gopikas were excited on hearing the good news  and left their residences hurriedly to see the baby after dressing themselves extra-ordinarily (185). Beautiful appearance of the Gopikas revealed by their long black hair, combed and tied, looking like the shining black feathers of wasps, their elevated breasts  and lower rear parts of their bodies, coupled with very thin waists and broad pleasant-looking eyes, made each one of them look like goddess Lakshmi (186). 
They reached Yasoda`s house with the knots of their hair getting loosened, the neck-laces swinging on their breasts, the glitter of their golden earrings  getting playfully reflected from their cheeks and their garments fluttering  in the breeze. With excitement they saw  the tormentor of demons, lord Vishnu, in the diminutive form of tiny Krishna, felt happy and gave the presents brought by them (187,188).Together the Gopikas  massaged oil on the scalp of the baby, applied turmeric paste to  the body, gave him a bath, solicited the blessings of the lord to protect the baby by once sprinkling a little water circularly round him, made him lie down in a cradle and blessed him by singing lullabys containing the meaning given below :-
“May the lotus-eyed Krishna with a thin waist comparable to that of a lion go to sleep! May the baby with hands and  feet as tender as the fresh leaves of a plant and a face as beautiful as the full moon  go to sleep!(189,190)”. The lord  who has the propensity to drown several universes in water at will and still  make  himself remain afloat and  effulgent in a magical fashion, was found taking bath jovially in the hands of the Gopikas (191,192) .That handsome lord  capable of lulling  all  the worlds to sleep  keeping himself awake was pretending to have gone to sleep in the hands of those beautiful women, the Gopikas, by closing his eyes and remaining silent (193). 
The lord , ignorant of problems, had to face troubles during his growth in the house of shepherds. The effulgent lord  devoid of any necessity to perform austerities was destined to  experience diverse rituals associated with birth. Being the creator of the universe with none to give birth to him earlier, he had no occasion  to taste the breast-milk of a mother. Such a lord had to experience breast-feeding of Yasoda.The primordial lord devoid of growth and decay had to grow in the bosom of Yasoda. The boon of having the lord in one`s midst unattainable even through intense austerities was now available to the residents of Vrepalle.The godhood  impossible to define even after a thorough study of all sources of knowledge was now being exhibited in the different organs of the lord born as a human baby (194). Baby Krishna looked like the creator Brahma when he exhibited different postures as his child-hood pranks . Form of lord Vishnu  was seen  in the child  when he was jubilant and was filled with happiness. In angry moods  child Krishna  appeared fearful like lord Rudra. When the boy was engrossed in comfort and happiness Brahmahmananda was expressed by him (195). In the jubilation of the birth of a son, lotus-eyed Rohini and Nanda  gave away colourful saris and ornaments to people and honoured them making them immensely happy (196, 197). From the time of Krishna`s birth the cattle of Vrepalle appeared pleasant with  a redoubled milk-carrying capacity. Then, king Nanda left for Madhura after entrusting the protection of Gokula  to capable Gopakas.He paid to Kamsa  the annual taxes, took leave of him and visited Vasudeva to pay his regards (198). Seeing Nanda, Vasudeva embraced him with tears of happiness in his eyes.The sight of Nanda activated Vasudeva  like life returning to a dead body. Nanda was made to get comcomfortbly seated and with an overflowing love for his son, Vasudeva spoke as follows (199, 200) :-
“Due to the fact that children were not born to you earlier, you were sad and ematiated. Now you are fortunate in having a son. In reality how can there be happiness in families without children (201)? Seeing you after a long break is like a rebirth to me after death. Seeing such a friend like you who does not show discrimination in the performance of his own work and that of his acquaintances, is like coming back to life after death (202). Due to struggle for existence it is never possible for men to stay at a single place. In  streams one sees logs  temporarily flowing together only to get separated eventually (203). Are all your cows free from  diseases and  giving milk in abundance? Are the lakes and streams in your locality having water in abundance? I hope that tigers and other wild animals are not roaming about in areas inhabited by your cows. Are all your villages prosperous? I hope further that your forests are having  plenty of green grazing fields (204). By being indifferent to the needs and progress of one`s own sons, acquaintances and others causing thereby their deterioration and ruin, can one bring happiness to the members of his family (205)? Is my son, who treats you as his father, safe and happy under the loving care anaffection of you and your wife (206)? 

Having heard Vasudeva`s words, Nanda spoke as follows :-“The sons born to you and Devaki were killed by Kamsa soon after their birth. The daughter born to you at the end escaped being killed by flying to the sky. Every event is under the control of the almighty. One who is conscious of this fact never weeps during calamities. Therefore remain calm. Feel that my son is your son (207, 208).” Then Vasudeva spoke to Nanda the following words :-“You paid the tax to king Kamsa. It is good that you saw us and we could see you. Hasten to return to Gokula since there are indications of impending calamities there (209, 210).”
7. Demon Putana sent to Vrepalle by Kamsa
After saying the above words Vasudeva bid farewell to Nanda and other Gopakas. They all got into carts run by fast-running bulls and departed for their respective villages. On the way Nanda could see distinct bad omens which made him feel that the predictions of Vasudeva might become unavoidable. Nanda  therefore hastened the pace of his return journey (211). 
The demon, Putana, sent by Kamsa was adept in killing babies. She was roaming about in villages, hamlets of shepherds and towns killing babies she came across. Through magical powers, she flew into Vrepalle, the place where the lord, by uttering whose name all fears vanish, was born  and was present as a baby. Unseen by others through her magic, she was searching each house for babies. Hearing the sobbing of a baby in Nanda`s house she felt happy and  assumed  the form of  a beautiful maiden (212).

She had bright eyes, attractive breasts, a spotless moon-like face, a thin waist, a broad back below the waist, rose red legs and hands resembling tender leaves and a knot of thick hair dangling behind her handsome face (213).The brilliance of her golden earrings was getting scattered on  her cheeks. The fragrance of the flowers fluttering in the knot of hair on the rear side of her neck was attracing Bhramaras  (carpenter-beetles).The golden bangles on her hands and  her effulgent necklaces were scattering light in all direction. With her robe sliding down slightly from her shoulder and with a face as attractive as the moon she started for baby Krishna`s house (214).
Then the Gopikas felt that goddess Lakshmi came in an attractive form to protect them and were in a trance, speechless, as Putana in the garb of such a beautiful maiden went and found child Krishna, lying innocently on a cot like an ignited amber, remaining dormant covered by ash, about to start the act of destroying the vicious (215, 216). Putana was approaching Krishna, the lord of the entire universe in the form of a baby of the shepherds. He saw that killer of the babies and felt amused having known that she was nearing him with disguised cruelty in the form of a  mother of a freshly born child with poison-coated breasts. He pretended by snoring that he was fast asleep unmindful of his body (217, 218).That demon of a vicious clan, Putana , approached Krishna`s bed, lifted him with her hands, hugged him to her breasts, kissed and caressed him saying, “There is none else more competent to breast-feed you. It is appropriate that you drink milk from my breasts. I depart leisurely after breast-feeding you and it is amusing for me to do so (219, 220). Oh!Tiny son!Have a sip of my breast-milk and your beauty then will be   more prominent. Oh!Baby with lotus-shaped eyes! I thus derive the benefit of my beautiful appearance  (221) “.
Having seen the mode of talking of Putana, which indicated that her way of caressing Krishna was a mere pretension, Yasoda and Rohini expressed their disapproval by shouting,“Lady! Do not touch our baby. Do not feed him with milk from your breast. Our son does not relish it. Go away immediately!.”Without caring for their words, Putana continued to stare at Krishna with a vicious look comparable to a  sharp-edged sword just drawn out from its cover. There was venom hidden in her soft words (222, 223). Uttering superficially sweet words, cruel and vicious Putana approached Krishna unhesitatingly. Like an idiot who pulls a sleeping snake assuming it to be a rope she came close to Krishna`s bed. He was sleeping carefree on a mattress looking  effulgent and beautiful. Putana lifted the baby into her hands and made him recline on her lap. She was caressing him by touching his body pretending to be full of love and affection and saying the words, “Cute and tiny baby! Are you feeling hungry? Drink milk from my breasts.“ So saying she was about to breast-feed the baby (224).
Krishna opened his eyes. Seeing sideward’s he stretched his limbs moaning and yawning as if he was just waking up. Pretending to be extremely hungry, Krishna held the breasts of Putana  as if he was intensely affectionate to her. Putting her nipple in his mouth he sucked two mouthfuls swallowing the entire strength of Putana and eventually her last breath. She had convulsions in her heart and her tongue got twisted inside the mouth. She finally fell down gasping and shouting,“Alas! You are different from other babies. Enough! Enough! Leave me! Leave me!”(225). She had fearful pangs of thirst which became intolerable. Her limbs got twisted with protruding eye-balls.With increasing shouts of distress she collapsed on the ground (226). Getting back her original fearful appearance consisting of a body as big as a mountain, she fell on the ground. The scene resembled the fall of a mountain clipped off its wings by the weapon of Indra . During the process of collapsing she had a terrifying groan caused by a  fatal unbearable pain. This deafening noise was echoed from all directions and the earth with all its mountains experienced tremors as a consequence.The planets and stars in the sky as well as the entire universe got shaken (227).That terrifying noise entered the hearts of Gopakas and agitated them.They were frightened.They had  convulsions and fell unconscious on the ground (228).

King Parikshit! When the real body of that cruel and mean Putana fell on the ground, with limbs twisted occupying a huge area, the entire vegetation under it got crushed (229).The pangs of Putana were as big as the  wooden ploughing instruments. Her huge nostrils were like mountain-caves. Her breasts were like  huge pieces of rocks. The red hair on her dead body was fluttering .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Her sunken eyes looked like deep dark wells. Her buttocks were like big elevated chunks of land. Her long feet, thighs and hands appeared as banks of huge canals. Her belly was  like a corrugated ground-surface of a dried pond. Her dead body spreading over several miles had a terrifying appearance.The residents of Gokula came in groups to see the body standing far away from it, not being bold enough to see it from a shorter distance (230).That was how baby Krishna  with eyes comparable with freshly blossoming lotuses killed Putana under the false pretext of  suckling milk from her breast. He performed the act in an effortless playful way to put an end to the killer of babies  and tormentor of ascetics (231,232). 
For one who has (Garuda) the foe of poison-bearing snakes, as his chariot, who has the god  bearing poison in the throat (Siva) as his friend, who has a  poison-bearing snake (Adisheshu) as his bed, who is the father of Brahma born  on a lotus sprouting from  poisonous water is it  difficult to suck poison out of poison-bearing breasts (233)? Having come to know about the event the Gopagopikas came close to the scene of  occurrence along with Rohini and Yasoda (234). On the huge area of the belly region of Putana`s dead body lying on the ground, Krishna was found playing. The Gopikas lifted  and caressed him making him recline on their shoulders. To ward off the evil effects of Putana`s touch the Gopikas turned the tip of a cow`s tail around the baby, sprinkled cow`s urine and dust from cow`s hoofs. Uttering twelve names of the lord  they applied cow-dung to all the organs of Krishna`s body (235).
The Gopikas were not satisfied with the above-mentioned measures taken by them to protect Krishna  from  the likely bad effects of Putana`s abortive attempt to kill him. They wanted to take protective measures for each organ of the baby. They first cleansed themselves to enable themselves to carry out the operations.They started tying protective tags to different parts of Krishna`s body  with appropriate prayers to different gods. They said, “Dear little one! May lord Brahma protect your feet, lord Vayu your knees, lord Yajna  your thighs, lord Achuta your waist, lord Hayagriva  your belly, lord Kesava your heart, lord Isa  your chest, lord Chaturbhuja your shoulders, lord Trivikrama  your face and lord Iswara your head! In addition, May lord Vishnu guard your front side, lord Gadadhara Srihari  your rear side, bow-carrying lord  Madhuvyri your right side, sword-carrying Ajana your left side, Sankha Chakra Gadadhari lord Urugaya  the four corners around you , Upendra, lord Vishnu the upper side, lower side by  lord Garuda  and in all directions by Haladhara  lord  Purusha. In addition, may  your Indriyas be protected by lord Hrishikesa, Pranas by lord  Narayana, mind by lord Swetadeepapati, thoughts by Yogeswara  lord Kapila, intellect by  Prasnagarbha  lord Vishnu and  Ahankara  by lord Paramapurusha. Further, may you be shielded incessantly by lord Govinda while playing, lord Madhava while sleeping, lord who resides in Vykuntha while walking, lord Sripati while sitting and the all-devouring Yajnabhuja while eating. Lord Krishna! By mere uttering of your name bad dreams, young and old Grahas, Kushmandas, all types of evil forces such as Dhakinis, Pisachas, Yatadhanus, Bhutas, Pretas, Gotaras and Revatas and Ganas such as Jyeshtha Devi, Putana and Matrukas are all destroyed. May you be protected from all types of mental and physical ailments! (236).”Then Yasoda did breast-feeding to the miracle-child Krishna, laid him on bed, saying “Go to sleep! My child! and sang a lullaby (237). Nanda and other Gopakas  returned from Mathura, saw the huge  dead body of the demon, got astonished and said in praise,“ Vasudeva could predict  the calamity. He is a great Yogi”.
The ferocious dead body of Putana was axed to pieces by Gopakas, taken to a place far away from their dwellings and put to flames using sandal wood logs (238). King Parikshit! When Putana`s body was being burnt, fragrant smoke came out because Krishna sucked  poison along with milk, her breath as well as all the impurities and thus cleansed her body (239).  A mere touch of Putana`s body by the legs and feet of Krishna  while suckling milk from her, sanctified the demon to the status of Krishna`s mother and bestowed on her Moksha (240). The demon who killed babies could  get salvation  by merely offering  poison-coated  breasts to Krishna  for feeding. Can there be a rebirth to the women who gave birth to Krishna and breast-fed him (241) ? Is it possible to fathom the exaltedness of the worlds to which they go? Even the cows  giving milk for drinking by Hari are blessed with the fortune of roaming about  in the peripheral regions of the world of salvation (242). Gopalakas knew that the fragrance experienced by them emanated from Putana's body getting cremated.They returned to their villages being surprised that the source of such a fragrance was the body of  the vicious woman sanctified by her getting killed by Krishna (243). Nanda left for home happily. He was astonished to hear about the deeds of the demon through the Gopikas. He woke up the baby, caressed and kissed him, being relieved that the boy could avert a calamity.

Having heard this narration from sage Suka, king Parikshit said, “What are the different deeds performed by the lord in his different Avataras? One is protected by listening to any of the divine deeds. I am not able to divert my attention from listening to stories of the deeds performed by the lord. Listening to the stories of the lord is a feast to the ears of the listener (244, 245). Incessant remembrance of lord Balakrishna is a ferry to cross the problems of family-life comparable to the crossing of a great ocean. It drives away the fetters of sin. It is a donor of fortunes and is the foundation for attainment of salvation (246). Please narrate, in case you are kind towards me, what else lord Balakrishna did (247).
8. Balakrishna Destroying Sakata through his Feet  [image: image2.png]



Then the event of her boy getting the ability to turn upside down on his own was celebrated by Yasoda on a day coinciding with the birth-star of the boy. She invited Gopikas to her house. With auspicious musical instruments being played, she got hymns from Vedas recited and got Abhisheka done by Brahmins. She got blessings from the Brahmins and presented to them in return food-grains, cows and new clothes as much as they desired. Later she made the boy go to sleep on his bed. She worshipped the Gopikas and the elderly Gopalakas, forgetting,  during the process,  matters concerning her baby.

Then after waking up from sleep the boy felt hungry and started searching for the breasts of his mother. Not finding them  he was angry and started stretching and folding his legs. His feet were as tender as the fresh leaves of plants. Divine lines known as Chakra Rekha and Chapa Rekha were there on the lower surface of the feet of the boy. With such feet Balakrishna kicked a cart found adjacent to them (248, 249, 250). Being kicked by Hari, the cart suddenly sprang up and fell down. Axle, wheels and other parts of the cart broke to pieces. The Gopakas got astonished (251). Attractive items present in the cart got wasted by getting thrown on the ground. Yasoda, Nanda, Gopakas and Gopikas were bewildered, stopped the work on hand  and abstained from the celebrations. Their hearts became heavy due to fear (252). It was clear that on its own this cart could not have sprung up. The boy sleeping on the bed nearby must be incapable of kicking it up. Then how could the cart get thrown upwards? What was the specialty in the event? These were the aspects being discussed by the people around (253, 254). The children playing near the boy said, “This boy weeping due to hunger lifted his leg and kicked the cart which made it spring up. Nothing else was responsible for the event (255)”.

On hearing the words of the youngsters, Gopagopikas were stunned with intense astonishment. They felt, “The boy is so tiny and the cart is so big! Can anyone believe such foolish words anywhere? The boys must have spoken a lie. Otherwise there must be some other miracle (256, 257)". On hearing the weeping of her boy,Yasoda came running, lifted him up  and started breast-feeding him saying,"Oh!My tiny darling! Are you tired? Are you hungry? You are such a nice fellow! Stop weeping! Have milk and be cheerful (258, 259)". The elderly Gopakas felt that the boy was affected by some evil spirit and performed several remedial rituals. A few Brahmins performed Homa offering curd, Kushans and Akshatas. Rituals for the safety of the boy were performed uttering hymns from Rigveda,Yajurveda and Samaveda. Hymns rendering safety and well-being were recited by Brahmins who were rewarded in return with decorated milch-cows. Nanda was happy receiving blessings from all of them (260).
9. Demon Trinavarta as a Hurricane Taking away Krishna

After that narration sage Suka said, “Oh! King Parikshit! One day Yasoda was caressing her son keeping him in her lap and rubbing his body with her hands affectionately. Suddenly the boy became as heavy as a mountain (261). Not knowing how to carry the son who became so heavy she kept him on the floor. Being astonished by the event, she imagined that a great man might have taken birth as her son to protect the earth (262). Being sent by the cruel Kamsa, a demon by name Trinavarta came suddenly to earth as a hurricane making a huge noise. While the Gopagopikas were astonished by the unprecedented gale, the boy was caught by it and was snatched away in a flash (263, 264). Hari, in the form of Krishna, who is ignorant of experiencing any trouble earlier, got entangled in a hurricane. The dust particles raised by the whirl-wind affected the eyes of the Gopakas agitated by fear (265).That demon as a hurricane took the shape of a devastating gale hurling everything which came its way. The dust-storm caused by the wind rose very high covering the entire sky obstructing sun`s rays and unleashing a terror due to an alarming intense darkness. Inhabitants of Gokula were greatly terrified, groping in darkness with an impaired sense of direction. There was a thunder spreading towards all directions coupled with the intensity of the speed of the whirlwind. Fear engulfed all the residents not being able to locate the people around. It looked as though the entire surroundings were reeling around at a great speed. Such a terrifying situation prevailed all around for sometime (266). 
Not being able to find the baby, Yasoda was agitated and got immersed in sorrow. She wept saying, “Oh! Tiny darling! You resemble in effulgence the rising sun! You are a jewel among children! You are entangled in a calamity caused by this hurricane! “ She shouted for the boy with a raised voice. She blamed the almighty for causing her this plight. Engulfed in sorrow, she became a wreck internally. Under the influence of unbearable grief, she became unconscious (267). Yasoda was saying in her grief, “The whirl-wind came, encircled you and snatched you away into the sky! I do not know how intensely you are weeping alone weakened by the event! What a calamity! My dearest son! (268). I made him sit here just now. He was playing here a short while ago. Where from did the cruel whirl-wind come so suddenly? To which place was my boy blown away by the gale? Where am I to go in search of him?” So weeping she fell down on the ground, her grief being comparable to that of a cow searching for her lost newly born calf (269). On seeing the mother weeping for her child, the Gopikas were agitated with their eyes filled with tears (270).
In the meanwhile the hurricane-demon could carry the boy aloft into the sky with pride for his achievement. However, the boy started becoming heavier and heavier till the strength of the demon became inadequate to carry the boy any further. Soon it became impossible for the demon even to move. He thought that he never came across earlier a boy like the present one. Unable to find a solution to his problem, the demon started worrying about his own future (271). During that time, baby Krishna caught hold of the neck of the demon with his hands comparable to trunks of young elephants. His hands were fastened around the neck of the demon like heavy logs attached to the neck of a culprit. Krishna started hanging from the neck of the demon increasing his weight to a level comparable to that of a mountain (272, 273). The demon could not disentangle himself from the grip around his neck of Krishna pulling him down by the weight of a mountain. He was gasping for breath struggling like a bird being throttled (274). The pressure inflicted by Krishna`s grip was so intense that the demon lost control over his body and crashed on the stones below with his organs reduced to splinters. The fall of the demon was comparable to the crumbling down of the city of Tripurasura crushed by the arrows of lord Siva (275). Having seen the event Gopikas stopped weeping and felt happy.They lifted the boy having a relaxed pleasant countenance playing on the dead body of the demon. He became surprisingly light in weight. He was handed over to the grief-stricken mother.
The Gopagopikas thought as follows among themselves (276) :-“A virtuous man bears good-will for all and is rescued in adversaries even without any protective measures. On the contrary, a vicious man harbouring wicked thoughts gets punished even after taking several precautions about his safety (277).We do not know what pious rituals we performed in our past lives, how many offerings we made to propitiate the gods, what we donated to the needy, what pious stories we kept in our minds while spending our time, what truths we spoke and what sacred places we visited to be able to witness baby Krishna in such a fearless mood  (278)”.  Nanda was recollecting the words of Vasudeva and was getting agitated internally (279).  
“Oh! King Parikshit! One day Yasoda`s breasts were full with milk for the baby. She lifted the cute boy, made him lie down in her lap and caressed him. While breast-feeding the boy the mother was fondly rubbing his face. Smiling mischievously, the boy yawned. Yasoda with half-closed eyes, was stunned to see the boy`s face as a cave in a mountain. She saw in it  oceans, the different facets of the earth, forests, islands, mountains, rivers, gales, sun, moon, fire, sky, stars, planets, the whole universe and the entire gamut of species of life (280). 
Being sent by Vasudeva, Yadava`s Purohit, Garga came to Vrepalle. Seeing him,  Nanda stood up and paid respects to him with folded hands (281). Garga possessed sterling qualities and followed best traditions. He had a spotless character and good persons as his friends. He was a devotee of lord Siva. He relinquished qualities such as Kama, Krodha, Lobha , Mada and Matsarya. Vicious people could not dare to come into contact with him. 
Nanda paid homage to such a pious man with devotion and all humility and said (282, 283).“ Oh! Respected Sir with a great soul! Great people do not make visits without a purpose. When persons of your eminence come to people of lower strata like ours, it is meant to grant us good. Your visit is a good omen for us to anticipate the occurrence of auspicious events (284). You are the best among all those proficient in astrology.You are effulgent.Your reputation could spread towards all directions. You had god-realisation. Please listen to my humble submission. It is said that one who is ordained to be a teacher is known as a Brahmin. I pray that you perform for my two sons all the prescribed rituals with your skill and dexterity (285)”. Nanda showed his son and Rohini`s son to Garga. An earlier event involving words spoken by a girl, who rose to the sky after an attempted killing of her by Kamsa, was narrated by Garga to Nanda. Garga mentioned further that news about Nanda`s son could make Kamsa suspect the boy to be Devaki`s son and hence suggested secrecy in the performance of the rituals. Nanda consented to the proposal. Garga christened first Rohini`s son and explained the implications to Nanda (286). 
He was given the name “Rama” since he would turn out to be dear to all the people. Since the boy was being  snatched away to Vrepalle by the Yadavas, he was given an additional  name “Sankarshana” (one who is being pulled) and a third name “Bala” indicative of his strength (287). Then Garga explained to Nanda the rationale of the names given to Yasoda`s son. The boy had earlier a skin colour which was a combination of white, red and yellow but became black now. Hence he was given the name “Krishna”. Being the son of Vasudeva, he got the name “Vaasudeva”. Based on his diverse qualities, forms and deeds he would be known by several names. Garga further mentioned to Nanda, “You overcome all adversaries through this boy. The boy would punish the vicious and protect the virtuous. Your boy would be as great as lord Narayana!”  Having spoken thus, Garga departed for his home. Nanda was delighted on hearing such nice words about his boy (288).
10. A Description of Child-Hood Deeds of Krishna and Balarama
Balarama and Krishna started their chldhood-deeds. Keeping the hands on their knees they would attempt to stand on their feet. In the process they would slip to fall in front, manage to get up again to walk a few steps this side and that side. They would swing holding the rear parts of the saris of their mothers. They would catch hold of the tails of calves and get dragged by them not being conscious of leaving the tails when the calves moved forward. They would run briskly into marshy areas to play. When their mothers tried to breast-feed them, they hold the breasts of the mothers with both hands rubbing them to get more milk into them to gulp it fast. They would utter indistinctly words learnt imperfectly causing amusement. When asked to dance they would move their hands and legs cutely to cause pleasure to the onlookers (289).
Seeing Balarama and Krishna playing, Rambha and others danced rejoicing in heaven, the vicious on earth were agitated due to fear and, Rishis in their congregations talked about the boys with delight (290). Seeing the boys crawling on the floor with heads raised playfully, the sight of Adisheshu playing with a raised hood was recollected. Playing in the soil with their bodies getting smeared with dirt the boys appeared like young elephants. While springing up and jumping with unparallelled energy, they looked like lion-cubs. With effulgence increasing day by day on their faces, they appeared like rising suns and moons. Being engrossed in the bliss of enjoying the breast-feeding of their mothers, they gave the impression of mentally elevated Yogis experiencing the effects of superlative yogic activity. The princes thus became centers of attraction to the people around (291). 
Lord Vishnu never looks at those who do not worship him. He controls all the three Lokas through his supervision. Such a lord, comparable to a precious ornament, taking the form of a child of Gopalakas started perceiving and gradually recognizing people opening up his eyes (292). Oh! King Parikshit! With a smile Krishna can destroy gross ignorance and herald the onset of knowledge. Such a lord started smiling at Gopikas who rejoice seeing him (293). Lord Narayana transcends the Trimurtys and is devoid of the cycles of birth and death. Such a lord appears now as a baby of the Gopikas and causes them pleasure by learning now to call them as “Mother! (294).” By putting mere two steps forward, he could occupy the entire earth and heaven. Such a lord appears now as one learning to walk by putting unsteady steps forward. Seeing the lord walk, his foes got depressed and stopped talking boastfully and sarcastically (295). 
Child Krishna`s boy-hood deeds show a parallelism between him and lord Siva. Getting smeared with dust all over the body, young Krishna appeared like lord Siva with ash smeared all over his body. Yasoda tied the locks of Krishna`s hair with a garland of pearls which looked like the crescent moon on lord Siva`s head. The red decorative marking (Tilaka) on Krishna`s forehead resembled the third eye on Siva`s forehead which reduced Manmadha to ashes. The blue-coloured costly stone in the necklace of Krishna looked like the blue spot of Siva`s neck caused by the poison swallowed by him. The pearl-necklaces on Krishna`s neck resembled snakes coiling round Siva`s neck. Thus Krishna engrossed in child-hood pranks appeared to prove the oneness of him and lord Siva (296, 297). 

The child-hood pranks of the boys appeared charming and amusing to the Gopikas. Having got attracted by that pleasure, the Gopikas forgot their routine duties and remained watching the boys  with interest (298). The mothers of Balarama and Krishna were bringing up their boys with great care. They took precautions to protect their boys from the dangers of animals having sharp nails, pangs and horns. In addition, care was taken by the mothers to prevent risk of likely accidents to their boys from water, fire and thorns, among others. With the sight of the kids causing overflowing happiness in their hearts  the mothers were spending their time happily (299).
With the boys of his age-group admiring him, Balakrishna played with Balarama putting small steps all around causing pleasure to the Gopikas through the charm of amusing movement of his blue body (300). Day by day Krishna was showing a steady progress in his ability to walk and speak.When admonished by his mother for causing disturbance, Krishna would go away in anger only to return running to his mother on her calling him endearingly with out-stretched hands. He would then drink milk from his mother`s breasts making amusing noise as usual caused by the movement of the tiny bell tied to the band around his waist (301,302). Swallowing the entire butter from the houses of the Gopikas, Krishna would return to his house pretending to be innocent. He would then go to his mother through small unsteady steps asking, “Mother! Give me milk from your breasts! (303).” 
Krishna started playing several games along with the Gopabalakas. He would tell the Gopabalakas, “You are the cows and I am the bull! “ He would bend down, spring and run like a bull. Playing another game, he would say, “I am the king and you are the servants!” Exhibiting authority he would order the boys to do many jobs, command them and get the allotted jobs done. He further used to say, “I am the thief and you are the house-holders!” He would ask the boys to pretend that they were asleep and steal their belongings, run away and hide somewhere. In yet another game, he would say, “You are the actors and I am the director!”And make them act. Krishna would hide himself in different corners and make the boys search for him. He would swing in a cradle, throw playful objects like balls up and act as a mischief-monger (304, 305). In addition, Krishna, the most prominent among those boys, had boy-hood as a pretension and playfulness. His pretension as a thief and getting involved in several acts for fun made the Gopikas lose their patience. They went to complain to Yasoda as follows (306) :-
11. Gopikas Complaining to Yasoda about Krishna`s Mischievous Acts

“Oh! Yasoda! When  the mothers of newly born babies were complaining that  milk was insufficient for the children, your son made fun of them and let loose the calves by untying their ropes to enable them to drink away the entire milk from mother-cows (307). In addition, he distributed thick well-boiled milk from our pots to the other boys accompanying him. Further, he broke the pots he came across. We wonder whether the boy was subjected to any control at all to get his deeds checked (308).
 Oh! MotherYasoda! When he fails to find in our houses enough milk to drink, your boy moves about angrily among the tiny children in the houses making them fall and weep bitterly (309). Your young kid started already stealing by entering our houses and trying to catch hold of the milk pots hung above. In order to stretch and catch hold of the elevated milk-pots he piles up grinding stones and wooden sitting-planks one over the other and climbs them. Still being unable to  reach his target he pierces a hole below the pot and drinks creamy milk flowing down by joining his palms to put in the stream to gulp as much as he can (310). 
Going out under the pretext of playing, your son drank curd from  this particular house  and applied a little of it to the mouth of the daughter-in-law of the house, the latter getting a thrashing from her mother-in-law for the mistaken offence of secretly drinking away the curd (311). In addition, your son entered that particular house, drank away potfuls of fragrant ghee and put the empty pots in another house  resulting in a quarrel between the residents of the two houses (312). Seeing the pictures of gods painted on the walls of a house, he said, “Are these, whose pictures are painted here, gods? Is there any god different from me?”So saying he laughed loudly spitting derisively on the pictures (313). When he was eating butter in our house, our young daughter stopped him and dragged him away. Your boy caught hold of her and scratched her on her breasts. Can this be an act of a young boy? When he was running away from that house one girl asked him to tell his name. Your boy suddenly kissed her on her lips and ran away. Can one consider him to be a young boy? (314, 315).
Your boy entered our house on the pretext that his hand-ball fell into it. My daughter was taking bath in our court-yard. Your son ran away with the clothes of my girl. Is it proper on his part? (316). Seeing our girl your boy said, “I shall take you away secretly. Will you come with me?” “Oh! Yasoda! Is there another wonder like this (317)? When a woman was feeling sad for not giving birth to a son, your son went close to her saying, “You make me your husband! You can beget sons!” Is this an act of a young boy (318)? When a  maiden asked him not to touch her since she was in the period of her monthly cycle, while refusing to go away your son shaking his head asked her, “Where is the place where this happened”? Is it proper (319)? When your boy came near a woman to sit in her lap she asked him to be away since she was pregnant. Your son asked her to tell him the reason for her pregnancy. Will any woman tell it (320)? Seeing that our husbands went out, your son came to us to share a secret with us. He asked us to come out to play with him. Have you heard earlier of any such boy anywhere (321)?
Being tired while playing, my son slept. Your son tied the hair of his head to the tail of a calf and made it go on the streets. Is it fair  for a prince to do so much of mischief (322)? Your son caught hold of my son and made him swallow a potful of butter forcibly. My son is feeling breathless. I show him to you and if something happens to him you are held responsible (323). Your son brought a big scorpion and got a woman fast asleep, stung by it. When the woman was jumping and shouting with pain your son started laughing. Oh! Madam! Is it fair (324)? When my son and daughter-in-law were together alone your son brought a snake and threw it at them. When they were running in fear unmindful of their nakedness your son shouted ridiculing them. Please tell whether it is a good behaviour (325). When a woman bent down to collect butter after churning curd, your boy went behind her and started doing forbidden acts. Can you not teach him good behaviour (326)?
Oh! Yasoda! Expecting your boy to come to do mischief, all the Gopikas of our village kept their milk and curd safely in their houses, locked them and put seals on the locks. We were all keeping a watch on the route to be followed by him. We did not know when he entered the village. While the locks and seals were intact, we found your boy dancing in one house, singing in another house, laughing from one more house, scolding from yet another house, ridiculing us from one more house and finally making sounds of different animals and birds from yet another house. After doing all this he disappeared. We could not know as to where he went and when he went. At the end of all this, when we opened the doors of the houses we found empty pots scattered here and there (327). If you are rich you can eat sumptuously and wear clothes in plenty. But why do you allow your son to tamper with the house-holds of the poor and rejoice (328)? Oh! Mother! Your son does not allow milk and curd to remain in our houses. We contemplate to abandon the village and go elsewhere (329)”. Ignorant of the fact that all the seemingly mischievous acts of Balakrishna are benevolent gifts showered on the Gopikas out of love and affection for them, they complained to Yasoda (330).
Yasoda said to Gopikas, “My little kid sits in my lap and sucks milk from my breasts. He does not go anywhere leaving me. He does not even know the routes to go to neighbouring houses. Is it fair on your  part  to find fault with my son who is so young that he does not even know how to open his eyes completely (331)? This boy does not know anything else. He plays alone with himself. Our boy is very good. You are all mothers! You are blessed with good qualities! You are the most handsome among the women of all the three Lokas! I pray! Please do not throw blame on my boy! (332)”. So saying Yasoda sent away the Gopikas after convincing them about her boy`s innocence. But she could no rebuke her boy (333). Krishna was afraid when the Gopikas narrated all his mischievous deeds to his mother. He kept silent as a cool-headed, peace-loving fellow full of innocence. Devoid of any expression on his face he was playing resting his head on his mother`s breasts (334).
12. A Description of Mud-Eating and Display of Viswarupa by Krishna
Afterwards Balarama and other Gopabalakas brought Krishna to Yasoda and reported that he ate mud. Yasoda caught hold of Krihna`s hand and said,“Oh! My dearest! Your brother and other friends are reporting that you ate mud. Why are you doing so? Why do you not follow the morals taught by me? Is there nothing else to eat in the house (335,336)?” When the innocent mother asked those questions, the clever boy replied, “Mother! Am I mad or mischievous or too childish to eat mud? Do not believe the words of those boys who complained against me to be true. In order to get me beaten by you they hatched up this plan. If you have no faith in my words, test by feeling the smell of my mouth. If what I said is not true you can punish me (337, 338).”By saying such soft words he removed the anxiety from his mother`s mind.  
Krishna, the lord of all the Lokas, having taken birth as a human being in a playful way, opened his mouth and showed it to his mother. Yasoda saw in the mouth of the youngster oceans, mountains and forests along with the earth as a sphere. She saw further fire, sun, moon and the eight Dikpalakas, among others, constituting the entire gamut of objects in the universe (340). Yasoda felt in retrospect that what she saw was one of the greatest wonders. She thought within herself, “Is what I saw a dream or a myth enacted by the lord? Does the event contain any inner meaning? Is it a reality? Everything seems to be beyond my comprehension. Am I Yasoda? Is the place where I stand, my house? Imagine how tiny is the boy? What an astonishment it is to find the entire universe effulgent in his mouth? What is the reason for it (341,342)? How can the entire universe get embedded in the mouth of a small boy? He appears like a tender boy. In absolute reality he must be the all-pervading lord Vishnu (343)”. 
She came to the conclusion that to redeem herself from all sorrows, she had to take resort in the pivotal personality of the entire universe, lord Vishnu, through whom she got startled by the experience of Viswarupa (344,345). She thought, “My husband, myself, the entire group of Gopagopikas and even the cows here are under the mistaken feeling that Krishna is a mere boy and failed to recognize him as the lord of all (346).” Having observed that Yasoda was considering him to be god. He made her mind get covered once again by the veil of Maya (347).

Suka said, “Oh! King Parikshit! Under the influence of Maya, Yasoda got back the maternal love for the boy oblivious of the fact that he was the lord himself. Considering once again Krishna as her son, she started caressing him by making him sit in her lap (348).“ Having heard that, the king said, "Oh! Sage Suka! You experienced bliss by drinking the nectar of the story of Krishna! What an amassment of virtue was made by Yasoda in her past births to get the good fortune of breast-feeding the lord of the universe! What a penance Nanda did to bring up lord Hari as his son (349,350)! By a mere writing of books on the lord with devotion, the poets get eligibility to attain the fortune of salvation. If that is so, to which exalted heights, the parents blessed by giving birth to the lord and bringing him up, are elevated (351)?”
13. An Account of Past Births of Yasoda and Nanda
Having heard those words sage Suka narrated the following to the king :-“Oh! King! Please listen to what I narrate. One by name Drona was important among Vasuvus. Dhara was the name of his wife. Lord Brahma ordered them both to take birth on earth. They were prepared to do so if they were blessed with the good fortune of serving the lord of the universe, Vishnu. Their wish was granted. Accordingly Drona was born as Nanda and Dharma as Yasoda. The enemy of demons, lord Vishnu, accepting the words of Brahma, had this couple as his parents and respected them with devotion and happiness (352,353).
14. Krishna Breaking a Curd-Pot and Yasoda Catching Hold of Him

One day all the youngsters in Yasoda`s house were sent away with the cows. She kept a pot on a support  near the stick meant for churning curd. She poured shining creamy curd into the pot. She tied a rope to the stick converting it into a stirrer and started churning the curd (354). The red colour of Yasoda`s palms permeated to the rope used for churning and made it shine like a branch of a tender coral creeper. The rhythmic pulling by Yasoda of the rope used for churning made her breasts swing, touching each other and getting separated. The slipping down of her sari from her shoulder below her breasts exposed her necklaces entangled with one another. Her face smeared with droplets of sweat looked more beautiful than a lotus with drops of due on it. While her thin waist was undergoing a swirling motion, the bangles on her hands produced a twinkling noise. Due to the knot of her hair getting loosened the dazzling of her earrings could be seen. Yasoda`s humming of a song addressed to Krishna was so melodious that it seemed to have made the trees around blossom with tender leaves. This was how Yasoda was churning the curd (355). 
Baby Krishna was doing mischief during that time by moving around his mother, reclining on her in between and pulling her sari. While jumping up and down and pestering his mother to come near him to breast-feed him, he caught hold of the churning stick to interrupt the churning process (356, 357). Amused by her dear baby`s action, beautiful-eyed Yasoda took him near her, made him sit in her lap and started breast-feeding him fondling his hair affectionately. He started suckling milk by putting his head close to his mother`s chest (358). During this process Yasoda noticed milk overflowing from a vessel kept on fire. She interrupted the feeding, kept the partially-fed boy down and went to take the milk-vessel away from the flame. Angered by the interruption in his feeding, the boy broke the pot containing the curd by throwing a sharp stone and started gulping the butter from the spilt curd, shedding from his eyes pretended false tears (359).
After keeping the milk vessel on the floor she came back to see the broken pieces of the curd-pot. Having come to know that her mischievous son ate butter, she felt amused and started searching for him. After running away from his house he entered some other house. Yasoda found him getting up on a grinding stone, collecting butter and giving it to a  monkey (360, 361). She held a cane in hand and threatened him saying, “My dear boy! You became complacent since nobody till now could catch you doing mischief, punish you, oppose you and threaten you. Hence you paid no heed to my word and became carefree.  Let me see how you can escape today from punishment! (362)”. Making such an effort to control Krishna`s mischief, she was having the following thoughts within herself :-
“If I try to rationalize his behaviour by the thought that he is very young, there is no grown-up person more mature than him. If I try to be angry with him to control him, the thought that he is my only child born after a long waiting comes to my mind. If I try to threaten him to make him learn good behaviour, he exhibits good behavior on his own. If I attempt to keep him at home shielding him from things happening around, there is no place which he has not visited and seen. If he is seen doing mischief he has no tendency to run away. He is least frightened by events experienced by him. He does not sit stable at a single place even for a short while and taunts all people he comes across. How am I to catch hold of him and teach him a lesson (363,364)?”  
The outcome of these thoughts was that she concluded that too much of pampering would spoil a child.  Punishing the children occasionally would make them learn good habits. She thought that corporal punishment would be the best remedy to set right children (365,366). Having decided so, she started swinging the cane in her hand and went near him shouting to make him abstain from doing mischief. Krishna pretending to be frightened, stopped doing mischief and jumped down quickly from the grinding stone (367). With the anklets tied to his legs making a tinkling noise, he abstained from springing up and started running fast away from his approaching  mother while the Gopikas around  were enjoying the scene. She was running after the boy in the front yard warning him to stop, got tired and bent due to her thin waist and the heaviness of her breasts. Her fast movement got the knot of her hair, dangling behind her, loosened and she was sweating profusely with her sari slipping down from her shoulder. Thus Yasoda was trying to catch hold of the lord in the form of a playful boy, an attempt proved unsuccessful even for the elevated minds of great ascetics (368, 369, 370).
When the pillars obstructed his movement he ran here and there to prevent himself from being caught. He started weeping in advance saying, “I do not steal anymore! Excuse me for this time!”He pretended to weep rubbing his eyes smearing the face with the black colour applied to his eyes earliers for beautification. He was frequently turning his face sideward’s with slanting looks, not knowing from which direction his mother would come to catch hold of him. Running behind and chasing him she could catch hold of him at last saying, “The tiny thief of butter is caught!”  
Her mind was never inclined to beat the boy out of anger. Instead, Yasoda, as delicate as a flower, was swayed by kindness towards the boy, and decided instead to tie him down (371,372). She said sarcastically to Krishna, “Who is the one caught? Is he not the great Sri Krishna? He is so innocent that he has not seen butter at all till now and does not know at all what he is stealing! Is there someone on this earth better behaved than this boy (373,374)? You think that you cannot be caught by anyone who attempts to catch you. If I am determined to catch you, do you think it to be difficult for me? People say that you cannot be caught. Is it possible for anyone other than me to catch you? (375). Son! You roam about everywhere. You do not remain stable at a single place. Is there any order in your behaviour? If I am not attentive you play many tricks and run away (376).You run into water unhesitatingly and fearlessly. You attempt to lift stones least bothered about the heaviness of the load. You never stop playing with mud and get smeared by it. You try to uproot even very high pillars. You are ready to beg others even for trivial things. You cause quarrels in the surrounding areas. You never hesitate to erect obstacles to streams of flowing water. You act as an old man and do mischief through monkey-tricks. You run around naked. My son! Why do you indulge in such mischievous acts? You behave erratically unmindful of the surroundings simply because you think that I am incapable of controlling you (377)” .
15. A Description of Krishna Getting Fastened to a Pounding Stone and Uprooting of                
     Yamalarjuna Trees

Gopala, having a pearl as an ornament on his fore-head, pretending to be astonished, adept in stealing butter as a playful event and fluent in talking amusingly, was tied to a pounding stone by Yasoda after she spoke those words (378,379). Oh! King Parikshit! Being always under the control of his devotees, he looked cheerful even after being fastened. In spite of getting tied he appeared majestic like a haughty baby-elephant being fastened to a pole (380).  
Lord Narayana is devoid of inside, outside, beginning, middle and end. He encompasses all these attributes of the universe in himself. Is it possible, for one who is not a staunch devotee of him, to tie him (381)? Yasoda fastened the little boy under the firm conviction that he was one like other mundane boys. If she were to know that her boy`s belly was the abode of several universes, how could she dare to tie him down (382)? The lord who could not be caught in the embrace of goddess Lakshmi, nor in the hearts of Yogis like Sanaka and in Vedic literature allowed himself to be captured playfully by getting fastened to a pounding stone in the hands of his mother (383).
Having got control of the cute little Krishna, Yasoda attempted to fasten his belly tightly to the pounding stone by skillfully encircling his waist with a rope. The rope was found to be short by about two inches. She then joined another rope to the first one and the combination was still found to be inadequate. She attached yet another rope and still found the total length to be insufficient for the purpose (384). Even after joining all the ropes available in her house the gap in encircling the belly of Krishna remained the same. Is it possible to fasten the belly of the lord which contains the entire universe in it (385)? Seeing that miracle Yasoda and the Gopikas were astonished. Krishna observed with pity his mother struggling to do the impossible of fastening him. She was sweating profusely all over the body with her sari slipping down from her shoulder and  the knot of her hair on her back getting loosened with flowers in it falling down (386, 387). Oh! King! The lord, adept in redeeming the bondage of life, saw his mother struggling to bind him. Being submissive to those whom he loves, he surrendered to be caught by the  bond held by his mother (388). Even  Siva who moves with lord Mahayana as a close friend, goddess Lakshmi seated on the chest of the lord and Brahma boastful as the son of the lord could not get from  him  the sort of grace which that lady belonging to the Gopikas got (389). Can the submissiveness of the lord, achieved by his staunch devotees, be achieved even by those well-versed in Jnana Yoga, or by ascetics or  by those liberal in donating things to others (390)? 
Having fastened Krishna, Yasoda got immersed in her routine house-hold work. In the meanwhile Krishna noticed two Yamalarjuna (Maddi) trees in the court-yard of their house and dragged near them the pounding stone to which he was  tied.Two Yakshas by names,Nalakubara and Manigriva took the shape of those trees due to a curse by sage Narada.On hearing this account king Parikshit said to sage Suka ,“Oh! Sage Suka! The object of worship of all Yogis!! Why did Narada impose the curse on them? What was the sin committed by the Yakshas to get inflicted by the curse (391,392)? Please narrate! I listen to you!” Then sage Suka said to Parikshit, “Long ago Nalakubara and Manigriva, being sons of Kubera, and servants of lord Siva were feeling proud. On the silver hill of lord Siva they were roaming about in the gardens along with their lovers. They were enjoying playing in the beautiful waters of the Ganges of the heavens like intoxicated male elephants playing with their females. In the meanwhile Narada was passing by. Seeing Narada the women quickly wore their clothes while the men remained naked being in an inebriated condition. Seeing the happening, Narada inflicted a curse on those men uttering it in the form of a song which became famous subsequently (393). Please listen!
A rich man  does not care for others. He is selfish thinking only about himself and his family. His attitude is always to trouble others. A poor man, on the other hand, faces hardship under dire poverty. In spite of this he does not trouble others considering them to be fellow-human beings. This is the order of the world. Consequently the best conceivable remedy for the rich is to get poverty inflicted on them (394). Having sung this song Narada thought as follows within himself: “The feeling that they are sons of a rich man makes them indifferent to others. This is more so when they are in the presence of their sweet-hearts. Even in their wildest dreams they have no consideration for others. It is appropriate that their haughtiness is removed to pave the way for good behaviour (395, 396)”. 
Having thought so the extra-ordinarily knowledgeable Narada said as follows to Nalakubara and Manigriva, “Since you are conceited because of wealth and lust for women, stay on earth for hundred years as Yamalarjuna ( Maddi ) trees. Afterwards you get salvation through the touch of the lotus feet of  lord Giovinda. By getting such a redemption you become devotees of lord Narayana with a flair for good behaviour and enter the heaven, this is going to be the outcome of my words (397, 398)” .
Having said so Narada departed for the abode of Narayana.The two became a pair of Maddi trees. Since Narada is one among the greatest devotees of the lord, Krishna decided to follow his words (399).The mischievous Krishna decided to uproot the pair of Maddi trees. Without any further delay he dragged in a flash the pounding stone to the trees (400). He was endowed with great strength which enabled him to impart a forceful swing to the rope with which he was fastened to the pounding stone. It made the stone turn lateral from a longitudinal position. He then moved forward in between the two trees dragging the pounding stone in that position (401). 
That resulted in the uprooting of the pair of trees which fell on the ground generating a fearful noise with broken branches. Thus a belated redemption of the curse inflicted by Narada took place (402). From the Maddi trees so uprooted manifested two celestial Sidhas like flames emerging out with dazzling effulgence propagated towards all directions. They bowed and prayed to the boy, the saviour of all his devotees, with folded hands and uttered the following words (403). 
“Oh! Krishna! Who says that you are a mere boy? You are the supreme creator! There is none on whom you are dependent! You are a great Yogi! You are primordial to all! The wise say that the whole universe spreading over the entire gamut of micro- to macro-states of matter is your playful form (404)! You are the ruler of all living beings, their impulses from the sense-organs, and their very lives. You are the embodiment of nature and of what all great emerges from nature. Untouched by all these you exhibit your authority over them. You are immune and impervious to the states of human mind and intellect since you were existing even prior to them. Can one who is subjected to these transient states meditate and concentrate on you since you transcended all of them? You are devoid of all Gunas and hence you are a Gunatita.You are concealed only by the Gunas originating from you. None who takes the shape of the mundane human form is comparable to the grandeur of your Avataras.The shapes of the humans are different from yours. They take birth originating from your radiance and hence you are inaccessible to them. 
Being endowed with these qualities you are being worshipped by us (405). Oh! Akhileswara! You took the forms of different Avataras to create and protect all the worlds! Yogis worship you as their god. You cause good to the entire universe. Oh!Vasudeva! You are being praised by poets. All auspicious events originate from you (406). The words of great sage Narada were substantiated. His curse inflicted on us enabled us to see you. We prayed all these years to get the good fortune of seeing you. The wish is fulfilled now! Friend of devotees! Kindly accept us as your worshippers (407). Oh! Lord with eyes comparable to the petals of a lotus! Grant us ears which listen to compositions in praise of you. Grant us speech which describes your greatness. Grant us hands which enable us to do your work. Grant us eye-sight which enables us to see you. Grant us heads which prostrate at your feet. Grant us thoughts intended to serve you. Grant us intellect which concentrates on you. Please grant all these bestowing on us your grace (408).”
Seeing the Yakshas who were praising him, the lord who was fastened to the pounding stone said the following words: “Those who do not forsake their duties and consider fellow-human beings as equals get a cleavage of their bondage on seeing me like pitch darkness vanishing with sun-rise (409, 410).You are able to see me consequent upon the words of the kind-hearted Narada.You are redeemed, got awakened and devotion for me is kindled in you (411).You can go to your abodes now”. Obeying the orders of the lord Nalakubara and Manigriva paid obeisance to Krishna profusely and left northwards. 

In the meanwhile Nanda and other Gopakas heard the noise of uprooting and falling down of the trees. They felt it to be the sound of a thunder, got frightened and came to the spot to see (412).They thought as follows :- 

“When the trees fell down, how did the boy, in spite of being tied to a pounding stone, survive? What type of boy is this? He does not weep nor does he get frightened (413). How did the trees fall on the ground? There was no thunder nor was there a strong gale. There is no evidence of any one felling them. The boy is too young to uproot them on his own (414).While several who gathered there were making conjectures about several possibilities leading to the event, the boys present there said,“Listen! Nanda`s son first entered into the space between the two trees. Then he made the pounding stone turn horizontal and dragged it forward. The trees got uprooted and fell down making a huge noise. Then we saw two persons (415,416)” . Some doubted the version of the boys as false while others expressed their disbelief in several ways. Nanda with a brightened face loosened the knot of the rope which bound Krishna to the stone. 
The mischievous Krishna wanted none to know about his behaviour in the event and tried to hide his superhuman powers (417). He sang innocently. He danced like a mechanical doll moving his hands to the accompaniment of the rhythmic clapping of the Gopikas. He stared at people with innocent looks. He laughed merrily and mingled with the other boys. He did obediently work ordered by elders. He played hide and seek and got playfully smeared with mud (418).
Sage Suka said,“Oh!King! In an attempt to make Krishna drink milk, one day Yasoda told him that his hair would grow well if milk was drunk by him. After drinking milk he stretched his locks of hair to show to his mother playfully and cleverly saying that there was no further growth of hair (419). Holding a stick in hand Krishna saw his image in a vessel containing water. Taking the vessel to his mother, he told that a boy holding a stick  came there to beat him (420). Seeing a weeping Krisna, Yasoda said  that if weeping was not stopped beggars would catch hold of him, put him in their begging bowl take him away and beat him. Seeing a beggar he would look at his mother and pretend that he was frightened (421).   
16. Nanda and Others Migrating to Brindavan
Thus, Krishna was giving entertainment through his disguised child-hood pranks. One day Nanda and other elderly Gopakas assembled in an isolated big garden to discuss about the various dangerous events which took place till then and the way baby Krishna escaped from them. During the meeting a senior Gopaka by name Upananda had a flash in his mind and said the following words (422) :-“Oh! Gopakas! Is this a place worth living for human beings? To harm our Krishna a demon breast-fed him. A hurricane capable of carrying even stones with it blew across the place. Huge thick trees fell on him. He escaped all those dangers through the grace of lord Kesava.We stayed enough here and let us migrate to some other place. Are you listening to what I say (423)? Brindavan is the best place to reside. There is plenty of fodder there for cows. It is a beautiful place with hills, rivers, trees and creepers. Let us migrate to Brindavan! (424).”
The respected and elderly Gopakas consented to the proposal of Upananda. In a methodical way the cattle were sent away first quickly to Brindavan. Immediately behind them, as a protection to the cattle, the carts carrying children, women and elders followed. Adjacent to them the Gopakas with armours, bows and arrows walked. Behind the carts, trumpets and other instruments were blown accompanied by revered scholars well versed in vedic rituals. The remaining residents of the place followed them. Thus the entire population in several clusters started for sacred Brindavan with a brimming enthusiasm (425).The Gopikas smeared their bodies with turmeric powder, bathed, applied saffron powder to their chests, wore dazzling garments, applied designs of saffron artistically to their fore-heads and kept garlands of flowers as decorations to the tufts of their hair dangling behind their heads. The effulgence of their golden necklaces propagated to their chests. Being seated in the carts they were singing melodiously with nice voices songs on lord Hari (426). Being seated in the same chariot, Rohini and Yasoda had Balarama and Krishna before them during the journey enjoying their playfulness with completely satiated desires.   The population of Gokula thus entered Brindavan.They kept their vehicles in a semi-circular formation releasing the cows in the middle and settled down in the new place (427).Thus Balarama and Krishna entered happily the sacred Brindavan, the abode of the river Kalindi and the protector of all ascetics (428). 
Sometime after settling down in Brindavan, Balarama and Krishna got acquainted with boys of their age-group and were happily grazing the cattle there with them (429).They used to play on the flute. They used to jump enthusiastically wearing different attires. They used to make effigies of bulls with big rugs, call them as enemy-bulls and fight with them. They used to make dolls by stuffing clothes and used to kick them violently causing noise from the chains of tiny bells tied to their ankles. Betting, they used to skillfully aim at hitting clusters of fruits with stones. Imitating sounds of wild animals they used to attempt to catch them deceitfully when they came near. They used to enter lakes full of lotuses and play sprinkling water mutually. Thus the princes indulged in boy-hood playfulness (430).They used to fight among themselves in make-believe battles pretending to hit each other. They used to enter fearlessly into beautiful new places, slide from huge rocks  and excel each other in skilful manoeuvres (431). One day  the princes were feeding calves along with Gopabalikas. A demon came there to kill the princes and assumed the form of a calf (432). 
 17. Slaying of Vatsasura and Bakasura  
The demon got mingled with the other calves as a calf, licked the necks of other calves and behaved as if he was the best among all the calves. He was going behind Krishna as a calf like the lord following his devotees (433). Having detected the demon to be in the form of a calf, Krishna told about it to Balarama. Krishna said approaching the calf-shaped demon, “This is a very good as a calf calf and see how good-looking it is!” So saying he caught hold of the legs and tail of the calf tightly, lifted it up and smashed against the trunk of a tree. The calf being crushed died after severe convulsions. The Gopabalakas shouted together in happiness (434,435). Thus the demon, being smashed, fell down along with the tree against which he was dashed. The Gopabalakas saw the dead demon and threw their rugs up, jumped, clapped in jubilation and praised Krishna`s valour (436, 437). The Devatas showered flowers from heaven. Sage Suka said, “Oh! King Parikshit! Lord Krishna took birth to protect all the worlds with the same level of affection with which a cow protects its calf. The lord who protects his devotees as his own children and feeds the calves with love did not hesitate to kill Vatsasura who was wicked (438, 439)”. 
One day the Gopabalakas  came early morning  to the forest with their calves. The day being hot made them thirsty and their calves appeared worn out due to  intense thirst. They took their cattle to a lake  free from  turbulence and made them drink water there. They quenched their thirst also, turned back and were about to leave the lake (440). Then those virtuous boys saw a fearful stork, Bakasura. He was standing like a mountain-peak felled to the ground, the wings being cut by Indra’s weapon. He was waiting there with frightening eyes to kill Krishna (441).The boys got astonished at his immense height and were staring at him. He relinquished all activities, kept his concentration undisturbed, left all other desires like an ascetic, stood in the forest focussing his attention only on Krishna behaving thereby exactly like a Tapaswi (442,443). He thus created a base for him in the water. He sprang up, shook his beak, unfolded his wings suddenly, lifted the legs and flew into the sky making frightful sounds. The trees in the neighborhood were uprooted by the gale generated by his wings. The demon, Bakasura, snatched the tolerant and patient Krishna with his beak and swallowed him (444,445).
Oh! King! The universes which are all in his proximity are being swallowed and regenerated by the lord playfully with joy. Such a lord mischievously allowed himself to be devoured by Bakasura being fully conscious of what was happening (446). Not being able to find Krishna eaten away by the demon, Balarama and other Gopabalakas became terrified and action-less like lifeless sense organs (446). Being thus swallowed, the young Krishna  did not go beyond the throat of the demon. He generated a big conflagration from the throat and the jaws of the demon. Like a ball of fire he blocked the throat of Bakasura. Complaining that the unconquerable lord, father of lord Brahma being endowed with  great powers could not be swallowed, Bakasura vomited out  the boy making the entire universe rejoice (449).Thus throwing out Krishna and making a  huge noice, the demon attempted to kill him by piercing his beak through him. Krishna grasped the two out-stretched parts of the beak of the attacking demon with his two hands and tore it off like tearing a straw longitudinally (450).

The gods from heaven showered a variety of flowers in jubilation generating divine sounds from the skies. Balarama and other Gopabalakas heaved a sigh of relief regaining movement of their limbs like dead sense-organs being restored to life. Seeing their Krishna back they embraced him. Together they all collected their calves and reached their homes safely. Hearing the details of the event being narrated by them, the Gopagopikas were bewildered and said, “Consecutive dangers threatened the boy and passed off harmlessly. All the wicked attacking the boy perished like locusts falling into fire (451, 452)”. Balarama, Krishna and other Gopabalakas used to play several games while grazing the calves. Assuming themselves to be monkeys building a bridge on a sea, they used to block the flow of canals. They used to say, “Let us be ascetics doing penance “and pretend like Munis without uttering a word. Considering themselves to be Gandharvas they used to start singing. Assuming that they were Apsaras, they used to dance wearing female attires. They used to say, “We are Asuras and Suras,” divide themselves into two groups and churn water with hands in ponds. Thus the other Gopabalakas imitated what was done by Balarama and Krishna (453, 454).
18. Krishna Going with Gopakas for a Forest-Meal
One day Balarama and Krishna  had a desire to have a forest-meal along with a few Gopabalakas.They got up early and  quickly brought their calves out. They blew decorated horn-trumpets and woke up the other Gopabalakas who hung containers of items of forest-meal to both ends of bamboo-levers and had them balanced on their shoulders for carrying. They packed other miscellaneous eatables prepared by their mothers. They wore their chappals and carried  sticks in their hands. They started moving forward a large number of their calves which were difficult to be counted. Gasping for breath caused by fast running they reached the forest. In spite of wearing costly golden jewellery they had flowers, tender leaves and  small fruits as additional ornaments. They blew horn-trumpets, played on their flutes, sang making humming noise with black carpenter-beetles, danced with peacocks, made sounds imitating cuckoos, parrots  and other birds, ran along with the moving shadows of flying birds, crossing fast-flowing streams, walked along with swans imitating them, stood on one leg along with storks, chased some other varieties of birds till they were tired, bathed in river waters, swang on natural cradles formed by creepers, played hide-and-seek games in holes, contested in running races for long distances, climbed trees along with monkeys, relished the taste of fruits by eating them, made long jumps, enjoying the movement of their shadows, quarrelled among themselves, shouted with joy, ran, slipped,fell down  and played several other games (455).  
One of the boys took away the meal packet of another by force and kept it at a secret place. A third boy cheated the one who took the packet and snatched it away. A fourth boy took it and returned to the first boy (456). Finding a boy walking absent-minded, another came from behind and shouted to scare him. A third fellow came to close the eyes of a boy from behind while a fourth fellow laughed enjoying it (457). A sweet item was snatched away from the hand of one boy by another. A third fellow pulled it away ran here and there among the calves avoiding the return of the item, causing thereby anger to the boy who lost it (458). Oh! King! Seeing Krishna walking farther away, two boys had a bet as to who among them would touch Krishna first. They ran and the one who touched Krishna looked at the one who could not and laughed (459)” .

Sage Suka said, “Even the great ascetics fail even to see the dust touching the lotus feet of the lord. The Gopabalakas played mingling with such a lord, embraced him, had their hands on the lord`s shoulders, kicked him, hit him with their fists, made fun of him falling on his body, playing and loving him. Is it possible for anyone to describe how fortunate the Gopabalikas were (460, 461)?  

The lord is an embodiment of unending and uninterrupted happiness to Yogis and an object of worship to his devotees. Such a lord appeared as a mere boy to the simple Gopabalakas and they could get his companionship.Can one find anywhere else such pious people (462)”? In addition sage Suka said, “After sometime, one by name Aghasura, a brother of Bakasura, came out to kill Krishna, the killer of his brother. His aim was to kill the companions of Krishna also. He was both proud and angry. Devtas were afraid of Aghasura in spite of the fact that they became immortal consequent upon drinking of nectar. They were waiting for the death of Aghasura who was a servant of Kamsa and was sent by him to kill Krishna (463, 464, 465)”. Aghasura thought within himself, “Balarama and Krishna are the pivotal figures of the Gopabalakas. To wreak vengeance on my brother`s death, if these two boys are killed their companions are as good as killed (466) “. Having decided to kill Krishna, Aghasura assumed the form of a terrifying python. It was one yojana broad, as long as a huge mountain, with pangs transcending mountain peaks, with lips like black clouds, the upper one appearing to touch the sky and with cavities between adjacent pangs appearing like huge caves full of pitch darkness. Fire was exuding from its eyes. Its inhalation and exhalation functioned as sources of heat. It was lying on the ground spreading its tongues (467).The vicious demon was waiting on the way to swallow Krishna along with calves and Gopabalakas (468). 
At that time the Gopabalakas said the following words among themselves showing the huge python to each other :-“See! A wild-python with body as a mountain is lying there! It is hissing fearfully throwing out hot breath! Intense terrifying heat was coming out from its out-stretched tongues! It is waiting to swallow us and hence it is lying there on the centre of our path! (469,470,471). Why should we be afraid of the snake when we have with us Krishna, who killed Bakasura? Come! Let us cross it! If it swallows us with evil intentions it also dies like Bakasura”. So saying they were going forward unhindered seeing Krishna, holding each other`s hands and laughing (472).
Then Krishna thought within himself, “The boys were ignorant of the fact that this is not an ordinary snake but a great demon. They had a strong faith that I am there to protect them and are facing the snake confidently”. Krishna was angry with the demon. He entered the fearful mouth of the snake along with the boys and their calves (473, 474).The demon opened his mouth with the intention of swallowing all of them. Accordingly, he took all of them inside his mouth through his tongue throwing out flames comparable to the fearful flames which engulf the entire creation. Even the Devatas in heaven saw the swallowing and got terrified. The minds of the Gopabalakas were always centered round Krishna. They were very young and not strong enough physically. While carrying a load, they surrendered themselves to Krishna and that act gave them a lot of confidence (476).Thus seeing his companions being swallowed by the huge serpent, Krishna thought as follows within himself :-“The Gopikas would expect as usual that their boys and the calves would return running. They would wonder as to why their sons were not coming back that day? They would ponder as to what happened to them? What answer am I to give them? Why did destiny send them into the mouth of this serpent? Why would it always cause such cruel acts (478)?” While the demons were gloating over the event, the Devtas were shocked and begged the lord to save the boys.
Having thought of saving the boys, the lord with eyes lotus-shaped, capable of perceiving all events and of redeeming the mishaps of his devotees, entered into the mouth of the python along with the boys being swallowed by it. The serpent scattered the boys and the calves through its tongues and was trying to devour all of them peace-meal. The lord stopped near the throat of the serpent and increased the size of his body blocking it from swallowing and inhaling. When breathing was hindered, its body got swollen with air inside not getting an outlet, leading to the death of the serpent by a rupture of its body near its head making a loud noise (480). Krishna brought out and saved the Gopabalakas and the calves from the body of the cruel serpent showering his grace on them. 
The disentanglement of himself, the boys and the calves from the mouth of the python was comparable to the coming out of the moon and the stars on a cloudy sky getting freed from dark clouds (481).When the lord in the form of  the small-sized Vamana could  expand his body permeating the entire universe for the sake of the selfish Devatas against that magnanimous emperor Bali, is it a wonder if he magnifies his body to save the innocent Gopabalikas from the clutches of a cruel serpent (482)?Then an extra-ordinarily effulgent light emerged from the caricature of the huge serpent illuminating all corners of the globe spreading rapidly to the sky and ultimately merging with the body of lord Krishna terrifying the boys and the calves. 
The vicious snake could get sanctified by its getting killed through the touch of the lord (483).When lord Hari merges within himself even the most sinful person uttering the lord`s name even once, is it a wonder if he takes inside himself the demon who swallowed him (484)? To celebrate the event Devatas showered flowers, Rambha and others danced in joy, Gandharvas sang in jubilation, sounds of thunder generated by clouds resembled the notes of a percussion instrument, Mridanga and Sidhas spoke in praise of Krishna (485).The head of Devatas, Brahma  who had his birth from a lotus, came down happily to earth hearing those shouts of victory to the lord, music from instruments and songs. He was astonished to find a young boy saving calves and his companions, about to be killed by a huge serpent (486). 
The caricature of the python got dried after a few days and functioned as a cave meant for playing of the Gopabalakas.The event of killing of Aghasura and rescuing of Gopabalakas took place when Krishna was five years old. But the Gopabalakas thought that the incident occurred at the sixth year of the lord. After the sage narrated this to king Parikshit, the latter said,”Oh! Sage! First five-year period in one`s life is known as Kaumara and the subsequent five years are known as Pauganda.You said that the Gopabalakas  thought that the history of Krishna belonging to Kaumara  belonged to Pauganda. How is this possible? How can the Gopabalakas think that way? Is it possible for anyone to consider work done last year to be work done today? Please tell me about this in detail.”Then Suka Yogi could see with Yogic insight. He meditated for some time. He said, “Oh! King! What you asked in humility will be of great help for the disciples of future. The elders think that what you asked was a great secret (487, 488). 
News about sweet-heart is attractive to the lover, no matter whenever it is narrated. So is the case with the news about lord Hari to his devotees who love the lord the most (489). Krishna thus rescued the calves and Gopabalakas considered to be killed by Aghasura and went forward along with them (490)”. Then Krishna saw a lake. It was full with clear, deep transparent water. It was covered with blossomed lotuses and red lilys. Delighted and intoxicated by the fragrance of these flowers, pairs of Bhramaras, carpenter-beetles, were hovering round them. On the waves of the lake,  swans were swimming creating turbulence and the sound so generated was melodious causing a feast to the ears. Cool breeze was causing water droplets to spread over the entire lake (491).   
19. Gopabalakas Eating Forest-Meal with Krishna
Having seen the beauty of the lake covered with lotuses, Krishna was happy. The ripples formed in the lake by a breeze in one direction were disturbed by the wind coming in the opposite direction. The skin was tickled by water droplets being carried by the breeze blowing from the lake. The banks of the lake were covered by many trees full of bunches of fruits hanging from them. The branches of the trees were subjected to a sagging by the load of the fruits although the trees were strong enough to carry the weight. On seeing vast stretches of sand-covered land under such trees, Krishna was excited and talked with his friends as follows (492) :-
“Boys! You are already tired in the hot sun. You are extremely hungry by now. Why should we delay any further? This is the best place for us to have the forest-meal. The calves drink water in this lake, graze in the grass-lands and move freely there. Let us eat happily here! (493)”.The boys agreed to Krishna`s proposal. The calves were made to drink water from the undisturbed lake and were let off in the nice grass-lands for grazing. Delicious eatables were taken out from the bundles (494).The boys sat around Krishna in circles like the petals of a lotus around the receptacle.The attention of every one was on Krishna, the central figure.
They started eating food using broad stone slabs, lotus leaves, broad grass leaves, creepers, long flowers and woven mats brought by them  as plates for eating (495). One boy had a piece of pickle in his hand to tempt others by showing it. A second boy snatched an item from neighbour’s plate swallowing it and showing that nothing was there in the mouth. A third boy made a bet and ate food sufficient for four or five boys by gulping the whole in the mouth. Yet another boy preached how to eat by sharing the items among all the friends by collecting items for him from the plates of all the other. One boy diverted attention to see Krishna laughing and ate away a sweet from another plate. One boy was smiling while the other was making others smile. Another boy was narrating events while the other was enjoying it (496).

Then Krishna tightened the cloth around his waist to pierce his flute in a slanting position. He held the horn trumpet and hand-stick without slipping in his left arm-pit. He held a ball of rice mixed with creamy curd in one hand while the pickle, brought in large quantity by pestering mothers at home, was kept in between the fingers of the other hand. He sat in the centre of the circle of his friends whom he was entertaining through his jokes. He is in reality Hari, the lord who accepts the offerings in all Yajnas.The Devtas were astonished to find such a lord eating cold food items ravelling in child-hood pranks (497, 498).In the meanwhile the calves were grazing entering into thick greeneries and went deep into the dense forest. To the Gopabalakas agitated for not locating their cattle, Krishna said (499), “Boys! Listen! The calves engrossed in enthusiastically grazing went deep into the forest. We do not know where they trespassed and what happened to them. We do not know whether they got into danger through wild animals. I go, search and bring them back. You eat your food without agony!”(500). 
20. Brahma Making Calves and Gopabalakas Disappear  
So saying, Krishna started to search the calves enthusiastically and went quickly deep into the forest. Long locks of his hair were extending up to his ears. The necklaces were shining. Shining golden coloured bamboo stick was in his hand. The peacock feather on his head was fluttering pleasing to the eye.The ball of rice looked prominently white in his red palm (501,502). He could locate traces of the movement of the calves. He thought to himself as follows :- “Here they grazed. Here they drank water and here they started again. Here they all collected as a group. From here the group got separated (503, 504)” . Krishna started searching the calves without hesitation. He searched for them in grass bushes located in deep forest, in groups of trees which were abodes for wild animals, behind the trees, above the mountains and near lakes and rivers (505). 
Lord Brahma who came down to earth,  saw all the events here and thought as follows :-“ Krishna is a very young boy. How could he save the Gopabalakas and calves devoured by Aghasura? This is an astonishing event on the face of the earth.” Seizing the opportunity of Krishna going in search of the calves, Brahma wanted to test the magic power of the boy. Lord Brahma  had hidden at a secret place the calves grazing in the forest as well as the boys eating their meal (506, 507). Not being able to locate the calves, he came back to the lake from where he started. There he could not locate even the Gopabalakas. He concluded that somewhere some mischief took place. The lord knows the secrets of the entire universe. He could know that what happened was the mischief of lord Brahma. He suddenly turned back (508). Then Krishna thought within himself as follows :- “There was no need for Brahma to deceive the calves and the boys. And yet he did it. To deceive Brahma in turn is not a difficult act for me.Yet, where is the need to deceive him to get back the calves and the boys? Let me not do it”. The lord had a smile on his face. Deceiving and changing the course of events in the universe are a mere child`s play for Hari (509).  Krishna thought again within himself :- “Why should I tell the Gopikas that the Gopabalakas are missing? To please the Gopalakas and the Gopikas I assume the forms of the boys and calves (510)”. 
So thinking, he executed his plan. The forms of the Gopabalakas assumed by the lord were exactly identical with those of their original counterparts. There was no difference between the original boys and their replicas in terms of hands, legs, heads, waists, faces, shoulders, chests, noses, eyes, ears, teeth and other features. In addition the hand-sticks, clothes, necklaces, flutes, horn-trumpets, ornaments, size, qualities and mannerisms while speaking, were all scrupulously reproduced in the forms of the boys and calves assumed by the lord (511).  
The lord, who is an embodiment of multiple forms, manifests himself in all. Hence there is no wonder in the lord assuming the forms of those boys and calves. In fact there is no shape to him other than his omnipresence (512).The one who ordered the calves to be taken home, the boys executing the order and the calves being taken home were all the forms of the lord himself. Such a lord started back home playfully (513). 
Thus Krishna returned home in the form of Gopabalakas and calves, fastened the calves in their respective  places, entered the respective houses of the boys and played on their respective flutes (514).The parents of the boys heard the sound of the flutes. The sounds were melodious and made them happy. The mothers got up immediately, embraced their boys and kissed them. The mothers had their breasts full with milk which they fed to their boys with love and affection (515).The hearts of the mothers were brimming with happiness. They gave oil-bath to their sons with great excitement. They applied sandal-wood paste to the bodies of the boys. They decorated the boys with beautiful ornaments. They applied protective saffron-designs to their fore-heads. They gave their sons meals with all types of dishes. They treated the boys with extensive love and affection (516). The way those boys caused pleasure to their mothers earlier was repeated by these boys (517). At that time the cows on seeing their calves cried (mooed) to call  their off-springs nearer. They licked and smelt them affectionately making a humming noise. While licking the calves affectionately the cows allowed them affectionately to suckle the milk coming out in profusion (518, 519). Both Gopikas and the cows experienced enhanced motherly affection towards Krishna in the forms of their off-springs. Hari in turn exhibited excessively pure affection towards them as mothers and moved among them as a young boy (520). Love towards the Gopabalakas increased day by day for the residents of the place. The love appeared fresh every day. The love the residents had towards Krishna also increased every day as it happened earlier (521). 
Krishna spent about one year through his great magical powers by protecting himself as well as his different forms as Gopabalakas and calves. About five or six days before the completion of the first year Krishna and Balarama went to the forest and were allowing the calves brought by them to graze. Far away from there on a peak of Govardhan mountain some Gopakas were making their cows graze. These cows saw the calves (522).The cows felt happy, made a loud cry, lifted their heads up seeing around, ran fast jumping to make each combination of four legs appear as two  with raised tails and came to the calves. They started licking fast  the mouths of the calves as if they were going to swallow them and gave the calves plenty of milk to drink (523).The Gopakas grazing the cows could not stop them from running. Till now the cows never violated their orders.The present behaviour of the cows caused them anger and shame. They came behind the cows following a difficult path by crossing rocks and bushes.They saw their youngsters feeding the calves.Their anger and shame vanished (524).The Gopakas felt happy  on seeing their youngsters, lifted them, embraced them  kissed them and experienced spontaneous happiness as if they could recognize the divinity in the boys (525). Having embraced the boys  with tears of pleasure in their eyes the Gopakas left the boys and went away with the cows. 
 Seeing them Balarama thought as follows within himself (526) :-“How can there be so much of affection for Gopakas towards boys who have crossed the breast-feeding stage? Similarly, how can there be so much of love for cows towards the calves which  have grown up? This love shown by Gopakas reminds one  of the love shown by them earlier to Krishna. I also get the same feeling of love when I see these boys and calves. This is an astonishing event. I never saw such an event earlier. Is it a magic cast by men or Devatas or demons? Otherwise it can be the magic of my source of worship, lord Krishna. The magic of others cannot deceive me. This must be certainly Krishna`s magic (527). So thinking, Balarama used the divine sight gifted to him. He did not apply it earlier and hence was under the magic spell. He could know that his companions and the calves were all forms of Krishna (528). In spite of seeing all these events which happened through his divine sight, Balarama was confused. Seeing Krishna he said, “Oh! Great soul! My earlier knowledge tells me that all these calves are the forms of ascetics devoted to you and that all the Gopalakas are forms of Devatas. Now I feel that the calves and boys are undoubtedly your forms. What is this”? Then Krishna narrated the secret to Balarama out of regard he had for his elder brother. Balarama could grasp it. Thus the lord took the forms of boys and calves for one year.This is just a fraction of a second to Brahma according to his time-scale. Brahma came down to see lord Krishna in the forms of calves and boys. Having seen all this he was astonished and thought within himself as follows : - “The original calves and boys are asleep even now in my mystery cave.They have not gone anywhere. To create them once again there is none capable of doing other than me. Then who are these? How are they created? It is one year on earth since the original boys and calves vanished. Where from do all these moving with Krishna come (530)? No living being is born without creation by Brahma. The one who creates is only I and there is no other Brahma. How did Gopabalakas and calves other than those created by me come? Which Brahma created them? Is it the Parabrahma who is present in all who created them (531)? “Thus, even lord Brahma, aged and very mature with knowledge, skilled in knowing everything easily, was confused and astonished to find an answer to his queries (532). Lord Vishnu, himself being unattached to all, is skilled in making all the worlds attached to him. Brahma desired to make such a lord to succumb to attachment and in the process got himself attached (533).The light of a glow-worm gets merged with the day-light during the day. Similarly fog gets merged with darkness during the night. One, who tries to inflict a mystery on lord Vishnu, who is himself an abode of mysteries, finds the mystery ineffective and gets himself humiliated in the process (534). Brahma thought within himself, “After taking birth I became mature and knowledgable created the universe,  and spent away half of my life-span. I have not seen till now the birth of a new creation.What a wonder! Can there be so many mysteries on the earth created by me (535, 536)”?
Brahma was proud that goddess Saraswati was under his control, being his consort.The four-headed magician, Brahma became submissive maintaining a low keel and started thinking about various possibilities leading to the present events. So contemplating, he looked at the Gopabalakas. All had a cloudy blue complexion. All looked beautiful wearing necklaces, earrings, crowns and garlands of exotic flowers. Each had a Srivatsa mole on the chest, fortune-promoting ornaments on the hands, tinkling anklets, golden bracelets, a golden ornament around the waist, garlands of Tulasi leaves from  top to bottom, shining golden rings embedded with precious stones on the fingers. Each had four hands having a conch, a Chakra, a mace and a lotus respectively in the four hands. They wore golden coloured silk clothes. Each had a pleasant, cool and attractive smile.They had grace exuding from their eyes.They were as effulgent as countless number of suns.They appeared to be embodiments of unending bliss and happiness.They were endowed with Sidhis and exquisite qualities.They had an exterior indicating all pervading universality. They appeared to be replicas of the form of Nrayana  coupled with Lakshmi.They had assumed  forms of living beings from Brahma to  all Charchara Jeevarasis, all types of sidhis, powers such as Maya, twenty four Tatvas, unision of Trigunas, Marapu, Karana, Samskara, Kama,Karma and other qualities.They are dancing, singing and giving other modes of entertainment to serve those boys by remaining under their control.These Viswarupas were not understood even by those who were well-versed in Vedanta. Brahma saw such effulgent forms and thought as follows (537) :-
“I have been observing the boys who escaped from my plan of action.They appear to be full of effulgence. This brilliance looks like a huge flow obstructing even my eye-sight to go near it. My ability to see appears to be incompetent to fathom this radiance. What is the basis for all this? What am I to do now? What a wonder! Even the creator got deceived (538)! “The spectacle seemed intolerable to all the sense organs of Brahma and he got exhausted. The lord is responsible for the entire creation. The radiance which originated from him caused a brilliant creation. Brahma is after-all a part of this effulgence and hence feels incompetent to fathom it . He was made ecstatic and his sense-organs became inoperative. Brahma got bewildered and action-less like a mere inanimate sketch (539, 540).
Then the lord saw Brahma.The almighty transcends the knowledge of Vedanta and the different forms of Maya.The lord rejoices in his self-effulgence. He found Brahma bewildered at his all-pervading Viswarupa (541).The four-headed Brahma, being childish, was under the grip of conceit conscious of his status as a creator. He was immersed in ignorance. He came to test the greatness of the lord, over-estimating his competence to do so. Adept in playfulness both in enacting and making others act, the lord took pity on Brahma and removed the knots of his Maya and made all his playful forms vanish then and there (542). 

In the meanwhile the eight-eyed Brahma, the senior-most among Devtas regained consciousness like a dead man coming back to life. He tested the movement of his organs, got strength to open his eyes, saw above, below and in all directions and perceived Brindavan. It was a place blessed with the presence of the lord which made men, birds and animals live there devoid of their instinctive fights and rivalries. The residents of the place were free from the mundane qualities of Kama, Krodha, Lobha, Mada and Matsarya. He finally saw lord Krishna there in Brindavan (543). 

The lord is the pivot and the ruler of Trigunas which form the basis of creation. In spite of being the all-knowing primordial creator he was searching for the calves playfully. Although he himself was the sole reality, he was pretending to be having so many companions.There is nothing like in and out, beginning and end for him, being all-pervading. And yet he was searching for the foot-steps of the calves. Himself being fathom-less he was putting his steps carefully while running. He has no caste or creed. Still he exhibited the qualities of a skilled Gopabalaka in his radiant form. He had a ball of curd-rice in his hand. Brahma truncated in his competence, being the husband of Vani, saw before him an astonishingly versatile lord (544). Seeing Krishna, Brahma anxiously jumped down at once from his swan-chariot. His delicate golden-coloured body prostrated before the lord making its crown embedded with precious diamonds touch the feet of the lord. With tears of joy flowing from his eyes, he washed the feet of the lord (545). Brahma fell at the feet of the lord repeatedly and got up with intense devotion. Being engrossed in total surrender to the lord, Brahma recollected the Viswarupa of Krishna seen by him and was completely immersed in obedience to the lord (546). He got up slowly, stood up, opened his eyes and saw Govinda. Bending his four heads and saluting with single-minded devotion, he praised the lord in the following words (547) :-
“With a golden  coloured cloth on your shoulder, your body is brilliant like a cloud coupled with a lightning. The ball of cold rice in your palm looks soft and beautiful. You are shining with a bamboo stick, a horn-trumpet and a flute. Your earrings  made of  elephant`s dentine, your head being wound  by peacock`s feather, your neck being decorated by garlands of forest-flowers  and  your feet as tender as lotuses are all very attractive. There is grace in your eyes looking at me. Your face, smiling, and seeing me when I praise you is extremely beautiful. I realized now that you with eyes beautiful as lotus petals are the one who gave birth to me as my father. I am able to serve you by praying to you (548). Oh! Lord! Please bless me! Your cute form giving pleasure to your people could not be recognized by me. Who can be competent to fathom the depths of the Viswarupa  worn by you with enthusiasm? Who can know the greatness of your form which can be known only to you? You are the inner-self in me granting Moksha when realized (549) . 
No matter how knowledgeable a person is, to describe body, word and mind he uses the word “That”. Even highly learned people use the word “That” to clarify what they desire to explain. They fail to recognize  your presence existing as “I” in “That”. This cognizance is real knowledge which is difficult to achieve.This“I-ness”is locked up in “That-ness”.The competence to open this lock vanishes because of the human pride which eliminates the readiness to surrender to you.Your grace alone can grant the competence to open this lock and not one`s own ability. When you shower this grace even the most ignorant can conquer you, an achievement which even the most learned fail to get without it. For such, the otherwise unsurmountable “You” can be conquerable (550).  
Bhakti showers all types of good. Doing any type of penance without Bhakti is futile. What wealth can one  get from the husk on rice, no matter how much of it is accumulated (551)?To know about you,  one has to surrender, to start with, all desires before you and listen to your stories. Then Bhakti decends consequent upon the good deeds performed.The Bhakti attained that way takes such good people to your abode (552). Your state of Nirguna being unchangeable poses nothing to understand. There is nothing outside other than oneself. This is known as “I”.This pervades internally in all and is of utility. This is not perceptible to the sense-organs in the absence of knowledge. This knowledge is known only to you. This knowledge is unique, unparallelled and can be known only when the sense-organs are turned inwards.With difficulty your Nirguna state can be understood. Your Saguna form is more difficult to understand since the Gunas you exhibit are difficult to understand and are innumerable. Hence the diverse forms you show are difficult to understand (553).  
Even for the most learned, it is easier to count the stars on the sky, the droplets of dew and the dust particles on the earth than counting your pleasing qualities generated to lessen the burden of the earth.You transcend all such reckonings (554). The one who is rich is the one who is worried about the onset of the day of grace by the lord and the advent of the day on which he can see the lord. Your devotee is after you incessantly. By adopting this path, he can uproot the result of the entire gamut of  Karmas  performed by him earlier. One has to become your devotee to destroy not only the results of the earlier  Karmas  but also the roots in his behaviour which lead to the performance of such Karmas. Such a person is to have uninterrupted devotion towards you through his mind, words and acts. He is the one really adept and skilled. Sanctification is attainable only by such a person and by nobody else (555).  
The best among Yogis praise you constantly with their words and songs. Those ravelling in Maya are made to get immersed further in it by you .You are endowed with immense competence. I made an attempt to trouble you, with my Maya. I tried to fathom the depths of your Maya and committed the folly of trying to apply on you my incompetent tricks. Oh! Lord! Please have grace on me! Can a fire generated from a great conflagration transcend the source (556)? Oh! Lord of the entire universe! I was born out of Rajoguna  and hence I was under the grip of ignorance. Thinking myself to be the creator of the universe, I was under a foolish pride. I became blind in the darkness of such a pride. The lord`s creation is constituted by the lord himself at the centre  surrounded by concentric circles  made up respectively of Mahat, Ahankara, sky, air, fire, water and earth. In this mammoth creation, I realize how insignificant I am with a height equal to seven times the length of my stretched palm. Countless number of such creations is borne by you every day in the roots of hair on your body. How can there be any comparison between you and me (557)? The child in the womb kicks the mother and troubles her.  In spite of that the mother is not angry to beat the child.Your stomach encompasses macroscopic and microscopic matter as well as the forms of the one performing the act and the act itself. Hence I am your child (558).
When the creation ended, lord Narayana remained in the middle of the oceans. It is true that Brahma was born from the lotus which sprouted from lord Narayana. Along with me, my defeat was also born (559). Oh! Lotus-eyed lord! You are the central figure of the Trmurtys as Adinarayana.The entities with life are known as Naras. Since the lord exists in Naras and Naras exist in him he is known  as Narayana.When different entities with life  come and go  Narayana being ever present becomes a witness.You are the lord for all of them and the present form is not the only one for you. It is difficult for us to know your real form.You are present not only at a single place but also at several places simultaneously. Creation is in you and you are in creation. By virtue of your Maya, you can be in any form (560).
Oh! Lord! If the universe outside is real and not your Maya, how could Yasoda see it? Could she see it once again assuming that she had seen it in your stomach? At your command, the universe remains inside or outside or both inside and outside of you (561).To start with you were alone. Later you took the forms of Gopabalakas and calves. Subsequently you exhibited your grandeur by manifesting yourself as several Chaturbhuja Vishnus, got devotion from all, delighted me and displayed all the universes. Not liking all this you became alone once again now. What a delight! I could see you exhibiting so many acts of Maya (562)! To the unenlightened you appear as myself when you build the universe in combination with nature.You appear as your own self when you preserve and protect the universe and as Rudra when you destroy it (563).You manifested yourself as several Avataras belonging to the categories of water-living, animal kingdom, Brahmins and mundane human beings to destroy the wicked and to protect the virtuous. It is impossible to imagine the diversity of your playful activities (564).

One who does not believe in“You”,thinks himself to be “I” and others as “They”.In all these people their  “I” is “You”. Yogis are those who exercise to unravel this riddle. What is kindled in such yogis as Yoga is yourself. The others are ignorant of this “You”.The false belief that they exist, makes them incapable of knowing “You” inside them since you remain dormant. Who can know the playfulness of your state of Yoganidra? Where and when can this be done (565)? Therefore this cannot be called your actual form.The whole world is a dream. It has many types of sorrows. It is immersed in ignorance. Such a world appears to be born, existing and disappearing due to your Maya.You are the truth.You are the only one who has no end and no return.You are an embodiment of Atma.There is no one else equal to you.You do not need any other body. You are self-effulgent. From the beginning you have everything in you.You are the most ancient. Incessant and complete happiness can be obtained from you. You are the basis for entire creation. Is it possible to contemplate about your presence (566)? 
Oh! Lord!Those who can grasp the awareness that you are present in the living beings in the form of Jivatma as well as Paramatma, who is the Atma of all Jivatmas, acquire the knowledge of Upanishads as an eye-opener from the sun-god, Surya. Such people appear to transcend the family considered to be an illusory ocean.When a rope is seen without the awareness that it is a rope, it appears as a snake. When this awareness is obtained from those who know that it is a rope, the form of a snake disappears. Similarly, in the absence of awareness that Atma is considered to be Paramatma  and the world appears as real.When such an awareness comes, the world does not exist for such persons.The knowledge that the world appears as existing when it is not there in reality descends on such people like the snake appearing to exist when in reality it is not there.The genesis of the family bond is the absence of such a knowledge. Such a bond does not come under the purview of knowledge and enlightenment.We get day and night because of the movement of the earth round the sun. But the sun does not have day and night. Similarly a perfectly enlightened mind is free from ignorance and hence the family bond and the world do not exist. Absence of ignorance leads to absence of family bondage. Absence of enlightenment leads to absence of Moksha or sanctification. Oh! Lord! You are existing as Atma inside the body.The body is considered to be god. Searching for Atma somewhere outside can be a total ignorance. Enlightened people with good behaviour see you present in their bodies and even in the inanimate objects (567). 
Oh! Lord! It is possible to get an awareness of your greatness only through the dust particles under your feet given by your grace. I want to live as one among your devotees to get the fortune of serving you. Please grant this fortune either in this birth or in any other later birth (568). You are an ocean of grace.You are famous as a Yajnapurusha.The offerings of innumerable number of Yajnas are there in you. In spite of that you wore the mundane forms of calves and Gopabalakas.You drank milk from cows and Gopikas, got engrossed in the process, playing and moving with enthusiasm. How can one describe the sanctity of those cows and Gopikas? (569).  
Parabrahma is all-pervading, primordial, ancient and an embodiment of eternal bliss. Such a lord became a companion to the residents of Nandagopakula. It is difficult to assess how rare the event is and how great their fortune is (570). Oh! Lord with lotus-shaped eyes! You shower grace on your devotees! You are the greatest among all and the ruler of all. Lord Siva, Chandra and the other heads of the eleven sense-organs and, I constitute a group of thirteen owing allegiance to you. In the execution of our responsibilities to the respective sense-organs allotted to us we drink the nectar of your feet and are blessed. When that is so, the Gopagopikas are able to rest on you the activities of all their sense organs.Their fortune is the greatest and special. It is not possible for anyone to think about it and to praise you in this context (571).
Vedas describe you but cannot see you.The Gopakas are able to have such a lord as you, among themselves as their companion on this earth, in this forest. They are able to address you as Krishna  and confide in you their words and feelings. Am I not sanctified if I have a dust particle from the feet of any one of these Gopakas on my head? Of what use is this position of Brahma to me (572)? Oh!Krishna!You are a precious stone of protection to your devotees.You granted Moksha to Putana and other demons that came to kill you.To such a lord like you, the Gopakas offered unhesitatingly their place of stay, wives, sons, houses, cows, other women, lives and bodies. What can you offer them more than the Moksha?I am having this as a doubt in my mind (573). Oh!Krishna with lotus-shaped eyes! As long as there is absence of devotional thinking about you, the human body is a prison, the bondage constitutes fetters, likes and dislikes are foes for any one (574). Oh! Lord!You permeate throughout this universe. In reality there is nothing like a  universe for you. In spite of that you create this universe and run it with many sources of enjoyment for the benefit of those who worship you (575). Knowing you is within the purview of the learned.There is no need to use so many words. It is becoming difficult to use the intellect or speechtofathom your greatness.You are the treasuer-house of all the superlative virtues (576).Oh! Lord of all! Your knowledge is all-pervading. You are a perceiver of all. You are the ruler of this entire universe. I am a sinner.You excuse me and grant your grace. I wish to take leave of you (577). Oh! Krishna! You are lord Vishnu! You are born to kill the demons.The sun makes the lotuses blossom. In a similar way you make the best class of people thrive and prosper. The moon was born in Palasamudra. Similarly you were born in a sea constituted by Brahmins, Devtas, cows and devotees of lord Vishnu to make them happy and shower grace on them. Like fire you extinguish the faiths contradictory to the Vedas (578). Lord! I continue to pray to you till the end of the present Kalpa.
After praising the lord, Brahma did Pradakshana to Krishna thrice, saluted his feet, took leave and left for his Satyaloka. Krishna condoned him and honoured him appropriately.The calves and Gopabalakas who disappeared and came back again were sent to the sandy lands (579).The year during which the Gopabalakas were hidden and deceived by Brahma  appeared to be of a very short duration due to Krishna`s Maya (580). Mahatma Vishnu`s Maya makes the whole universe get immersed in bondage and entanglement. There is no wonder therefore that the Gopabalakas were unconscious during that one year (581).
The forest-meal of the Gopabalakas was interrupted on the sandy lands. On resumption, the Gopabalakas seeing Krishna said, “Friend! You have returned! See! The calves returned just now from the forest. Look! None of us started eating the meal till you returned. Come quickly! Let us start eating!”Krishna came there smiling and sat in their midst. All of them started conversing among themselves and commenced eating their meal (582, 583). 
After eating meal with the Gopabalakas as described Krishna started returning from the forest showing them the skin of the slain python (584). Krishna wore the forest flowers and peacock feather in his hair. The reflected lights from them decorated his body parts. All were familiar with the melody of Krishna`s playing on his horn-trumpet and flute. On hearing that people were attracted after feeling elated. The Gopabalakas  praised Krishna`s valour. Krishna returned to the village with enthusiasm along with the Gopabalakas.The Gopakas received them with pleasure (585). Soon after entering the village the Gopabalakas shouted loud saying that Nandagopa`s son saved them all from a big snake by killing it (586, 587).

On hearing this narration, king Parikshit said, “Oh!Suka, the best among sages! How did Krishna become dearer to the inhabitants of that village than their children whom they brought up after giving birth? You are the best among the knowledgeable and hence competent to explain to me (588, 589). Sage Suka said the following words :-
“Self is the dearest for all living beings. Such an attachment does not exist for one`s own children, houses, gold and others. The one who exists as self in all of them is lord Vishnu.He exists as self in all living beings.Consequently,Krishna as the self to all the residents glorified himself as the dearest to all of them. The lord with lotus-shaped eyes mingling himself with Maya assumed an effulgent form. This is meant to do good to all the three Lokas. Just as“Bhavati“ is inherent in all activities“Vishnu“ is inherent in all animate and inanimate objects created (590, 591). By worshipping the lord, the competent among the human beings depend on the lord`s foot as a boat to transcend the family-bondage compared to an ocean. They thus cross the ocean as easily as a calf jumps to cross a one-foot distance. They do not face adversaries in life and get sanctified (592).Whoever  reads or hears the narration of the story of Krishna killing Anaghasura, eating of the forest-meal by him along with his close friends and demonstrating to Brahma his omnipresence, gets fulfilled whatever he desires (593)”. 
Having said these words Vyasa`s son, sage Suka continued,“Balarama and Krishna grew up and moved about  in  Brindavan  bringing up the cows with enthusiasm (594, 595). One day Krishna got up before sun-rise and played on his flute. The Gopabalakas got up immediately and came to Krishna with their calves. Krishna along with Balarama, the Gopabalakas and the cows left for the forest in the midst of the Gopabalakas praising him repeatedly. In all the seasons, fruits, flowers and tender leaves of trees were available in that forest. The groups of carpenter-beetles humming and swarming to drink the honey overflowing from the flowers were pleasing to the eyes.The forest was full of different types of trees, creepers and bushes at regular intervals. The animals and birds there were behaving friendly among themselves, free from their instinctive species-dependent enmities.The water in the lakes there was full of fragrance due to the pollen grains from the lotuses. Krishna decided to play enthusiastically in that forest. He told Balarama as follows (596) :-   
 “Oh! Brother! Look at these trees! Bowing under the load of flocks of flowers and clusters of fruits, they are touching your feet and saluting.Through the speech of parrots on them, they are submitting to you their desire to get freed from the life as trees and to get a better one.With their branches as hands, they are offering gracefully flowers and fruits to you.These rows of trees are nicely worshipping you (597). Your reputation has the ability to purify all. The carpenter-beetles are singing in praise of your glory and are flying behind you. Flocks of birds are clustering here to pray to you knowing that you are the lord present secretly in this forest. Seeing you in black robes, peacocks are dancing thinking you to be a dark cloud.The female deers are attracted to you and are admiring you like the way the Gopikas see you with love. Thinking you to be their guest, the cuckoos are singing melodiously welcoming you.The forest-dwellers here are sanctified by your visit (598). Oh! Brother! By the touch of your feet, the earth got sanctified with the growth of flower-bushes and fully grown grass-lands. By the touch of your nails different types of creepers and trees had a fulfilled existence. The rivers, hills, birds and animals here have achieved a divine radiance by the incidence of your graceful looks. The lives of the Gopikas are sanctified by the touch of your broad chest.“ Saying these words Krishna entered the forest with his friends. Feeding the cows he roamed happily on the river-coasts, the hill-gradients and slopes (599, 600). 
Roaming about in the forest, the young Krishna started making a humming sound at a convenient place along with honey-intoxicated humming of carpenter-beetles. At another place he started imitating the sounds of clusters of swans. He started dancing moving his hands as tender as lotuses along with excited peacocks found dancing at some other place. He started walking slowly with groups of wild elephants when he saw them walking at some other place. When the Kraunch and Chakravaka birds were making sounds at another place he started making similar sounds.Yet another place witnessed Krishna jumping and running like tigers and lions when he saw them doing the same (601).
When the cows were grazing at far-off places, Krishna started calling them by their names through his majestic voice reminding the grandeur of the thunder of the clouds. He shouted calling the cows by different names, “Oh! Purnachandrika! Gautamiganga! Bhagirathi! Sudhjalarasi! Meghamalika! Chintamani! Surabhi! Manoharini! Sarvamangala! Bharati Devi! Dharitri! Sri Mahalakshmi! Mandamaruti! Mandakini! and Subhangi! Come! Come!“ The majesty and melody in Krishna`s voice calling the cows by many more names in addition to the above, caused amusement to the Gopakas who appreciated them (603). Sage Suka narrated that Krishna caused relief to the tired Balarama by pressing his hands and legs when the latter felt tiresome due to wandering in the forest and reclined on the thighs of the Gopabalakas (604).    
Seeing the Gopabalakas playing , singing , conducting playful competitions among themselves and touching Krishna and Balarama in between due to closeness and affection, the brothers mingled with them laughing, playing, talking and tickling the Gopabalakas by putting their hands over their shoulders  ( 605 ). The all-knowing person who moves in the realm of Vedanta moved there on the paths of the forest. The one who relishes comfort by sleeping on the soft  Adisheshu as his bed was found sleeping on beds constituted by tender leaves.The greatest among all, who moves about in the inside of great ascetics was found roaming about in caves of hills.The crafty one getting tired by spending time with goddess Lakshmi was found getting tired by playing with Gopabalakas.The one who protects all the worlds by giving shelter was found having the shades of trees as his own shelter on getting tired in the forest. The god who eats the offerings of great saints in Yajnas was found eating fruits in the forest (606, 607). At that time when Krishna was tired, a few Gopabalakas carried him happily on their backs. When the lord went to sleep being tired,  a few more of them lovingly made him sleep in their laps.Yet another group among them made him comfortable with fans made out of tender leaves when they found Krishna sweating.When Krishna stopped walking some of the Gopabalakas started pressing his legs thinking that his legs were aching.Thus they served the lord affectionately in many more ways.The Gopabalakas thus cleansed themselves from the sins committed by them in their previous births.
21. Balarama Killing Donkey-Shaped Dhenukasura 
After some time a Gopabalaka by name Sridama said the following words turning towards Balarama and Krishna : - “Far away from here there is a forest full of palm trees. Many palm fruits one bigger than the other fall on their own on the ground. But there is a demon by name Dhenuka in the forest and hence even the bold hesitate to enter (611). Dhenukasura is very strong. He is donkey-shaped. Along with his relations, of strength equal to his own, he catches hold of human beings and eats them. In that forest several new varieties of fragrant fruits are present. Are you listening (612)? The fragrance of the fruits is entering into our nostrils attracting our minds towards them. And making us anxious to go there. Make us eat those fruits by any means! You are very strong! How can those ordinary demons stand in your way (613)?”  

Having heard those words of their friends, Balarama and Krishna smiled and agreed to their proposal. They both entered the forest of palm trees along with their friends (614). Hurriedly Balarama held those palm trees using his shoulder-strength and shook them like an intoxicated elephant, resulting in the fall of ripe palm fruits on the ground (615). The donkey-shaped demon in the middle of the forest heard the noise of the palm fruits falling on the ground.The demon got shaken when the sound pierced his ears like a spear. He started with a desire to kill the foes immediately (616). The demon was coming to that spot ferociously.The impact on the ground of the feet of the demon caused tremors on the ground and the trees around.With scissor-like ears, tail fearfully swinging and dancing, teeth making noise due to pressing of the jaws one over the other, the demon came running, angry and intoxicated.With the Gopabalakas getting terrified the demon kicked forcefully Balarama`s chest with his rear legs (617).The demon tried to bite Balarama but failed to catch hold of him.  With angry looks at him, the demon started kicking here and there indicating that his strength was deteriorating (618).Then Balarama assuming a ferocious form, caught hold of all the four feet of the demon together with one hand, rotated him vigorously, hit him on the ground and killed him (619). A palm tree was hit by Balarama with the dead body of the demon resulting in its collapse on another palm tree due to the speed of the impact. That tree, in turn, fell on another causing its fall and this continued till several trees collapsed to the ground causing a damage similar to the one caused by a cyclonic gale (620). 
A cloth is made out of threads as the starting materials.  Similarly the form of the lord is the origin for the creation of the world. The whole creation is woven round the lord who is eternal. For such a lord killing a demon, the way he did, is a triviality and there was no wonder in it. Seeing Gardhabhasura being killed, his relations assumed the shapes of donkeys (621).They came to attack Balarama and Krishna. The brothers caught hold of the hind legs of the demons, threw them to the tips of the palm trees and killed them (622). The ground smeared by different parts of the collapsed palm trees and the body-parts of the slain demons looked like sky covered by clouds (623, 624). After a long time the Gopabalakas ate in that forest palm fruits to their satisfaction. The cows grazed in that forest till they were satiated.When the lord who killed Dhenukasura was present there as the Kamadhenu, there was no wonder that the wishes of his devotees were fulfilled (625). At that auspicious moment Devatas showered flowers and blew trumpets. 
Krishna returned to the village along with his brother, Gopabalakas and the cows. All the Gopakas praised the valour and behaviour of Krishna and Balarama (626). Seeing Krishna was a feast to the eyes of the Gopikas. He had a peacock-feather on his locks covered by the dust particles raised by the feet of cows. His face was effulgent with a smile emanating radiance and causing good to all. He wore fresh garlands of a variety of flowers.  He was making all the Gopakas rejoice in the music played by him on his flute on being requested by them (627). The sweetness, comparable to that of honey exuding from Krishna`s face, comparable to a lotus, was being enjoyed by the eyes of Gopikas, comparable to carpenter-beetles, avoiding thereby the pangs of separation inflicted on them by the earlier absence of Krishna. Various types of pleasant desires sprouted from their minds on seeing such a Krishna (628). 
Being seen admiringly by the Gopikas, Krishna, adept in pretending appropriate to the context, looked at the them amusingly pretending shyness and humility while returning to the village. Rohini and Yasoda blessed them to their heart`s content with overflowing love for them. The mothers gave the boys bath after massaging with oil, made them wear fragrant flowers, sandal-wood pastes and nice garments. They were given meal full of several tasty dishes. After eating, the boys were made to lie down on comfortable beds and were lulled to sleep (629).
22. Krishna Dancing on Hood of Serpent Kaliya

Oh! King Parikshit! One day Krishna went to a forest along with Gopalakas and cows. Balarama did not accompany them on that day.The cows and the Gopalakas became thirsty.They drank poisoned water in the lake, Kalindi and all of them fell down dead. Krishna, the lord of Yogeswaras and the object of worship of all Yogis brought back the Gopakas and the cows to life through his looks comparable to a shower of nectar. The Gopakas felt happy that the lord showered his grace to grant them a rebirth.They went back to the village along with the cows (630). 
Krishna decided to purify the lake Kalindi contaminated by the poison of a serpent by name Kaliya.The blue-complexioned Krishna comparable in skin colour to the waters of lake Kalindi drove away the serpent, Kaliya from the lake Kalindi (631). On hearing that, King Parikshit asked sage Suka, “How skillfully did Madhava tame that serpent and send it away from the unfathomable depths of lake Kalindi ? Why did the serpent stay so long in that lake? Please narrate all this to me (632)! Oh! Sage Suka! The best among Vipras! When the story of the cowherd Nandakumara comparable to the essence of nectar is being swallowed through the ears as a rare commodity, can anyone get satiated (633)?”
Then sage Suka said, “Oh! King! Listen! There existed a protrusion of the waters of the river Yamuna known as Kalindi . Due to the intensity of the deadly poison of the serpent Kaliya the waters of Kalindi remained boiling always.The birds flying over Kalindi were affected by the poison and fell dead into it. Even the breeze carrying droplets of waters of Kalindi were lethal to living beings coming in contact with it.The water of that lake was found always boiling and brimming. Krishna was astonished at seeing that lake.The lord, endowed with great valour and born to quell the vicious, was angry. He was determined to purify the poisoned waters of that lake (634, 635).There was a Kadamba tree on the banks of that lake.The tree was blessed with the good fortune of getting a touch of lord Krishna`s feet. Krishna climbed that tree full of big and broad branches covered by small and tender leaves (636). 
He tightened the robe he wore on his waist. He fastened his locks compact with the peacock-feather. Krishna, considered to be as brave as a lion among the Gopabalakas, broadened his shoulders, pressed his feet and dived from the branch of the tree into the lake. Interrupting the silence of the surroundings, a loud noise emanated suddenly from the lake echoing from all the directions (637).When Krishna , comparable to a baby-lion  full of great valour, jumped suddenly into the lake , the poisonous water came up in the form of frightening waves exhibiting a wild dance. Lofty waves of boiling water exuding bubbles were seen in all directions of the lake (638).  Moving about and swimming in the middle of an ocean were known to the lord who took the birth  of a fish earlier in his Matsya-avatara. Krishna started swimming in those waters in all directions making the water turbulent leading to the formation of lofty waves. On seeing that event intense anger sprang up in the heart of the ferocious serpent, Kaliya present in that lake (639).
Then Kaliya thought as follows :-“He is a young boy. He disturbed the waters of my lake, caused grave turbulence, jumped into the lake and began swimming astonishingly in the waves tossing up and down. He did not pay any heed to my presence in the waters. I make him fall down as ash in my terrifying and intolerable flames of poison. Let people know today how intense and devastating my anger can be (640, 641)”! Thinking so Kaliya started the attack.The serpent-king quickly came near Krishna accompanied by his army of serpents. Exuding his terrifying poison he inflicted a cut on Krishna`s body through his pangs.The lord continued to remain as a blue cloud. He was swimming in that water totally care-free. Even an iota of fear or agitation could not be noticed on his face. He was appearing majestic.The fearless Krishna full of valour was wearing golden-colored, shining and auspicious garments (642, 643).
The serpent-king,  Kaliya did not stop after biting the boy. With his long body he coiled around Krishna and tied him round fearlessly and unhesitatingly. Streams of poison were flowing down the mouth of the serpent from the raised hood (644). Krishna appeared to have fallen unconscious being tied by the long body of the serpent-king.The Gopabalakas got agitated on seeing their intimate friend in that condition.They were ignorant about the full potentialities of their friend.They surrendered themselves completely to Krishna having immense faith in him as the donor of their wealth, family and desires (645).The Gopabalakas shouted in distress, “Look! That is the snake which had bitten our young Krishna! He was not left after that event.With intense conceit the serpent coiled round the body of our boy and was not leaving him.What are we to do now to save him? Where are we to run for the purpose? Who can be the male-hero with the ability to counteract the snake? Is there no solution to escape from this calamity? “Crying that way the Gopabalakas fell down in intense sorrow (646). Seeing the event of biting of Gopakumara , Krishna,  by the serpent the cows , bulls and the calves felt sad, abstained from eating  and remained there staring (647).There were tremors on the earth. Meteors appeared falling from the sky.The left eyes of the Gopabalakas and the right eyes of the Gopikas experienced vibrations (648). 
Yasoda, Nanda and other Gopagopikas were agitated being subjected to a fear because of the bad omens seen by them. Ignorant of the divine powers of Krishna, they were sad being troubled by the suspicion that Krishna along with Gopalakas and cows might have got involved in a calamity. With affection for Krishna overflowing, they left the village collectively with children and old people shouting loud (649). When they were all running ignorantly to know the where-abouts of Krishna, Balarama kept quiet smiling. In spite of knowing the powers of Krishna, he did not prevent them from running in search of Krishna (650). 
Balarama went along with them to the forest and started searching for Krishna.The foot-prints of Gopakas and of the cows could be seen along with those of Krishna here and there. In Krishna`s foot-prints the auspicious lines characteristic of Krishna`s feet could be seen.They proceeded forward guided by the direction of the foot-steps. Krishna`s foot-prints appeared shining as ornaments to the path-way.They could not reach the end of the foot-path. They reached the coast of the lake in which Kaliya was present. In the middle of those waters they saw Krishna bitten by the serpent unconquerable till then. He was encircled by the hoods of snakes. He seemed to have lost his strength and was lying unconscious Seeing that event they were immersed in sorrow uttering Krishna`s name loudly. They were cursing their fate saying that it was favourable till then and turned hostile.The cows and the calves abstained from eating and were staring at Krishna. The Gopikas were consoling Yasoda and spoke the following words addressing Krishna (651).
“Whenever you saw us approaching you, we used to find you approaching us.Today when we came to see you, why are you not coming towards us? Whenever we looked at you, you used to look at us with kindness.Today we came to see you. Why are you not looking at us at all? Whenever we came near you, you used to come close to us .Today we came near you . But why are you not coming near us? Whenever we called you, you used to shout back loud in return.Today we are calling you loud, but you are not responding.Whenever we thought of you, you used to think about us. But today when we think of you, there is no response from you.” Thus the Gopikas spoke like those intoxicated with love and fell down unconscious (652).
Then Nanda, Yasoda and others were in intense sorrow seeing Krishna and spoke as follows : - “You were eminently great in killing Putana after suckling milk from the poison-coated breasts of her. It is a great surprise that for a boy like you the venom of a snake entered the body (653, 654). Alas! Our Dearest! When the cruel serpent was inflicting a bite on you, you must have been agitated with intense fear.You must have cursed intensely the cruel destiny.You must have been subjected to extensive agony thinking about all of us (655). Oh! Our cutest! Why did the serpent bite you instead of biting us? If you had been safe you would have saved us.We are incapable of saving you (656). Tell us! The best among Gopakumaras! Why are you not looking at us reverentially?  Why are you not conversing with your companions? Why are you not dancing accompanied by the tingling melodious sound generated by the tiny bells of your anklets? Why are you not cajoling with Gopikas in the presence of your mothers (657)?
Who is to speak with us now to sanctify our ears? To justify the utility of our legs and hands, who is there to crawl up our bodies wanting to be lifted up? To make our eyes fulfill their function, who is there to shower on us a sweet smile? Who is there to make us sing, so that our tongues get the purpose of their creation satisfied? Oh! Divine father! If you fall a victim to snake-bite, who is going to be our ruler?  We cannot go back losing you. Our existence is for your sake. Of what use is this life for us without you (658)?” Thus engrossed in sorrow, they were weeping embracing each other.They were about to jump into the lake and die since separation from Krishna was unbearable to them. Looking at them Balarama said, “You are not able to know what is to happen later! There is no advantage in losing your confidence! Be patient and be observing!”(659). Seeing the women, children and other residents of the village weeping for him, Krishna spent a short while as a human being by remaining speechless (660). 
Suddenly Krishna increased the size of his body. Kailiya’s body withered, coils of his body around Krishna loosened, his hoods got heated up and his organs got weakened. He stopped hissing and biting, got tired, started gasping and moaning and meekly lifted his hoods. Blood and poison started oozing from his nostrils. With grief he left Krishna and stood far away from him. The serpent lost shine on his body and appeared like a piece of charred wood (661).Without fear and hesitation, the valorous Krishna slapped the serpent on the hoods. Like Garuda, the famous killer of snakes, Krishna held the serpent tight below the jaws, swung him around and threw him far away.Vicious venom oozed from the serpent`s eyes. The entire pride of the cruel serpent got hurt (662).
The renowned dancer, Krishna, with lotus-shaped eyes got up and stood on the hoods of Kaliya comparable to a spacious dias and danced with great skill. Precious stones embedded on the hoods of the serpent lent illumination to the platform. As accompaniment to the dance, river Yamuna lent the sounds of its flowing waves comparable to the music of a percussion instrument. The melodious humming of the carpenter-beetles of Brindavan played the role of vocal accompaniment to the dance. The rhythm required for the dance was provided by the musical sounds of swans and Sarasa birds. Devtas and Gandharvas watching the dance from heaven became the spectators seated for the purpose (663, 664). 
The destroyer of demons, Krishna, in the form of a Gopabalaka, concealed all the Lokas in his belly and danced enthusiastically with that load having the hoods of Kaliya as his dias. He sang and jumped rejoicing. He playfully hammered the hoods of Kaliya with his feet.The entire strength of Kaliya got sacked (665). On the dancing lord Hari, Sidhas, Sadhyas, Charanas, Gandharvas, Devatas, Devarishis and their wives showered flowers from heaven. With voices activated by the drinking of nectar they hailed Krishna`s glory (666). That way, Hari, the destroyer of the vicious, danced at a great speed on the hoods of Kaliya who got totally exhausted exuding blood and flesh from each of his mouths while the eyes were excreting venom. His ferocity was destroyed and strength got deteriorated. He was about to breathe his last. Blinking towards all directions Kailya thought as follows within himself (667) :-
“Under the influence of even the slightest exposure to my poison, comparable to a conflagration, even Devtas crumble, get convulsions and die. What a wonder is this? This boy not only tolerates the flaming torture of my poison but also hammers all my hundreds of hoods by dancing over them (668). He must be lord Hari himself, the ruler of the entire gamut of movable and immovable creatures and the best among all.” Being terrified Kaliya bowed down to get excused and saved (669).     
23. Kaliya`s Wives, Naganganas, Praising Krishna
All the hoods of Kaliya were thus smashed by severe kicks of Hari`s feet. The wives of Kaliya, the Nagakantas, saw their husband moaning with pain and appearing as dead. They were subjected to a deep sorrow. Their minds got agitated due to an unbearable grief (670) .With devotion and hesitation, they approached lord Balagopala, the embodiment of virtues. The knots of their locks of hair got loosened. Their ornaments were dishevelled. Their creeper-like thin waists were getting wilted under the load of their heavy breasts.The ends of their saris on their shoulders started slipping down.They were agitated by the mirage of losing the sense of direction. They brought before them their sobbing children (671). Saluting Krishna with elevated hands and palms resting on the fore-heads, the Nagaanganas spoke the following words (672) :- 
“Oh! Lord! You are rich in sterling virtues. You take birth on this earth to punish the wicked. It is not cruelty on your part  to punish this cruel Kaliya . On the other hand it is a sign of  your valour (673). All the worlds are dependent on you for their existence. By not having enmity towards even the sons of foes, you demonstrate equality. For one like you there is no enmity towards anybody.You destroy the wicked with the sole intention of protecting the worlds (674). It is in reality not cruelty to punish people like us who have poison in mouth and who are provoked to anger easily. It is in fact a gesture of love towards us. By the punishment inflicted by you on Kaliya we give up our conceit that we are venomous and can control all (676). 
Kaliya must have accumulated a lot of virtue in his previous births by penance, doing pious deeds and adhering to truth. He was blessed with the good fortune of having you dancing on his hoods while even the staunchest ascetics are denied even the grace of being in your proximity (676). A gem among women , Lakshmi, got the eligibility to touch a speck of the effulgent dust of your feet as a result of long penance and a determined performance of rituals.This serpent was blessed with the sacred touch of your feet without even performing any penance.What a great wonder is this (677)?  The blessed who  could get a touch of the dust of your beautiful feet refuse to have the status of Devendra or Brahma or an emperor or even the  goal of yogic penance in exchange ( 678 ).The greatest boon of touching your feet is beyond the imagination of those tormented by the load of family life.Such a fortune was achieved by the serpent-king by the greatness of your proximity in spite of being an angry and conceited person (679).
Oh! Lord! By being present in all, you are not merely human but super-human.Your presence is not truncated in each but permeates in all and hence you are the most superior among all.You are the basis for the creation of all the elements and consequently you are Bhutatma. Since all exist in your all-pervading form you are a Bhutamaya.You are Karanatita and hence Paramatma since you transcend the cause.You are Brahman since you are Gunatita, an embodiment of perfect knowledge and unchangeable being untouched by Gunas.You are controlling the events of nature and consequently unendingly powerful.Yet you are untouched by nature.You are an embodiment of time since you control the wheel of time. The power of time is under your control and hence you are Kalanabha.You see the creation and destruction of living beings in nature and hence you are an all-pervading witness of nature.We salute to you for being an embodiment of all these qualities (680). 
You are the entire universe.You create this universe.You exist as this universe and observe this universe.The universe exists because of you.What we perceive as Panchatanmatras, Panchendriyas, Manas, Budhi, Chitta and Prana are all the ingredients in you. All Jeevatmas exist in you as a component of you.You are the driving force behind all of them. Satva, Rajas and Tamo Gunas while functioning are incapable of covering your effulgence.You are imperceptibly microscopic.Without undergoing any transformation you are hidden in all and hence all are comprehensible to you.We salute to such an embodiment of piety (681).There are theists and atheists. Some say god is the knower of everything while others say that his knowledge is limited. Some say that god is bound while some others say that he is unbound. Some say that god is one, while some others say that there is plurality in him. The origin for all these schools of thought is the veil of Maya. Sometimes you appear to be the genesis for the complexity of these schools.You sometimes look like one with a name and sometimes as one known by attributing a name. You are thus known by several powers exhibited by you.You sometimes appear to be visible and invisible some other times.There is no need for standards and indications of your knowledge and yet you create them as a poet. 
Veda is the manifestation of the faith in the Lokas created by you. The cognizance of all emerges from Vedas. Such a cognizance is Sastra for the genesis of which a total of four instruments are invented by you.These are  your forms known as Sankarshana, Vasudeva, Pradyumna and Anirudha meant for devotion. Getting the Jeevatmas entangled in this web, you do not remain as a silent observer.You redeem those who develop devotion for you. From each individual you manifest yourself in the form of that individual which provokes mutual service.The cognizance that such a service is meant for you makes one your favourite.You move about in their behaviour to make them achieve the result of their deeds .You are visible only to those who have these qualities while others are under the mistaken notion that you are seen by them.You do not appear to the latter category while remaining as a witness in them.The logic of your existence and manifestation originated from such a concept. Being present in such a net-work, you elude from being perceived.The entire gamut of accomplished events originates from you and hence you are the doer.You are the motivating force behind the sense-organs and hence you are Hrishikesa, the head of Indriyas.You remain silent and dormant endowed with self-consciousness which transcends mere Sadhana.You are aware of the micro- and macro-states of matter and yet you are aloof  from them.What all is known is yours and yet what is known is not you.When the universe is viewed as you, it does not exist and it exists when viewed as yours. Among these two, the former concept is knowledge while the latter is ignorance.You are the basis behind both these concepts and we salute to you, such a lord (682).
Oh! Lord! Possessing the unmatched goddess Lakshmi and mingling with Trigunas, you create , maintain and destroy the Lokas.You function desireless as Kalaswarupa in the process (683).  Our lives exist based on mutual bondage and attachment.These are ignorant lives devoid of tranquility. You exist in good people alone in your peaceful form.Your effulgent manifestation is in forms which do justice to righteousness (684).No crime can be committed in your sacred presence. Is it possible to have in the thoughts, which occur to our mind, the dexterity to praise you? Is it not common for fathers to condone the children for the crimes committed by them? Even the kings sometimes excuse those who commit crimes. Oh! Lord! You are an abode of kindness. Our husband committed a crime and yet we pray to you to pardon him (685). 
We are not pleading that this Kaliya is innocent and well-behaved . It is true that he is cruel and vicious.Yet we are disinclined to accept widow-hood and a  consequent abhorrent appearance. We are destitutes. Kindly listen to our doleful appeals.You stop dancing on Kailya’s hoods and grant grace to get our husband back (686). Our husband`s body got totally mutilated. All the hoods got broken. His life is precarious. Please do not torment him anymore and save him by condescending to shower your kindness on him.You are the sole protector in all the worlds.You are the donor of a state of fearlessness to your devotees.You are the spouse of goddess Lakshmi (687). Oh! Lord! You are the donor of boons to your devotees! You please grant again a span of life to our life-partner Kaliya.You please protect us and get us married once again with him.We do not consider our earlier marriage to him, when we were young, as marriage at all.The one to be performed by you to us is the one which is more long-standing and safe (688). Please grant us the life of our husband.We take oath in your presence that Kaliya does not torment any one hereafter. He never assumes in future this sinful appearance.Today onwards he behaves as directed by you (689).”
Krishna, the lord with lotus-shaped eyes, showed grace to the wives of the serpent . He stopped kicking the hoods of the serpent with his feet and came out.The serpent-king at last came out alive. He nursed his wounded hoods. Gasping for breath, he bent his head down, saluted the lord and uttered slowly the following words (690) :-  
 “Oh! Lord Sarveswara! We have an undesirable behaviour. Our faces look ghastly with the fire of poison in them.We are vicious, conceited, boastful and haughty. Can anyone consider us as good?All the living beings in your creation have their natural intuitive qualities. Can anyone give them up? These peculiar qualities of us are not strange to you since you created us. However,  you have been extremely kind to me today (691). Oh! Lord with lotus-shaped eyes! You are the creator of all the worlds with diverse thoughts, shapes  and means for giving birth and causing propagation. In such a creation of yours  we are serpents with a natural inclination towards getting angry.Your Maya is unconquerable. How is it possible for us to know it and transcend it?  You are  the creator, cause and knower of all. Oh! Sarveswara! If you want to excuse us and save us or punish us, please do so.We have no choice.You act according to your divine will  (692) . Lord Hari! I could get the dust of your feet. How lucky am I to achieve it? Even divine  sages like Sanaka  desire to have the dust of your feet. Having got it I am safe, no matter in which condition I exist (693).” 
Having heard Kaliya`s words  and deciding to shower grace on him, the kind-hearted Sarveswara  said to him the following words (694) :-“Cows and human beings drink water from this lake, Kalindi. Do not stay in this lake! You, your relations, your wives and children have to  leave this lake today and go to the sea (695). Those who  read and recollect in their minds  both morning and evening the story of my punishing you  are never afraid of the serpent-species, overcome contamination of poison and remain safe (696). Today onwards whoever takes bath in this lake, does fasting, worships me and leaves Tarpanas for Devatas and other related personalities, gets the mind cleansed from all evils and remains pious in thought right from that instant (697).You were staying earlier in an island by the name Ramanaka.You entered this lake out of fear for Garuda.The foot-prints of my feet are on your hoods, seeing which  the bird-king does not catch you any more (698)”.
Kaliya immediately obeyed the orders of Krishna, an embodiment of extra-ordinary qualities.  Accompanied by his wives, he offered to the lord new precious clothes, ornaments, garlands bedecked with rubies, spices and garlands of black lotuses oozing with honey. He prayed and did Pradakshanas to the lord several times accompanied by his sons, friends and wives. After taking leave of Krishna he left along with his people and reached an island in the sea (699).Thus Krishna, the lord with lotus-shaped eyes, removed the abode of Kaliya from river Yamuna, an act which could not be accomplished by anybody earlier. River Yamuna from then on was brimming with nectar-like water and became dear to one and all (700).
24. Kaliya’s Past History

After hearing the narration of sage Suka, king Parikshit said, “Oh! The best among sages! Why did Kaliya leave island Ramanaka, the abode of serpents? What harm did he alone contemplate to Garuda? Then Suka said the following words (701) :- “In the past, people who were afraid of snakes used to give every month tasty eatables to them by putting their offerings at the bottom of trees.The serpents in their turn used to offer a part of these eatables to Garuda to ward off the risk of being killed by him. Kaliya, however, once avoided the offerings to Garuda and ate away the whole under the proud feeling that he possessed superior poison. Having heard about it, Garuda was angry. He decided to tear off the hoods of Kaliya and smash his heads. He started accordingly (702).
The intense wind blowing from the golden coloured wings of Garuda created tremors even in huge mountains. He came over Kaliya flying at a great speed (703). Seeing Garuda flying over him, Kaliya did not run away folding his hoods. Instead he opened up all his fierce hoods. Poison oozed out from the corners of Kaliya`s eyes comparable to fresh splinters springing out from a conflagration. He stretched out his tongues.Started shaking his heads at a great speed gushing out breath like fire from inhalation and exhalation, sprung forward and inflicted a bite on Garuda (704).
Garuda chased the serpent which had bitten him. He hit the serpent with his left wing effulgent as gold. Kaliya`s pangs were broken with that impact, blood started oozing from his mouths exuding poison and hoods got torn off. Having been hit by Garuda, Kaliya was terrified, ran and entered that deep lake.There was a special event to be mentioned here (706). A sage by name, Saubari used to meditate in that lake. One day Garuda came to that lake feeling hungry. He caught hold of the king of the fish and ate him.The rest of the fish were sad and weeping.The sage saw the plight of the fish and felt unhappy. Being enraged, he inflicted a serious curse on Garuda saying,“Today onwards if Garuda attempts to swallow the fish of this lake, he dies.” Only Kaliya  and not the rest of the serpents knew about the curse (707). Kaliya entered the lake because of that reason. Krishna drove him away from the lake to protect cows and Gopalakas”.
 Krishna came out of the lake having on his body divine fragrant scents, clothes and garlands embedded with precious stones. Seeing Krishna thus coming out of the lake, the Gopikas along with Yasoda and Rohini and the Gopakas along with Nanda and Sunanda  regained consciousness, recouped their energies, got up and felt delighted like dead sense-organs regaining animation. Balarama embraced his brother (708). In jubilation on the return of Krishna, the bulls started jumping, the calves started springing here and there, and cows were brimming with happiness and the trees around started blossoming with fresh leaves (709).The Brahmins along with their wives complimented and blessed Nanda  on the return of his son from the clutches of the serpent saying that the fortune of Nanda was great and irrevocable (710).Taking Krishna to her lap Yasoda said,“ My baby! My dearest! When that fearful serpent was inflicting a bite on you, causing a calamity, how did you shout for me? I hope you were not terrified.” So saying with tears in her eyes she embraced and caressed Krishna (711). 
25.  A Forest-Fire Encircling  Gogopagopikas  
Thus all the residents were excessively happy and remained for the night  on the banks of Kalindi. No one  had anything to eat or drink and they remained there along with the cows. A big forest-fire broke out there. It encircled all of them fast asleep and was coming closer.When their bodies were about to get burnt, they went to Hari, manifesting there as a mischievous Balakrishna, for protection and prayed as follows (712) :-

“Look! Look! A forest-fire is fast approaching! You see smoke and splinters coming up! Flames are accompanying them! They are spreading so fast that it is impossible to control them! Look! They have encircled all of us! What is to be done now? Oh! Krishna with lotus-shaped eyes! Oh! Valiant Balarama! We salute to your feet! We have no shelter other than your lotus-shaped feet!  Please extinguish this forest-fire quickly and save us (713)! Oh! Krishna! There are no calamities to those who repose faith in your feet. Can you not think of a means to stop this conflagration from engulfing us (714)?” Lord Krishna showed grace on the residents of his village. The eternal  lord of all the worlds , Krishna, using his unending powers, swallowed the forest-fire sweeping the forest. Songs hailing Krishna could be heard from all directions.Then Krishna accompanied by the cows and Gopalakas returned slowly to the village . 
26. A Description of Grishma Ritu ( Summer)
When Krishna and Balarama were thus spending their time playfully as Gopabalakas, there was an onset of summer (715). The duration of day-time was gradually increasing. The trajectory of the sun started moving towards the north. The sun-shine was showing an increased intensity day by day. Hot winds started blowing. The dust particles rising from the earth were spreading into the air towards the sky. Water dried up in lakes and streams. The crowding of trvellers at places distributing drinking-water increased. Snakes ran into bushes since the heat of the sun was intolerable. The flowers on the trees withered along with the leaves. The couples showed increasing interest in love-making. With the onset of summer for all the living beings the god of fire became active and playful in the forests (716). The sun having sharp rays blasted the entire region with intense heat. It looked as though the creator, Brahma, filled up the universe,  comparable to a gigantic pot,  with scorching heat, comparable to a hot fluid (717 ).
When summer was progressing in full swing in the rest of the regions, Brindavan, however, was pleasantly cool, being the place of residence of Krishna and Balarama. The effect of summer was not felt there. Water droplets were blown out at regular intervals from the streams originating from the hills. Being sprinkled by them the trees and creepers in Brindavan were flowering with fresh leaves springing up. The scent from these flowers was lending its fragrance to the breeze blowing across them. Lilies and lotuses from lakes and deep waters of the rivers and other water resorts were rocked by the gentle breeze blowing across. Water droplets from the waves generated in rivers and lakes sprang up and drenched the soil around them making it marshy. These marshy lands became the seats for sprouting and growth of green meadows. With beautiful animals and birds and a climate similar to that of spring, Brindavan was most pleasing to the hearts of its residents (718). A good environment emerged in that forest constituted by the sounds of cuckoos, parrots, peacocks and carpenter-beetles (719).  The ripples in the lakes of the river Yamuna were soaking the lotuses. The breeze carrying the water-soaked fragrance could suppress the intensity of the heat of summer in that forest (720).
Balarama and Krishna drove the cows to Brindavan which was beautiful being under spring-like environment.  Among themselves, the Gopakas were making fun, jostling, abusing playfully,  springing up, running away into narrow interspaces of trees, revolving, playing hide and seek,  singing, playing on flutes, dancing, pretending to be staggering, jumping up elevated places,  clapping, tossing spherical objects up and down, leaping like frogs, tossing up fruits like those of Usiri and Maredu, swinging trees forward and backward holding their trunks, driving out animals, disturbing beehives, driving out bees, swallowing honey, pretending to be intoxicated, getting their work done through games of teacher and taught, playing with their fists, their boy-hood hair being ruffled, betting, shouting like birds, playing the roles of different characters, springing up and kicking, creating sequences of servant and master and friend and  foe  and playing energetically many other games (721). Hailing Balarama and Krishna as their kings, the Gopakas carried them happily  in a palanquin made of leaves (722). The Gopakas thus walked enthusiastically behind Balarama and Krishna praising them like disciples of music  with  pure hearts (723). 
The Gopakas used to gather under trees and sing lovingly with Krishna smiling with movement of hands and dancing now and then (724). When Krishna and Balarama were dancing, Devatas in the forms of Gopakas surrounded them and felt happy. Praising nicely Krishna and Balarama, the Gopakas played on flutes, blew horn-trumpets, gesticulated with their heads and sang. They sang and narrated like actors (725).
27. Balabhadra Slaying Pralambasura  

 Balarama and Krishna were grazing the cows on the river coasts, near lakes and other water resorts, on hill slopes, near streams, behind bushes and on green grass meadows. Then a demon by name, Pralamba, proud of his valour, came to them disguising himself as a Gopabalaka. He was contemplating a scheme to harm Krishna and Balarama. The knower of all and the lord wearing the weapon Sudarsana, Krishna, knowing about the demon, pretended to be ignorant (726). To kill Pralamba, Krishna thought of a plan. Calling the demon near, talking with him sweetly and with exchange of visits Krishna developed a friendship with him (727). Thus making acquaintance with Pralamba Krishna said the following words to the Gopabalakas : - “It is not late for us at this moment of the day. Let us divide ourselves into two groups. Aiming stones as targets, let us have a contest by throwing balls at them to see who wins and who loses (728, 729).”
After saying those words  Krishna and Balarama became principal opponents and became leaders of the respective contesting sides. The other shepherd-boys became minor participants, divided themselves and some joined Krishna`s side while others joined Balarama`s. They made targets with grass, wooden pieces and stones. They started aiming and hitting the targets with balls and stones to decide about winning and losing. Those who won were to climb over the losers. The losers were to carry the winners. While they were playing so, Krishna narrated secretly the story of Pralambasura to his elder brother Balarama.The Gopalakas drove their cows, moved forward and reached the proximity of a banyan tree by name, Bhandiraka. Then a participant of Balarama`s side , by name , Sridama was carrying  Krishna since he was a loser . Similarly, Bhadrasena and Pralamba of Krishna`s side were to carry respectively Vrishabha and Balarama, being losers in the game (730) .
In the past, a demon by name, Trinavarta, in spite of being very strong, could not carry away Krishna to  the skies and  got killed in Krishna`s hands . Hence Pralambasura thought that carrying the killer of demons, Krishna, was beyond his capability. He therefore decided not to take away Krishna. Carrying Balarama, the destroyer of cruel people, on his back, he did not unload Balarama at the scheduled spot  and took him away instead fast beyond the boundary (731). Being thus the carrier of Balarama as part of the game, Pralamba could not carry Balarama any more, the latter being as heavy as a great mountain. Reducing the speed of carrying, the demon gave up the human form, assumed back his  natural terrifying demoniac appearance and continued the process of carrying, The dark coloured demon carrying the white complexioned Balarama wearing golden bracelets appeared like a black cloud having the twinkling moon  in it (732,  733). Sitting on the back without being absent-minded Balarama looked at Pralambasura  attentively.With a golden crown and earrings studded with precious stones the face of the demon  was looking brilliant.The eyes of the demon were looking fearful being entwined with his eye-brows.The pangs  were shining  fearfully. The demon appeared to be an abode of intense valour and wicked conceit (734). Although a little hesitant, finding the one carrying him to be a demon,   Balarama was not afraid. Having a plough as his weapon he became ferocious. He smashed  the head of the demon by piercing his frighteningly tightened fist  into it repeatedly. Balarama`s attack with his fist broke the head of the demon  with blood gushing out from all parts of the skull.  He fell down moaning  and died, the fall being comparable to that of a mountain hit by Devendra`s weapon (735,736,737).The Gopalakas shouted,“ Excellent! Excellent! Our Balarama killed the great demon single-handed! It is a great wonder!” They blessed and  honoured Balarama.  Seeing him they felt delighted as if a dead brother came back to life (738). Indra and other Devatas heaved a sigh of relief at the death of the strong Pralamba hit by Balarama`s fist and showered flowers on him (739). 
28. Krishna Swallowing Forest-Fire to Save Gogopakas
While the Gopakas were busy playing, the cows, while eating different types of fodder, entered another  thick forest in the hope of getting more food. Having got scared  being incapable of tolerating the hot winds originating from  a forest-fire  there in full swing, the cows started running  due to intense thirst (740). The Gopakas heard the mooing of the cattle. They stopped the boy-hood-games.They ran fast on the track marked by the foot-prints of the cows indicated by the bent and partially-eaten  grass-weeds  . They could thus go there and  turn  their cows  away from the forest-fire (741). With a majestic voice like the thunder of clouds, Krishna, having lotus-petal shaped eyes, called each one of the cows by its name. Hearing the call the cows, while mooing in return, came back with great happiness (742).

The forest-fire caused by god`s will being fomented by sweeping winds, increased in intensity threatening to touch the sky. It engulfed whatever came its way and was fast spreading to all corners of the forest. Seeing the fire the Gopalakas  hearts sank. Appearing to be under the grip of fear of death, they  prostrated before Krishna and Balarama in submission and uttered the following words (743) :-“Oh! Krishna! See those forest-flames!They are covering the sky with smoke.  Huge splinters causing bewilderment are thrown in all directions. Huge conflagrations spreading skywards  look like reducing the worlds to ashes (744). Krishna! Cool as the moon! Can your relations liked by you face such adversaries? We are all your people! We are ignorant of everything else! You are our lord! How to overcome this threatening conflagration? Please raise your eyes and look at us being tormented by getting entangled in the flames!”  
The Gopalakas thus  reposed totally their faith in the lord  and surrendered themselves completely to him (745, 746). On hearing their prayers Krishna, an embodiment of Viswarupa, said to them,“My relations and friends! You remain closing your eyes. In the intervening period I suppress the fire.”They agreed  and closed their eyes. At once the lord sucked the conflagration with his mouth and swallowed it effortlessly and playfully (747).  Thus lord Krishna drank away the fire through the power of Yoga and brought in a minute  all the Gopakas to Bhandiraka tree  and left.The Gopakas with eyes comparable to blossoming lotuses were delighted that through the power of Krishna`s Yogamaya  the forest fire vanished. They praised the lord and thought within their minds ,“Can a human being get power to extinguish a forest-fire? Today Krishna could save us by putting out the fire. He could be either Brahma or Vishnu or Siva, having an eye on his fore-head (748,749).” 
Then Krishna along with Balarama entered the village  playing on the flute while the Gopabalakas were praising him (750). Every second of separation from Krishna  appeared like hundred Yugas for the Gopikas. Consequently they were delighted to see the lord with lotus-shaped eyes  (751).The Gopakas narrated to the old people and women at home the magical deeds of Balarama and Krishna. On hearing the account, they felt that great Devatas manifested themselves in Gokula as Balarama and Krishna  to perform extra-ordinary deeds (752).
 29. A Description of Varsha Ritu ( Rainy Season )
There was onset of rainy season.The eastern winds started blowing intensely. The rainbows  appeared on the west. The surface of the sun appeared  covered. Lightnings commenced to appear on the north.The rain-giving clouds started drifting to south. Happiness dawned on the aquatic animals.The Jataka birds had their thirst quenched.The forest-fires got submerged.The water collected by the sun through the cluster of his rays was  given back in the rainy season causing happiness to the farmers (753).The plough-markings made by farmers  on the earth  were comparable to the nascent nail-markings happily made by lovers  on their sweet-hearts (754).With the onset of rain, the crops  sprouted with saplings pointing their heads stiff upwards comparable to the excitement a woman, earth in the present context, gets when its lover, the rain,  comes near it (755).
Under the influence of  strong winds, the rain-forming clouds moved in and occupied the entire sky. Those innumerable clouds were like blue hills with wings and occupied the sky completely with no vacant area.The clouds   permeated the entire sky  masking the light of both the sun and the moon. Hail storms which broke out, were comparable to the fragrant camphor balls offered endearingly by the lover, rainy season, to his sweet-heart, sky. The hail storm was accompanied by a continuous unbreakable fall of rain water comparable to the hoods of black cobras and garlands of deep blue precious stones. The hills soaked by  the pure water falling from the torrential rain were comparable to  huge amorous elephants soaked by the fluid oozing from the sides of their heads.
The water of the streams falling from the edges of the hills on the stones below was getting scattered in all directions. The land soaked by those water droplets got drenched and became marshy and slippery. A flood emerged from the water flowing from those marshy lands.These small  streams of water joined to become a big flowing stream.The fish swinging their body-parts swam against the flow of the stream.The lightnings appeared as flashes  and disappeared on the clouds as if they were not able to tolerate the twinkling light from the bodies of fish and other aquatic animals.There was a thunder as if it was a shout from Brahma, warning that women, with unsteady minds like the lightnings, do not stick to men.The peacocks, not scared even slightly by the thunders, opened up their feathers, screamed and danced. Hearing the screams of peacocks the husbands and wives suffering from separation gave up their inhibition and became favourably disposed to love-making .    

It was not possible to know whether it was day or night because of the cloud-cover and yet the jasmine flowers blossomed indicating the onset of evening. Soon after the end of day-time, the glow-worms with twinkling glow started flying in the air.The barbarians  gave up cooking food  and ate fruits such as dates and Nayredu to overcome hunger since uninterrupted torrential rain  made them shiver, badly in need of sunshine.The Mogali flowers, inseparable from serpents,   like Varakantas from their paramours, were available to the savages. The paths in the forest were having in abundance fragrance of flowers like Mogali and others blossoming profusely. As if to ridicule the shining of Indranila precious stones, green grass grew in plenty on the foot-paths propagating smell of greenery.The cattle grazing on those meadows with shining bodies and heavy nipples were unable to move and started to bring the cud to the mouth for fresh chewing . 

Like groups of cows giving milk profusely, the rains caused an abundance of water-droplets.  Like the spots on a deer held by Siva`s hand, the region was full of water-pockets. Like the Meru hill getting disturbed by lord Vishnu`s arrow, the area was affected by the rainbows.The area was echoing with  sounds of  frogs  like the contented heart of Vibhishana chanting the name of Hari.  Like worshipping of lord Siva granting wealth to Indra and Govinda, the region was full of Arudra insects.The area was looking beautiful with striations caused by ploughing  reminding one of Janaka`s ritual related to Sita`s story.The region was plentiful with good rains like the prolonged duration of Krita Yuga (756). 
The crops grew healthy and thick looking fresh by getting darkened without bending down to touch the ground and without catching diseases to remove the agony of the people (757). No matter how rich he is, a noble man remains humble. Similarly, in spite of excessive flow of water  in the rainy season the sea continues to remain within its bounds (758). In the rainy season Krishna took the cows  to the edges of forests for grazing  accompanied by the Gopabalakas  and  Balarama, the killer of  Pralamba.They sat on the banks of lakes and on attractive hill surfaces,  ate fruits and raw roots and consumed the cold food carried by them from home (759). 
In Brindavan, comparable to a broad sky, Krishna, comparable to a cloud, roamed about extensively.The thunder of the cloud was provided by a  melodious and yet  noble music from his flute which was enchanting to all the worlds. Pure and majestic grandeur of Krishna`s smile became the lightning on the cloud.The peacock feather decorating all around his head became the rainbow. Krishna`s looks  full of grace flowing as nectar from his eyes became the rain, causing the flow of water droplets. Such a  Krishna quenched the thirst of Gopalas and ascetics, his devotees, comparable to Jataka birds (760, 761). Lord Krishna, the spouse of goddess Lakshmi  and the pride of Gopalakas, prayed to cows and calves and paid obeisance to the rain goddess (762). Thus Krishna spent the rainy season with his care-free wanderings (763).
30. A Description of Saradritu ( Autumn )

All the forests had a lush growth.The marshy lands dried up.The groups of peacocks stopped screaming. Rivers receded.The thunders and lightnings stopped their dominance (764). Similar to the best among human beings forsaking their lives under the influence of pure knowledge and  going to salvation, the clouds under the influence of winds drifted away from the sky and got scattered. Similar to the minds of ascetics shining under the effect of enlightenment, the sky relinquished the dark clouds, became pure and bright, coupling with the star Agastya.The clusters of stars  shone like pearls studded on a blue silken canopy.The rays of  moon-light, like splinters of naphthalene in the universe as a box, outshone the dominance of the twinkling of stars. Crops like paddy ripened under the influence of rays of the moon beautifying the earth.The crops shuddered under the thought of sharp sickles of cultivators. Bending  down under the weight of the fully grown seeds and swinging under the breeze making grumbling sounds, the paddy plants appeared to be trembling and praying to mother-earth to save them .
Groups of parrots plucked the bunches of paddy seeds with their beaks, ate with their off-springs till they were fully satiated and flew gasping because of the heavy feeding.While flying they landed on elevated structures erected to over-see the safety of the crops.They moved to and fro on them  and bit the lips of women  supervising the crops, mistaking them to be red fruits. Being afraid of the movement of the hands of such women trying to scare them  away, they flew away chattering. Lakes with transparent water were filled with sounds of swans  and other birds. 
The aquatic animals continued to move in lakes  unmindful of the dwindling water in them  similar to the people living in houses not knowing how long more they were to live. Causing anxiety to the minds of those aquatic animals the water content of rivers got dwindled day by day.Small sandy islands newly formed in river beds looked like Karpoora Mandapas, places in which gems were hidden and rippled like stair-cases.The ascetics got engrossed in their daily-routine morning rituals on those sandy pockets. In the gardens used by the ascetics for meditation their daughters watered the roots of  tiny mango trees with  tiny hand-operated vessels. 
The zigzag intertwining of sal-trees and jasmine-creepers made the sun`s rays and gusts of winds impenetrable in those forests.The wild elephants ate in abundance the leaves of  the forest trees,  got bloated and pierced the river banks with the tips of their tusks.The women folk of the forest tribes had thin waists staggering under the load of their heavy breasts , comparable to the heads of elephants and big golden bulb-shaped vessels used for rituals.Wild boars and tigers  wounded by the sharp arrows of the forest-hunters lost their strength and fell  into slopes and gradients with grief and staggering feet. Carpenter-beetles drank sweet  honey from flowers such as lotuses and lilies, got intoxicated and made humming noise.The best among deers and bulls isolated themselves from their respective groups motivated by love-making, jostling with their respective partners.    
The autumn looked beautiful with attractive flowers and leaves like the abode of wealth-god Kubera with flocks of flowers of various types.The ears are denied the screaming of peacocks like the ears of the unfortunate who do not hear the sound of the name of lord Siva . The season was  effulgent with bright light like the mind of an expert in Vyakarana  endowed with superior intellect. Nallagoranta trees entwined with creepers appeared like the dexterity of Rama`s warring skills with his bow.The season was free from mire like the heart of Yama free from sin. It was beautiful with high quality swans  like the palace of the four-headed Brahma . The season was blessed with pure, transparent water like the puritan life and behaviour of one with exemplary character.With all its constituents the autumn looked like an ocean constituted by hills and rivers merging with it. Like a house-wife with concealed beauty, the season had concealed clouds in it.  The onset of autumn was like an ornament to the earth (765). 
During that season horses were worshipped, victorious marches of kings, prayers to goddess Lakshmi and several devotional celebrations took place (766). From his bow made of well-grown cane sugar plant, Manmadha shot an arrow of black lotus at lovers suffering from separation from their beloved ones and thus harassed them (767). In that season which was a source of pleasure to the eyes of the onlookers, Krishna grazed groups of cows happily in Brindavan (768).  
Emperor Gopala, adept in  the art of acting, played on the flute Brahma-gandharva-gita, exhibiting all its nuances.The colour of the flowers  he had in his ear-corners enhanced the beauty of his cheeks.The head, inclined towards his left  had eye-brows which had the propensity to make the entire universe appreciate their beauty.The dexterity of the tender fingers of his right hand exhibited the intricacies of the  sounds of the seven notes of music.The light of the nails of the right foot which was  kept cross-legged on the left foot, got propagated on the earth.The peacock-feather  on the top of his locks of hair and the garland in his neck appeared bright (769).The  lord played on the flute thus. Listening to that exciting song, the Gopikas became impatient with a   desire for love-making sprouting up, gave up all inhibitions, divided themselves into small groups and  started mutually love-provoking acts among themselves (770 ). 
“Oh! Friend! Madhava wears a flower in the corner of his ear, a golden-coloured dhoti, a peacock-feather in the hair and a garland of lotuses in the neck.While going behind the groups of cows in the forest, he is fully engrossed in blowing through the flute air from his mouth as if nectar is flowing out from his face. Have you seen him (771)? Oh! Beautiful one! Come here! What is the matter? Have you heard it? Krishna with eyes like lotuses is playing in Brindavan  on the flute  the celestial Gandharva music octave  with his head bent towards his left  and  moving his eye-brows and fingers like an actor (772). Oh! Companion! When the melodious sound  from the flute of the one with eyes like lotuses touches my ears my mind wavers. Why should there be hesitation? Let us think of a plan to reach him (773).Do not hesitate to come along with me!  Making your companions praise you, I take you along with me. I take a bet  that I make Govinda speak to you (774)”. That was how the beautiful shepherd-maids were conversing among themselves. They all went to Govinda in Brindavan imagining that they embraced the lord repeatedly. Thinking about Balarama and Krishna, they talked among themselves as follows (775) :-  
“This Balarama and Krishna wore with happiness tender mango-leaves, black lilies, peacock-feathers, garlands of lotuses and silken clothes. At new places meant for grazing cows  these tender boys join together and dance  daily to one`s heart`s content playing on the flute and wearing several new sets of attires. Ladies! Have you seen these happy events (776)? Listen! Why should one describe in hundreds of words?The very purpose  of having the eyes is fulfilled  by getting the ability to see these attractive boys (777)!”   
Having said those words, some of them said about Krishna,“This flute must have  done intense penance to get a birth among the bamboos.Without leaving anything to other Gopikas,the flute  is having a monopoly of the entire touch of Krishna`s sweet face, comparable to a flow of nectar and giving out melodious sound. It is thus proudly  giving a feast to the eyes of the on-lookers   (778,779). Oh! Beautiful lady! The river, the droplets of which are responsible for the birth and the present elevated status of Krishna`s flute, must be feeling delighted like a mother who gave birth to a successful son.The river must be dancing with the sounds of intoxicated swans in it as  music and its surging waves as hands (780).   
Listening to the melodious sounds from the flute of Krishna with the lotus-shaped eyes, the trees are dropping down the flowers like the relations of  a devotee of lord Vishnu dropping down tears in ecstasy (781).Oh! My companion! There is no limit to the extent to which I was deceived. I was not clever enough to pray in my previous birth to be  born as a bamboo on the coast of river Yamuna  in return to the rituals performed by me. If I were to pray like that in my previous birth I would have  enjoyed in this birth the touch of lord Madhava`s face comparable to nectar (782 ). Oh! Friend! Let me know how to perform a ritual by virtue of which  one becomes a flute to drink on banks of river Yamuna the nectar flowing from the face of Nanda`s son (783).  
Oh! Lady!The peacocks are dancing with their feathers wide open and with uninterrupted screaming  thinking  in their minds that Krishna is  a dark cloud and that the sound from his flute is a thunder. Have you seen (784)? Oh! Woman! Dedicated to the feet of Krishna, comparable to lotuses, this Brindavan looks more beautiful than  the city of Indra, the heaven.The couples of Giricharas have been appreciating the place uninterrupted (785).The Devatanganas moving on the sky in their aeroplanes are excited, with their garments getting loosened, seeing the beautiful Madhava and listening to music on his flute.They are troubled by a compelling desire to love-making and are reclining into the laps of their husbands. Have you seen (786)?  
Oh! Woman with exemplary character! The wild animals  in the forest are totally ignorant of the knowledge of melodious music. In spite of that, they seem to be complimenting Krishna when the music on flute played by him, comparable to nectar, falls on their ears. In the process they are so much intoxicated that they forgot about their bodies and  gave up eating their fodder with delicate looks  and engrossed minds. Are you observing (787)? Oh! Ladies! When the melodious  flute-music of Madhava, comparable to  nectar, falls on their ears, the calves  during the time of suckling their mother`s milk get thrilled, stop suckling, abstain from stroking the breasts of their mother-cows through their mouths, keep the breasts blank in their mouths and remain staring at Krishna keeping their eyes exclusively on him. Have you seen (788)? Oh! Lady with  lotus-shaped eyes! See those cows raising their faces up with affection, stopping to chew the cud,   keeping Krishna in their hearts, stopping to eat their fodder and shedding tears from their eyes as a sign of happiness having their attention only on the lord. Have you perceived (789)? Oh! Lady adept in enticing!The birds are perching on the tree branches.They got intoxicated by filling their ears in abundance with Krishna`s flute-music, sweet as nectar.They look like ascetics closing their eyes as if to prevent Krishna`s image from going out from their minds (790).  
Oh! Beautiful lady!All the rivers in sequence hear the flute-music and exhibit their whirl-pools as if they are wounds inflicted on them by the arrows of Cupid.The sound of swans in the rivers is like invitations to lord Vishnu, the lord with a lotus in his navel.With their waves as hands,they attract the lord towards them  and worship his feet  with lotuses as presents.  Have you noticed (791)? Having heard Krishna`s flute-music the black cloud rained like sprinkling of flowers on the lord  and  offered its entire body as an umbrella to provide shade to him.  Have you observed (792)? Women-folk of the forest-tribe look pretty wearing peacock-feathers and leaves as saris.They are playing with the hands of Krishna in their hands after offering good fruits to him (793). Oh! Lady with exemplary character! A woman of the forest-tribe, with the load of her breasts making her waist unsteady, offers with emotion a garland of flowers to Hari. Have you seen it (794)? 
With the incidence of the flute-music, comparable to nectar, the hills get molten, instantaneously  the trees start blossoming  and the residents of both earth and the higher worlds get engrossed in the music (795). With the touch of  the feet of Balarama and Krishna, comparable to lotuses, the hill looks bright being sanctified.The hill is honouring them by offering those fruits and flowers. It is excited with happiness. It is satisfying the cows with water and food in abundance.With beautiful branches of trees it is creating excitement and a feast to the eyes (796).”

Thinking as mentioned above  and seeing Govinda  roaming about in Brindavan, the Gopakantas  got tormented by the arrows of Cupid and remained in solitude thinking only of Krishna (797). 
31. A Description of Hemanta Ritu ( Early Winter ) 
There was a  sudden  onset of Hemanta Ritu , a sign of richness and prosperity . The warmth of the embrace of sweet-hearts wearing garlands of Chamanti flowers  removed the chillness of winter for their lovers. Cupid tormented the lovers separated from each other (798). The northern winds started blowing. The climatic cold  dominated over the heat, with the chilliness not tolerating the sun-light.The  misunderstandings between married couples started vanishing . The fog  started spreading all over. The lotuses had their loveliness reduced (799).  
Oh! King!  The  days got shortened.The warmth became comfortable.The duration of nights increased. Intense cold caused shivering and sighing among people due to inability to tolerate (800).The embrace of women made the men-folk escape the intensity of winter,  without this can  gods like Brahma avoid  the trouble of winter (801)? The sun ran hurriedly non-stop from the time of his rise in the east till his setting in the west. Otherwise a halt in between would have made him get caught by the cold subjecting him to ridicule by the others (802). Oh! King! The carpenter-beetles inhaling pleasantly the fragrance of  red lotuses  appeared like smoke emerging suddenly up from the fire of Cupid (803).  
Among the three Gods of Agni, one got sunk in the eye of lord Siva`s fore-head, another at the bottom of oceans and the third could hide himself in the house-holds of  people. Had these gods  remained in the open exposed, they would  have been caught by the cold  and got twisted due to its intensity(804). Having experienced the onset of the winter season, the Trimurties thought that without the tight embrace of women with a strong love-making desire, negotiating with the winter was not possible. Consequently they held their wives close to their bodies. That must be true.  Otherwise, why should they have such an inseparable link with them (805)? Sri Hari started shiwering and was a little troubled by the onset of winter. Goddess Lakshmi`s breasts  gave him assurance and told him not to get frightened by the winter (806). On the first day of the first month of winter which started as described above, the Gopakanyakas of Nanda`s place woke up early in the morning, went to river Kalindi and took bath. On the river-bank they made a small statue of  goddess Gauri, decorated it with flowers and sandal paste, lighted  a Deepa  and Agarabattis and offered a variety of eatables as Nyvedya (807). 
“Oh! Bhagavati! Katyayani! We are saluting to you today. Kindly grant to all of us Krishna as husband. Oh!Mother! On the day Krishna becomes our husband we all celebrate and perform special puja to you with utmost devotion.” So saluting and eating the food offered to her as Nyvedya they performed special rituals for one month (809,810). 
32. Stealing of Clothes of Gopikas
One day the Gopikas woke up early in the morning. They invited their companions through their intimate names. With their heavy breasts making their waists wobble, they started walking  with their hands joined with each others. Singing songs in praise of the lord, with eyes like lotuses,  they reached the river-bank walking like intoxicated elephants (811). Reaching thus the river- bank, those spotlessly pure maidens, with elephant-like walking, confidently undressed themselves at a secluded place and entered into the river unhesitatingly to  take bath playfully (812).  Those with lotus-shaped eyes were singing songs in praise of  the lord also having eyes like lotuses, and were performing water-acrobatics according to their free-will. Do the mundane men have such an engrossed enchantment for the lord (813)?
Oh! King! Hari, with lotus-shaped-eyes, could know from a distance that the Gopikas also with lotus-shaped eyes, were in the waters of river Yamuna. He came there at once along with other Gopabalakas who were his companions (814,81).Through eye-movement he directed his companions to remain stationary. He walked stealthily behind the bushes bending down while putting steps silently. At an appropriate moment he approached and stole the clothes of the shepherd-maids (816).The lord of the universe and the primordial god stole like a boy, along with the other boys, the clothes of the maidens for fun. Like an intoxicated elephant, enjoying the pleasure of the coolness of the breeze caused by the water-droplets of river Yamuna, he walked and got up a Kadimi tree. The tree being thus blessed by the lord gave up immediately its sorrow of the misfortune of being born as a tree (817,818).  
Seeing the event the Gopikas shouted,“ Mama! Do not touch our clothes! Do not take them away! Pardon us! Why do you take away the privacy of our woman-hood? Please abstain from this act (819,820).  Oh! Krishna! Give back our clothes! Do you get fame by doing such acts? It is fitting for you to lead a noble life to get reputation, to get fame to your  family by your acts, to do such acts which protect the mother-earth, to protect people by your valour as a lion among men, to become prominent by controlling the bad and strong destructive elements in the society, to conquer kings in wars, to be obedient to follow the orders of the elders, to have good qualities  to exhibit auspiciously your superior strength and to receive the approbation of the learned to lead a glorious life.You seem to be  having no consideration for family relationships and no discrimination between  your people and out-siders  (821).Oh! Krishna! You became our beloved,  looted our shyness and the privacy of our femininity and stole our clothes. We do not know what else you are planning to do.We understood your mischief (822). Oh! Lord with eyes like lotuses! You excel in doing magical deeds making us know that you are having Rajoguna. Do we not know that you have the fortune of Satvaguna? Being blessed with riches you still tickle others.  With Tamoguna you plan to harm the wicked  and hence do we not think that you are endowed with  immense strength? You roam about with magical powers and hence do we not know  that your behaviour is most unpredictable? Your deeds are beyond our imagination.Your powers know no bounds. You are a Gunatita. No one can pin-point you to a particular location since you are all-pervading. Please give our clothes back (823)! Oh! Lord with lotus-shaped eyes! You do not seem to be knowing the etiquette of kings. You are behaving like a strong person against weak people like us. Give back our clothes. Otherwise we complain to king Nanda. Do you think yourself to be the king of the whole world (824)?” 
Having heard those words spoken by the maidens, Krishna had a smile which made his face doubly handsome. Putting his hands in the hands of the Gopalabalakas, Krishna, the craftiest among the crafty, spoke to the pretty women as follows (825) :-
“Ladies with faces like full-moon! Do women behave with kings the way you do? You are blaming me without feeling shy and diffident. You are not thinking about your mistake. Come out of the water quickly  and approach me! Take back your clothes! I give  them back to you right now (826)!”  Having heard those words, those self-respecting women looked at each other with a smile.They felt shy to reply to those enticing words. Shivering under intense chill, they stood under neck-deep water with wavering thoughts and spoke as follows (827) :- “Why did you playfully steal our clothes? Are you not being considered as an embodiment of righteousness by all? Is there a limit to your abilities? Is there anything not known to you (828)? When the women take bath do men come near that place? Even when they come do they indulge in such unkind acts anywhere? Such thoughts come only to your mind and to nobody else. We remain subservient to you. Please give back our clothes (829). Oh! Krishna! We come readily whenever you call us. We give you whatever you want. We go wherever you want us to go.You give back our clothes today and rule over us (830).”
Having heard those words, Hari said as follows with a smile :-“While performing this ritual, which young man do you have in your mind to become your husband? Please take an oath to tell the truth. Such a desire is not restricted to you alone. It is usual on the face of the earth (831, 832). Whom did you find suitable to love? Who was the one who took away your mind`s attention motivated by love? For whom did you develop attraction under the influence of love? Please tell me! Am I a stranger (833)?”  On hearing those words, those beautiful women looked at each other.  With love raking up in their hearts, they smiled and kept quiet. Then Krishna, the one respected by the entire world, spoke as follows (834) :-

“Oh! Ladies with eyes comparable to lotuses! If you agree to be servants in my house and behave according to my dictates, I give back your clothes. You come out of water (835)”!  They heard those words. Those women with waists as thin as that of a lion were afraid of the cold and could no longer remain in water (836). Oh! King! Being troubled by the chill in the water, some of them expressed a desire to go out. Some others felt that coming out of water would make them lose the privacy of their womanhood being seen by Krishna. Some others were undecided and agitated (837).  
Finally those women with thin waists hardened their feelings and came out of the waters one after the other, covering the parts of their body needing privacy with their hands, as tender as fresh leaves dazzling with the glitter of their bangles studded with precious stones (837, 838). Those stealthily-moving maidens kept the  more crafty  among them in the front  and stood before, Krishna smiling delicately.The lord with lotus-shaped eyes said the following words (839,840) :- “Oh! Beautiful girls! Why do you feel shy? I grew along with you from child-hood. I have always been with you. Is there any secrecy not seen by me? You have taken up the oath of performing a ritual. Is it allowed for you to take bath without having clothes on the body? Is it not inflicting disrespect on goddess Katyayani? Are there any who perform this ritual the way you did? In case you wish to have the desired result of the ritual raise your hands and show respect to me in an orderly fashion. Then come to me and take back your clothes. Why should one tell all this bluntly to you (841)?
Hearing those words, those self-respecting maidens pondered among themselves. They saw the boon-granting lord having the power to condone the short-comings in the performance of rituals. Having realized that taking bath without having clothes on, was a violation of the norms of the ritual, they all kept their lotus-shaped hands on their fore-heads and bowed down to salute to the lord gracefully (842, 843). Hari is kind-hearted  and a protector of his devotees. Consequently he gave back the clothes to the maidens shivering from cold and praying to him with hands raised to their fore-heads (844). They all praised the lord saying that in spite of stealing their clothes, taking away the privacy of their woman-hood and taunting them, he accepted their prayers and prevented them from violation of the rules of the ritual (845).
Oh! King! The acts of lovers are never painful to their loved ones even when the lovers talk harshly or swindle or taunt or agitate their sweet-hearts (846). Those maidens wore the saris given back by Hari.  In spite of having unshakable liking for him, they remained staring at the lord without closing their eyes devoid of wavering. The crafty lord could understand them He went near them and said, “Oh! Ladies with auspicious features! I could know the secrets of your hearts in spite of the fact that you could not express them due to shyness. You decided to do this ritual to get me as your husband. The ritual undertaken by you gets fulfilled. Praying to me makes it possible even to get Moksha and hence there is no need to say that mere mundane desires can get easily fulfilled. In addition, if the ritual is completed successfully you get union with me during the nights. You go to your homes believing in my words.” When the lord spoke those words, the maidens prayed to the lord`s feet in their thoughts and went back to their village happily (847, 848).
33. Wives of Munis Offering Food to Krishna 
After showering grace on the Gopakanyakas, Govinda was grazing cows at a place far off from Brindavan. That was mid-summer. The Gopakas got exhausted under the hot sun. Seeing the trees there offering shade like umbrellas , they said to Krishna, Balarama,Sridama ,Devaprastha , Visala , Arjuna and others the following words :- “ Look at these trees !  They do no harm to anybody. They stay all alone without disturbing anybody. Those who approach them are protected from the heat of the sun, rain, wind and dew. Those who desire are supplied with  their branches , fragrance , gum , ash , tender leaves, honey , roots , flowers , shade and fruits  doing thereby a lot of good  (849, 850).” So saying they drove the cows to river Yamuna on the path between the branches of trees. The branches of the trees were bending down under the load of tender leaves, flowers and ripe and unripe fruits.  They carefully made the cows drink cool water in big ponds and started grazing them at near-by places. They were feeling hungry and brought the matter to the notice of Krishna. He along with Balarama wanted to show grace to some of his devotees who happened to be Brahmanapatnis and said to the shepherd-boys the following words :- 
“Oh! Gopabalakas! There are a few Brahmins in this forest. They are well-versed in Vedas. In order to get Moksha they are performing a ritual by name Angirasa. You go there!  They give food to you if you mention our names and   request them in a humble way”.  Hearing those words they went to those Brahmins of a high cadre, saluted them and said, “Oh! Scholars of Dharma! Magnanimous people! You donate whatever is desired by the needy.  Balarama and Krishna  became hungry while grazing the cows.  They sent us to you  . Kindly give us food . We know that elders like you  call the hungry and feed them  (851,852). Oh! Pious persons! In rituals other than the one by name Sautramani, eating food by the persons performing the ritual and giving food to others are not sins. Hence kindly give us food (853).” 
Hearing those words of the Gopakas  the persons performing the ritual could not recognize in their minds,  due to ignorance, that the rituals, the Mantras recited during the rituals, the various acts performed as part of the ritual, the offerings to the deities, all the various auspicious timings, all the sacred places, deities like Indra,Agni, Soma  and others, the result of the ritual, the leader performing the ritual and all other related things  were all the forms of lord Vishnu and that Krishna himself was lord Vishnu. They considered Krishna to be a mere Gopabalaka. Due to their ignorance  they ill-treated the  boys and sent them away saying that there was no food (855). The Gopakas  came back in despair and narrated to Krishna what all happened . Following what was usual, Hari said, “Do not ask again the elders! You tell the news of our arrival to their wives. They give food. You go!” The Gopakas went again, met the wives of the Brahmins this time and saluted them. The boys told the Brahmin ladies the following words (856) :-

“Oh! Learned ladies! Krishna became hungry while grazing the cows. He sent us here to get food requesting you for it. Please come and give us food (857)”. Hearing those words those beautiful Brahmin ladies became anxious to see Govinda. They had excitement and happiness in their hearts. They filled the utensils with different varieties of eatables, liquids and cooked rice. Like rivers reaching the sea they started immediately to see Krishna (858). While their sons, husbands and brothers opposed and warned them not to go, they told them not to come in their way to stop them and they proceeded quickly (859). 
They thus came to the proximity of river Yamuna and saw an Asoka tree beautiful with tender leaves and removing the sorrow of those who roam about in the forest (860).They saw at a clean place under that tree, one with an attire attracting all the worlds, keeping one hand on one companion and rotating an attractive flower with the other hand. Some locks of his hair which could not be fastened with the rest were dancing on his cheeks. He wore a golden yellow shining robe with short foldings. He had a garland of thick peacock feathers long enough to encircle his head. He had a beautiful lotus in his ear-corner. He had a garland of tender leaves and flowers in his neck. The Brahmin women were gazing at such a magical human form to their heart`s content (861).
Those women with thin waists saw the form of lord Hari and made it enter their inner selves through their eyes. They embraced his form in their thoughts and could thus eliminate the agonies generated internally in their minds (862). Realizing in his mind that those women came to see him strapping all bondages, the lord with lotus-shaped eyes said to them the following words while observing them uninterrupted with a smile (863,864). “Oh! Best among ladies! Please come here! I hope everything is fine in your houses. What is it that I can do for you? Please tell me! You came to see us all with a lot of enthusiasm. I know that you came without desiring anything in return. The learned members of your family complete the ritual uninterrupted along with you. You please go to the venue of the ritual now.” Then the wives of the Brahmins spoke the following words (865, 866) :-
“Oh! Madhava! Is it proper for you to speak to us such harsh words? Are you fair to us? We came happily to the proximity of your feet in spite of opposition by our husbands, sons, brothers and fathers. Do they accept us when we go back to them? We are not willing to go back to our houses. You please protect us treating us as your servants (867). Then the lord of the universe spoke as follows : - “Oh! Ladies! Your relations, brothers, husbands and sons do not get angry with you on the ground that you are with me here. Even Devtas praise you for being here. Contact with me like that with human beings does not merely cause pleasure and attachment. It exclusively causes salvation. Praising me, seeing me, hearing narration of incidents about me  and meditating on me  enable you to disentangle yourselves from  your bodies, which bind you through the medium of  your deeds and  actions. These acts lead you to a state of concentrating the mind exclusively on me paving the way eventually to possess me. Believe in my words!” So saying these words Hari ate along with his intimate friends the eatables brought by the ladies (868, 869). People get sanctified by merely offering food to others assuming it to go to the lord.  When the lord himself directly accepts the food offered, can one assess the out-come of such an act (870)?  
Having come to know that their wives  got sanctified  by directly getting the grace of Hari by offering directly  food to him, those superior Brahmins thought  as follows among themselves :- “Alas! We lost a great opportunity and got deceived! Alas! We did not have the realization which the ladies had! We failed to go to have an opportunity today to see Hair! We are evil-minded! We are absolute sinners! We got ourselves estranged from lord Vishnu! Of what use are our abilities and rituals? Of what utility are our visits to piligrim-centres, austerities and devotional activities? They are all fit to be burnt (871,872). The women-folk became recipients of the grace of Hari without meditations, devotional offerings and reciting of Vedas. Having all these we got way-ward due to lack of devotion to the lord (873). Hari`s Maya is capable of deceiving even the teachers of Devtas. How can us mere teachers of human beings and Brahmins full of ignorance escape the effect of Hari`s Maya (874)? The lord who is an embodiment of rituals, Mantras, Tantras, wealth, time, space, Devatas, Agni and rulers himself manifested in human form as Krishna, the saviour of the universe . We failed to recognize him. The consort of goddess Lakshmi, the maker of all, the one who protects the earth, the destroyer of demon-kings is the son of king Nanda. We pray to him (875).” Thus those Brahmins repented in several ways for the folly committed by them  while praying to Hari in their minds to pardon them  for their mistake. But they did not go to see Balarama and Krishna being afraid of Kamsa.  
34. A Discussion of Nanda and others with Krishna about Performing a Ritual to Indra
The omniscient Hari saw Nanda and other elderly Gopakas approaching him with the intention of performing a ritual for Indra. He saluted them and said the following words (876) :-
“You seem to have come here with an intention of performing a ritual. What is going to be the result of this? To whom is this dedicated? Who is the one to supervise this? What are the things required for the performance? Is the ritual based on Sastras or is it just a tradition followed by people? This information is not to be leaked out to foes but can be told to friends desirous of knowing. If the ritual is performed with full knowledge the result is assured. The converse is the case if done with ignorance. For pious people like you for whom all are good, there is no need to discriminate between people and hence there is nothing to hide. Father! Please narrate to me, through your sweet words comparable to nectar, the intention behind this proposal to perform this ritual (877).”
To the clever son who spoke thus, the father said the following words :-“Oh! Son! The great rain-god is Devendra himself.  The clusters of clouds, his favourites, shower rains on earth under his orders to the delight of all living beings. The rains promote the growth of crops which enable human beings to live happily achieving Dharma, Ardha, Kama and Moksha. Therefore to please Indra, the ruler of clouds, the kings perform Indrayaga. If this ritual is not performed people are not blessed with good fortune. The motivation for it can be even Kama or Lobha or fear or hatred (878, 879). In addition such a ritual makes Indra, the lord with diamond as a weapon, happy. His happiness causes the clouds to shower rain which promotes the growth of grass on earth. Grass in turn is food for the cows. Oh! Son! When the cows live happily there is plenty of milk which makes human beings and Devtas live satiated (880, 881, 882).” 

Having heard Nanda`s words, the destroyer of demons spoke to his father the following words fomenting the anger of Indra : - “Oh! King! One takes birth, grows and dies based on the Karmas performed. Hence Karma is the god for human beings and is the cause for happiness and sorrow. Oh! Great soul! lord Iswara, untouched by Karma, is the king for those who do Karma and not for those who abstain from doing Karma (884,885) .Therefore the living beings experience happiness and sorrow depending on the Karmas performed by them and hence are not to be afraid of Indra. Being controlled by the cumulative effect of the dictates of the sense-organs of the past lives, the living beings perform Karmas. Even the god is incapable of avoiding the effects of such Karmas. Hence there is no need to mention about the powers of others in this context. The world, inhabited by Devtas, demons and human beings, exists being controlled by its nature. There is no doubt about this. Jiva performs Karmas controlled by his nature, takes up and leaves various types of bodies decided by his Karmas. Teacher, Devotee, friend, foe and relation are all embodiments of Karma. The behaviour of a Jiva is decided by his Karmas. Karma alone is god for a Jiva and hence it alone is to be worshipped. Worshipping anything other than Karma in spite of being controlled by Karma is like the act of an unfaithful wife. 
A Brahmin earns his living doing Vydikakarmas. A Kshatriya rules the land. A Vysya does business, protects cows, cultivates land and lends money on interest. A Sudra lives by doing service to people of other castes. Satva, Rajas and Tamo gunas are responsible respectively for birth, growth and death of living beings.  Rajoguna is responsible for the origin of universe and for clouds to rain. Human beings prosper because of rain. Therefore there is no role of Indra in this entire gamut of events (886). There is no need for Indra  to get angry in this context. Even if he gets angry we are not to lose anything.  Are we to feel worried that we lose towns, houses, countries and business? We live on hills and forests we are not to be subservient to Devendra (887). 
It is a right decision on our part to perform a ritual satisfying cows, mountains and Brahmins. Whatever items you plan to get for Indrayaga, you get them all and get all the necessary eatables cooked. Perform Homas. Feed the Brahmins with several delicious items as menu and donate cows to them. With a mind free from distraction worship the mountain. Give appropriate eatables to the down-trodden, people of lower stratum and to dogs and other such animals. Give fodder to the cows (888). Oh! Father! Have faith in my words. In case you are convinced  that what I say is right, you and  the relations  apply sandal wood paste to your bodies, wear ornaments and new clothes , eat happily eatables of your liking and do Pradakshanas saluting to our mountain, cows,  Brahmins and fire-god .Your lives get sanctified (889).”
With the intention of eliminating the pride of Indra, Govinda said that he was in favour of performing the ritual recommended by him. Nanda and others consented to the proposal and accordingly a ritual was performed, the Brahmins were fed till they were satisfied and cows were given fodder till they were fully satiated (890). While remaining in the midst of the Gopakas as his undoubted and pure form of Krishna, he said, “This is the mountain! You come for worshipping it!”and manifested himself immediately  and simultaneously as a mountain in addition to his presence as Krishna. Along with the Gopakas he worshipped specially his own form as a mountain and ate in that form the offerings given by them (891). The lord who is a source of boons to those who pray to him said, “Listen! This mountain can take whatever form it wants. It can torment those who show disrespect to it. It accepted readily the eatables offered by us. It had consideration for us and showed kindness to us.” So saying he also worshipped the mountain along with them (892). 
Thus the Gopakas along with Hari worshipped the mountain and offered presents. They had blessings from the Brahmins and did Pradakshana to the mountain keeping the groups of cows before them . Oh! King! Nanda and others drove bullock-carts  faster than those of horses to the delightful shouting of the kids and with the accompaniment of the groups of cows (893,894). With body-odours as pleasant as the fragrance of flowers the Gopika-singers got into the carts  and sang, exhibiting their musical talent, songs on Krishna in praise of his  valour to tear off the foes (895). The group of milch-cows with udders comparable to pots and with shining grace, different types of imposing shapes and filled bellies was a feast to watch for the eyes (896). A group of bulls with strong humps, long tails, bodies comparable to mountains and with jumps  imposing as if to cover earth and sky was  moving forward slowly (897). Thus the Gopalakas did Pradakshana of the mountain along with Madhava and returned to their village. 
Devendra came to know what all had happened. He became furious and called a class of clouds known as Samvartakas capable of causing disasters and said the following words :- 
“Having drunk an excess dose of curd and ghee the Gopakas got self-centered. With a feeling of arrogance they became audacious. They did not respectfully worship me, lord Devendra, the one who wears Vajrayudha, a weapon capable of effortlessly reducing to splinters the ferocious wings of mountain ranges. Instead, being motivated by Krishna, they went away after worshipping a mere mountain (899). The Gopakas ignored me hearing the words of a mere boy, Krishna, who has no Guru or god, lives in villages and forests. Behaves irresponsible, lacks steadiness of mind and is devoid of caste and Gunas (900). Instead of adopting a pure and superlative knowledge to negotiate with the mundane bondage of family, comparable to an ocean, they preferred to follow a ritual ridden with Karma (901). Trusting their wealth and prosperity and being provoked by Nanda’s son these mortals in their foolishness preferred to relinquish my ritual. Oh! Samvartaka clouds! Cause dazzling of eyes through your power of  lightnings! Torment them through thunders! With unavoidable valour make the cows and people meet instantaneous death through a hail storm (902)! In order to agitate Govinda`s cows  I come quickly along with you getting up Iravatha and accompanied by groups of Devtas (903).”
Having spoken those words, the killer of Jambhasura, Indra conceitedly released thunderbolts and let loose unhesitatingly the destructive clouds with arrogance and rage. The clouds as clusters got reinforced by gales and submerged Nanda`s village. They covered ferociously the entire solar system. The whole sky was made dark with clouds flooding in all  directions. Pitch darkness engulfed the entire space between the sky and the earth.  Huge torrents of rain poured down uninterrupted as if the entire universe imagined to be a huge pot, Brahmanda-bhandara, broken by the second foot of Trivikrama, gave way to the seas to empty themselves from their unimaginably huge store of water.Those thick blue clouds caused hail-storms and hurled thunder-bolts. The rain-water levelled the ups and downs on the ground. The calves started swimming through those streams of rain-water, got paralysed and swooned by the lightnings which appeared to initiate the all-destructive fire. The cows kept the mouths of the calves before them and fell on the ground being deafened with shattered hearts under the influence of the sounds of thunder which resembled the terrifying notices of deafening trumpets heralding disaster. The bellowing of the bulls with cows behind them and with their heads down under the uninterrupted rain and deafening noises of thunder-bolts,  comparable to the sounds released from the mace of Rudra terminating the entire creation, sounded like  uttering prayers to Hari to save them.The Gopakas while trying to save their cows and other cattle in that devastating and insurmountable hail-storm became crest-fallen,lost control over their bodies and got paralysed.The Gopikas were shivering after being hit severely by the heavy rain-fall. With their pitiable waists wobbling they shouted for Govinda. Their children kept their heads close to the hard and Kalasa-shaped breasts of their mothers and remained unmindful of their bodies. 
Having seen their village under total disarray and devastation the old and elite Yadavas saluted  Krishna, the saviour of the virtuous and the tormentor of the bad, and said the following words :- (904)“ Oh! Krishna! The best among the kind-hearted! Alas! The entire Gokula is in disarray devastated by rain. Where are you so long? Why did you make delay? The Gopakas believe that your feet, comparable to flowers, are their saviours. Such Gopakas are in dire disaster. Is it fair on your part to remain as a spectator instead of saving them instantaneously (905)? You are a store-house of good qualities comparable to precious stones! We swear that such thunders, lightnings, sounds of thunder-bolts and torrents of rain were not experienced by us earlier. Please pay attention to our prayers (906)! Oh! Lord with lotus-shaped eyes! The rain is unbearable to the inhabitants. There is no one other than you to remove this menace. Please remove the scare created by the clusters of clouds (907)”.
On hearing those words the omniscient Krishna, having known everything, said, “Devendra became conceited due to having an elevated position. He is occupying the pinnacle of pride oblivious of everything. How can such a boastful person see the difficulties of others?  He is causing such a hail-storm since he felt that the Gopakas ignored him and abstained from performing the ritual for him (908, 909). All the Devtas  worship me with devotion.They are not conceited by their wealth. Therefore they are not to be punished. To suppress their ego and to promote peace their pride is to be eliminated (910).” The lord endowed with the power of perception and the saviour of all worlds,  decided to protect those affected by the hail-storm submitting them to him for getting rescued (911).“ Oh! Women-folk! Do not get agitated! Oh! Gopanayakas! Do not get worried! Oh! Youngsters!Do not run away! Let the rest not get entangled in the hail-storm! Let the cattle be made to come together at a single place and not get scattered here and there! May god do good to you with a heart full of grace (912)!” 
35. Krishna Lifting Govardhanagiri
Having spoken those words, Hari, who put the earth aloft earlier as Adivaraha, lifted gracefully and playfully Govardhanagiri  with one hand, like an elephant lifting a budding lotus, causing thereby  joy to all the three worlds (913, 914). To Hari  who can throw up the entire gamut of universes with power as effortlessly as hurling of play-balls, the process of up-rooting a hill and lifting it is a casual act and  not one of note-worthiness (915). Like a small boy playfully imagining a flower-bunch to be an umbrella and holding it by hand, Krishna smilingly lifted the huge mountain Govardhana  and held it by his right hand.To escape the devastating hail-storm emerging from the clouds, he held the mountain as a huge umbrella for the terrified Gopikas, Gopakas and the cattle (917). 
Krishna, the chaplet of Gopalakas, said to the Gopa-folks while holding the mountain as an umbrella, “Mother! Come! Father! Come! The toiling Gopakas! Come! Come! Listen! You come and stay under the hill with your cattle at a place of your liking (919)! My folks! Do not hesitate to come under the hill thinking that I am a mere boy, that the hill is too  big and whether I am able to hold it or not. Even if the earth with the entire gamut of mountains, oceans and living entities were to  fall on me, my finger holding the hill does not falter.You all can stay happily under the hill (920).”
Hearing those words of Hari, the Gopakas whole-heartedly had their belief in him. They continued to remain in their places along with their sons, wives, friends and others and also the cattle. Under the eye-sight of Janardana, comparable to a graceful rain of nectar, they transcended the pangs of hunger and thirst enjoying  narration and listening of stories of Krishna (921). The lifted mountain, functioning as an umbrella, was cutting across the evil pride of the wrecker of mountains, Devendra. It was effulgent as a saviour of people tormented by torrents of rain caused by the devastating clouds. For the mountain-umbrella, the supporting staff was  the hand of Hari himself, the tip of the hill functioned as the top-most projection of the umbrella, the nicely-draining water-droplets appeared as the pearl-network  hanging from the edges of the umbrella and the slanting looks of the Gopikas coupled with their smile provided the ruby glittering (922).  Oh! King! In the hands of the lotus-eyed lord , the mighty hill looked like a  lotus  and the cluster of clouds surrounding it  appeared like a group of  Bhramaras  (923).The torrential rain  continued incessantly for seven days and seven nights under the orders of Devendra, the killer of the demon Bala. The Gopa-folks survived under the mountain-umbrella without getting affected even the least by the rain (924).
The hill was thus borne by Hari for seven days and seven nights. The destroyer of mountains, Indra got tired and disgusted and was astonished by hearing the noble deeds of Krishna. With his desire getting unfulfilled he became frustrated and departed with the clouds following him. On hearing that the entire surface of the sky became  once again  the effulgent solar system, Govardhanagiridhari, Krishna, said to the Gopabalakas the following words (925) :- “The rain  and gale  subsided. The rivers are no longer in spate and consequently the speed of flow of water came down. Go out with your sons, daughters-in-law, wives and cows from below the surface of the mountain (926)!”
Hearing those words, all the Gopa-folks came out from below the mountain with their carts, other implements and cows. Achuta put the mountain down immediately at its original place. All the Gopikas embraced Krishna, complimented him appropriately and blessed. They showered Akshatas on him wishing him long-life and gave him fistfuls of curd-rice. Nanda, Balabhadra, Rohini and Yasoda embraced him and uttered words of blessing. Sidhas, Sadhyas and Gandharvas showered flowers. Devtas blew conches and trumpets. Tumbura and prominent Gandharvas sang (927). 
Oh!King! While the Pallava women-folk were singing all of his stories, the lotus-eyed lord reached the village leisurely along with Balarama and other Pallavas (928). In that context the Gopakas recollected Krishna`s past-life, got astonished and spoke to Nanda the following words (929) :- 
“While he was just a baby unable even to open his eyes, he killed a demon after suckling milk from her breasts. As a one-year old baby, he flew up, caught hold of the neck of demon Trinavarta, swung him down and killed. As a three-year old cute baby, he kicked down demon Sakata in anger. As a boy he was tied down to a grinding-stone by his mother in anger.  He dragged the stone and uprooted with it Yamalarjuna trees. He tore apart demon Bakasura while he was grazing cows and calves. Demon Vatsa was killed by him using a tree as a weapon. With strength he killed a demon called Kara. If one examines his acts critically does he appear like a mere human-being (930)? With audacity he got Pralambasura killed by Balarama. He swallowed a dangerous forest-fire. By crushing effortlessly Kaliya with his feet his haughtiness was removed. Without killing he made Kaliya leave the lake adjacent to river Yamuna (931). How fragile is normally a seven-year old boy? What a miracle it is for all of us to find him lifting with one hand a mountain as effortlessly as an elephant playfully lifting a lotus (932). Oh! Nanda! Oh! Gopa-king! Are the accomplishments of your son possible for human beings? Your son is super-human (933)!” 

On seeing them and hearing their words, Nanda recollected the secret told by sage Garga. He said, “Yes! Undoubtedly Krishna is a reincarnation of the saviour of the universe, Narayana. I think so in my heart of hearts!” Hearing those words the Gopakas were astonished and worshipped Krishna as an embodiment of the ever-lasting divinity (934).
Having seen Hari rescuing the shep-herds and the cows tormented by rain-water, by lifting a mountain with his hand, Devendra came down with humility from Amaravati keeping Kamadhenu in front of him. He relinquished his pride that he was the ruler of the kingdom consisting of the three Lokas and came to visit  Krishna, an embodiment of immense kindness, who removed the ego of evil-minded kings (935). Having come to visit Nandakumara, Indra, wearing a crown  matching in effulgence with the sun, prayed to his lotus-shaped feet which decorated the hearts of saints and saved those subservient to them (936). Saluting thus, Indra said to Hari  the following words,  folding his palms, comparable to lotuses :-  “Oh! The best among men! Your form is an embodiment of Satvaguna and peace! It is devoid of Rajo- and Tamogunas. It is eternal. It is Tapomaya. You are therefore devoid of qualities generated by Maya. You transcend the three Gunas. Hence bad qualities like Lobha emanating from those Gunas are absent in you . In spite of that you possess the equipment to punish the bad and to protect the good. You are the head of all the universes. You are the teacher of all. You are the father of all. You wear forms of your choice to do well to all and to terrify the wicked who think them to be the heads of Lokas. Oh! Lord! You are the head of the rulers of Lokas (937, 938). 
Oh! Consort of Indira! If you punish low intellectuals like me, the others of this type give up their ego and follow the path of elders judiciously (939). Oh! God eternal! Idiots like me ruling a solitary Loka, consider themselves in their pride that they are all-powerful rulers of all the worlds. Such persons are certainly incapable of knowing your supremacy (940). Oh! Vasudeva! Krishna! Bestower of boons! Independent lord! An embodiment of superior knowledge! One with a great soul! A personification of all virtues! Life behind the seeds of entire creation! Lord spotless in purity! Many salutations to you (941)! Oh! Ruler of all! Madhava! I failed to assess your ability. On the pretext that ritual for me was not performed by Pallavas I submerged your cattle by a terrifying intense rain. Your power nullified my attempt. I am your devotee. You condone my mistake and bestow your graceful looks on me (942).  Oh! Lord! You are omnipresent! Even persons like lord Brahma are incapable of knowing your powers. I am totally engrossed in ignorance. I excel in the false ego that I am the ruler of all the three Lokas. I am filled with a high measure of false knowledge.I am the best among those who relinquished humility. I am at the top among the bad and proud people.I am too insignificant to fathom the depths of your glory in enacting strange mysterious transcendental playful acts (943).”
On hearing those words of Indra, the lord said to him smilingly the following words in a voice comparable in majesty to the sounds of the clouds : - “Oh! Ruler of Devtas! Destroyer of Jambasura! Being blinded by affluence you are extremely conceited. To eliminate it I got your ritual stopped. Those conceited by wealth forget about me, the one enforcing punishment for it.  In reality I make the one whom I want to save, lose his wealth (944, 945). Oh! Possessor of Iravata  as Vahana! You execute your authority within the limits of my commands. Do not get conceited due to wealth. May good happen to you! You go now! (946)” 
After Krishna spoke those words to Indra, Kamadhenu, surrounded by cows , paid obeisance and said the following words addressing the lord who is another Kamadhenu to devotees (947) :-“Oh! Visweswara!  Viswabhavana!  Viswarupa! The lord being worshipped by ascetics! Hari! Kindly listen! Now we are blessed by you. We got permanently immense happiness (948) .Oh! Lord! You are the supreme lord for us. You are our ruler. For ensuring happiness to Brahmins, cows, Devtas and ascetics I was entrusted by lord Brahma to pay obeisance to you. You are the primordial lord to eliminate the intense load inflicted on the earth (949)”. 
Afterwards the head of Devtas, Indra along with  his mother and a group of pious ascetics  performed Abhisheka to Govinda, the lord who defeated the demons in war and who was the saviour of the virtuous, with waters of river Mandakini brought by elephant Iravata through its trunk and the milk of Kamadhenu (950). On the day of Abhisheka  to Vasudeva, Tumbura, Narada and others, Sidhas, Charas and  Gandharvas sang songs on stories of Vishnu. The women of heaven danced. Devtas showered attractive flowers. There was jubilation in all the three Lokas. Milk overflowed from the udders of milch-cows. The rivers were in spate with inflow of new waters. Honey was generated in all the trees. All the creepers were full with fruits and flowers. The mountains were effulgent with reflections from precious stones. The living beings gave up their natural enmity and became friendly among themselves (951). After oblations to lord Govinda, the head of cattle and Gopakas, Indra took leave of the lord and departed for heaven along with the group of Devtas (952).
Bibliography
Potana Bhagavatamu, with Lucid Prose, Fourth Volume – First Part of Tenth Skanda : Edited by Jandhyala Papayya Sastry, T.T.D. Religious Publication Series No. 639-D and Published by I. Y. R. Krishna Rao, Executive Officer, Tirumal Tirupati Devaasthanams, Tirupati., 2010
Page 11 of 105

